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PREFACE TO VOL. III. 


In this third volume which consists chiefly of Articles 
relating to Elasticity and Heat, I have not found it 
convenient to follow the chronological order of Vols. I. 
and 11. 

A printed volume containing my Baltimore Lectures 
on Molecular Dynamics and the Wave Theory of Light 
with Appendices, of which a limited edition has already 
been published in papyro-graph by the Johns Hopkins 
University, will contain also some later articles relating 
to those subjects, and will I hope be published soon. 

A concluding volume of the present series will I hope 
contain, in chronological order, all that remain of my 
Mathematical and Physical Papers. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to 
Messrs Adam and Charles Black, for their kindness in 
permitting the Articles on Elasticity and Heat from the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, to be included in the present 
volume. 

WILLIAM THOMSON. 


PuTERHousE Lodge, Cambridge. 
June 2 , 1890 . 
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MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL PAPEBS. 


Art. XCII. Elasticity and Heat. 


[Reprint, by permission, of articles contributed to the Ninth Edition (1878) 
of the Encydopcedia Dritannica^ 

PART I. ELASTICITY. 

[This article is founded upon, and has incorporated within it, these two papers 
— A Mathematical Theory of Elasticity,” Trans. Roy. Soc. April 24, 1856, 
and “ On the Elasticity and Viscosity of Metals,” Froc. Roy. Soc. May 18, 
1865.] 
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1. Elasticity of matter is that property in virtue of which 
a body requires force to change its bulk or shape, and requires a 
continued application of the force to maintain the change, and 
springs back when the force is removed, and, if left at rest without 
the force, does not remain at rest except in its previous bulk and 
shape. The elasticity is said to be perfect, when the body always 
requires the same force to keep it at rest, in the same bulk and 
shape and at the same temperature, through whatever variations 
of bulk, shape, and temperature it be brought. A body is said 
to possess some degree of elasticity if it requires any force to 
keep it in any particular bulk or shape. It is convenient to 
discuss elasticity of bulk and elasticity of shape sometimes sepa- 
rately and sometimes jointly. 

2. Every body has some degree of elasticity of bulk. If a 
body possesses any degree of elasticity of shape it is called a 
solid ; if it possesses no degree of elasticity of shape it is called 
a fluid. 

3. All fluids possess elasticity of bulk to perfection. Pro- 
bably so do all homogeneous solids, such as crystals and glasses. 
It is not probable that any degree of fluid pressure (or pressure 
acting equally in all directions) on a piece of common glass, or 
rock crystal, or of diamond, or on a crystal of bismuth, or of 
copper, or of lead, or of silver, would make it denser after the 
pressure is removed, or put it into a condition in which at any 
particular intermediate pressure it would be denser than it was 
at that pressure before the application of the extreme pressure. 
Malleable metals and alloys, on the other hand, may have their 
densities considerably increased and diminished by hammering 
and by mere traction. By compression between the dies used in 
coining, the density of gold may be raised from 19*258 to 19*367, 
and the density of copper from 8*535 to 8*916*; and Mr M'Far- 
lane’s experiments quoted below (§ 78), show a piece of copper 
wire decreasing in density from 8*91 to 8*835 after successive 
simple tractions, by which its length was increased from 287 centi- 
metres to 317 centimetres, while its modulus of rigidity decreased 
from 443 to 426 million grammes per square centimetre. Later ex- 
periments, recently made for this article by the same experimenter, 

* Seventh Annual Report of the Deputy-Master of the Mint, p. 43, quoting as 
authority Percy’s Metallurgy of Copper, London, 1861. 


1—2 
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have shown augmentation of density from 8*85 to 8*95, produced 
by successive tractions which elongated a piece of copper wire 
from weighing 16*4 grammes per metre to weighing 13*5 grammes 
per metre, the wire having been first annealed by heating it to 
redness in sand, and allowing it to cool slowly. Augmentation of 
density by traction is a somewhat surprising result, but not alto- 
gether so when we consider that the wire had been reduced to 
an abnormally small density by the previous thermal treatment 
(the “annealing”). The common explanations of these changes 
of density in metals, which attributes them to porosity, is pro- 
bably true ; by porosity being understood a porous structure with 
such vast numbers of the ultimate molecules in the portions of 
the solid substance between pores or interstices that these portions 
may be called homogeneous in the sense that a crystal or a liquid 
can be called homogeneous (compare § 40 below). 

4. The elasticity of shape of many solids is not perfect ; it 
is not known whether it is perfect for any. It might be expected 
to be perfect for glass and rock crystal and diamond and other 
hard, brittle, homogeneous substances; but experiment proves 
that at all events for glass it is not so, and shows on the contrary 
a notable degree of imperfection in the torsional elasticity of glass 
fibres. It might be expected that in copper and soft iron and 
other plastic metals the elasticity of shape would be very imper- 
fect ; experiment shows, on the contrary, that in copper, brass, 
soft iron, steel, platinum, provided the distortion does not exceed 
a certain limit in each case, elasticity of shape is remarkably 
perfect, much more perfect than in glass. It is quite probable 
that even in the softer metals — zinc, tin, lead, cadmium, potassium, 
sodium, &c. — the elasticity of shape may be as perfect as in the 
metals mentioned above, but within narrower limits as to degree 
of distortion. Accurate experiment is utterly wanting, to discover 
what is the degree of imperfection, if any, of the elasticity of any 
metal or alloy, when tested within sufiiciently narrow limits of 
distortion. 

5. The “viscosity of metals” described below (§§ 21 — 25) does 
not demonstrate any imperfectness of elasticity according to the 
definition of § 1, which is purely statical. The viscosity of solids 
may (for all we yet know by experiment) depend, as does the 
viscosity of fluids, upon a resistance varying with the velocity of 
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the change, and vanishing when the velocity of the change is zero, 
that is to say, when the body is at rest in any configuration ; if 
so, the elasticity of the substance concerned is perfect within 
the limits of the experiment in question. If, on the other hand 
(as the discovery of elastic fatigue ” described in § 30 below seems 
to indicate may be to some degree the case), the loss of energy 
from the vibrations in the experiments described, is due to a 
dependence of the elastic resilient force upon previous conditions 
of the substance in respect to strain, the “viscosity*' would be 
continuous with a true imperfectness of static elasticity. Here, 
then, wo have a definite question which can be answered by 
experiment only : — Consider a certain definite stress applied to a 
solid substance; as, for example, a certain “couple” twisting a 
wire or rod ; or a certain weight pulling it out, or compressing it 
lengthwise ; or a certain weight placed on the middle of a beam 
supported by trestles under its ends. Let the weight be applied 
and removed a great many times, and suppose it to be seen that 
after each application and removal of the stress the body comes to 
rest in exactly the same configuration as after the previous appli- 
cation or removal of the stress. If now the body be left to itself 
with the stress removed,- and if it be found to remain at rest in 
the same configuration for minutes, or hours, or days, or years 
after the removal of the stress, a part of the definition of perfect 
elasticity is fulfilled. Or, again, if the stress be applied, and 
kept applied with absolute constancy, and if the body remain 
permanently in a constant configuration, another item of the defi- 
nition of perfect elasticity is proved. When any such experiment 
is made on any metal, unless some of the softer metals (§ 4) is 
to be excepted, there is certainly very little if any change of 
configuration in the circumstances now supposed. The writer 
believes, indeed, that nothing of the kind has hitherto been 
discovered by experiment, provided the stress has been consider- 
ably less than that which would break or give a notable permanent 
twist, or elongation, or bend, to the body ; that is to say, provided 
the action has been kept decidedly within the limits of the body’s 
elasticity as commonly understood (§§ 7 — 20 below). Mr J. T. 
Bottomley, with the assistance of a grant of money from the British 
Association, has commenced making arrangements for secular ex- 
periments on the elasticity of metals, in the tower of the University 
of Glasgow, to answer this question in respect to permanence or 
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non-permanence through minutes, or hours, or days, or years, or 
centuries. If several gold wires are hung side by side, one of 
them bearing the smallest weight that will keep it approximately 
straight, another wire bearing ^ of the breaking weight, another 
wire bearing of the breaking weight, and so on; the one of 
them bearing of the breaking weight will probably, in the 
course of a few hours or days, show very sensible elongation. 
Will it go on becoming longer and longer till it breaks, or will 
the time -curve of its elongation be asymptotic? Even with 
considerably less than of the breaking weight there will pro- 
bably be a continually augmenting elongation, but with asymptotic 
time-curve indicating a limit beyond which the elongation never 
goes, but which it infinitely nearly reaches in an infinite time. 
It is not probable that a gold wire stretched by of its present 
breaking weight, or by J of its present breaking weight, or even 
by \ of its present breaking weight, would break in a thousand 
or in a million years. The existence of gold ornaments which 
have been found in ancient tombs and cities, and have preserved 
their shapes for thousands of years without running down glacier- 
wise (as does brittle pitch or sealing-wax in the course of a few 
years in moderately warm climates), seems to prove that for gold 
(and therefore leaves no doubt also for many other metals) the 
time-curve is asymptotic, if indeed there is any slow change of 
shape at all after the application of a moderate stress well within 
the limits of elasticity. Egyptian and Greek statues, Etruscan 
vases, Egyptian obelisks, and other stone monuments with their 
engraved hieroglyphics, flint implements and boulders, and moun- 
tains with the geological evidence we have of their antiquity, 
prove for stones, and pottery, and rocks of various kinds, a per- 
manence for thousands and millions of years of resistance to 
distorting stress. 

6. The complete fulfilment of the definition of perfect elas- 
ticity, is not proved by mere permanence of the extreme con- 
figurations assumed by the substance, when a stated amount of 
the stress is alternately applied and removed. This condition 
might be fulfilled, and yet the amount of elastic force might be 
different with the same palpable configuration of the body during 
gradual augmentation and during gradual diminution of the stress. 
That it is so in fact is proved by the discovery of viscosity referred 
to below (§ 31) ; but it is not yet proved that if, after increasing 
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the stress to a certain definite amount, the body is brought to 
rest in the same palpable configuration as before, the amounts of 
stress required to hold it in this configuration are different in 
the two cases. If they are, (§ 1) the elasticity is imperfect ; if 
they are not, the elasticity is perfect within the limits of the 
experiment (compare § 36 below). 

7. Limits of Elasticity — Elasticity of Shape, — The degree 
of distortion within which elasticity of shape is found is essentially 
limited in every solid. Within sufficiently narrow limits of dis- 
tortion every solid shows elasticity of shape to some degree— some 
solids, to perfection, so far as we know at present. When the 
distortion is too great, the body either breaks or receives a per- 
manent bend — that is, such a molecular disturbance that it does 
not return to its original figure when the bending force is 
removed. If the first notable dereliction from perfectness of 
elasticity is a breakage, the body is called brittle, — if a permanent 
bend, plastic or malleable or ductile. The metals are generally 
ductile; some metals and metallic alloys and compounds of 
metals with small proportions of other substances, are brittle; 
some of them brittle only in certain states of temper, others it 
seems essentially brittle. The steel of before the days of Bessemer 
and Siemens is a remarkable instance. When slowly cooled from 
a bright red heat, it is remarkably tough and ductile. When 
heated to redness and cooled suddenly by being plunged in oil or 
water or mercury, it becomes exceedingly brittle and hard (glass- 
hard, as it is called), and to ordinary observation seems incapable 
of taking a permanent bend (though probably careful observation 
would prove it not quite so). The definition of steel used to be 
approximately pure iron capable of being tempered glass-hard, and 
again softened to different degrees by different degrees of heat 
Now, the excellent qualities of iron made by Bessemer s and 
Siemens’s processes are called steel, and are reckoned best when in- 
capable of being tempered glass-hard, the possibility of brittleness 
supervening in the course of any treatment which the metal may 
meet with in its manufacture, being an objection against the use of 
what was formerly called steel for ship’s plates, ribs, stringers, &c., 
and for many applications of land engineering, even if the material 
could be had in sufficient abundance. 

8. Limits of Elasticity Elasticity of Bulk 

— If we reckon by the amount of pressure, there is probably no 
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limit to the elasticity of bulk in the direction of increase of pres- 
sure for any solid or fluid ; but whether continued augmentation 
produces continued diminution of bulk towards zero without limit, 
or whether for any or every solid or fluid there is a limit towards 
which it may be reduced in bulk, but smaller than which no 
degree of pressure, however great, can condense it, is a question 
which cannot be answered in the present state of science. Would 
any pressure, however tremendous, give to gold a density greater 
than 19*6, or to copper a density greater than 9*0, after the 
pressure is removed (§ 8 above) ? Whether the body be fluid 
or a continuous non-porous solid, it probably recovers its original 
density, however tremendously it may have been pressed, and 
probably shows perfect elasticity of bulk (§ 8 above) through the 
whole range of positive pressure from zero to infinity, provided 
the pressure has been equal in all directions like fluid pressure. 
As for negative pressure, we have no knowledge of what limit, 
if any, there may be to the amount of force which can be applied 
to a body pulling its surface out equally in all directions. The 
question of how to apply the negative pressure is inextricably 
involved with that of the body's power to resist. The upper 
part of the mercury of a barometer, adhering to the glass above 
the level corresponding to the atmospheric pressure, is a familiar 
example of what is called negative pressure in liquids. Water 
and other transparent liquids show similar phenomena, one 
of which is the warming of water above its boiling-point in an 
open glass or metal vessel varnished with shellac. Attempts to 
produce great degrees of this so-called negative pressure, are 
baffled by what seems an instability of the equilibrium which 
supervenes when the negative pressure is too much augmented. 
It is a very interesting subject for experimental inquiry to find 
how high mercury or water or any other liquid can be got to 
stand above the level corresponding to the atmospheric pressure 
in a tall hermetically sealed tube, and by how many degrees a 
liquid can, with all precautions, be warmed above its boiling-point. 
In each case it seems to be by a minute bubble forming and 
expanding somewhere at the boundary of the liquid, where it is 
in contact with the containing vessel, that the possible range of 
the negative pressure is limited, judging from what we see when 
we carefully examine a transparent liquid, or the surface of 
separation between mercury and glass, in any such experiment. 
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The contrast of the amounts of negative pressure practically 
obtainable or obtained hitherto in such experiments on liquids 
(which are at the most those corresponding to the weight of a 
few metres of the substance), with that obtainable in the case 
of even the weakest solids, is remarkable; and as for the strongest, 
consider for instance (§ 22 below) 17 nautical miles of steel piano- 
forte wire hanging by one end. When a cord, or rod, or wire of 
any solid substance hangs vertically, the negative pressure (for 
example, 23,000 atmospheres in the case just cited) in any trans- 
verse section is equal to the weight of the part hanging below it. 
It is an interesting question not to be answered by any experi- 
ment easily made or even devised, — How much would the longi- 
tudinal pull which can be applied to a cord, rod, or wire without 
breaking it, be augmented (probably augmented, but possibly 
diminished) by lateral pull applied all round the sides so as to 
give equal negative pressure in all directions ? 

9. Limits of Elasticity (continued)— Elasticity of Shape 
for Distortions not Uniform through the Substancey and for Com- 
piound Distortions; and Elasticity corresponding to Co-existent 
Distortion and Change of Bulk : — 

Example 1. — A round wire twisted, or a cylindrical shaft 
transmitting revolntional motion in machinery, presents, as we 
shall see (§ 64 below), an instance of simple distortion, but to dif- 
ferent degrees in different parts of the substance, increasing from the 
axis where it is zero, uniformly to the surface where it is greatest. 

Example 2 . — Elongation of a wire or rod by direct pull, is 
(§ 23 below) an instance of a compound distortion co-existing with 
a rarefaction of the substance, both distortion and rarefaction being 
uniform throughout. 

Example 3. — Shortening of a column by end pressure is an 
instance of a similar compound distortion combined with conden- 
sation of the substance, both distortion and condensation being 
uniform throughout. 

Example 4. — Flexure of a round wire or of a bar, or beam, or 
girder, of any shape of normal section, by opposite bending couples 
applied at the two ends, is an instance in which one-half of the 
substance is stretched, and the other half shortened with exactly 
the same combination of distortions and changes of bulk as in 
examples 2 and 3. The strain is uniform along the length of the 
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bar, but varies in the cross section in simple proportion to distance 
from a certain line (§ 62 below) through the centre of gravity of the 
sectional area, which, in the case of a round bar, is the diameter 
perpendicular to the plane of curvature. 

The limits of elasticity in the cases of these four examples are 
subjects of vital importance in practical mechanics, and a vast 
amount of careful and accurate observation and experiment, which 
has given much valuable practical information regarding them, 
has been gone through by engineers, in their necessary dealings 
with questions regarding strength of materials. Still there is 
great want of definite scientific information on the subject of 
limits of elasticity generally, and particularly on many elementary 
questions (§ 21 below), which force themselves upon us when we 
endeavour to analyze the molecular actions concerned in such 
cases as the four examples now before us. Some principles of 
much importance for guidance in practical as well as in theoretical 
deductions from observations and experiments on this subject, 
were set forth twenty-nine years ago by Professor James Thomson, 
in an article published in the Cambridge and Dublin Mathematical 
Journal for November 1848. Nothing is to be gained either in 
clearness or brevity by any other way of dealing with it than 
reproducing it m extenso. It is accordingly given here, with a 
few changes made in it with its author^s concurrence. 

It constitutes the following §§ 10 — 20. 

On the strength of materials, as influenced by the existence or 
non-existence of certain nmtual strains* among the particles com- 
2 )osing them. By James Thomson, M.A., College, Glasgow. 

10. "My principal object in the following paper is to show 
that the absolute strength of any material composed of a sub- 
stance possessing ductility (and few substances, if any, are entirely 
devoid of this property) may vary to a great extent, according to 
the state of tension or relaxation in which the particles have been 
made to exist when the material as a whole is subject to no 
external strain. 

11. "Let, for instance, a round bar of malleable iron, or a 
piece of iron wire, be made red hot, and then be allowed to cool. 

* [Note added Nov. 1877. More nearly what is now called stress than what is 
now called strain is meant by “strain” in this article, which was written before 
Bankine’s introduction of the word stress, and distinct definition of the word strain 
(see chap. i. of Mathematical Theory below).] 
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Its particles may now be regarded as being all completely relaxed. 
Let, next, one end of the bar be fixed, and the other be made to 
revolve by torsion, till the particles at the circumference of the 
bar are strained to the utmost extent of which they can admit, 
without undergoing a permanent alteration in their mutual con- 
nexion*. In this condition, equal elements of the cross section 
of the bar afford resistances proportional to the distances of the 
elements from the centre of the bar; since the particles arc dis- 
placed from their positions of relaxation through spaces which are 
proportional to the distances of the particles from the centre. The 
couple which the bar now resists, and which is equal to the sum 
of the couples due to the resistances of all the elements of the 
section, is that which is commonly assumed as the measure of the 
torsional strength of the bar. For future reference, this couple 
may be denoted by Z, and the angle through which it has twisted 
the free end of the bar by 

12. The twisting of the bar may, however, be carried still 
farther, and during the progress of this process the outer particles 
will yield in virtue of their ductility, those towards the interior 
successively reaching their elastic limits, until, when the twisting 
has been sufficiently continued, all the particles in the section, 
except those quite close to the centre, have been strained beyond 
their elastic limits. Hence, if we suppose f that no change in the 
hardness of the substance composing the material has resulted 
from the sliding of its particles past one another, and that thero- 

* “I here assume the existence of a definite ^elastic limits' or a limit within 
which, if two particles of a substance be displaced, they will return to their original 
relative positions when the disturbing force is removed. The opposite conclusion, to 
which Mr Hodgkinson seems to have been led by some interesting experimental 
results, will be considered at a more advanced part of this paper.” 

+ [Note added October 1877. This supposition may be true for some solids; 
it is certainly not true for solids generally. A piece of copper or of iron taken in a 
soft and unstrained condition certainly becomes “harder” when strained beyond 
its first limits of elasticity, that is to say, its limits of elasticity become wider; 
and a similar result will probably be found in ductile metals generally. Thus the 
resistance of the outer elements will be greater than those of the inner elements in 
the case described in the text, until the torsion has been pushed so far as to bring 
about the greatest hardness in all the elements at any considerable distance from 
the axis. It may be that before this condition has been attained the hardening of 
the outer elements will have been overdone, and they may have begun to lose 
strength, and to have become fiiable and fissured. The principle set forth in the 
text is not, however, vitiated by the incorrectness of a supposition introduced merely 
for the sake of numerical illustration.] 
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fore all small elements of the section of the bar afford the same 
resistance, no matter what their distances from the centre may 
be, it is easy to prove that the total torsional resistance of the 
bar is | of what it was in the former case ; or, according to the 
notation already adopted, it is* now |i. 

13. ‘*If, after this, all external stress bo removed from the 

bar, it will assume a position of equilibrium, in which the outer 
particles will be strained in the direction opposite to that in which 
it was twisted, and the inner ones in the same direction as that of 
the twisting, the two sets of opposite couples thus produced among 
the particles of the bar balancing one another. It is easy to show 
that the line of separation between the particles strained in one 
direction and those in the other is a circle whose radius is f of 
the radius of the bar. The particles in this line are evidently 

* “To prove this, let r be the radius of the bar, ri the utmost force of a unit of 
area of the section to resist a strain tending to make the particles slide past one 
another, or to resist a shearing strain, as it is commonly called. Also, let the 
section of the bar be supposed to be divided into an infinite number of concentric 
annular elements,— the radius of any one of these being denoted by x and its area 
by 2vxdx. 

“Now, when only the particles at the circumference are strained to the utmost, 
and when, therefore, the forces on equal areas of the various elements arc pro- 
portional to the distances of the elements from the centre, we have 77 ^ for the 

force of a unit of area at the distance of x from the centre. Hence the total 
tangential force of the element is 

= 2vxdx . 77 - , 
r 

and the couple due to the same element is 

X 1 

=x . 27rxdx . 77 ~ = 27r77 - . a^dx ; 
r r 

and therefore the total couple, which has been denoted above by L, is 

1 /*»• 

= 27r77 - I y?dXy 

^ ./ 0 

that is Z. = }7r777‘3 (a). 

Next, when the bar has been twisted so much that all the particles in its section 
afford their utmost resistance, we have the total tangential force of the element 
2Txdx . ri^ and the couple due to the same element 

= X . 2irxdx . 77 = 27r77 . x^dx. 

Hence the total couple due to the entire section is 

= 27ryJ x^dx=i7r7ir^. 

But this quality is i of the value of L in formula (a). That is, the couple which 
the bar resists in this case is |I/, or ^ of that which it resisted in the former case.” 
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subject to no strain* when no external couple is applied. The 
bar with its new molecular arrangement may now be subjected, as 
often as we please fy to the couple without undergoing any 
farther alteration. Its strength to resist torsion, in the direction 
of the couple L has therefore been considerably increased. Its 
strength to resist torsion in the opposite direction has, however, 
by the same process, been much diminished; for as soon as its 
free extremity has been made to revolve backwards through an 
angle J of § @ from the position of equilibrium, the particles of 
the circumference will have suffered the utmost distortion of 
which they can admit without undergoing permanent alteration. 
Now, it is easy to prove that the couple required to produce a 
certain angle of torsion is the same in the new state of the bar 
as in the old§. Hence the ultimate strength of the bar when 
twisted backwards is represented by a couple amounting to only 
But, as wo have seen, it is when the wire is twisted 
forwards. That is, then, The wire in its new state has twice as 
much strength to resist torsion in me directim as it has to resist it 
in the other, 

14. “ Principles quite similar to the foregoing, are applicable 

* “ Or at least they are subject to no strain of torsion, either in the one direction 
or in the other; though they may be subject to a strain of compression or ex- 
tension in the direction of the length of the bar.” [That they are so is proved by 
experiments made for the present article by Mr Thomas Gray in October 1877.] 
“ This, however, does not fall to be considered in the investigation of the text.” 

t “ This statement, if not strictly, is at least extremely nearly true, since from 
the experiments made by Mr Fairbairn and Mr Hodgkinson on cast-iron (see 
various Reports of the British Association), we may conclude that the metals are 
influenced only in an extremely slight degree by time. Were the bars composed 
of some substance, such as sealing wax, or hard pitch, possessing a sensible amount 
of viscidity, the statement in the text would not hold good.” 

X [Note added October 1877. This assumes that the limits of elasticity in a 
substance which has been already strained beyond its limits of elasticity are equal 
on the two sides of the shape which it has when in equilibrium without disturbing 
force— a supposition which may be true or may not be true. Experiment is 
urgently needed to test it ; for its truth or falseness is a matter of much importance 
in the theory of elasticity.] 

§ “To prove this, let the bar be supposed to be divided into an infinite number 
of elementary concentric tubes (like the so-called annual rings of growth in trees). 
To twist each of these tubes through a certain angle, the same couple will be 
required, whether the tube is already subject to the action of a couple of any 
moderate amount in either direction or not. Hence, to twist them all, or, what 
is the same thing, to twist the whole bar, through a certain angle, the same couple 
will be required whether the various elementary tubes bo or be not relaxed, when 
the bar as a whole is free from external strain.” 
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in regard to beams subjected to cross strain. As, however, my 
chief object at present is to point out the existence of such 
principles, to indicate the mode in which they are to be applied 
and to show their great practical importance in the determination 
of the strength of materials, I need not enter fully into their 
application in the case of cross strain. The investigation in this 
case closely resembles that in the case of torsion, but is more com- 
plicated on account of the different ultimate resistances afforded 
by any material to tension and to compression, and on account of 
the numerous varieties in the form of section of beams which 
for different purposes it is found advisable to adopt. I shall 
therefore merely make a few remarks on this subject. 

15. “If a bent bar of wrought iron or other ductile material 
be straightened, its particles will thus be put into such a state 
that its strength to resist cross strain, in the direction towards 
which it has been straightened, will be very much greater than 
its strength to resist it in the opposite direction; each of these two 
resistances being entirely different from that which the same bar 
would afford were its particles all relaxed when the entire bar is 
free from external strain. The actual ratios of these various 
resistances depend on the comparative ultimate resistances af- 
forded by the substance to compression and extension, and also, in 
a very material degree, on the form of the section of the bar. I 
may, however, state that in general the variations in the strength 
of a bar to resist cross strain, which are occasioned by variations 
in its molecular arrangement, are much greater even than those 
which have already been pointed out as occurring in the strength 
of bars subjected to torsion. 

16. “What has already been stated is quite sufficient to 
account for many very discordant and perplexing results which 
have been arrived at by different experimenters on the strength 
of materials. It scarcely ever occurs that a material is presented 
to us, either for experiment or for application to a practical use, 
in which the particles are free from great mutual strains. Pro- 
cesses have already been pointed out by which we may at pleasure 
produce certain peculiar strains of this kind. These, or other 
processes producing somewhat similar strains, are used in the 
manufacture of almost all materials. Thus, for instance, when 
malleable iron has received its final conformation by the process 
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termed cold swaging, that is, by hammering it till it is cold, the 
outer particles exist in a state of extreme compression, and the 
internal ones in a state of extreme tension. The same seems to 
be the case in cast iron when it is taken from the mould in which 
it has been cast. The outer portions have cooled first, and have 
therefore contracted, while the inner ones still continued expanded 
by heat. The inner ones then contract as they subsequently cool, 
and thus they, as it were, pull the outer ones together. That is, 
in the end the outer ones arc in a state of compression and the 
inner ones in the opposite condition. 

17. ‘'The foregoing principles may serve to explain the true 
cause of an important fact observed by Mr Eaton Hodgkinson in 
his valuable researches in regard to the strength of cast iron 
{Report of the British Association for 1837, p. 362)*. He found, 
that, contrary to what had been previously supposed, a strain, 
however small in comparison to that which would occasion rupture, 
was sufficient to produce a set, or permanent change of form, in the 
beams on which he experimented. Now this is just what should be 
expected in accordance with the principles which I have brought 
forward ; for if, for some of the causes already pointed out, various 
parts of a beam previously to the application of an external force 
have been strained to the utmost, when, by the application of such 
force, however small, they are still farther displaced from their 
positions of relaxation, they must necessarily undergo a permanent 
alteration in their connection with one another, an alteration 
permitted by the ductility of the material; or, in other words, 
the beam as a whole must take a set. 

18. “In accordance with this explanation of the fact observed 
by Mr E. Hodgkinson, I do not think we are to conclude with him 
that ‘ the maxim of loading bodies within the elastic limit has no 
foundation in nature.’ It appears to me that the defect of elas- 
ticity, which he has shown to occur even with very slight strains, 
exists only when the strain is applied for the first time ; or, in 
other words, that if a beam has already been subjected to a con- 
siderable strain, it may again be subjected to any smaller strain 
in the same direction without its taking a set. It will readily be 

♦ For further information regarding Mr Hodgkinson ’s views and experiments 
see his communications in the Transactions of the Sections of the British Association 
for the years 1843 (p. 23) and 1844 (p. 25), and a work by him, entitled Experi- 
mental Researches on the Strength and other properties of Cast Iron^ 8vo. 1846. 
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seen, however, from Mr Hodgkinson’s experiments, that the term 
‘ elastic limit,' as commonly employed, is entirely vague, and must 
tend to lead to erroneous results. 

19. “ The considerations adduced seem to me to show clearly 
that there really exist two elastic limits for any material, between 
which the displacements or deflexions, or what may in general be 
termed the changes of form, must be confined, if we wish to avoid 
giving the material a set, or, in the case of variable strains, if we 
wish to avoid giving it a continuous succession of sets which would 
gradually bring about its destruction ; that these two elastic limits 
are usually situated one on the one side and the other on the 
opposite side of the position which the material assumes when 
subject to no external strain, though they may be both on the 
same side of this position of relaxation* ; and that they may there- 
fore with propriety be called the superior and the inferior limit of 
the change of form of the material for the particular arrangement 
which has been given to its particles ; that these two limits are not 
fixed for any given material, but that, if the change of form be 
continued beyond either limit, two new limits will, by means of 
an alteration in the arrangement of the particles of the material, be 
given to it in place of those which it previously possessed ; and 
lastly, that the processes employed in the manufacture of materials 
are usually such as to place the two limits in close contiguity with 
one another, thus causing the material to take in the first instance 
a set from any strain, however slight, while the interval which may 
afterwards exist between the two limits, and also, as was before 
stated, the actual position assumed byeach of them, are determined by 
the peculiar strains which arc subsequently applied to the material. 

20. “The introduction of new, though necessary, elements 
into the consideration of the strength of materials may, on the one 


* Thus if the section of a beam be of some such form as 
that shown in cither of the accompanying figures, the one rib 
or the two ribs, as the case may be, being very weak in com- 
parison to the thick part of the beam, it may readily occur 
that the two elastic limits of deflexion may be situated both 
on the same side of the position assumed by the beam when 
free from external force. For if the beam has been sup- 
ported at its extremities and loaded at its middle till the 
rib AB has yielded by its ductility so as to make all its parti- 
cles exert their utmost tension, and if the load be now gradually removed 
particles at B may come to be compressed to the utmost before the load has 
entirely removed. 
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hand, seem annoying from rendering the investigations more com- 
plicated. On the other hand, their introduction will really have 
the effect of obviating difficulties, by removing erroneous modes of 
viewing the subject, and preventing contradictory or incongruous 
results from being obtained by theory and experiment. In all 
investigations, in fact, in which we desire to attain or to approach 
nearly to truth, wo must take facts as they actually are, not as we 
might be tempted to wish them to be for enabling us to dispense 
with examining processes which are somewhat concealed and 
intricate but are not the less influential from their hidden 
character.” 

21. Passing now to homogeneous matter (§ 38 below), homo- 
geneously strained (chap. Ti. of Math. Theory below), we are met 
by physical questions of great interest regarding limits of elasticity. 
Supposing the solid to be homogeneously distorted in any par- 
ticular way to nearly the limit of its elasticity for this kind of 
distortion, will the limits be widened or narrowed by the super- 
position of negative or positive pressure equal in all directions 
producing a dilatation or a condensation ? It seems probable that 
a dilatation would narrow the limits of elasticity, and a condensa- 
tion widen them. This, however, is a mere guess : experiment 
alone can answer the question. Take again a somewhat less 
simple case. A wire is stretched by a weight to nearly its limits 
of longitudinal elasticity; a couple twisting it is applied to its 
lower end — Will this either cause the weight to run down and give 
the wire a permanent set, or break it ? Probably, — yes ; but 

experiment only can decide. The corresponding question with 
reference to a column loaded with a weight may have the same 
answer, but not necessarily so ; experiment again is wanting. A 
wire hanging stretched by a light weight, merely to steady it, 
is twisted to nearly its limit of torsional elasticity by a couple 
of given magnitude applied to its lower end ; the stretching weight 
is increased — Will this cause it to yield to the couple and take a 
permanent set ? Probably, — yes. [Certainly yeSy for steel piano- 
forte wire experimented on by Mr M‘Farlane to answer this 
question since it was first put in type for the present article.] 
If so, then the limits of torsional elasticity of a wire bearing a 
heavy weight are widened by diminishing or taking off the weight; 
and no doubt it will follow continuously that a column twisted 
T. III. 2 
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by opposing couples at its two ends will have its limits of torsional 
elasticity widened by the application of forces to its two ends, 
pressing them towards one another. Experiments to answer these 
questions would certainly reward the experimenter with definite 
and interesting results. 

22. Nakuownkss of Limits of Elasticity. — Solids. — The 
limits of elasticity of metals, stones, crystals, woods, arc so narrow 
that the distance between any two neighbouring points of the 
substance never alters by more than a small proportion of its 
own amount without the substance cither breaking or experiencing 
a permanent set, and therefore the angle between two lines meeting 
in any point of the substance and passing always through the 
same matter is never altered by more than a small fraction of the 
radian*, before the body either breaks or takes a permanent set. 
By far the widest limits of elasticity hitherto discovered by ex- 
periment, for any substance except cork, india-rubber, jellies, anj 
those of steel pianoforte wire. Take, for example, the pianoforte 
wire at present in use for deep-sea soundings. It is No. 22 of the 
Birmingham wire gauge, its density is 7*727, it weighs *034 
gramme per centimetre, or 6*298 kilogrammes per nautical mile 
of 1852*3 metres, and therefore its sectional area and diameter are 
*00044 square centimetre and *0244 centimetre. It bears a weight 
of 106 kilogrammes, which is equal in weight to about 31 kilo- 
metres of its length, and when this weight is alternately hung on 
and removed the length of the wire varies by of its amount. 
While this elongation takes place there is a lateral shrinking, as 
we shall see (§ 47 below), of from J to of the same amount. 

23. Consider now in the unstrained wire two lines through 
the substance of the wire at right angles to one another in 
any plane through or parallel to the axis of the wire in directions 
equally inclined to this line. When the wire is pulled lengthwise 
the two vertical angles bisected by the length of the wire become 
acute, and the other two obtuse by a small difference, as illustrated 
in the diagram (fig. 2), where the continuous lines represent a 
portion of the uiipulled wire, and the dotted lines the same 
portion of the wire when pulled. The change in each of the 
angles would be of the radian in virtue of the elongation were 


The radian is the angle whose arc is equal to radius ; it is equal to 57° *29, 
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there no lateral shrinking, and about of the radian in virtue 
of the lateral shrinking were there no elonga- 
tion. The whole change experienced by each of 
the right angles is therefore actually (§ 37 below) 

^ about of the radian, or 0° *84. 

This is an extreme case. In all other cases of 
metals, stones, glasses, crystals, the substance 
either breaks or takes a pennanent bend, 
probably before it experiences any so great 
angular distortion as a degree ; and except in 
the case of steel we may roughly regard the 
limits of elasticity as being something between 
and in respect to the linear elonga- 
tion or contraction, and from of a degree 
to half a degree in respect to angular distor- 
tion. 

24. On the other hand, gelatinous substances, such as india- 
rubber and elastic jellies, have very wide limits of elasticity. A 
vulcanized india-rubber band, for instance, is capable of being 
stretched, again and again, to eight times its length, and returning 
always to nearly its previous condition when the stress is removed. 
A shape of transparent jolly presents a beautiful instance of great 
degrees of distortion with seemingly very perfect elasticity. All 
these instances, india-rubber and jellies, show with great changes 
of shape but slight changes of bulk. They have, in fact, all, as 
nearly as experiment has hitherto been able to determine, the 
same compressibility as water. 

25. Cork, another body with very wide limits of elasticity 
(very imperfect elasticity it is true) is singular, among bodies 
seemingly homogeneous to the eye, in its remarkably easy com- 
pressibility. It is, in fact, the only seemingly homogeneous solid 
which shows to the unaided eye any sensible change of bulk under 
any practically applicable forces. A small homogeneous piece 
torn out of a cork may, by merely pressing it between the fingers, 
be readily compressed to half its bulk, and a large slab of cork 
in a Bramah press may be compressed to of its bulk. An 
ordinary bottle cork loaded with a small piece of metal presents a 
very interesting appearance in an Oersted glass compressing 
vessel; first floating, and when compressed to 20 or 30 atmo- 

2—2 
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spheres sinking, and shrivelling in bulk very curiously ; then on 
the pressure being removed, expanding again, but not quite to 
previous bulk, and floating up or remaining down according to the 
amount of its load. 

The divergences, presented by cork and gelatinous bodies, 
in opposite directions from the regular elasticity of hard solids 
form an interesting subject, to which we shall return later (§ 48 
below). 

26. Liquids , — In respect to liquids, there are no limits of 
elasticity so far as regards the magnitude of the positive pressure 
applied or conceivably applicable ; but in respect to the magnitude 
of negative pressure, and in respect to the magnitude of the 
change of bulk, whether by negative or positive pressure, there 
are probably very decided and not very wide limits. Thus water, 
though condensed 1/1 1*5 of its bulk by 2000 atmospheres in 
Perkins** experiments, corrected roughly for the compression of 
his glass piezometer,’* which is very nearly at the rate of 1 /21,000 
per atmosphere found (§ 77 below) more accurately by subsequent 
experiments for moderate pressures up to 20 or 30 atmospheres, 
may be expected to be compressed by much less than 1/3 of its 
volume under a pressure of 7000 atmospheres. How much it 
or any other liquid is condensed by a pressure of 10,000 atmo- 
spheres, or by 20,000 atmospheres, is an interesting subject for 
experimental investigation. 

27. Gases , — In respect to rarefaction, and in respect to jm- 
j)ortionate condensation, gases present enormously wider limits 
of elasticity than any liquids or solids, — in fact no limit in respect 
to dilatation, and in respect to condensation a definite limit only 
when the gas is below Andrews’s “ critical temperature.” If the 
gas be kept at any temperature above that critical temperature, 
it remains homogeneous, however much it be condensed ; and 
therefore for a fluid above the critical temperature there is, in 
respect to magnitude of pressure, no superior limit to its elasticity. 
On the other hand, if a fluid be kept at any constant temperature 
less than its critical temperature, it remains homogeneous, and 
presents an increasing pressure until a certain density is reached ; 

* Transactiom of Royal Society, June 1826, “ On the Progressive Compression 

of Water by liigh degrees of force, with some trials of its effects on other liquids,” by 
J, Perkins. Communicated by W. H. WoUaston, M.D., V.P.R.S. 
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when its bulk is further diminished it divides into two parts of 
less and greater density (the part of less density being called 
vapour, that of greater density being called liquid, if it is not 
solid), and presents no further increase of pressure until the 
vaporous part shrinks to nothing, and the whole becomes liquid 
(that is to say, homogeneous fluid at the greater of the two 
densities) or else becomes solid — the question whether the more 
dense part is liquid or solid depending on the particular tempera- 
ture below the critical temperature at which the whole substance is 
kept during the supposed experiment. 

28. The thermo-dynamic reasoning of Professor James Thom- 
son, which showed the effect of change of pressure in altering 
the freezing point of a liquid, leads to analogous considerations 
recrardin" the effect of continuous increase or continuous decrease 
of pressure upon a mass consisting of the same substance, partly 
in the liquid and partly in the solid state at one temperature. 
The three cases of transition from gas to liquid, from gas to solid, 
and from liquid to solid, present us with perfectly definite limits 
of elasticity, — the only perfectly definite limits of elasticity in 
nature of which we have any certain knowledge. 

29. Viscosity of Fluids and Solids . — Closely connected with 
limits of elasticity, and with imperfectness of elasticity, is viscosity, 
that is to say, resistance to change of shape depending on the 
velocity of the change. The full discovery of the viscosity of 
liquids and gases is due originally to Stokes ; and his hypothesis 
that in fluids the force of resistance is in simple proportion to the 
velocity of change of shape has been subsequently confirmed by 
the experimental investigations of Helmholtz, Maxwell, Meyer, 
Rundt, and Warburg. The definition of a fluid given in § 2 above 
may, by §1, be transformed into the following: — A fluid is a 
body which requires no force to keep it in any particular shape, 

or A fluid is a body which exercises no permanent resistance to a 

change of shape. The resistance to a change of shape presented 
by a fluid, evanescent as it is when the shape is not being changed 
(or vanishing when the velocity of the change vanishes), is 
essentially different from that permanent resistance to change of 
shape, the manifestation of which in solids constitutes elasticity of 
shape as defined in § 1 above. Maxwell's admirable kinetic theory 
of the viscosity of gases points to a full explanation of viscosity. 
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whether of gases, liquids, or solids, in the consideration of con- 
figurations and arrangements of relative motions of molecules, 
permanent in a solid under distorting stress, and temporary in 
fluids or solids while the shape is being changed, in virtue 
of which elastic force in the quiescent solid, and viscous resist- 
ance to change of shape in the non-quiescent fluid or solid, are 
produced. 

30. Viscosity of Metals and Fatigue of their Elasticity . — 
Experimental exercises performed by students in the physical 
laboratory of the university of Glasgow, during the session 
1864 — 65, brought to light some very remarkable and interesting 
results, proving a loss of energy in elastic vibrators (sometimes as 
much as two or three per cent, of energy lost in the course of a 
single vibration in one direction) incomparably greater than any- 
thing that could be due to imperfections in their elasticity (§1), 
and showing also a very remarkable fatigue of ehisticity, according 
to which a wire which had been kept vibrating for several hours or 
days through a certain range came to rest much quicker when left 
to itself than when set in vibration after it had been at rest for 
several days and then immediately left to itself. Thus it was 
found that the rates of subsidence of the vibrations of the several 
wires experimented on were generally much less rapid on the 
Monday mornings, when they had been at rest since the previous 
Friday, than on other days of the week, or than after several series 
of experiments had been made on a Monday. The following state- 
ment (§§ 31 — 34) is extracted from the article, in the Proceedings 
of the Royal Society for May 18, 1865*, containing some of the 
results of these observations. 

31. Viscosity, — By induction from a great variety of observed 
phenomena, we are compelled to conclude that no change of volume 
or of shape can be produced in any kind of matter without dissipa- 
tion of energy. Even in dealing with the absolutely perfect elasti- 
city of volume presented by every fluid, and possibly by some 
solids — as for instance homogeneous crystals — dissipation of energy 
is an inevitable result of every change of volume, because of the 
accompanying change of temperature, and consequent dissipation 
of heat by conduction or radiation. The same cause gives rise 

* Referred to in preliminary note to Part I. The contents of this Paper are 
embodied in the present article more particularly in §§ 31-34, 42-43 and 78 below. 



XCII. PT. I.] 


ELASTICITY. 


23 


necessarily to some degree of dissipation in connection with every 
change of shape of an elastic solid. But estimates founded on the 
thermodynamic theory of elastic solids, which I have given else- 
where* have sufficed to prove that the loss of energy due to 
this cause is small in comparison with the whole loss of energy 
observed in many cases of vibration. I have also found, by 
vibrating a spring alternately in air of ordinary pressure and in 
the exhausted receiver of an air-pump, that there is an internal 
resistance to its motions immensely greater than the resistance of 
the air. The same conclusion is to be drawn from the observation 
made by Kupffer in his great work on the elasticity of metals, that 
his vibrating springs subsided much more rapidly in their vibrations 
than rigid pendulums supported on knife-edges. The subsidence 
of vibrations is probably more rapid in glass than in some of the 
most elastic metals, as copper, iron, silver, aluminium *f-; but it is 
much more rapid than in glass, marvellously rapid indeed, in some 
metals (as for instance zinc)J, and in india-rubber, and even in 
homogeneous jellies. 

32. The frictional resistance against change of shape must in 
every solid bo infini^ly small when the change of shape is made at 
an infinitely slow rate, since, if it were finite for an infinitely slow 
change of shape, there would be infinite rigidity, which we may be 
sure§ does not exist in nature. Hence there is in elastic solids a 
molecular friction which maybe properly called viscosity of solids^ 
because, as being an internal resistance to change of shape de- 
pending on the rapidity of the change, it must be classed with 
fluid molecular friction, which by general consent is called viscosity 
of fluids. But, at the same time, it ought to be remarked that the 
word viscosity, as used hitherto by the best writers, when solids or 
heterogeneous semi-solid semi-fluid masses are referred to, has not 
been distinctly applied to molecular friction, especially not to the 
molecular friction of a highly elastic solid within its limits of high 

* “ Oil the Thermo-elastic Properties of Solids,” Quarterly Journal of Mathe- 
matics, April, 1855 (Art. xlviii. Part vii. Vol. I. above). 

+ We have no evidence that the precious metals are more elastic than copper, 
iron, or brass. One of the new bronze pennies gives quite as clear a ring as a 
two-shilling silver piece tested in the usual manner. 

X Torsional vibrations of a weight hung on a zinc wire subside so rapidly, that it 
has been found scarcely possible to count more than twenty of them in one case 
experimented on. 

§ Those who believe in the existence of indivisible, infinitely strong and infinitely 
rigid, very small bodies (finite hard atoms 1) deny this, 
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elasticity, but has rather been employed to designate a property of 
slow continual yielding through very great, or altogether unlimited, 
extent of change of shape, under the action of continued stress. 
It is in this sense that Forbes, for instance, has used the word in 
stating that ‘ viscous theory of glacial motion,’ which he demon- 
strated by his grand observations on glaciers. As, however, he 
and many other writers after him have used the words plasticity 
and plastic, both with reference to homogeneous solids (such as 
wax or pitch even though also brittle, soft metals, &c.) and to 
heterogeneous semi-solid semi-fluid masses (as mud, moist earth, 
mortar, glacial ice, &c.), to designate the property common to all 
those cases of experiencing, under continued stress, either quite 
continued and unlimited change of shape, or gradually very great 
change at a diminishing (asymptotic) rate through infinite time, 
and as the use of the term 'plasticity implies, no more than does 
viscosity, any physical theory or explanation of the property, the 
word viscosity is without inconvenience left available for the 
definition I propose. 

33. To investigate the viscosity of metals,! have in the first place 
taken them in the form of round wires, and have chosen torsional 
vibrations, after the manner of Coulomb, for observation, as being 
much the easiest way to arrive at definite results. In every case 
one end of the wire was attached to a rigid vibrator with sufficient 
firmness (thorough and smooth soldering I find to be always the 
best plan when the wire is thick enough) ; and the other to a 
fixed rigid body, from which the wire hangs, bearing the vibrator 
at its lower end. I arranged sets of observations to be made for 
the separate comparison of the following cases : — 

(а) The same wire with different vibrators of equal weights, 
to give equal stretching-tractions but different moments of inertia 
(to test the relation between viscous resistances against motions 
with different velocities, through the same range and under the 
same stress). 

(б) The same wire with different vibrators of equal 
moments of inertia but unequal weights (to test the effect of 
different longitudinal tractions on the viscous resistance to torsion 
under circumstances similar in all other respects). 

(c) The same wire and the same vibrator, but different 
initial ranges in successive experiments (to test an effect un- 
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expectedly discovered, by which the subsidence of vibrations from 
any amplitude takes place at very different rates according to the 
immediately previous molecular condition, whether of quiescence 
or of recurring changes of shape through a wider range). 

(d) Two equal and similar wires, with equal and similar 
vibrators, one of them kept as continually as possible in a state of 
vibration, from day to day ; the other kept at rest, except when 
vibrated in an experiment once a day (to test the effect of con- 
tinued vibration on the viscosity of a metal). 

34. Results. — (a) It was found that the loss of energy in 
a single vibration through one range was greater the greater the 
velocity (within the limits of the experiments) ; but the difference 
between the losses at low and high speeds was much less tlian it 
would have been had the resistance been, as Stokes has proved it 
to be in fluid friction, approximately as the rapidity of the change 
of shape. The irregularities in the results of the experiments 
which up to this time I have made, seem to prove that much 
smaller vibrations (producing less absolute amounts of distortion in 
the parts of the wires most stressed) must be observed, before any 
simple law of relation between molecular friction and velocity can 
be discovered. 

(b) When the weight was increased, the viscosity was 
always at first much increased ; but then day after day it gradually 
diminished and became as small in amount as it had been with the 
lighter weight. It has not yet been practicable to continue the 
experiments long enough in any case to find the limit to this 
variation. 

(c) The vibration subsided in aluminium wires much more 
rapidly from amplitude 20 to amplitude 10, when the initial 
amplitude was 40, than when it was 20. Thus, with a certain 
aluminium wire, and vibrator No. 1 (time of vibration one way 
1*757 second), the number of vibrations counted were in three 


trials — 

Vibrations. 

Subsidence from 40 initial amplitude to 20 56 64 64 

And from 20 (in course of the same experiments) to 10 96 98 96 

The same wire and the same vibrator showed — 


Subsidence from 20 initial amplitude to 10 (average of four ) vibrations 
trials) j 
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Again, the same wire, with vibrator No. 2 * (time of vibration one way 1*236), 
showed in two trials — 

Vibrations. 


Subsidence from 40 initial amplitude to 20 54 52 

And continued from 20 to 10 90 90 

Again, same wire and vibrator,— 


From initial amplitude 20 to 10 .. 103 (mean of eight trials). This remarkable 
result suggested the question (cZ). 

(d) In a wire which was kept vibrating nearly all day, 
from day to day, after several days very much more molecular 
friction was found than in another kept quiescent except during 
each experiment. Thus two equal and similar pieces of copper 
wire were put up about the 26th of April, hanging with equal and 
similar lead weights, the upper and lower ends of the two wires 
being similarly fixed by soldering. No. 2 was more frequently 
vibrated than No. 1 for a few days at first, but no comparison of 
viscosities was made till May 15. Then 

No. 1 subsided from 20 initial range to 10 in 97 vibrations. 

No. 2 gave the same subsidence in 77 vibrations. 

During the greater part of May 16 and 17, No. 2 was kept vibrat- 
ing and No. 1 quiescent, and late on May 17 experiments with the 
following results were made : — 

Time per 
Vibration. 

No. 1 subsided from 20 to 10 after 99 vibrations in 237 sees., 2*4 


,, n „ 98 „ 235 „ 2*4 

,, „ y, 98 ,, 235 ,, 2*4 

No. 2 subsided from 20 to 10 after 58 vibrations in 142 „ 2*45 

,, j, ,, 60 ,, 147 ,, 2*45 

,, ,, ,, 57 ,, 139 „ 2*45 

» » „ 60 „ 147 „ 2-45 


[Note of May 27. — No. 1 has been kept at rest from May 17, 
while No. 2 has been kept oscillating more or less every day till 
yesterday, May 26, when both were oscillated, with the following 
results : — 

Time per 
Vibration. 

No. 1 subsided from 20 to 10 after 100 vibrations in 242 secs., 2-42 
No. 2 „ „ 44 or 45 vibrations 2*495.] 

35. The investigation was continued with much smaller degrees 
of maximum angular distortion, to discover, if possible, the law 
of the molecular friction, the existence of which was demonstrated 
by these experiments. Two questions immediately occurred: — 


Of same weight as No, 1, but different moment of inertia. 
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What is the law of subsidence of range in any single series of 
oscillations, the vibrator being undisturbed by external force ? and 
(question (a) of § 33 above) what is the relation between the law of 
subsidence in two sets of oscillations having different periods, with 
the same elastic body in the same circumstances of elastic force, as 
for instance the same or similar metallic wires with equal weights 
hung upon them, performing torsional oscillations in different 
times on account of the moments of inertia of the suspended 
masses being different ? 

30. So far as the irregularities depending on previous con- 
ditions of the elastic substance allowed any simple law to be 
indicated, the experimental answer to the first question for degrees 
of angular distortion much smaller than the palpable limits of 
elasticity, was the Compound Interest Law, that is to say, — The 
dwiimitions of range per equal intervals of timey or per equal num- 
bers of oscillations y bore a constant proportion to the diminishing 
range; or. The differences of the logarithms of the ranges were 
proportional to the intervals of time. 

The only approach to an answer to the second question yet 
obtained is, that the proportionate losses of amplitude in the 
different cases are not such as they would be if the molecular 
resistance were simply proportional to the velocity of change of 
shape in the different cases. If the molecular friction followed 
this simple law, the proportionate diminutions of range per period 
would be inversely as the periods, or per equal intervals of time they 
would be inversely as the squares of the periods. Instead of the 
proportion being so, the loss was greater with the longer periods 
than that calculated, according to the law of square roots, from 
its amount in the shorter periods. It was in fact as it would be if 
the result were wholly or partially due to imperfect elasticity, 
or “elastische Nach-wirkung” — elastic after-working — as the Ger- 
mans call it (compare § 6 above). To form a rough idea of the 
results, irrespectively of the ultimate molecular theory (which is to 
be looked for in the proper extension of Maxwell's kinetic theory 
of viscosity of gases), consider a perfectly elastic vesicular solid, 
whether like a sponge with communications between the vesicles, 
or with each vesicle separately inclosed in elastic solid: imagine its 
pores and interstices filled up with a viscous fluid, such as oil. 
Static experiments on such a solid will show perfect elasticity 
of bulk and shape ; kinetic experiments will show losses of energy 
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such as are really shown by vibrators of india-rubber, jelly, glass, 
metals, or other elastic homogeneous solids, but more regular, and 
following more closely the compound interest law for single series, 
and th(i law of relation to squares of periods stated above for 
sets of oscillations in different periods. In short, according to 
Stokes’s law of viscosity of fluids, our supposed vesicular vibrator 
would follow the law of subsidence of a simple vibrator experienc- 
ing a resistance simply proportional to the velocity of its motion, 
while no such simple law is applicable to the effects of the internal 
molecular resistance in a vibrating clastic solid. 

37. Hooke's Law. — A law expressed by Hooke with Latin 
terseness in the words Ut tensio sic vis is the foundation of the 
mathematical theory of the elasticity of hard solids. By tensio 
here is meant not force (as is generally meant by the English word 
tension), but an elongation produced by force. In English, then, 
Hooke’s law is that elongation (understood of an elastic solid) is 
proportional to the force producing it. It is, of course, to be 
extended continuously from elongation to contraction in respect to 
the effect, and from pull to push in respect to the cause; and 
the experiments on which it is founded prove a perfect continuity 
from a pulling force to a smaller force in the same direction, and 
from the less force to zero, and from zero of pulling force to 
different degrees of push or positive pressure, or negative pull. 
Experimental proof merely of the continuity of the phenomena 
through zero of force suffices to show that, for infinitely small 
positive or negative pulls, positive or negative elongation is simply 
proportional to the positive or negative pull ; or, in other words, 
positive or negative contraction is proportional to the positive 
or negative pressure producing it. But now must be invoked 
minutely accurate experimental measurement to find how nearly 
the law of simple proportionality holds through finite ranges of 
contraction and elongation. The answer happily for mathema- 
ticians and engineers is that Hooke's law is fulfilled, as accurately 
as any experiments hitherto made can tell, for all metals and hard 
solids each through the whole range within its limits of elasticity ; 
and for woods, cork, india-rubber, jellies, when the elongation is 
not more than two or three per cent., or the angular distortion not 
more than a few hundredths of the radian (or not more than about 
two or three degrees). The same law holds for the condensation of 
liquids up to the highest pressures under which their compressi- 
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bility has hitherto been accurately measured. [A decided but 
small deviation from Hookes law has been found, in steel’ piano- 
forte wire under combined influence of torsion and longitudinal 
pull, by Mr M‘Farlane in experiments (§ 81 below) made for the 
present article.] 

Boyle’s law of the “spring of air” shows that the augmentation 
of density of a gas is simply proportional to the augmentation of the 
pressure, through the very wide ranges of pressure through which 
that law is approximately enough fulfilled. Hence the infinitesimal 
diminution of volume produced by a given infinitesimal augmen- 
tation of pressure varies as the square of the volume, and the 
proportionate diminution of volume (that is to say, the ratio 
of the diminution of volume to the volume) is proportional to 
the volume, or inversely proportional to the density. Andrews’ 
experiments on the compressibility of a fluid, such as carbonic 
acid, at temperatures slightly above the critical temperature, and 
of gas or vapour, and liquid into which it divides itself at tem- 
peratures slightly below the critical temperature, arc intensely 
interesting, not merely in respect to the natural histoy^y of elasticity, 
but as opening vistas. into the philosophy of molecular action. 

We cannot expect to find any law of simple proportionality 
between stress and change of dimensions, or proportionate change 
of dimensions, in the case of any elastic or semi-elastic “soft” 
solids, such as cork on the one hand or india-rubber or jellies on 
the other, when strained to large angular distortions, or to large 
proportionate changes of dimensions. The exceedingly imperfect 
elasticity of all these solids, and the want of definiteness of the 
substance of many of them, renders accurate experimenting un- 
available for obtaining any very definite or consistent numerical 
results; but it is interesting to observe roughly the forces required 
to produce some of the great strains of which they are capable 
without any total break down of elastic quality ; for instance, to 
hang weights successively on an india-rubber band and measure 
the elongations. This any one may readily do, and may be sur- 
prised to find the enormous increase of resistance to elongation 
presented by the attenuated band before it breaks. 

38. Homogeneousness defined . — A body is called homogeneous 
when any two equal, similar parts of it, with corresponding lines 
parallel and turned towards the same parts, are undistinguishable 
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from one another by any difference in quality. The perfect fulfil- 
ment of this condition, without any limit as to the smallness of 
the part?, though conceivable, is not generally regarded as pro- 
bable, for any of the real solids or fluids known to us, however 
seemingly homogeneous. It is held by all naturalists that there 
is a molecular structure^ according to which, in co^yipound bodies 
such as water, ice, rock-crystal, &c., the constituent substances 
lie side by side, or are arranged in groups of finite dimensions, and 
even in bodies called simple (that is those not known to be 
chemically resolvable into other substances) there is no ultimate 
homogeneousness. In other words, the prevailing belief is that 
every kind of matter with which we arc acquainted has a more 
or less coarse-grained texture; whether having visible molecules 
(as great masses of solid brick-work or stone-building, or as 
natural sandstone or granite-rocks) or having molecules too small 
to be directly visible or measurable, but not undiscoverably small 
(as seemingly homogeneous metals, or continuous crystals, or 
liejuids, or gases), — really, it is to be believed, of dimensions to 
be accurately determined in future advances of science. Practically 
the definition of homogeneousness may be applied on a very large 
scale to masses of building or to coarse-grained conglomerate rock, 
or on a more moderate scale to blocks of common sandstone, 
or on a very small scale to seemingly homogeneous metals*; or 
on a scale of extreme, undiscovered fineness, to vitreous bodies, 
continuous crystals, solidified gums, as india-rubber, gum-arabic, 
&c., and fluids. 

39. Isotropic and JEolotropic Substances defined. The sub- 
stance of a homogeneous solid is called isotropic^ when a spherical 
portion of it, tested by any physical agency, exhibits no difference 
in quality however it is turned. Or, which amounts to the same, 
a cubical portion, cut from any position in an isotropic body, 
exhibits the same qualities relatively to each pair of parallel 
faces. Or two equal and similar portions cut from any positions 
in the body, not subject to the condition of parallelism (§ 38 
above), are undistinguishable from one another. A substance 

* Which, however, we know, as proved by Deville and Van Troost, are porous 
enough at high temperatures to allow very free percolation of gases. Helmholtz and 
Boot find percolation of platinum by hydrogen at ordinary temperature {BcrL 
Sitzungshericht), 

\ Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy^ § 676. 
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which is not isotropic, but exhibits differences of quality in 
different directions, is called c&olotropic. The remarks of § 38 
above relative to hoinogeneousness in the aggregate, and the 
supposed ultimately heterogeneous texture of all substances, how- 
ever seemingly homogeneous, indicate corresponding limitations and 
non-rigorous practical interpretations of isotropy and oGolotropy. 

40. Isotropy and JEolotropy of different sets of properties , — 
The substance of a homogeneous solid may be isotropic in one 
quality or class of (lualities, but aeolotropic in others. Or a 
transparent substance may transmit light at different velocities 
in different directions through it (that is, be doubly -refracting)^ 
and yet a cube of it may (and does in many natural crystals) show 
no sensible difference in its absorption of white light transmitted 
across it perpendicularly to any of its three pairs of faces. Or 
(as a crystal which exhibits dichroism) it may be sensibly aeolo- 
tropic relatively to the absorption of light, but not sensibly 
double-refracting, or it may be dichroic and doubly-refracting, and 
yet it may conduct heat equally in all directions. Still, as a rule, 
a homogeneous substance which is seolotropic for one quality, 
must be more than infinitesimally a3olotropic for every quality 
which has directional character admitting of a corresponding 
seolotropy. 

41. Moduluses of Elasticity, — A modulus of Elasticity is the 
number obtained by dividing the number expressing a stress* by 
the number expressing the strain f which it produces. A modulus 
is called a principal modulus when the stress is such that it pro- 
duces a strain of its own type. 

(1) An isotropic solid has two principal moduluses — a modulus 
of compression and a modulus of rigidity, 

(2) A crystal of the cubic class (fluor-spar, for instance) has 
three principal moduluses, — one modulus of compression and two 
rigidities, 

(3) An molotropic solid having (what no natural crystal has, 
but what a drawn wire has) perfect isotropy of physical qualities 
relative to all lines perpendicular to a certain axis of its substance 
has three principal moduluses, — two determinable from its different 
compressibilities along and perpendicular to the axis, or from one 
compressibility and the "Young's modulus” (§ 42 below) of an 

* Mathematical Theory, below, chap» i. t Ibid, 
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axial bar of the substance, or determinable from two compressi- 
bilities ; and 07ie rigidity determinable by measurement of the 
torsional rigidity of a round axial bar of the substance. 

(4) A crystal of Iceland spar has four principal moduluses, — 
three like those of case (3), and another rigidity depending on 
(want of complete circular symmetry, and) possession of triple 
symmetry of form, involving sextuple elastic symmetry, round 
the crystalline axis. 

(5) A crystal of the rectangular parallelepiped (or “ tesseral”) 
class has six distinct principal moduluses which, when the direc- 
tions of the principal axes are known, are determinable by six 
single observations, — three, of the three (generally unequal) com- 
pressibilities along the three axes; and three, of the three rigidities 
(no doubt generally unequal) relatively to the three simple distor- 
tions of the parallelepiped, in any one of which one pair of 
parallel rectangular faces of the parallelepiped become oblique 
parallelograms. 

(6) An molotropic solid generally has six principal moduluses*, 
which, when a piece of the solid is presented without information, 
and without any sure indication from its appearance of any parti- 
cular axis or axes of symmetry of any kind, require just twenty- 
one independent observations for the determination of the fifteen 
quantities specifying their types, and the six numerical values of 
the moduluses themselves. 

42. ''Young's Modtdus," or Modulus of Simple Longitudinal 
Stress. — Thomas Young called the modulus of elasticity of an elastic 
solid the amount of the end-pull or end- thrust re(|uired to produce 
any infinitesimal elongation or contraction of a wire, or bar, or 
column of the substance, multiplied by the ratio of its length to 
the elongation or contraction. In this definition tlic definite 
article is clearly misapplied. There are, as we have seen, two 
moduluses of elasticity for an isotropic solid, — one measuring 
elasticity of bulk, the other measuring elasticity of shape. An 
interesting and instructive illustration of the confusion of ideas so 
often rising in physical science from faulty logic is to be found in 
“ An Account of an Experiment on the Elasticity of Ice : By 
Benjamin Bevan, Esq., in a letter to Dr Thomas Young, Foreign 
Sec. R. S.” and in Young’s “Note” upon it, both published in the 
* Mathematical Theory, chap. xvi. 
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Transactions of the Royal Society for 1826. Bevan gives an inte- 
resting account of a well-designed and well-executed experiment 
on the flexure of a bar, 3 97 inches thick, 10 inches broad, and 100 
inches long, of ice on a pond near Leighton Buzzard (the bar 
remaining attached by one end to the rest of the ice, but being cut 
free by a saw along its sides and across its other end), by which he 
obtained a fairly accurate determination of '‘the modulus of ice* 
(his result was 21,000,000 ft.);” and says that he repeated the ex- 
periment in various ways on ice bars of various dimensions, some 
remaining attached by one end, others completely detached, and 
found results agreeing with the first as nearly “ as the admeasure- 
ment of the thickness could be ascertained.” He then proceeds 
to compare "the modulus of ice” which he had thus found with 
"the modulus of water,” which he quotes from Young’s Lectures 
as deduced from Canton’s experiments on the compressibility of 
water. Young in his "Note” does not point out that the two 
moduluses wore essentially different, and that the modulus of 
his definition, the modulus determinable from the flexure of a 
bar, is essentially zero for every fluid. We now call "Young’s 
modulus” the particular modulus of elasticity defined as above 
by Young, and so avoid all confusion. 

43. Modulus of Rigidity. — The " modulus of rigidity ” of an 
isotropic solid is the amount of tangential stress divided by the 
deformation it produces, — the former being measured in units of 
force per unit of the area to which it is applied in the manner 
indicated by the annexed diagram (fig. 3), 
and the latter by the variation of each of 
the four right angles reckoned in fraction 
of the radian. By drawing either diagonal 
of the square in the diagram we see that ^ 
the distorting stress represented by it gives 
rise to a normal traction on every surface 
of the substance perpendicular to the 
square and parallel to one of its diagonals, 
and an equal normal pressure on every 
surface of the solid perpendicular to the 

square and parallel to the other diagonal ; and that the amount of 
* See table of Moduluses, § 77, below. 



T. III. 


3 




34 


ELASTICITY AND HEAT. 


[XCII. PT. I. 


each of these normal forces* * * § per unit of area is equal to the 
amount per unit area of the tangential forces which the diagram 
indicates. The corresponding^ geometrical proposition, also easily 
proved, is as follows : A strain compounded of a simple extension 
in one set of parallels, and a simple contraction of equal amount 
in any other set perpendicular to those, is the same as a simple 
shear in either of the two sets of planes cutting the two sets of 
parallels at 45°, and the numerical value of this shear or simple 
distortion is equal to double the amount of the elongation or 
contraction, each reckoned per unit of length. 

Hence we have another definition of “modulus of rigidity'’ 
equivalent to the preceding: — The modulus of rigidity of an 
isotropic substance is the amount of normal traction or pressure 
per unit of area, divided by twice the amount of elongation in 
the direction of the traction or of contraction in the direction of 
the pressure, when a piece of the substance is subjected to a 
stress producing uniform distortion. 

44 J. Conditions fulfilled in Elastic Isot^'opj . — To be elastically 
isotropic, a spherical or cubical portion of any solid, if subjected 
to uniform normal pressure (positive or negative) all round, must, 
in yielding, experience no deformation, and therefore must be 
equally compressed (or dilated) in all directions. But, further, a 
cube cut from any position in it, and acted on by tangential or 
distorting stress in planes parallel to two pairs of its sides, must 
experience simple deformation, or “shear” parallel to either 
pair of these sides, unaccompanied by condensation or dilatation §, 
and the same in amount for all the three ways in which a stress 

* The directions of these forces are called the “ axes ” of the stress. The cor- 
responding directions in the corresponding strain arc called the axes of the strain. 

t Mathematical Theory, below, chap, vi, 

J This, with several of the following sections, 44—51, is borrowed, with but 
slight change, from the second edition of Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy 
(§§ 679-694), by permission of the authors. 

§ It must be remembered that the changes of figure and volume we are concerned 
with are so small that the principle of superposition is applicable; so that if 
any distorting stress produced a condensation, an opposite distorting stress would 
produce a dilatation, which is a violation of the isotropic condition. But it is 
possible that a shearing stress may produce, in a truly isotropic solid, condensa- 
tion or dilatation in proportion to the square of its value : and it is probable that 
such effects may be sensible in india-rubber, or cork, or other bodies susceptible of 
great deformations or compressions with persistent elasticity. 
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may be thus applied to any one cube, and for different cubes 
taken from any different positions in the solid. Hence the elastic 
quality of a perfectly elastic, homogeneous, isotropic solid is fully 
defined by two elements, — its resistance to distortion and its 
resistance to compression. The first has been already considered 
(§ 43). The second is measured by the amount of uniform pres- 
sure in all directions per unit area of its surface required to 
produce a stated very small compression. The numerical measure 
of the second is the compressing pressure divided by the diminution 
of the bulk of a portion of the substance which, when uncom- 
pressed, occupies the unit volume. It is sometimes called the 
“ elasticity of bulk,' or sometimes the “ modulus of bulk-elasticity f 
sometimes the resistance to compression. Its reciprocal, or the 
amount of compression on unit of volume divided by the com- 
pressing pressure, or, as we may conveniently say, the compression 
per unit of volume per unit of compressing pressure, is commonly 
called the compressibility. 

45. Strain produced by a single Longitudinal Stress {subject 
of Young's Modulus). Any stress whatever may* be made up of 
simple longitudinal stresses. Hence, 
to find the relation between any 
stress and the strain produced by it, 
we have only to find the strain pro- 
duced by a single longitudinal stress, 
which, for an isotropic solid, we may 
do at once thus: — simple longi- 
tudinal stress P is ec^uivalent to a 
uniform dilating tension JP in all 
directions, compounded with two 
distorting stresses, each equal to ^P, 
and having a common axis in the 
line of the given longitudinal stress, 
and their other two axes any two 
lines at right angles to one another 
and to it. The diagram (fig. 4), drawn in a plane through one 
of these latter lines and the former, sufficiently indicates the 
synthesis, — the only forces not shown being those perpendicular to 
its plane. 

* Mathematical Theory, below, chap. vni. 

3— -2 





36 


ELASTICITY AND HEAT. 


[XOII. PT. I. 


Hence if n denote the rigidity, and h the modulus of com- 
pression, or the modulus of hulk-elasticity (being the same as the 
reciprocal of the compressibility), the effect will be an equal 
dilatation in all directions, amounting, per unit of volume, to 


k 


( 1 ), 


compounded with two equal distortions, each amounting to 

ii 

n 


( 2 ), 


and having (§ 43, footnote) their axes in the directions just stated 
for the axes of the distorting stresses. 


46. The dilatation and two shears thus determined may be 
conveniently reduced to simple longitudinal strains by following 
the indications of § 43, thus: — 

The two shears together constitute an elongation amounting 
to ^P /71 in the direction of the given force P, and equal contraction 
amounting to -^P/n in all directions perpendicular to it. And the 
cubic dilatation -^P/k implies a lineal dilatation, equal in all direc- 
tions, amounting to \Pjk, On the whole, therefore, we have 


linear elongation = P in the direction 

of the applied stress, and 
linear contraction = P , in all directions 

perpendicular to the applied stress. 



47 . Hence “ Young’s Modulus ” = , 

^ 3A; + n 


and when the ends 


of a column, bar, or wire of isotropic material arc acted on by 
equal and opposite forces, it experiences a lateral lineal contraction 
ik — 2n 

equal to of the longitudinal dilatation, each reckoned as 

usual per unit of lineal measure. One specimen of the fallacious 
mathematics referred to in chap. xvi. of the Mathematical Theory 
below is a celebrated conclusion of Navier s and Poisson’s, that 
the ratio of lateral contraction to elongation by pull without trans- 
verse force is 1/4. This would require the rigidity to be 3/5 of 
the resistance to compression, for all solids ; which was first shown 
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e fixlse by Stokes* from many obvious observations, proving 
mous discrepancies from it in many well-known bodies, and 
ering it most improbable that there is any approach to a 
bancy of ratio between rigidity and resistance to compression 
ny class of solids. Thus clear elastic jellies and india-rubber 
mi familiar specimens of isotropic homogeneous solids which 
e differing very much from one another in rigidity (“stiff- 
are probably all of very nearly the same compressibility 
ater, which is about atmosphere. Their resistance 

ompressioii, measured by the reciprocal of this, is obviously 
y hundred times the absolute amount of the rigidity of the 
jst of those substances. A column of any of them, therefore, 
a pressed together or palled out, within its limits of elasticity, 
alancing forces applied to its ends (or an india-rubber band 
[1 pulled out), experiences no sensible change of volume, 
gh very sensible change of length. Hence the proportionate 
nsion or contraction of any transverse diameter must be 
ibly equal to half the longitudinal contraction or extension ; 
such substances may be practically regarded as incompressible 
ic solids in interpreting all the phenomena for which they 
most remarkable, Stokes gave reasons for believing that 
ils also have in general greater resistance to compression, in 
lortion to their rigidities, than according to the fallacious 
ry, although for them the discrepancy is very much less than 
the gelatinous bodies. This probable conclusion was soon 
jriinentally demonstrated by Wertheim, who found the ratio 
iteral to longitudinal change of lineal dimensions, in columns 
d on solely by longitudinal force, to be about ^ for glass and 
s; and by Kirchhoif, who, by a well-devised experimental 
tiod, found *387 as the value of that ratio for brass, and *294 
iron. For copper it is shown to lie between *226 and *441, 
xperiments quoted below (§§ 78, 81), measuring the torsional 
longitudinal rigidities of copper wires. 

Ij 8. All these results indicate rigidity less in proportion to 
compressibility than according to Navier’s and Poisson s theory. 

“On the Friction of Fluids in Motion, and the Equilibrium and Motion 
astic Solids,” Tram. Camh. Phil. Soe., April 1845. See also Camb, and Dub, 
. Joum.j March 1848 [or Vol, i. of Matheviatical and Physical Papers by 
. Stokes]. 
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And it has been supposed by many naturalists who have seen the 
necessity of abandoning that theory as inapplicable to ordinary 
solids, that it may be regarded as the proper theory for an ideal 
perfect solid, and as indicating an amount of rigidity not quite 
reached in any real substance, but approached to in some of the 
most rigid of natural solids (as for instance, iron). But it is 
scarcely possible to hold a piece of cork in the hand without 
perceiving the fallaciousness of this last attempt to maintain a 
theory which never had any good foundation. By careful measure- 
ments on columns of cork of various forms (among them, cylin- 
drical pieces cut in the ordinary way for bottles), before and after 
compressing them longitudinally in a Bramah’s press, we have 
found that the change of lateral dimensions is insensible both 
with small longitudinal contractions and return dilatations, within 
the limits of elasticity, and with such enormous longitudinal 
contractions as to ^ or of the original length. It is thus proved 
decisively that cork is much more rigid, while metals, glass, and 
gelatinous bodies are all less rigid, in proportion to resistance to 
compression, than the supposed perfect solid ; ” and the practical 
invalidity of the theory is experimentally demonstrated. By 
obvious mechanism of jointed bars a solid may be designed which 
shall swell laterally when pulled, and shrink laterally when com- 
pressed, ill one direction, and which shall be homogeneous in the 
same sense (§ 40 above) as crystals and liquids arc called homo- 
geneous. 

49. Modulus of Simple Longitudinal Strain . — In §§ 45, 4G above, 
we examined the effect of a simple longitudinal stress in producing 
elongation in its own direction, and contraction in lines per- 
pendicular to it. With stresses substituted for strains, and strains 
for stresses, we may apply the same process to investigate the 
longitudinal and lateral tractions required to produce a simple 
longitudinal strain, (that is, an elongation in one direction, with 
no change of dimensions perpendicular to it) in a rod or solid 
of any shape. 

Thus a simple longitudinal strain e, is equivalent to a cubic 
dilatation e without change of figure (or lineal dilatation 1/3. e equal 
in all directions), and two distortions consisting each of dilatation 
1/3. e in the given direction and contraction 1/3. e in each of two 
directions perpendicular to it and to one another. To produce 
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the cubic dilatation e alone requires (§ 44 above) a normal traction 
ke equal in all directions. And, to produce either of the distortions 
simply, since the measure (§ 43 above) of each is 2/3, e, requires a 
distorting stress equal to x ^ which consists of tangential trac- 
tions each equal to this amount, positive (or drawing outwards) 
in the line of the given elongation, and negative (or pressing 
inwards) in the perpendicular direction. Thus we have in all 

normal traction = (A; in the direction of the ^ 

given strain, and 

normal traction = (/j — f?^)^, in every direction per- 
pendicular to the given strain 
Hence the modulus of simple longitudinal strain is h-\- 



50. Weight- Modulus and Length of Modulus . — Instead of 
reckoning moduluses in units of force per unit of area, it is 
sometimes convenient to express them in terms of the weight 
of unit bulk of the solid. A modulus thus reckoned, or, as it 
is called by some writers, the length of the modulus, is of course 
found by dividing the weight-modulus by the weight of the unit 
bulk. It is useful in many applications of the theory of elasticity, 
as, for instance, in this result, which is proved in the elementary 
dynamics of waves in an elastic solid or fluid (see chap. xvit. of 
the Mathematical Theory, below): — the velocity of transmission of 
longitudinal* vibrations (as of sound) along a bar or cord, or of 
waves of simple distortion, or of simple longitudinal extension 
and contraction in a homogeneous isotropic solid, or of sound 
waves in a fluid, is equal to the velocity acquired by a body in 
falling from a height equal to half the length of the proper 


modulus'!" for the case; — that is, the Young’s modulus 



* It is to be understood that the vibrations in question arc so much spread out 
through the length of the body that inertia does not sensibly influence the transverse 
contractions and dilatations which (unless the substance have in this respect the 
peculiar character presented by cork, § 48 above) take place along with them. 

+ In §§ 73 — 76 below we shall see that changes of shape and bulk produced by 
the varying stresses cause changes of temperature which, in ordinary solids, render 
the velocity of transmission of longitudinal vibrations sensibly greater than that 
calculated by the rule stated in the text, if we use the static modulus as under- 
stood from the definition there given; and it will be shown how to take into 
account the thermal effect by using a definite static modulus, or kinetic modulus^ 
according to the circumstances of any case that may occur. 
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for the first case, the modulus of rigidity (71) for the second, the 
modulus of simple longitudinal strain (^ + § 71 ) for the third, the 
modulus of compression ^ for the fourth. Remark that for air 
the static ‘‘ length-modulus of compression ” at constant tempera- 
ture is the same as what is often technically called the “ height 
of the homogeneous atmosphere.” 

51. In reckoning moduluses there must be a definite under- 
standing as to the unit in terms of which the force is measured, 
which may be cither the kmetic U7iit or the gravitation unit for a 
specified locality, that is, the weight in tliat locality of the unit 
of mass. Experimenters have usually stated their results in 
terms of the gravitation unit, each for his own locality, — the 
accuracy hitherto attained being scarcely in any cases sufficient 
to require corrections for the different intensities of gravity in 
tlie different places of observation. 

The most useful and generally convenient specification of the 
modulus of elasticity of a substance is in grammes-weight per 
square centimetre. This has only to be divided by the specific 
gravity of the substance to give the le7igth of the 7nodulus, 
British measures, however, being still unhappily sometimes used 
in practical and even in scientific statements, wc too often meet 
with reckonings of the modulus in pounds per square incli, or per 
square foot, in tons per square inch, or of the length of the modulus 
in feet or in British statute miles. 

A reckoning sometimes used in some British treatises on 
mechanics and in practical statements is pounds per square inch. 
The modulus thus stated must bo divided by the weight of 12 
cubic inches of the solid, or by the product of its specific gravity 
into *4335*, to find the length of the modulus in feet. 

* Tliis decimal being the weight in pounds of 12 cubic inches of water. The one 
great advantage of the French metrical system is that the mass of the unit volume 
(1 cubic centimetre) of water at its temperature of maximum density (3*945° C.) 
is unity (1 gramme) to a sufliciont degree of approximation for almost all practical 
purposes. (Professor W. H. Miller, of Cambridge, concludes, from a very trust- 
worthy comparison of standards by Kupffer, of St Petersburg, that the w-eight of a 
cubic decimetre of water at temperature of maximum density is 1000*013 grammes.) 
Thus, according to this system, the density of a body and its specific gravity 
mean one and the same thing; whereas on the British no-system the density 
is expressed by a number found by multiplying the specific gravity by one number 
or another, according to the choice of a cubic inch, cubic foot, cubic yard, or 
cubic mile, that is made for the unit of volume ; and the grain, scruple, gun- 
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To reduce from pounds per square inch to grammes per square 
centimetre, multiply by (453‘59/6‘45) 70’31, or divide by •014223. 
French engineers generally state their results in kilogrammes per 
square metre, and so bring them to more convenient numbers; 
being 1/100,000 of the inconveniently large numbers expressing 
moduluses in grammes weight per square centimetre, but it is much 
better to reckon in millions of grammes per square centimetre. 

51'. The same statements as to units, reducing factors, and 
nominal designations, are applicable to the bulk-modulus of any 
elastic solid or fluid, and to the rigidity (§ 44 above) of an iso- 
tropic body ; or, in general, to any one of the 21 moduluses in 
the expressions (Mathematical Theory below, chaps, xiii. — xvi.) 
for stresses in terms of strains, or to the reciprocal of any one of 
the 21 moduluses in the expressions (Mathematical Theory below, 
chaps. XIII. — XVI.) for strains in terms of stresses, as well as to 
the modulus defined by Young. 

51". The convenience, for residents on the Earth, of the 
length-reckoning of moduluses is illustrated by the theorems 
stated at the end of § 50 above, and others analogous to it as 
follows : — 

(1) The velocity of propagation of a wave of distortion in an 
isotropic homogeneous solid, is equal to the velocity acquired by 
a body in falling through a height equal to half tlie length- 
modulus of rigidity. 

(2) The velocity of the other kind of wave possible in an 
isotropic homogeneous solid, that is to say a wave analogous to 
that of sound, is ecpial to the velocity acquired by a body falling 
through a height eciual to half the length-modulus for simple longi- 
tudinal strain (compare § 42 above) ; just as the Young’s modulus 
is reckoned for simple stress. The modulus for simple longitudinal 
strain may be found by enclosing a rod or bar of the substance 
in an infinitely rigid, perfectly smooth and frictionless tube fitting 

maker’s drachm, apothecary’s drachm, ounce Troy, ounce avoirdupois, pound Troy, 
pound avoirdupois, stone (Imperial, Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, Dumbartonshire), stone 
for hay, stone for corn, quarter (of a hundredweight), quarter (of corn), hundred- 
weight, or ton, that is chosen for unit of mass. It is a remarkable phenomenon, 
belonging rather to moral and social than to physical science, that a people 
tending naturally to be regulated by common sense should voluntarily condemn 
themselves, as the British have so long done, to unnecessary hard labour in every 
action of common business or scientific work relating to measurement, from which 
all the other nations of Europe have emancipated themselves. 
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it perfectly all round, and then dealing with it as the rod with its 
sides all free is dealt with for finding the Youngs modulus. Of 
course it is understood that the ideal tube, which gives positive 
normal pressure when the two ends of the elastic rod within it 
are pressed together, must be supposed to give the negative normal 
pressure, or the normal traction, required to prevent lateral shrink- 
age, when the two ends of the wire are pulled asunder. (Compare 
§ 47 above.) 

(8) The velocity of sound in a liquid is the velocity a body 
would acquire in falling through a height equal to half the length- 
modulus of compression. 

(4) The Newtonian velocity of sound (that is to say, the 
velocity which sound would have in air if the pressure in the 
course of the vibration varied simply according to Boyle’s law, 
without correction for the heat of condensation, and the cold of 
rarefaction) is equal to the velocity a body would acquire in 
falling through half the height of the homogeneous atmosphere 
for the actual temperature of the air whatever it may be. ('^The 
Height of the Homogeneous Atmosphere ” is a short expression 
commonly used to designate the depth that an ideal incompressible 
liquid of the same density as air must have, to give by its weight 
the same pressure at the bottom as the actual pressure of the air 
at the supposed temperature and density.) 

(5) The velocity of a long wave* in water of uniform depth, 
supposed incompressible, is the velocity a body would acquire in 
falling through a height ecjual to half the depth. 

(6) The velocity of propagation of a transverse pulse in a 
stretched cord is equal to the velocity acquired by a body 
falling through a height equal to half the length of a quantity 
of cord amounting in weight to the stretching force. 

52. Resilience ” is a very useful word, introduced about 
forty years ago (when the doctrine of energy was beginning to 
become practically appreciated) by Lewis Gordon, first Professor of 
Engineering in the University of Glasgow, to denote the quantity 
of work that a spring (or elastic body) gives back, when strained 

* A “ Long wave ” is a technical expression in the theory of waves in water, used 
to denote a wave of which the length is a large multiple (20 or 30 or more) of the 
depth. 
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to some stated limit and then allowed to return to the condition in 
which it rests when free from stress. The word resilience ”, used 
without special qualification, may be understood as meaning extreme 
resiliencey or the work given back by the spring after being strained 
to the extreme limit within which it can be strained again and 
again without breaking or taking a permanent set. In all cases 
for which Hooke’s law of simple proportionality between stress and 
strain holds, the resilience is obviously equal to the work done by 
a constant force of half the amount of the extreme force, acting 
through a space equal to the extreme deflection. 

53. When force is reckoned in “ gravitation measure,” resili- 
ence per unit of the spring’s mass is simply the height to wliich the 
spring itself, or an equal weight, could be lifted against gravity by 
an amount of work equal to that given back by the spring return- 
ing from the stressed condition. 

54. Let the elastic body be a long homogeneous cylinder or 
prism with flat ends (a bar as we may call it for brevity), and let 
the stress for which its resilience is reckoned be jyositive normal 
pressures on its ends. The resilience per unit mass is equal to the 
greatest height from \vhich the bar can fall with its length vertical, 
and impinge against a perfectly hard frictionless horizontal plane 
without suffering stress beyond its limits of elasticity. For in this 
case (as in the case of the direct impact of two equal and similar 
bars meeting with equal and opposite velocities, discussed in 
Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy y § 303), the kinetic energy 
of the translational motion preceding the impact is, during the first 
half of the collision, wholly converted into potential energy of 
elastic force, which during the second half of the collision is wholly 
reconverted into kinetic energy of translational motion in the 
reverse direction. During the whole time of the collision the 
stopped end of the bar experiences a constant pressure, and at the 
middle of the collision the whole substance of the bar is for an 
instant at rest in the same state of compression as it would have 
permanently if in equilibrium under the influence of that pressure 
and an equal and opposite pressure on the other end. From the 
beginning to the middle of the collision the compression advances 
at a uniform rate through the bar from the stopped end to the free 
end. Every particle of the bar which the compression has not 
reached continues moving uniformly with the velocity of the whole 
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before the collision, until the compression reaches it, when it 
instantaneously comes to rest. The part of the bar which at any 
instant is all that is compressed, remains at rest till the cor- 
responding instant in the second half of the collision. 

55. From our preceding view of a bar impinging against an ideal 
perfectly rigid frictionless plane, we see at once all that takes place in 
the real case of any rigorously direct longitudinal collision between 
two equal nnd similar elastic bars with flat ends. In this case the 
whole of the kinetic energy which the bodies had before collision 
reappears as purely translational kinetic energy after collision. 
The same would bo approximately true of any two bars, provided the 
times taken by a pulse of simple longitudinal stress to run through 
their lengths are ec^ual. Thus if the two bars be of the same 
substance, or of different substances having the same value for 
Young’s modulus, the lengths must be equal, but the diameters 
may be unequal. Or if the Young’s modulus be different in the 
two bars, their lengths must (Math. Theory, below, chap. XVII.) be 
inversely as the square roots of its values. To all such cases the 
laws of “ collision between two perfectly elastic bodies,” whether 
of equal or unequal masses, as given in elementary dynamical 
treatises, are applicable. But in every other case part of the 
translational energy which the bodies have before collision is left 
in the shape of vibrations after collision, and the translational 
energy after collision is accordingly less than before collision. The 
losses of energy observed in common elementary dynamical experi- 
ments on collision between solid globes of the same substance are 
partly due to this cause. If they were wholly due to it they 
would be independent of the substance, when two globes of the 
same substance are used. They would bear the same proportion 
to the whole energy in every case of collision between two equal 
globes, or again, in every case of collision between two globes of 
any stated proportion of diameters, provided in each case the two 
which collide are of the same substance ; but the proportion of 
translational energy converted into vibrations would not be the 
same for two equal globes as for two unequal globes. Hence when 
differences of proportionate losses of energy are found in experi- 
ments on different substances, as in Newton’s on globes of glass, 
iron, or compressed wool, this must be due to imperfect elasticity 
of the material. It is to be expected that careful experiments 
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upon hard well-polished globes striking one another with such 
gentle forces as not to produce even at the point of contact any 
stress approaching to the limit of elasticity, will be found to give 
results in which the observed loss of translational energy can be 
almost wholly accounted for by vibrations remaining in the globes 
after collision. 

56. Examples of Resilience, — Example 1. Longitudinal re- 
silience of a wire, rod, or column subjected to end-pull or thrust, 
and free all round its sides. Let M be the Young’s modulus, in 
units of force per unit of cross-sectional area, and let e be the ex- 
treme elastic elongation or shortening : so that if I bo the length, 
and A the cross-sectional area, the force required to produce this 
change of length is equal to MAe, and the actual elongation or 
shortening is el. Hence (§ 52 above) the resilience is equal to 
ie^MAl: and therefore the resilience per unit of volume is equal 
to IM€\ 

Example 2. The resilience per unit hulk of a homogeneous 
simple shear in an isotropic solid, is similarly found to be ^nh^\ 
where n is the rigidity modulus (§ 43 above) and 3 is the extreme 
elastic shear. 

Example 3. Torsional resilience of a round tube, or round 
solid rod, or wire. The torsional rigidity (§ 64 below) is (§ 65 
below) equal to 

\iT [r^ — r'^) -f r'^) n\ 

where r and r are the radii of the outer and inner cylindrical 
boundaries. Hence the angle turned through by one end of the 
tube with a couple G, applied to it, while the other end is held 
fixed is equal to 

(r® — r'^) (r* + r^) n, 

and rjl of this is the shear in the matter contiguous with the 
outer boundary of the tube. Hence if, as before, S denote the 
elastic permanent shear, we have 

G = jTrnr”^ — r''^) (/ -f r'^) 8, 

The work done in producing the supposed amount of twist from 
zero being ^Olr'^^S, is therefore equal to 

which is therefore the whole resilience of the supposed piece of 
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matter. The volume of the piece of matter is ttZ (r'* — and 
therefore the resilience per unit of volume is 

in{r^ + r'^)Byr\ 

Example 3'. For the case of an infinitely thin tube — (?• — r) 
infinitely small — the preceding expression for the resilience per 
unit volume becomes which agrees with the case of Exam- 

ple 2, as it clearly ought to do. 

Example 3". For the case of a round solid rod or wire, the 
expression becomes which is just half the resilience per unit 

volume of a body strained throughout to the amount S of simple 
shear. 

Example 4. Comparing Examples (1) and (3") we see that 
the torsional resilience of a round solid rod or wire is 
of its longitudinal resilience. 

By §§ 47 and 48 above, we sec that for india-rubber, Young s 
modulus is approximately equal to 3/i; while for cork, it is ap- 
proximately equal to 2w. For all other natural solids it is 
probably between these limits, and for solids fulfilling Navier’s 
and Poisson’s conclusions, referred to in § 47 above. Young’s 
modulus is equal to two-and-a-half times the modulus of rigidity. 
Taking then as a rough average ilf//i=2i, we find for the 

ratio of the torsional to the longitudinal resilience of a round 
solid rod or wire. This is a very important conclusion with refer- 
ence to the theory of Coulomb’s torsion balance and the theory of 
spiral springs, §§ 67 — 72 below. 

Comparing this with Experimental Example (1) below, accord- 
ing to Example (3") above, we see that the extreme shear in the 
surface parts of the wire, when it is twisted as far as it can bo 
without giving it any permanent set, is only ^/(5 x l-3)/l79, or 
about ^ of the elongation produced in the same wire when pulled 
with the greatest force which can be applied to it without pro- 
ducing any permanent elongation. 

Experimental Example (1). — ^In respect to simple longitudinal 
pull, the extreme resilience of steel piano-forte wire of the gauge 
and quality referred to in § 22 above (calculated by multiplying 
the breaking weight into half the elongation produced by it 
according to the experimental data of § 22) is 6162 metre- 
grammes (gravitation measure) per ten metres of the wire. Or, 
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whatever the length of tlie wire, its resilience is equal to the 
work required to lift its weight through 180 metres. 

Experimental Example 2. — The torsional resilience of the same 
wire, twisted in either direction as far as it can be without giving 
it any notable permanent set, I have found by experiment to bo 
equal to the work required to lift its weight through 1*3 metres. 

Experimental Example 3. — The extreme longitudinal resilience 
of a vulcanized india-rubber band weighing 12*3 grammes I have 
found to be equal to the work required to lift its weight through 
1200 metres. The result was obtained by stretching the india- 
rubber band by gradations of weights iq) to the breaking weight, 
representing the results by aid of a curve, and measuring its area 
to find the integral work given back by the spring after being 
stretched by a weight just short of the breaking weight. 

The figures given in Table I. below show, conveniently for 
comparison, the longitudinal and the torsional resiliences and the 
rigidities and the Young's moduluscs of several different sub- 
stances, india-rubber and metals, and of different specimens of the 
same metal ; obtained from the recorded results of experiments 
which have been made at various times in the Physical Laboratory 
of Glasgow University. The torsional resiliences are calculated 
from observations of the stretching, within the limits of elasticity, 
of spiral springs formed from the substance to be tested. They 
show, as is to be expected, very great differences for the same 
metal ; due of course to differences of temper. 

Table I. Resiliences and Moduluses. 


Substance. 

Torsional 
rosilicnco 
in cnis. 

Longitudi- 
nal Ue- 
Bilioncc in 

ClllS. 

Uigidity- 
rnodulus in 
grannncB woight 
per Bciuuro cm. 

Voung’s modulus in 
griinmiL's weight 
per s<iuaro cm. 

India-rubber band ... 
Piano-forte steel wire 
Platinoid ,. 

German silver „ 

Brass ,, 

Delta metal ,, 

Phosphor bronze ,, 

1) j> jj 

»} »» »> 

Silicium „ ,, 

Manganese ,, „ 


120000 

17620 

1693 

614 

728 

2708 

4904 

3545 

1842 

3166 

2998 


130 to 1203 
271 to 1580 
108 

860 to 940 
750 to 1250 

834 X 10« 

476 X 10« 
567x10“ 

350 X 10« 

332 to 363x10“ 

2049 X 10“ 

1222 X 10“ 

1082 X 10“ 

1001 X 10“ 

715 to 1016x10“ 
477 X 10“ 

573 X 10“ 

951 X 10“ 
626x10“ 

622 X 10“ 
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57. Flexure of a Beam or Rod . — In the problem of simple 
flexure a bar or uniform rod or wire, straight when free from 
stress, is kept in a circular form by equal opposing couples properly 
applied to its ends. The parts of the bar on the convex side of the 
circle must obviously be stretched longitudinally, and those on the 
concave side contracted longitudinally, by the flexure. It is not 
obvious, however, what are the conditions affecting the lateral shrink- 
ings and swellings of ideal filaments into which we may imagine 
the bar divided lengthwise. Earlier writers had assumed without 
proof that each filament, bent as it is in its actual position in the 



bar, is elongated or contracted by the same amount as it would bo 
if it were detached, and subjected to the same end pull or end 
compression with its sides quite free to shrink or expand, but they 
had taken no account of the lateral shrinking or swelling which 
the filament must really experience in the bent bar. The subject 
first received satisfactory mathematical investigation from St 
Venant*. He proved that the old supposition is substantially 
correct, with the important practical exception of the flat spring 

* Mimnres des Satmnts Etrangers^ 1855, “De la Torsion des Prismes, avec des 
considerations sur leur Flexion, <fcc.” 
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referred to in § 59 below. His theory shows that, in fact, if we 
imagine the whole rod divided parallel to its length into infinitesi- 
mal filaments, each of these shrinks or swells laterally with sensibly 
the same freedom as if it were separated from the rest of the 
substance and subjected to end pull or end compression, lengthen- 
ing or shortening it in a straight line to the same extent as it is 
really lengthened or shortened in the circular arc which it becomes 
in the bent rod. He illustrates the distortion of the cross section 
by which these changes of lateral dimensions arc necessarily 
accompanied in the annexed diagram (fig. 5), in which either the 
whole normal section of a rectangular beam, or a rectangular 
area in the normal section of a beam of any figure, is represented 
in its strained and unstrained figures, with the central point 0 
common to the two. The flexure is in planes perpendicular 
to and is concave upwards (or towards A"), — Cr, the 

centre of curvature, being in the direction indicated, but too far 
away to be included in the diagram. The straight sides AC, BD, 
and all straight lines, parallel to them, of the unstrained rect- 
angular area, become concentric arcs of circles concave in the 
opposite direction, their centre of curvature II being (§§ 47, 48 
above) for rods of india-rubber or gelatinous substance, or of glass 
or metal, from 2 to 4 times as far from 0 on one side as O is 
on the other. Thus the originally plane sides AC, BD of a 

rectangular bar become anticlastic * surfaces, of curvatures - and 

^ , in the two principal sections, if a denote the ratio of lateral 

P . . 

shrinking to longitudinal extension. A flat rectangular, or a 
square, rod of india-rubber [for which cr amounts (§ 47 above) to 
very nearly and which is susceptible of very great amounts of 
strain without utter loss of corresponding elastic action] exhibits 
this phenomenon remarkably well. 

58. Limits to the bending of Rods or Beams of hard solid 
substance . — For hard solids, such as metals stones glasses woods 
ivory vulcanite papier-mach^, elongations and contractions to be 
within the limits of elasticity must generally (§ 23 above) be less 
than Hence the breadth or thickness of the bar in the plane 

* See Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy y second edition, Vol. i. Part i. 
§ 128 . 
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of curvature must generally be less than of the radius o 
curvature in order that tlie bending may not break it, or give it . 
permanent bend, or strain it beyond its ‘‘ limits of elasticity.’’ 

59. Exceptional case of Thin flat Spring , too much bent to fnlfi 
conditions of § 57. — St Venant’s theory shows that a farthe 
condition must be fulfilled if the ideal filaments are to have th< 
freedom to shrink or expand as explained in § 57 above. Fo 
unless the breadth AG of the bar (or diameter perpendicular to thi 
plane of flexure) be very small in comparison with the meai 
proportional between the radius Off and the thickness AB, tin 
distances from F, F^ to the corners A\ G\ would fall short of tin 
half thickness, OE, and the distances to B\ U, would exceed it, b; 
differences comparable with its own amount. This would give ris( 
to sensibly less and greater shortenings and stretchings in th( 
filaments towards the corners than those supposed in the ordinan 
calculation of flexural rigidity (§ Cl below), and so vitiate tin 
result. Unhappily, mathematicians have not hitherto succcedet 
in solving, possibly not even tried to solve, the beautiful problen 
thus presented by the flexure of a broad very thin band (such as i 
watch spring) into a circle of radius comparable with a third pro 
portional to its thickness and its breadth. 

GO. But, provided the radius of curvature of the flexure is no: 
only a large multiple of the greatest diameter, but also of a thin 
proportional to the diameters in and perpendicular to the jdanc o 
flexure; then, however great may be the ratio of the greatesi 
diameter to the least, the j)reccding solution is applicable ; and i1 
is remarkable that the necessary distortion of tlie normal sectior 
(illustrated in the dijigram of § 57 above) docs not sensibly impede 
the free lateral contractions and cxjmnsions in the filaments, ever 
in the case of a broad thin lamina (whether of precisely rectangulai 
section, or of unequal thicknesses in different parts). 

Gl. Flexural Rigidities of a Rod or Beam, — The couple re* 
(juired to give unit curvature in any plane to a rod or beam ii 
called its flexural rigidity for curvature in that 2 )lane. When the 
beam is of circular cross section and of isotropic material, the 
flexural rigidity is clearly the same, whatever bo the plane oi 
flexure through the axis, and the plane of the bending couple 
coincides with the plane of flexure. It might be expected that 
a round bar of a^olotropic material, such as a wooden rod with the 
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annual woody layers sensibly plane and parallel to a plane tlirongh 
its axis, would show different flexural rigidities in different 
planes, — in the case of wood, for example, different according as the 
flexure is in a plane parallel or perpendicular to the annual layers. 
This is not so, however ; on the contrary, it is easy to show, by an 
extension of St Venant’s theory, that in the case of the wooden rod 
the flexural rigidity is equal in all planes through the axis, and 
that the plane of flexure always agrees with the plane of the 
bending couple ; and to prove generally that the flexure of a 
bar of a3olotropic substance, composed it may be of longitudinal 
filaments of heterogeneous materials, is precisely the same as if it 
were isotropic ; and that its flexural rigidities are calculated by the 
same rule from its Young’s modulus, provided that the a'olotropy is 
not such as (§81 below) to give rise to alteration of the angle 
between the length and any diameter perpendicular to the length 
when weight is hung on the rod, or on any longitudinal filament 
cut from it. Excluding then all cases in which there is any such 
obli(iuo reolotropy, wo have a very simple theory for the flexure of 
bars of any substance, whether isotropic or a3olotropic, and whether 
homogeneous or not liomogeneous through the cross section. 

02. Principal Flexural Rigidities ami Principal Planes of 
Flexure of a Beam . — The flexural rigidity of a rod is generally not 
equal in different directions, and the plane of flexuio does not 
generally coincide with the plane of the bending couple. Thus a 
flat ruler is much more easily bent in a plane perpendicular to its 
breadth than in the plane of its breadth ; and if we apply opposing 
couples to its two ends in any plane through its axis not either 
perpendicular or parallel to its breadth, it is obvious that the plane 
in which the flexure takes place will bo more inclined to the plane 
of the breadth than to the plane of the bending couple. Very 
elementary statical theory, founded on St Venanl’s conclusions of 
§ 57 above, shows that, whatever the shape and the di.stribution of 
matter in the cross section of the bar, there are two planes at right 
angles to one another, such that if the bar be bent in cither of 
these planes the bending couple will coincide with the plane of 
flexure. These planes are called principal planes of flexure, and 
the rigidities of the bar for flexure in these planes are called its 
principal flexural rigidities. When the principal flexural rigidities 
are known, the flexure of the bar in any plane obli(|uc to the 

4—2 
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principal planes is readily found by supposing it to be bent in one 
of the principal planes and simultaneously in the other, and 
calculating separately the couples required to produce these two 
component flexures. The positions of the principal planes of 
flexure, the relative flexural rigidities, and the law of elongation 
and contraction in different parts of the cross section, are found 
according to the following simple rules ; — 

(1) Imagine an infinitely thin plane disc of the same shape 
and size as the cross section, loaded with matter in simple propor- 
tion to the Young s modulus in different parts of the cross section. 
Let the quantity of matter per unit area on any point of the disc 
be equal to the Youngs modulus on the corresponding point of 
the rod when the material is heterogeneous : on the other hand, 
when the material is homogeneous it is more convenient to call 
the quantity of matter unity per unit area of the disc. Considering 
different axes in the plane of the disc through its centre of inertia, 
find the two principal axes of greatest and least moments of 
inertia, and find the moments of inertia round them. 

(2) In whatever plane the bar be bent, it will experience 
neither elongation nor contraction in the filament which passes 
through the centres of inertia of the cross sections found according 
to rule (1), nor in the diameter of the cross section perpendicular 
to the plane of flexure. 

(3) Thus all the particles which experience neither elongation 
nor contraction lie in a surface cutting the jdane of flexure 
perpendicularly through the centres of inertia of the cross sections. 
All the material on the outside of this cylindrical surface is 
elongated, and all on the interior is contracted, in simple proportion 
to distance from it : the amount of the elongation or contraction 
being in fact equal to distance from this neutral surface divided 
by the radius of its curvature. 

(4) Hence it is obvious that the portions of the solid on the 
two sides of any cross section must experience mutual normal 
force, pulling them from one another in the stretched part, and 
pressing them towards one another in the condensed part, and that 
the amount of this negative or positive normal pressure per unit 
of area must be equal to the Young’s modulus at the place 
multiplied into the ratio of its distance from the neutral line of 
the cross section to the radius of ciirvature. 
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The sum of these positive and negative forces over the whole 
area of the cross section is zero in virtue of condition (2). Their 
resultant couple has its axis perpendicular to the piano of curvature 
when this line is either of the principal axes (3) of the cross 
section ; and its mouient is clearly equal to the moment of inertia 
of the material disc (1) divided by the radius of curvature. Hence 
tlie principal flexural rigidities are simply ociual to the principal 
moments of inertia of this disc ; and the principal flexural planes 
are the planes through its principal axes and the length of the 
bar; or taking the quantity of matter per unit area of the disc 
unity for the case of a homogeneous bar, we have the rule, that 
the principal rigidities are equal to the product of the Youngs 
modulus into the principal moments of inertia of the cross sectional 
areas, and the principal planes of flexure are the longitudinal 
planes through the principal axes of this area. 

C3. Law of Tordon, — One of the most beautiful applications 
of the general equations of internal e({uilibriuin of an elastic 
solid hitherto made, is that of M. do St Venaiit to ‘‘ the torsion 
of prisms*.'' In this work the mathematical methods invented by 
Fourier for the solution of problems reigarding conduction of heat 
have been most ingeniously and happily applied by St Venant to 
the problem of torsion. To reproduce St Venant’s mathematical 
investigation here would make this article too long (it occupies 
227 quarto pages of the Me moires des Savants Etrangers) ; but a 
statement of some of the chief results is given (§§ 0*5 — 72 below), 
not only on account of their strong scientific interest, but also 
because they are of great practical value in engineering ; and the 
reader is referred to Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy , 
§§ 700 — 710, for the proofs and for further details regarding results, 
but much that is valuable and interesting is only to be found in 
St Venant’s original memoir. 

64. Torsion Problem stated and Torsional Rigidity defined. 
— To one end of a long, straight prismatic rod, wire, or solid or 
hollow cylinder of any form, a given couple is applied in a plane 
perpendicular to the length, while the other end is held fast : it is 
required to find the degree of twist produced, and the distri- 
bution of strain and stress throughout the prism. The moment of 

* MitiwircB des Savants Ktrauficrs, 1855, “Do la Torsion des Piismcs, avec des 
consid6ration8 sur leur Flexion, &c.” 
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the couple divided by the amount of the twist per unit length is 
called the torsional rigidity of the rod or prism. This definition 
is founded simply on the extension of Hooke’s law to torsion 
discovered experimentally by Coulomb, according to which a rod 
or wire when twisted within its limits of torsional elasticity exerts 
a reactive couple in simple proportion to the angle through which 
one end is turned relatively to the other. The internal conditions 
to be satisfied in the torsion problem are that the resultant action 
between the substance on the two sides of any normal section is 
a couple, in the normal plane, equal to the given couple. This 
problem has not hitherto been attacked for a}olotropic solids. Even 
such a case as that of the round wooden rod (§61 above) with 
annular layers sensibly parallel to a plane through its length, will, 
when twisted, experience a distribution of strain complicated 
much by its a3olotropy. The following statements of results are 
confined to rods of isotropic material. 

65. Torsion of Circular Cylinder . — For a solid or hollow 
circular cylinder, the solution (given first, we believe, by Coulomb) 
obviously is that each circular normal section remains unchanged 
in its own dimensions, figure, and internal arrangement (so that 
every straight line of its particles remains a straight line of 
unchanged length), but is turned round the axis of the cylinder 
through such an angle as to give a uniform rate of twist equal to 
the applied couple divided by the product of the moment of 
inertia of the circular area (whether annular or complete to the 
centre) into the modulus of rigidity of the substance. 

For, if we suppose the distribution of strain thus specified to 
be actually produced, by whatever application of stress is necessary, 
we have, in every part of the substance, a simple shear parallel to 
the normal section, and perpendicular to the radius through it. 
The elastic reaction against this requires, to balance it (§ 43 above), 
a simple distorting stress consisting of forces in the normal section, 
directed as the shear, and others in planes through the axis, and 
directed parallel to the axis. The amount of the shear is, for 
parts of the substance at distance r from the axis, equal obviously 
to rr, if rbe the rate of twist reckoned in radians per unit of 
length of the cylinder. Hence the amount of the tangential force 
in either set of planes is mr per unit of area, if n be the rigidity 
of the substance. Hence there is no force between parts of the 
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substance lying on the two sides of any element of any circular 
cylinder coaxal with the bounding cylinder or cylinders; and 
consequently no force is required on the cylindrical boundary to 
maintain the supposed state of strain. And the mutual action 
between the parts of the substance on the two sides of any normal 
plane section consists of force in this plane, directed perpendicular 
to the radius through each point, and amounting to mr per unit 
of area. The moment of this distribution of force round the axis 
of the cylinder is (if da denote an element of the area) urffdar^, 
or the product of nr into the moment of inertia of the area round 
the perpendicular to its plane through its centre, which is therefore 
equal to the moment of the couple applied at either end. 

66. PHsm of any shape constrained to a Simple Twist — 
Farther, it is easily proved that if a cylinder or prism of any 
shape be compelled to take exactly the state of strain above 
specified (§ 65), with the line through the centres of inertia of 
the normal sections, taken instead of the axis of the cylinder, 

the mutual action between the parts of it on the two sides of 

any normal section will be a couple of which the moment will bo 
expressed by the same formula, that is, the product of the rigidity, 
into the rate of twist, into the moment of inertia of the section 
round its centre of inertia. But for any other shape of prism 
than a solid or symmetrical hollow circular cylinder, the supposed 
state of strain requires, besides the terminal opposed couples, force 
parallel to the length of the prism, distributed over the prismatic 
boundary, in proportion to the distance PE along the tangent, 

from each point of the 

surface, to the point in 

which this line is cut by 
a perpendicular to it from 
0 the centre of inertia 
of the normal section. To 
prove this let a normal 
section of the prism 
be represented in the 
annexed diagram (fig. 6). 
Let PKy representing the 
shear at any point P, 
close to the prismatic 



Fig. 6. 
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boundary, be resolved into PN and FT along the normal and 
tangent respectively. The whole shear PK being equal to rr, its 
component PN is equal to rrsino) or t,PE, The corresponding 
component of the required stress is nr . PE, and involves equal 
forces in the plane of the diagram, and, in the plane through TP, 
perpendicular to it, each amounting to tit . PE per unit of area. 

An application of force equal and opposite to the distribution 
thus found over the prismatic boundary, would of course alone 
produce in the prism, otherwise free, a state of strain which, com- 
pounded with that supposed above, would give the state of strain 
actually produced b}^ the sole application of balancing couples to 
the two ends. The result, it is easily seen, consists of an increased 
twist, together with a warping of naturally plane normal sections, 
by infinitesimal displacements perpendicular to themselves, into 
certain surfaces of anticlastic curvature, with equal opposite 
curvatures. In bringing forward this theory, St Venant not only 
pointed out the falsity of the supposition admitted by several 
previous writers, and used in practice fallaciously by engineers, 
that Coulomb’s law holds for other forms of prism than the solid 
or hollow circular cylinder, but he discovered fully the nature of 
the requisite correction, reduced the determination of it to a 
problem of pure mathematics, worked out the solution for a 
great variety of important and curious cases, compared the results 
with observation in a manner satisfactory and interesting to the 
naturalist, and gave conclusions of great value to the practical 
engineer. 

67. '' Hydrohinetic Analogue to Torsion Problem^. — We 
take advantage of the identity of mathematical conditions in 
St Venant ’s torsion problem, and in a hydrokinetic problem first 
solved a few years earlier by Stokesf, to give the following state- 
ment, which will be found very useful in estimating deficiencies 
in torsional rigidity below the amount calculated from the fal- 
lacious extension of Coulomb’s law — 

“Conceive a liquid of density n completely filling a closed 
infinitely light prismatic box of the same shape within as the 

* Extracted from Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy, Vol. i. Part ii. 
§§ 704, 705. 

+ “On some cases of Fluid Motion.” — Camb. Phil, Trans. 1843 ; or [Mathematical 
and Physical Papers, by G. G. Stokes, Vol. i.]. 
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given elastic prism and of length unity, and let a couple be 
applied to the box in a plane perpendicular to its length. The 
effective moment of inertia of the liquid* will be equal to the 
correction by which the torsional rigidity of the elastic prism, 
calculated by the false extension of Coulombs law, must be 
diminished to give the true torsional rigidity.” 

“ Farther, the actual shear of the solid, in any infinitely thin 
plate of it between two normal sections, will at each point be, 
when reckoned as a differential sliding (§ 43 above), parallel to their 
planes, equal to and in the same direction as the velocity of the 
liquid relatively to the containing box.” 

68. Solution of Torsion Problem. — To prove these propositions 
and investigate the mathematical equations of the problem, the 
process followed in Thomson and Tait's Natural Philosophy,^ 7 

is first to show that the conditions of § 64 above are verified by a 
state of strain compounded of (1) a simple twist round the line 
through the centres of inertia, and (2) a distortion of each normal 
section by infinitesimal displacements perpendicular to its plane ; 
then find the interior and surface equations to determine this 
warping; and lastly, calculate the actual moment of the couple 
to which the mutual action between the matter on the two sides 
of any normal section is equivalent. 

69. St Venant’s treatise abounds in beautiful and instructive 
graphical illustrations of his results, from which the following are 
selected f : — 

(1) Elliptic Cylinder. — The plain and dotted curvilineal arcs 
are (fig. 7) “ contour lines ” {coupes topographiques) of the section 
as warped by torsion ; that is to say, lines in which it is cut by a 
series of parallel planes, each perpendicular to the axis. The 
arrows indicate the direction of rotation in the part of the prism 
above the plane of the diagram, 

(2) Contour lines for St Venant's " etoile tl quatre points ar- 
rondis!' — This diagram (fig, 8) shows the contour lines, in all 

* ** That is, the moment of inertia of a rigid solid which, as will be proved in 
Vol. II., may be fixed within the box, if the liquid be removed, to make its motions 
the same as they are with the liquid in it.” 

t A full mathematical consideration of these cases will be found in Thomson 
and Tait’s Natural Philosophy, 2nd Edition, VoL i. Part ii. § 707 (A) and (B) ; see 
also § 708. 
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closed curve are merely indications of mathematical extensions 
irrelevant to the physical problem. 

(3) Contour lines, shown as in case (1), of normal section of 
triangular prism, as warped hy torsion (fig. 9). 



Fig. 9. 


(4) Contour lines of normal section of square prism as loarped 
hy torsion (fig. 10). 



Fig. 10. 


(5) Diagram of St Venant's curvilinear squares for which the 
torsion problem is algebraically solvable . — This diagram (fig. 11) 
shows the series of lines represented by the equation 

a?-¥y^ -a - Qoc^y^ + y^) = 1 - a, 
with the indicated values for a. It is remarkable that the values 



60 


ELASTICITY AND HEAT. 


[XCII. PT. I. 


a = O’o and a = — J (^^2 — 1) give similar but not equal curvilinear 
squares (hollow sides and acute angles), one of them turned 
through half a right angle relatively to the other. 


\\V/ 
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(6), (7) and (8). Elliptic, square, and flat rectangular bars 
twisted (Fig. 12). These are shaded drawings, showing the ap- 
pearances presented by elliptic, square, and flat rectangular bars 
under exaggerated torsion, as may be realised with such a 
substance as India-rubber. 

70. Torsional Rigidity less in proportion to sum of principal 
Flexural Rigidities than according to false extension (§ 66 above) 
of GoulomVs Law, — Inasmuch as the moment of inertia of a 
plane area about an axis through its centre of inertia perpen- 
dicular to its plane, is obviously equal to the sum of its moments 
of inertia round any two axes through the same point at right 
angles to one another in its plane, the fallacious extension of 
Coulomb’s law, referred to in § 66 above, would make the torsional 
rigidity of a bar of any section, equal to the product of the ratio 
of the modulus of rigidity to the Young’s modulus, into the sum 
of its flexural rigidities (§§ 61 — 2 above) in any two planes at right 
angles to one another through its length. The true theory, as we 
have seen (§§ 67 — 8 above), always gives a torsional rigidity less than 


( 1 .) 

Rectilineal 

square. 

[§69(4)1 



■ 84 ^ 

•88426. 


( 2 ) 

Square with curved 
corners and hollow 
sides; being curve, 
a = 0*4 [§69(5)1. 


( 8 ) 

Square with acute 
angles and hollow 
sides. 
[§09(6)] 


(4.) 

Star with four 
rounded points, 
being a curve of 
the eighth degree 
[§6»(2)]. 



•6874. 

•6746. 


( 6 .) 

Equilateral 

triangle. 

(§69(8)] 



•60000. 

'72662. 


Fig. 13. Diagrams showing torsional rigidities. 


this. How great the deficiency may be expected to be in cases 
in which the figure of the section presents projecting angles, or 
considerable prominences (which may be imagined from the hydro- 
kinetic analogy given in § 67 above), has been pointed out by M. de 
St Venant, with the important practical application, that strengthen- 
ing ribs, or projections (see, for instance, (4) of the annexed diagrams, 
fig. 13), such as are introduced in engineering to give stifihess to 
beams, have the reverse of a good effect when torsional rigidity 
or strength is an object, although they are truly of great value 
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in increasing the flexural rigidity, and giving strength to bear 
ordinary strains, which are always more or less flexural. With 
remarkable ingenuity and mathematical skill he has drawn 
beautiful illustrations of this important practical principle from 
his algebraic and transcendental solutions. Thus, for an equi- 
lateral triangle, and for the rectilinear and three curvilinear squares 
shown in the diagrams (fig. 13), he finds for the torsional rigidities 
the values stated. The number immediately below the diagram 
indicates in each case the fraction which the true torsional rigidity 
is of the old fallacious estimate (§ 66 above), — the latter being 
the product of the rigidity of the substance into the moment of 
inertia of the cross section round an axis perpendicular to its 
plane through its centre of inertia. The second number indicates 
in each case the fraction which the torsional rigidity is of that of 
a Solid circular cylinder of the same sectional area. 

71. Places of greatest Distortion in Twisted Prisms. — M de 
St Venant also calls attention to a conclusion from his solutions 
which to many may be startling, that in his simpler cases the 
places of greatest distortion are those points of the boundary 
which are nearest to the axis of the twisted prism in each case, 
and the places of least distortion those farthest from it. Thus 
in the elliptic cylinder the substance is most strained at the ends 
of the smaller principal diameter, and least at the ends of the 
greater. In the equilateral triangular and square prisms there 
are longitudinal lines of maximum strain through the middles of 
the sides. In the oblong rectangular prism there are two lines 
of greater maximum strain through the middles of the longer 
pair of sides, and two lines of less maximum strain through the 
middles of the shorter pair of sides. The strain is, as we may 
judge from the hydrokinetic analogy (§ 67 above), excessively small, 
but not evanescent, in the projecting ribs of a prism of the figure 
shown in (2) of § 69 above. It is quite evanescent infinitely near 
the angle, in the triangular and rectangular prisms, and in every 
other case, as (5) of § 69 above, in which there is a finite angle, 
whether acute or obtuse, projecting outwards. This reminds us of 
a general remark we have to make, although consideration of 
space may oblige us to leave it without formal proof. 

72. Strain at Projecting Angles, evanescent; at Re-entrant 
Angles, infinite; Liability to Cracks proceeding from Re-entrant 
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Angles, or any places of too sharp concave curvature, — A solid of 
any elastic substance, isotropic or seolotropic, bounded by any 
surfaces presenting projecting edges or angles, or re-entrant angles 
or edges, however obtuse, cannot experience any finite stress or 
strain in the neighbourhood of a projecting angle (trihedral, poly- 
hedral, or conical); in the neiglibourhood of an edge, can only 
experience simple longitudinal stress parallel to the neighbouring 
part of the edge ; and generally experiences infinite stress and 
strain in the neighbourhood of a re-entrant edge or angle ; when 
influenced by any distribution of force, exclusive of surface tractions 
infinitely near the angles or edges in question. An important 
application of the last part of this statement is the practical rule, 
well known in mechanics, that every re-entering edge or angle 
ought to be rounded, to prevent risk of rupture, in solid pieces 
designed to bear stress. An illustration of these principles is 
afforded by the concluding example of torsion in Thomson and 
Taits Natural Philosoj^hy, § 707; in which we have the complete 
mathematical solution of the torsion problem for prisms of fan- 
shaped sections, such as the annexed forms (fig. 14). The solution 



(1) (2) (3) (1) (5) (6) 

Fig. 14. 


shows that when the solid is continuous from the circular cylin- 
drical surface to its axis, as in (4), (5), (0), the strain is zero or 
infinite according as the angle between the bounding planes of 
the solid is less than or greater than two right angles as in cases 
(4) and (6) respectively. 

73, Changes of Temperature produced hy Compressions or 
Dilatations of a Fluid and by Stresses of any kind in an Elastic 
Solid. — From thermodynamic theory* it is concluded that cold is 
produced whenever a solid is strained by opposing, and heat 
when it is strained by yielding to, any elastic force of its own, 

* On “ Thermo-elastic Propertie&of Matter,” in Quarterly Journal of Mathematics^ 
April 1855 (republished in Fhil. May, 1877, second half year). [Art. xLviir. Part vii, 
Vol. I. above.] 
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the strength of which would diminish if the temperature were 
raised ; but that, on the contrary, heat is produced when a solid 
is strained against, and cold when it is strained by yielding to, 
any elastic force of its own, the strength of which would increase 
if the temperature were raised. When the strain is a condensa- 
tion or dilatation, uniform in all directions, a fluid may be included 
in the statement. Hence the following propositions : — 

(1) A cubical compression of any elastic fluid or solid in an 
ordinary condition causes an evolution of heat ; but, on the con- 
trary, a cubical compression produces cold in any substance, solid 
or fluid, in such an abnormal state that it would contract if heated 
while kept under constant pressure. Water below its temperature 
of maximum density (3°*9Cent.) is a familiar instance. (See table 
of § 76 below.) 

(2) If a wire already twisted be suddenly twisted further, 
always, however, within its limits of elasticity, cold will be pro- 
duced ; and if it be allowed suddenly to untwist, heat will be 
evolved from itself (besides heat generated externally by any work 
allowed to be wasted, which it does in untwisting). It is assumed 
that the torsional rigidity of the wire is diminished by an elevation 
of temperature, as the writer of this article had found it to be 
for copper, iron, platinum, and other metals (compare § 78 below), 

(3) A spiral spring suddenly drawn out will become lower in 
temperature, and will rise in temperature when suddenly allowed 
to draw in. [This result has been experimentally verified by Joule 
(“Thermodynamic Properties of Solids,’’ Trans, Roy, Soc., 1858 
and “Scientific Papers,” Vol. I. pp. 413 — 473) and the amount of 
the effect found to agree with that calculated, according to the 
preceding thermodynamic theory, from the amount of the weaken- 
ing of the spring which he found by experiment.] 

(4) A bar or rod or wire of any substance with or without a 
weight hung on it, or experiencing any degree of end thrust, to 
begin with, becomes cooled if suddenly elongated by end pull or 
by diminution of end thrust, and warmed if suddenly shortened 
by end thrust or by diminution of end pull ; except abnormal cases 
in which with constant end pull or end thrust elevation of tem- 
perature produces shortening; in every such case pull or diminished 
thrust produces elevation of temperature, thrust or diminished pull 
lowering of temperature. 
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(5) An india-rubber band suddenly drawn out (within its 
limits of elasticity) becomes warmer; and when allowed to con- 
tract, it becomes colder. Any one may easily verify this curious 
property by placing an india-rubber band in slight contact with 
the edges of the lips, then suddenly extending it — it becomes 
very perceptibly warmer: hold it for sometime stretched nearly 
to breaking, and then suddenly allow it to shrink — it becomes 
quite startlingly colder, the cooling effect being sensible not merely 
to the lips but to the fingers holding the band. The first published 
statement of this curious observation is due to Gough {Memoirs of 
the Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester, 2nd series, 
vol. I. p. 288), quoted by Joule in his paper on ^'Thermodynamic 
Properties of Solids ” (Trans. Roy. Soc., 1858 and “ Scientific 
Papers,” vol. i. pp. 413 — 473). The thermodynamic conclusion from 
it is that an india-rubber band, stretched by a constant weight of 
sufficient amount hung on it, must, when heated, pull up the 
weight, and, when cooled, allow the weight to descend : this 
Gough, independently of thermodynamic theory, had found to 
be actually the case. The experiment any one can make with 
the greatest ease, by hanging a few pounds weight on a common 
india-rubber band, and taking a red-hot coal in a pair of tongs, 
or a red-hot poker, and moving it up and down close to the 
band. The way in which the weight rises when the red-hot 
body is near, and falls when it is removed, is quite startling. 
Joule experimented on the amount of shrinking per degree of 
temperature, with different weights hung on a band of vulcanized 
india-rubber, and found that they agreed closely with the amounts 
calculated by thermo-dynamic theory* from the heating effects of 
pull, and cooling effects of ceasing to pull, which he had observed 
in the same piece of india-rubber. 

74. The thermodynamic theory gives one formula^ by which 
the change of temperature in every such case may be calculated 
when the other physical properties are known: — 

* On “ Thermo-elastic Properties of Matter,” in Quarterly Journal of Mathematics, 
April 1855 (republished in Phil. Mag. Jan. 1878), [Art. xlviii. Part vii. Vol. I. 
above.]. 

t “ Dynamical Theory of Heat” [Art. xlviii. Vol. I. above] (§ 49), Trans. R.8.E., 
March 1851, “ Thermo-elastic Properties of Matter,” [Art. xlviii. Part vii. Vol. I. 
above], and “ On the Alteration of Temperatures accompanying changes of Pressure 
in Fluids,” Proc. R. S., June 1857 ; Phil. Mag. June Suppl. 1858 [Appendix to 
Part II. of present Article]. 

T. III. 


5 



66 


ELASTICITY AND HEAT. 


[XCII. PT. I. 


0 = 


tep 

JK^ 


where 6 denotes the elevation of temperature produced by the 
sudden application of a stress p; 

t, the temperature of the substance on the absolute thermo- 
dynamic scale*, the change of temperature 6 being supposed 
to be but a very small fraction of 

e, the geometrical effect (expansion or other strain) pro- 
duced by an elevation of temperature of one degree when 
the body is kept under constant stress ; 

Ky the specific heat of the substance per unit mass under 
constant stress ; 

p, the density, 

and J, Joule’s equivalent (taken as 42400 centimetres). 


In using the formula for a fluid, p must be normal pressure 
equal in all directions. For a solid it may be normal pressure on 
a set of parallel planes, or tangential traction on one or other of 
the two sets of mutually perpendicular parallel planes which (§ 43 
above) experience tangential traction when the body is subjected 
to a simple distorting stress; or, quite generally, p may be the 
proper numerical reckoning (Mathematical Theory, chap. x. below) 
of any stress, simple or compound. When p is pressure uniform in 
all directions, 6 must be expansion of bulk, whether the body 
expands equally in all directions or not. When p is pressure 
perpendicular to a set of parallel planes, e must be expansion in 
the direction opposed to this pressure, irrespectively of any change 
of shape not altering the distance between the two planes of the 
solid perpendicular to the direction of p. When p is a simple 
tangential stress, reckoned as in § 43 above, e must be the change, 
reckoned in fraction of the radian, of the angle, infinitely nearly 
a right angle, between the two sets of parallel planes in either of 
which there is the tangential traction denoted by p. In each of 
these cases p is reckoned simply in units of force per unit of area. 
Quite generally p may be any stress, simple or compound, and 

* “Dynamical Theory of Heat” [Art. xlviii. Vol. I. above], Part vi. §§ 97, 100, 
Tram, R. S. May 1854. According to the scale there defined on thermo* 
dynamic principles, independently of the properties of any particular substance, t 
is found, by Joule and Thomson's experiments, to agree very approximately with 
temperature centigrade, with 27 1'' added. 
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e must be the component (Math. Th., chaps, vili. and ix. below) 
relatively to the type of p, of the strain produced by an elevation 
of temperature of one degree when the body is kept under con- 
stant stress. The constant stress for which K and e are reckoned 
ought to be the mean of the stresses which the body experiences 
with and without p. Mathematically speaking, p is to be infini- 
tesimal, but practically it may be of any magnitude moderate 
enough not to give any sensible difference in the value of either 
K or e, whether the “ constant stress ” be with p or without p^ or 
with the mean of the two ; thus for air p must be a small fraction 
of the whole pressure, for instance a small fraction of one atmo- 
sphere for air at ordinary pressure ; for water or watery solutions 
of salts or other solids, for mercury, for oil, and for other known 
liquids may, for all we know, amount to twenty atmospheres or 
one hundred atmospheres without transgressing the limits for 
which the preceding formula is applicable. When the law of 
variation of K and e with pressure is known, the differential 
formula is readily integrated to give the integral amount of the 
change of temperature produced by greater stresses than those 
for which the differential formula is applicable. For air and other 
permanent gases Boyle’s law of compression, and Charles’s law of 
thermal expansion, supply the requisite data with considerable 
accuracy up to twenty or thirty atmospheres. The result is 
expressed by the following formulas, showing the relations between 
temperature, pressure and volume when a gas experiences con- 
densation or dilatation; without gain or loss of heat across the 
walls of the containing vessel : — 


and therefore 



where k denotes the ratio of the thermal capacity, pressure con- 
stant, to the thermal capacity, volume constant, of the gas, 
a number which thermodynamic theory proves to be approxi- 
mately constant for all temperatures and densities, for any 
fluid approximately fulfilling Boyle’s and Charles’s laws ; 

5—2 
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P, V, and t the initial pressure, volume, and temperature 
of the gas; 

P', V’, and t' the altered pressure, volume, and temperature 
of the gas. 

For the case of V'— V a small fraction of V the formula gives 

= (4). 

It is by an integration of this formula that (1) is obtained. 

For common air the value of k is very approximately 1*41. 
Thus if a quantity of air be given at 15° C. (^ = 289°) and the 
ordinary atmospheric pressure, and if it be compressed gradually to 
of its initial volume, or dilated to 32 times its initial volume, 
and perfectly guarded against gain or loss of heat from or to 
without, its temperature in several different cases, chosen for 
example, will be according to the following table of differences of 
temperature above the primitive temperature, calculated by (1). 


Table II. Effects of Pressure on Temperature. 

Air given at temperature 16® Cent, (289° absolute). 


Value 

P* 

P 

of 

V 

r 

Elevation of temperature 
produced by com- 
pression. 

Value 

P' 

P 

of 

V 

r 

Lowering of temperature 
produced by dilatation. 

2-66 

2 

95° 

-3763 

i 

71° 

7-07 

4 

221 

•1416 

i 

125 

18-77 

8 

389 

•0533 

i 

166 

49-87 

16 

612 

•0200 

tV 

196 

132-50 

32 

911 

•0075 

A 

219 


But we have no knowledge of the effect of pressures of several 
thousand atmospheres in altering the expansibility or specific 
heat in liquids, or in fluids which at less heavy or at ordinary 
pressures are gases/' 

75. When change of temperature, whether in a solid or a 
fluid is produced by the application of a stress, the corresponding 
modulus of elasticity will be greater in virtue of the change of 
temperature than what may be called the static modulus defined 
as above, on the understanding that the temperature if changed 
by the stress is brought back to its primitive degree before the 
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measurement of the strain is performed. The modulus calculated 
on the supposition that the body, neither losing nor gaining heat 
during the application of the stress and the measurement of its 
effect, retains the whole change of temperature due to the stress, 
will be called for want of a better name the kinetic modulus, 
because it is this which must (as in Laplace's celebrated cor- 
rection of Newton’s calculation of the velocity of sound) bo used 
in reckoning the elastic forces concerned in waves and vibrations 
in almost all practical cases. To find the ratio of the kinetic to the 
static modulus remark that eO, according to the notation of § 74 
above, is the diminution of the strain due to the change of tem- 
perature]ft Hence if M denote the static modulus (§ 41 above), the 
strain actually produced by it when the body is not allowed either 

to gain or lose heat is ^ - edy or, with 0 replaced by its value 

according to the formula of § 74, 


tep 

M WKp‘ 

Dividing p by this expression we find for the kinetic modulus 

V .. I;, .'. 


Hence 


M JKp 
ST 1 


M 


1 - 


JKp 


76. For any substance, fluid or solid, it is easily proved with- 
out thermodynamic theory, that 

M _K 
M~N' 


where K denotes the thermal capacity of a stated quantity of the 
substance under constant stress, and N its thermal capacity under 
constant strain (or thermal capacity when the body is prevented 
from change of shape or change of volume). For permanent 
gases, and generally for fluids approximately fulfilling Boyle’s and 
Charles’s laws as said above, h is proved by thermodynamic theory 
to be approximately constant. Its value for all gases for which 
it has been measured differs largely from unity, and probably also 
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for liquids generally (except water near its temperature of maxi- 
mum density). 

On the other hand, for solids whether the stress considered be 
uniform compression in all directions, or of any other type, the 


M' K 

value of or ^ differs but very little from unity; and both for 


solids and liquids it is far from constant at different temperatures 
(in the case of water it is zero at 3°*9 Cent., and varies as the square 
of the difference of the temperature from 3® 9 C., at all events 
for moderate differences from this critical temperature, whether 
above or below it). The following tables (III. and IV.) show the 

value of ^ value of 6 by the formula of § 74 above, 


for different fluid and solid substances at the temperature 15° Cent. 
(289° absolute scale). The first table (A) is for compression uni- 
form in all directions ; the second (B), necessarily confined to solids, 
is for the stress dealt with in Young’s Modulus,” that is, normal 
pressure (positive or negative) on one set of parallel planes, with 
perfect freedom to expand or contract in all directions in these 
planes. A wire or rod pulled longitudinally is a practical appli- 
cation of the latter. 


Table III. Thermodynamic Table A. 

Pressure equal in all directions — Batio of Kinetic to Static Bulk-Modulus, Tem- 
perature 15° 0. (2Sd° absolute) J =i2i00 centimetres. 


Substance. 

Density. 

Thermal 
Capacity 
per unit 
mass =K. 

Expan- 

sibility 

-e. 

Elevation 
of Tempera- 
ture pro- 
duced by a 
pressure 
of one 
gramme 
per square 
centimetre 
te 

~JKp‘ 

Static 
Bulk- 
Modulus 
in grammes 
per square 
centimetre 
=M. 

Deduced 
value of 

JT K 

M N 
( tem\-\ 
JKp' * 

Air 

Distilled 

•001226 

•2375 

•00346 

•08106 

1033 

1-408 

water 

1*000 

1-000 

•00016 

•0000011 

22*63 X 10* 

1*004 

Alcohol 

•795 

•6148 

•00106 

•0000148 

11-4 X 106 

1-217 

Ether 

•7005 

•5157 

•00155 

•0000292 

8-07 X 10« 

1-577 

Mercury 

13-56 

•0330 

•00018 

•00000274 

562-5 X 106 

1-028 

Glass, flint . 

2-942 

•1770 

•000026 

•000000340 

423 X 106 

1*004 

Brass .drawn 

8-471 

•09391 

•0000545 

•000000466 

1063 X 106 

1-028 

Iron 

7-677 

•1098 

•0000395 

•000000319 

1486 X 108 

1*019 

Copper 

8-843 

•0949 

•0000546 

•000000443 

1717x106 

1*043 
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Table IV. Thermodynamic Table B. 

Pressure parallel to one direction in a solid— Ratio of Kinetic to Static Young's 
modulus. Temperature 15° 0. (289° absolute). 


Substance. 

Density 

Thermal 
Capacity 
per unit 
mass =A'. 

Expan- 

sibility 

Lowering 
of Tempera- 
ture pro- 
duced by a 
pull 
of one 
gramme 
per square 
centimetre 
te 

’"JKp‘ 

Static 
Young’s 
Modulus 
in grammes 
per square 
centimetre 
=M. 

II 

11 

Zinc 

7-008 

-0927 

•0000249 

•000000308 

873 X 10« 

1-0080 

Tin 

7-404 

-0514 

•000022 

•000000394 

417 X 10« 

1*00362 

Silver 

10-369 

-0557 

-000019 

•000000224 

736 X 10« 

1-00315 

Copper 

8-933 

-0949 

•000018 

•000000145 

1245 X 10« 

1-00.325 

Lead 

11-215 

-0293 

•000029 

•000000602 

177 X 1()« 

1 00310 

Glass 

2-942 

•177 

•0000086 

•000000113 

614x106 

1-000000 

Iron 

7-553 

-1098 

•000013 

•000000107 

1861 X 106 

1-00250 

Platinum ... 

21-275 

-0314 

•0000086 

•0000000778 

1704x106 

1-00129 


77. Experimental Results . — The following tables (v. vi. and 
vil.) show determinations of moduluses of compression, of rigidity- 
moduluses, and of Young's modulus, by various experimenters and 
various methods. It will be seen that the Young's moduluses 
obtained by Wertheim by vibrations, longitudinal or transverse, are 
generally in excess of those which he found by static extension ; 
but the differences are enormously greater than those due to the 
heating and cooling effects of elongation and contraction (§ 7G), 
and are to be certainly reckoned as errors of observation. It is 
probable that his moduluses determined by static elongation are 
minutely accurate ; the discrepancies of those found by vibrations 
are probably due to imperfections of the arrangements for carrying 
out the vibrational method. 

78. A question of great importance in the physical theory 
of the elasticity of solids, '*What changes are produced in the 
moduluses of elasticity by permanent changes in its mole- 
cular condition ?" has occupied the attention, no doubt, of every 
“naturalist” who has studied the subject, and valuable contribu- 
tions to its answer by experiment had been given by Wertheim 
and other investigators, but solely with reference to Young's 
modulus. In 1865 an investigation of the effect on the torsional 
rigidity of wires of different metals, produced by stretching them 
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longitudinally beyond their limits of elasticity, was commenced in 
the physical laboratory of the university of Glasgow in its old 

Table V. Moduluses of Compressibility. 


Substance. 

Moduluses of 
compressibility in 
grammes per 
square centimetre. 

Tempe- 

rature. 


Authority. 

Dintilled water 

22-63 X 106 

15“ ^ 



Alcohol 

12*4 xlO® 

0“ 


Amaury and 
Descamps, 
Comptes JienduSy 
tome xvii. p. 1564 
(1869). 


11-4 xl0« 

15° 


Ether 

9-5 xlO® 

0° 



8*07 X 106 

14“ 


Bisulphide of carbon 

16-3 xl06 

14“ 


Mercury 

552-5 xl06 

15° 

1 

Glass 

423 X 106 

... 1 

f 

Everett’s Illus- 

Another specimen 

354 X 106 

... 1 


trations of the 

Steel 

Iron, wrought 

1876 X 106 
1485 X 106 

. 1 . 1 

y 

Centimetre- 
G rati Line - 

Copper 

1717 X 106 

... j 


Second Sijstem 

Brass, different specimens.. | 
Tuff 

Mean 

1063 X 10« 

55 X 106 

... j 

1--1 


of Units. 
Wertheiiii, Ann. 
de Chim.y 1848. 
Gray & Milne. 
Quar. Jour. Geol. 
Soc. 1883. 

Clay rock 

96x106 

■I 1 



( 



Table VI. Rigidity-Moduluses. 


Substance. 

Modulus of Rigidity 
in grammes per 
square centiuietre. 

Authority. 

Glass, different specimens 

Brass, different specimens 

Mean 150 x 106 ^ 
Mean 350 x 106 

' 

Wertheim, 
Annales de 

Glass 

243 X 10® ] 

L 

Chimiey 1848. 

Another specimen 

240 X 106 


Everett’s III. of 

Brass, drawn 

373 X 10« 
834 X 10® 


Steel 


the Centimetre- 

Iron, wrought 

Copper 

785 X 10® 
542 X 10® 


Gramme-Second 
System of Units. 

German Silver 

456 X 106 
496 X 106 1 


Gray, Trans, li. 

Tuff 

( 

102 X 106 ( 

[ 

S. E. 1880. 
Gray & Milne. 

Clay rock 

177 X 106 " 

I 

1 

Quar. Jour. Geol. 

Cocoon silk fibre 

13 X 106 

1 

Soc. 1883. 

T. Gray. 





buildings. The following description of experiments and table (viii.) 
of results is extracted from the paper “On the Elasticity and 
Viscosity of Metals,” already quoted (§ 30 above), with reference to 
viscosity and fatigue of elasticity. 
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"To determine rigidities by torsional vibrations, taking ad- 
vantage of an obvious but most valuable suggestion made to me 
by Dr Joule, I used as vibrator in each case a thin cylinder of 
sheet brass, turned true outside and inside (of which the radius of 
gyration must be, to a very close degree of approximation, the 
arithmetic mean of the radii of the outer and inner cylindrical 
surfaces)*, supported by a thin flat rectangular bar, of which the 
square of the radius of gyration is one-third of the square of the 
distance from the centre to the corner. The wire to be tested 
passed perpendicularly through a hole in the middle of the bar, 
and was there' firmly soldered. The cylinder was tied to the 
middle of the bar by light silk thread so as to hang with its axis 
vertical. Each wire, after having been suspended and stretched 
with just force enough to make it as nearly straight as was neces- 
sary for accuracy, was vibrated. Then it was stretched by hand 
(applied to the cross bar soldered to its lower end), and vibrated 
again, and stretched again, and so on till it broke.” The experi- 
ments were performed with great care and accuracy by Mr Donald 
MTarlane. "The results, as shown in the accompanying table, 
(viil.) were most surprising.” 

The highest and lowest rigidities found for copper in the table 
arc as follows : 

Highest rigidity 473 x 10®, being that of a wire which had been 
softened by heating it to redness and plunging it into water, and 
which was found to be of density 8*91. 

Lowest rigidity 393*4 x 10®, being that of a wire which had 
been rendered so brittle by heating it to redness, surrounded by 
powdered charcoal in a crucible, and letting it cool very slowly, 
that it could scarcely be touched without breaking it, and which 
had been found to be reduced in density by this process to as low 
as 8*674. The wires used were all commercial specimens — those 
of copper being all, or nearly all, cut from hanks supplied by the 
Gutta Percha Company, having been selected as of high electric 
conductivity, and of good mechanical quality, for submarine cables. 

It ought to be remarked that the change of molecular con- 
dition produced by permanently stretching a wire or solid cylinder 
of metal is certainly a change from a condition which, if origin- 


It is exactly the square root of the mean of their squares. 
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Table VII. Moduluses 


Substance. Density. 

Young’s Modulus. 

Tenacity in 

In 10® Grammes 
per square 
centimetre. 

Length 
Modulus : in 

10® cms. 

104 Grammes 
per square 
centimetre. 

Iron or Steel 

About 2100 

About 274 


Wood 

105 to 280 

122 305 


Stone 

About 350 

About 152 

... 

Slate 

910 to 1120 


... 

Ice 

... 

640 

... 

Brass, cast 

645 


127 

„ wire 

1001 


343 

Bronze, or gun metal 

696 


252 

Copper, cast 



134 

„ sheet 



211 

„ bolts 



253 

„ wire 

li95 


422 

Iron, cast 

984 to 1610 


94 to 204 

„ wrought, plates 



359 

„ „ bars and bolts 

2040 


422 to 492 

Steel, plates 



563 

„ bars 

2040 to 2953 


703 to 914 

Lead, sheet 

51 


23 

Tin, cast 



32 

Zinc 

... 


49 to 56 

Ash 

113 


120 

Beech 

95 


81 

Birch 

116 


105 

Cedar of Lebanon 

34 


80 

Fir, red pine 

118 


91 

Spruce 

113 


87 

Fir, larch 

79 


68 

Mahogany 

88 


105 

Oak, European 

103 


105 

Sycamore 

73 


91 

Teak, Indian 

169 


105 

Lead, cast 11*215 

177 

16 

22 

)» 

198 


... 

)) 

199 


. . . 

Tin, cast 7*404 

417*2 

56 

41-6 

)> 

464 



Cadmium, drawn 8*665 

542 

63 

• • • 

>> ••• 

609 

. . . 

• • • 

Gold, drawn 18*514 

813 

44 

266 to 284 

j) 

864 

... 

... 
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Table VII. 




Young’s Modulus. 

Tenacity in 

Density. 

In 10® Grammes 
per square 
centimetre. 

Length 
Modulus ; in 

10^ cms. 

10^ grammes 
per square 
centimetre. 


860 



10-369 

736 

71 

290 


782 




758 



7-6o8 

873 

124 

158 


879 




955 



11-35 

1175 

104 

272 


1239 



8-933 

1245 

139 

410 


1251 


. . . 


1254 



8-936 

1052 

118 

316 


1183 


... 

... 

1254 


... 

21-166 

1593 

75 

350 


1618 


... 

21-275 

1704 




1715 



... 

1716 



21-259 

1581 


... 


1616 



7-553 

1861 

246 

625 to 651 

7-717 

1955 


838 


1825 




1982 



j 7-718 

1881 

244 

859 to 991 

1 ... 

2071 




1944 



7-420 

1804 

243 


7*727 

2049 

265 

2362 

8-9 

1150 to 1200 



8-8 

1380 

72 

157 


2-63 

416 

159 

17-i 

2-70 

400 

148 

13-7 

2-28 

189 

83 

13-1 

2-68 

329 

123 

25-2 

2-74 

686 

250 

41-7 
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[Continued). 


Length of Modulus 
of Rupture in centi- 
metres (or Tenacity 
in terms of Weight 
of Unit-Bulk). 

In lO’* cms. 



Resilience 

Extreme 

per cubic 

Elastic 

centimetre 

Elongation. 

in centimetre- 
grammes. 


Resilience 
per Unit 
Mass in 
centimetres. 


Authority. 


Wertheim. 


D. M‘Farlane. 



Method of 
Determination. 


By long. vibr. 

„ direct elong. 

„ trails, vibr. 

„ long. ,, 

„ direct elong. 

„ trans. vibr. 

,, long. „ 

„ direct elong. 
„ trans. vibr. 

,5 direct elong. 

„ trans. vibr. 

„ long. „ 

„ direct elong. 
„ trans. vibr. 

» long. „ 

„ trans. „ 

» long. „ 

„ direct elong. 
„ trans. „ 

» long. „ 

„ trans. vibr. 

5 ) long. „ 

„ direct elong. 

» » » 

„ trans. vibr. 

j, long. „ 

„ direct elong. 
„ trans. vibr. 

» long. „ 

„ direct elong. 


T. Gray. 

T. Gray. 

T. Gray & Milne. 
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Table VIII. Effect of permanent longitudinal stretching 
ON Torsional Kigidity. 


Substance. 

Length 
of Wire in 
centimetres. 
1. 

Volume in 
cubic centi- 
metres. 

V. 

Density. 

P- 

Moment of 
Inertia of 
Vibrator 
WK\ 

Time of 
Vibration 
one way 
or (halt 
period) m 
seconds. 

T. 

Rigidity in 10*> 
grammes weight 
per square 
centinietre 

Aluminium^.,. 

60*3 

1-1845 

2-764 

31771 

1-14 

241 

Zinc 2 

304-9 

2-351 

7-105 

31896 

4-31 

359-6 

Brass 

237-7 




4-76 

410-3 

»» 

248-3 



... 

5-456 

354-8 

If 

261-9 

1-703 

8-398 


5-96 

350-1 

Copper 

2435-0 

15-30 

8-91 

38186 

16-375 

448-7 

>> 




61412 

20-77 

448-4 

Copper** 

ff 

214-4 

1-348 

8-864 

31771 

5-015 

433-0 




61412 

6-982 

431-8 

Copper^ 

143-7 

-9096 

8-674 


3-381 

393-4 

Copper® 

286-8 


... 

20612 

4-245 

442-9 

>» 

291 




4-375 

436-6 

tf 

293 


• • • 


4-417 

436-2 

ft 

296-1 




4-500 

433-8 


300-0 




4-588 

434-0 

»> 

303-4 




4-616 

437*8 

,, 

309-3 




4-833 

428-6 

>> 

313-2 

... 

• • • 

99 

4-931 

427-5 

Copper® 

317-4 

1-962 

8-835 

9 9 

5-040 

425-9 

315-6 



31771 

8-155 

412-3 

>» 

11 

Copper 7 

235-5 




9-425 

432-2 

251-9 

•827 

8-872 


10-163 

428-6 

253-2 

1-580 

8-91 


5-285 

472-9 

9 9 

262-8 




5-610 

464-3 

99 •««#•«#•# 

270-4 



... 

5-910 

4(')0-4 

9 9 

278-7 



... 

6-20 

458-5 

9 9 • • 

287-9 




6-5325 

455-0 

9 9 

297-5 



... 

6-8195 

451-0 


308-8 




7-3075 

448-9 

Copper® 

256-5 

1-6145 

8-90 

... 

4-2226 

463-5 

jj 

267-9 




4-5625 

453-3 


280-1 




4-915 

446-2 

99 

292-2 


... 


5-240 

445-5 


301-9 




5-532 

438-2 

Soft Iron® 

316-8 

... 

... 


6-655 

791-4 

99 

322-1 


... 

... 

6-88 

778-3 


335-1 



... 

7-301 

779-0 


347-4 


... 


7-768 

766-6 


366-0 

1-357 

7-657 


8-455 

756-0 

Platinum 

39-4 

•1745 

20-805 

20612 

2-05 

622-25 

Gold 

65-9 

•1825 

19-8 

10902 


281 

Silver 

75-7 

•1185 

10-21 

10967 


270 


Rema/rka on TotibU VIII. 


1 Only forty vibrations from initial arc of convenient amplitude could be counted. Had been stretched 
considerably before this experiment. 

8 So viscous that only twenty vibrations could be counted. Broke in stretching. 

8 A piece of the preceding stretched. 

4 The preceding made red-hot in a crucible filled with powdered charcoal and allowed to cool slowly, 
became very brittle ; a part of it with difficulty saved for the expenineiit. 

8 Another piece of the long (2435 centims.) wire; stretched by successive simple tractions. 

6 A finer gauge copper wire ; stretched by successive tractions. 

7 A finer gauge copper wire, softened by being heated to redness and plunged in water. A length of 
260 centimetres cut from this, suspended, and elongated by successive tractions, 

8 Another piece of 260 centimetres cut from the same, and similarly treated. 

8 One piece, successively elongated by simple tractions till it broke. 
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ally isotropic, becomes seolotropic as to some quali- 
ties*, and that the changed conditions may there- 
fore be presumed to be seolotropic as to elasticity. 

If so, the rigidities corresponding to the direct and 
diagonal distortions (indicated by No. 1 and No. 2, 
in fig. 15) must in all probability become diflferent 
from one another when a wire is permanently 
stretched, instead of being equal as they must be 
when its substance is isotropic. It becomes, 
therefore, a question of extreme interest to 
find whether rigidity No. 2 is not increased by 
this process, which, as is proved by the ex- Fig. 15. 
periments above described, diminishes, to a very remarkable 
degree, the rigidity No. 1. The most obvious experiment, 
and indeed the only practicable experiment adapted to answer 
this question, for a wire or round bar is that of Cagniard- 
Latour, in which an accurate determination of the difference pro- 
duced in the volume of the substance is made by applying and 
removing longitudinal traction within its limits of elasticity. With 
the requisite apparatus, which must be much more accurate than 
that of Cagniard-Latour, a most important and interesting in- 
vestigation might be made. The results, along with an accurate 
determination of the Young's modulus for the particular case, give 
(§ 47 above) the modulus of compression, and the rigidity No. 2. 
Eegiiault suggested the use of hollow instead of solid cylinders, to be 
subjected to longitudinal pull, and (after the manner of the bulb 
and tube of a thermometer) a capillary tube to aid in measuring 
changes of volume of the hollow; and Wertheim, adopting this 
excellent suggestion, obtained seemingly very accurate results for 
brass and glass, which are given in the tables (v. and vi.) of § 77 
above. 

79. The following tables (ix. and x.) show the effects of 
differences of temperature on the rigidity-modulus, and modulus 
of compressibility of various substances. 

[Note of February 19, 1886. The original paper contained 
under this paragraph, a table of results regarding the effect of 
changes of temperature on the Young's Modulus, extracted from 

* For example, see paper “On Electrodynamic Qualities of Metals,” Trans, Roy, 
Soc, Feb. 1856 [Art. xci. Vol. ii. above]. 
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Wertheim's ^‘Mdmoires” on Elasticity, Ann. de Ghim. et Phys., 
tom. xii. (1884), page 443 ; but on looking into the matter just 
now, I see that the results must be very far wrong, and therefore 
I do not reproduce the table. 

An experiment made in the Cavendish Laboratory, by Messrs 
Macleod and Clarke (see Phil. Trans. Vol. 171, Part I. 1880), the 
object of which was to ascertain the change in the period of a steel 
tuning fork, due to change of temperature, enables us to calculate 
the corresponding change in the Young’s Modulus. They find that 
the period augments at the rate of 11*0 x 10"® per degree centigrade 
of elevation of temperature. Now the linear expansion of steel 
is 1*2 X 10"® per degree, and therefore the period of the steel fork 
would diminish at the rate of ‘6 x 10"® per degree if there were 
no change of the Young’s Modulus. The amount of the augmen- 
tation of period due to diminution of the Young’s Modulus must 
therefore be 11*6 x 10"®. The proportionate diminution of the 
Young’s Modulus must be twice this amount, because, for the 
same linear dimensions, the period is inversely as the square root 
of the Young’s Modulus. Wo conclude that the Young’s Modulus 
diminishes at the rate of 23*2 x 10"® per degree centigrade of 
elevation of temperature. W. T.] 

The change in the rigidity-modulus produced by change of 
temperature was investigated by F. Kohlrausch and Francis E. 
Loomis*. They found that it is expressed by the formula 
n = no(l— — where denotes the value of the rigidity- 
modulus at 0°C., n its value at temperature ty and a, /3, co- 
efficients the values of which for iron, copper, and brass arc as 
follows : — 

Table IX. — Values of Coefficients in Kohlrausch’s for- 
mula FOR CHANGE OF RlGlDlTY-MODULUS DUE TO CHANGE 

OF Temperature. 



a 

p 

Iron 

0-000447 

0-000520 

0-000428 

0-00000012 

0-00000028 

0-00000136 

Copper 

Brass 



* J^ogg. Ann. Bd. cxli. 1870, pp. 350 — 366; or Amer. Jour. Science^ Vol. l. 
1870, pp. 481—503. 
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Table X. Effect of change of Temperature on Modulus 
OF Compressibility of Water, Alcohol, and Ether*. 


Temp. 

Modulus of compressibility in million grammes 


weight per square centimetre. 

Authority. 

Cent. 




Water. 

Alcohol. 

Ether. 

0° 

20*6 

12-4 

9-6 

For water, 

1-5 

20-2 

... 

• • • 

Grassi, Ann, 

4*1 

20-7 


. • » 

de Chim,, tome 

10*8 

21-5 



xxxi. (1851). 

13*4 

21-6 



14-0 



8*07 

For ether and 

15 0 


ii-‘4 


alcohol, 

18-0 

22*4 



Amaury and 

25*0 

22-6 



Doscamp, 

34-0 

22*8 


... 

Coviptes Ren- 

43-0 

23-3 


... 

du.s', tome xvii. 

53-0 

23-5 


... 

p. 1561 (1869). 


80. Tempering soft iron by long-continued stress , — Preliminary 
experiments by Mr J. T. Bottomlcy towards the investigation 
promised in § 5 above have discovered a very remarkable property 
of soft iron wire respecting its ultimate tensile strength. Eight 
different specimens, tested by the gradual application of more and 
more weight within ton minutes of time in each case until the 
wire broke, bore from 43^ to 46 lbs. (average 45*2) just before break- 
ing, with elongations of from 17 per cent, to 22 per cent. Another 
specimen left with 43 lbs. hanging on it for 24 hours, and then 
tested by the gradual addition of weights during 25 minutes till 
it broke, bore 49ilbs. before breaking, with elongation of 15 per 
cent. Another left for 3 days 11 hours 40 minutes with 43 lbs. hang- 
ing on it, and then tested by the gradual addition of weights during 
34 minutes till it broke, bore 51^ lbs. just before breaking, with 
elongation of 14 4 per cent. Another specimen of the same wire 
was set up with 40 lbs. hanging on it on the 5th of July, 1877, on 
the 6th of July 3 lbs. were added, on the 9th l^lb. more, and on 
the 10th f lb. more, making in all on this date 45 J lbs. Thence- 
forward day by day, with occasional intervals of two days or three 
days, the weight was increased first by half a pound at a time, and 
latterly by a quarter of a pound at a time, until on the 3rd of 
September the wire broke with 57^ lbs. (elongation not recorded). 

* The modulus seems to be a minimum near the temperature of maximum 
lensity. 

T. III. 


6 
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This gradual addition of weight therefore had increased the tensile 
strength of the metal by 2G*7 per cent.! 

81. Experiments made for this article , — There are many sub- 
jects in the theory of elasticity regarding which information, to be 
obtained by experiment only, is greatly wanted. Several of these 
have been pointed out above (§ 21), and while this article was 
being put in type, experiments were made in the physical labora- 
tory of the University of Glasgow with a view of answering some 
of the questions proposed. Mr Donald M'Farlane, besides making 
the experiments referred to in §§ 3 and 21 above, investigated the 
effects of applying different amounts of pull to a steel pianoforte 
wire which had been twisted to nearly its limits of elasticity, and 
which was kept twisted by means of a couple. The results proved 
a deviation from Hooke’s law by showing a diminution of the 
torsional rigidity, of about 1*G per cent., produced by hanging a 
weight of 112 lbs. on the wire. Of this 1*2 per cent, is accounted 
for by elongation, and by shrinkage of the diameter, leaving *4 per 
cent, of diminution of the rigidity-modulus. 

It was also found that when the wire was twisted far beyond 
its limits of elasticity, and then freed from torsional stress, a weight 
hung on it caused it to untwist slightly. When the weight was 
removed and reapplied again and again, the lower end of the wire 
always turned in the same direction as the permanent twist when 
the weight was removed, and in the opposite direction when it 
was applied. This result shows the development of a3olotropic 
quality in the substance of the wire, according to which a small 
cube cut from any part of it far out from the axis, with two sides 
of the cube parallel to the length, and the other two pairs of sides 
making angles of 45° with the length, would show different com- 
pressibilities in the directions perpendicular to the last-mentioned 
pairs of sides. 

Another very interesting result, discovered in the course of 
these experiments, was that when a length of five metres of the 
steel wire, with a weight of 39 lbs. hung upon it, was twisted to 
the extent of 95 turns, it became gradually elongated to the 
extent of of the length of the wire ; when farther twisted it 
began to shorten till, when 26 turns more had been given (in all 
120 turns), the weight had risen from its lowest position through 
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nearly of the length of the wire, so that the previous elonga- 
tion had been diminished by about I of its amount. 

Experiments were also made by Mr Andrew Gray and Mr 
Thomas Gray for the purpose of determining the effects of various 
amounts of permanent twist, in altering the rigidity-modulus and 
the Young’s modulus of wires of copper, iron, and steel. A copper 
wire, of 3T5 metres length and *154 centimetre diameter, No. 17 
B.W.G., which had a rigidity-modulus of 442 million grammes per 
square centimetre to begin with, was found to have 420 after 10 
turns, showing a diminution in the modulus of of its own 
amount. The diminution went on rapidly until 100 turns of per- 
manent twist had been given, when the modulus was as low as 
385. The diminution of the modulus continued with further 
twist, but very slowly, up to 1225 turns, when the modulus was 
found to bo 371, showing a diminution to the extent of 1/6 of its 
original value I There was little farther change until 1400 turns 
had been given, when the modulus began to increase. At 1525 
turns its value was 373, and at 1625 it was 377. Twenty turns 
more broke the wire before the torsional elasticity had been again 
determined. 

A piece of iron wire of nearly the same length (about throe 
metres), but of smaller diameter ('087 centimetre), showed continued 
diminution of torsional rigidity as far as 1350 turns of permanent 
twist, when the diminution had amounted to 14 per cent, of the 
primitive value; 36 turns more broke the wire before another 
determination of torsional rigidity had been made. 

The steel pianoforte wire also showed a diminution of torsional 
rigidity with permanent twist, and (as did the copper wire) showed 
first a diminution and then a slight augmentation. The amount 
of the diminution in the steel wire was enormously greater than 
the surprisingly great amount which had been discovered in the 
copper wire, and the ultimate augmentation was considerably 
greater in the steel than what it had been in the copper before 
rupture. Thus after 473 turns of permanent twist the torsional 
modulus had diminished from 751 million grammes per square 
centimetre to 41 4 ! 95 more turns of permanent twist augmented 

the rigidity from 414 to 430, and when farther twisted the wire 
broke before another observation had been made. The vibrator 
used in these experiments was a cylinder of lead weighing 56 lbs., 

6—2 
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which was kept hanging on the wire while it was being twisted, 
and in fact during the whole of about 100 hours from the beginning 
of the experiment till the wire broke, except on two occasions for 
a few minutes, while the top fastening which had given way was 
being resoldered. The period of vibration was augmented from 
39*375 seconds to 51*9 seconds by the twist. The wire took the 
twist very irregularly, some parts not beginning to show signs of 
permanent twist till near the end of the experiment. 

In two specimens of copper wire of the same length and gauge 
as those described above, the Youngs modulus was found to be 
increased 10 per cent, by 100 turns of permanent twist. 

Five metres of the steel pianoforte wire, bearing a weight of 
39 lbs., was, in one of Mr M^Farlane’s experiments, twisted 120 
turns, and then allowed to untwist, and 38:| turns came out, 
leaving the wire in equilibrium with 81f turns of permanent twist. 
Its Young’s modulus was then found not to difler as much as 
^ per cent, from the value it had before the wire was twisted. 

MATHEMATICAL THEOKY OF ELASTICITY*. 

Part I. — On Stresses and Strains!. 

Chapter I . — Initial Definitions and Explanations, 

Dee. I. A stress is an equilibrating application of force to 
a body. 

Cor. The stress on any part of a body in equilibrium will 
thus signify the force which it experiences from the matter 
touching that part all round, whether entirely homogeneous with 
itself, or only so across a portion of its bounding surface. 

Def. 2. A strain is any definite alteration of form or dimen- 
sions experienced by a solid. 

* Tbo substance of Chaps, i. — xvi. of this part of the present article was read 
before the Royal Society on April 24, 1856, and was published in the Transactions 
for that year. Chapter xvii., containing the mathematical theory of Waves in an 
flDolotropic or isotropic elastic solid, is new. 

+ These terms were first definitively introduced into the Theory of Elasticity by 
Rankine, and have been found very valuable in writing on the subject. It will be 
seen that there is a slight deviation from Rankine’s definition of the word “ stress.” 
It is here applied to the direct action experienced by a body from the matter around 
it, and not, as proposed by him, to the elastic reaction of the body equal and opposite 
to that action. 
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Examples , — Ecpial and opposite forces acting at the two ends 
of a wire or rod of any substance constitute a stress upon it. 
A body pressed equally all round — for instance, any mass touched 
by air on all sides — experiences a stress. A stone in a building 
experiences stress if it is pressed upon by other stones, or by any 
parts of the structure, in contact with it. Any part of a continuous 
solid mass, simply resting on a fixed base, experiences stress 
from the surrounding parts in consequence of thoir weight. The 
different parts of a ship in a heavy sea experience stresses from 
which they arc exempt when the water is smooth. 

If a rod of any substance become either longer or shorter, it is 
said to experience a strain. If a body be uniformly condensed 
in all directions it experiences a strain. If a stone, a beam, or 
a mass of metal in a building, or in a piece of framework, becomes 
condensed or dilated in any direction, or bent, or twisted, or 
distorted in any way, it is said to experience a strain, to become 
strained, or often in common language, simply “to strain.'' A ship 
is said to “ strain " if in launching, or when working in a heavy 
sea, the different parts of it experience relative motions. 

Chapter 11,— Homogeneous Stresses and Homogeneous Strains, 

Def. 1. A stress is said to be homogeneous throughout a body 
when equal and similar portions of the body, with corresponding 
lines parallel, experience equal and parallel pressures or tensions 
on corresponding elements of their surfaces. 

Cor. 1. When a body is subjected to any homogeneous stress, 
the mutual tension or pressure between the parts of it on two 
sides of any plane, amounts to the same per unit of surface as 
that between the parts on the two sides of any parallel plane ; and 
the former tension or pressure is parallel to the latter. 

Def. 2. A strain is said to be homogeneous throughout a body, 
or the body is said to be homogeneously strained, when equal and 
similar portions, with corresponding lines parallel, experience equal 
and similar alterations of dimensions. 

Cor. 1 . All the particles of the body in parallel planes remain 
in parallel planes, when the body is homogeneously strained in 
any way. 

Examples , — A long uniform rod, if pulled out, or a pillar loaded 
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with a weight, will experience a uniform strain, except near its 
ends, where there will be a sensible heterogeneoiisness of the 
strain, because of the end attachments, or other circumstances 
preventing the ends from shrinking or expanding laterally to the 
same extent as the middle does. 

A piece of cloth held in a plane, and distorted so that a warp 
and woof, instead of being perpendicular to one another, become 
two sets of parallels cutting one another obliquely, experiences 
a homogeneous strain. The strain is heterogeneous as to intensity, 
from the axis to the surface of a cylindrical wire under torsion, 
and heterogeneous as to direction in different positions in a circle 
round the axis. 

Chapter III . — On the Distribution of Force in a Stress, 

Theorem. — In every homogeneous stress there is a system of 
throe rectangular planes, each of which is perpendicular to the 
direction of the mutual force between the parts of the body on its 
two sides. 

For let P (X)j P {Y)yP {Z) denote the components, parallel to 
Xy F, Zy any three rectangular lines of reference, of the force 

experienced per unit of surface at 
any portion of the solid bounded 
by a plane parallel to ( F, .2') ; Q (X), 
Q (F), Q {Z)y the corresponding 
components of the force experienced 
by any surface of the solid parallel 
to (2, X ) ; and R (X), R ( F), R (X), 
those of the force at a surface 
parallel to (X, F). Now, by con- 
sidering the equilibrium of a cube 
of the solid with faces parallel to 
the planes of reference (fig. 15), we 
see that the couple of forces Q (X) on its two faces perpendicular 
to F is balanced by the couple of forces R(Y) on the faces per- 
pendicular to X. Hence we must have 

Q(X) = P(F). 

Similarly it is seen that 

P(X)=P(X) 
and P(F) = (2(X). 
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For the sake of brevity, these pairs of equal quantities (being 
tangential forces respectively perpendicular to X, F, Z) may be 
denoted by T(Z), T(Y), T{Z), 

Consider a tetrahedral portion of the body (surrounded it may 
be with continuous solid) contained within three planes A, By G, 
through a point 0, parallel to the planes of the pairs of lines of 
reference, and a fourth plane K cutting these at angles a, / 3 , 7 
respectively; so that as regards the areas of the different sides 
we shall have 

-4 = Z cos a, B = K cos G = K cos 7. 

The forces actually experienced by the sides Ay By G have nothing 
to balance them except the force actually experienced by K, 
Hence those three forces must have a single resultant, and the 
force on K must be equal and opposite to it. If, therefore, the 
force on K per unit of surface be denoted by F and its direction 
cosines by ly m, n, we have 

F .K .l=P{X)A + T{Z)B+T[Y)Gy 
F.K.m==^T{Z)A-^q{Y)B + T{X)Cy 
F . K .n^T (Y) A ^ T {X) B ^ R{Z)Gy 

and, by the relations between the cases stated above, we deduce 
Fl=^P {X) cos a + r {Z) cos /3 + y ( F) cos 7, 

Fm = T (Z) cos a + Q (F) cos ^ + P{X) cos 7, 

Fn= T{Y) cos a + T(X) cos -f jB {Z) cos 7. 

Hence the problem of finding (a, 7), so that the force F {I, m, n) 

may be perpendicular to it, wdll be solved by substituting cos a, 
cos / 3 , cos 7 for Z, m, n in these equations. By the elimination of 
cos a, cos ^y cos 7 from the three equations thus obtained, we have 
the well-known cubic determinantal equation, of which the roots, 
necessarily real, lead, when no two of them are equal, to one and 
only one system of three rectangular axes having the stated 
property. 

Def. The three lines thus proved to exist for every possible 
homogeneous stress are called its axes. The planes of their pairs 
are called its Normal Planes; the mutual forces between parts of 
the body separated by these planes, or the forces on portions of 
the bounding surface parallel to them, are called the Principal 
Tensions. 
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Cor. 1. The Principal Tensions of the stress are the roots of 
the determinant cubic referred to in the demonstration. 

Cor. 2. If a stress be specified by the notation -P(X), &c., as 
explained above, its Normal Planes are the principal planes of the 
surface of the second degree whose equation is 

P(jr)X^+ Q{Y)Y^+IiiZ)Z^-^^T{X) YZ 

4- 2P( F) ZX+ 2 T{Z) Xr= 1, 

and its Principal Tensions are equal to the reciprocals of the 
squares of the lengths of the semi-principal axes of the same 
surface, (quantities which arc negative of course for the principal 
axis or axes which do not cut the surface, when the surface is a 
hyperboloid of one or of two sheets). 

Cor. 3. The ellipsoid whose equation, referred to the rect- 
angular axes of a stress, is 

(1 ~ 2eP)X^ + (1 - 2c(J) + (1 - ieH)Z^ = 1, 

where P, Oy H denote the principal tensions, and e any infinitely 
small quantity, represents the stress, in the following manner : — 

From any point P in the surface of the ellipsoid draw a line 
in the tangent plane, half-way towards the point where this 
plane is cut by a perpendicular to it through the centre ; and 
from the end of the first-mentioned line draw a radial line to 
moot the surface of a sphere of unit radius concentric with the 
ellipsoid. The tension at this point of the surface of a sphere of 
the solid is in the line from it to the point P ; and its amount 
per unit of surface is equal to the length of that infinitely small 
line, divided by e. 

Cor. 4. Any stress is fully specified by six quantities, viz., its 
three principal tensions (P, 11), and three angles {6, (fy, yfr) or 

three numerical quantities equivalent to the nine direction cosines 
specifying its axes. 

Chapter IV . — On the Distribution of Displacement in a Strain. 

Prop. 1. In every homogeneous strain any part of the solid 
bounded by an ellipsoid remains bounded by an ellipsoid. 

For all particles of the solid in a plane remain in a plane, and 
two parallel planes remain parallel. Consequently every system of 
conjugate diametral planes of an ellipsoid of the solid, retain the 
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property of conjugate diametral planes with reference to the 
altered curve surface containing the same particles. This altered 
surface is therefore an ellipsoid. 

Prop. 2. There is a single system (and only a single system, 
except in the cases of symmetry) of three rectangular planes for 
every homogeneous strain, which remain at right angles to one 
another in the altered solid. 

Def. 1 . These three planes are called the normal planes of 
the strain, or simply the strain-normals. Their lines of intersection 
are called the axes of the strain. The elongations of the solid per 
unit of length along these axes, or perpendicular to these planes, 
are called the Principal Elongations of the strain. 

Remark. The preceding propositions and definitions are not 
limited to infinitely small strains, but are applicable to whatever 
extent the body may bo strained. 

Prop. 3. If a body, while experiencing an infinitely small 
strain, be held with one point fixed, and the normal planes of the 
strain parallel to three fixed rectangular planes through the point 
0, a sphere of the solid of unit radius having this point for its 
centre becomes, when strained, an ellipsoid whose equation, referred 
to the strain-normals through 0, is 

(1 ^ 2ar) -h (1 ~ P + (1 - 2^)^ = 1, 

if Xj y, z denote the elongations of the solid per unit of length, in 
the directions respectively perpendicular to these three planes; 
and the position, on the surface of this ellipsoid, attained by any 
particular point of the solid, is such that if a line be drawn in the 
tangent plane, half-way to the point of intersection of this plane 
with a perpendicular from the centre, a radial line drawn through 
its extremity cuts the primitive spherical surface in the primitive 
position of that point. 

Cor. 1. For every stress, there is a certain infinitely small 
strain, and conversely, for every infinitely small strain, there is a 
certain stress, so related that if, while the strain is being acquired, 
the centre and the strain-normals through it are unmoved, the 
absolute displacements of particles belonging to a spherical surface 
of the solid represent, in intensity (according to a definite con- 
vention as to units for the representation of force by lines) and in 
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Jirection, the force (reckoned as to intensity, in amount per unit 
Df area) experienced by the enclosed sphere of the solid, at the 
different parts of its surface, when subjected to the stress. 

Cob. 2. Any strain is fully specified by six quantities, viz., its 
three principal elongations, and three angles (^, yjr), or nine 
direction cosines, equivalent to three independent quantities 
specifying its axes. 

Def. 2. A stress and an infinitely small strain related in the 
manner defined in Cor. 1 of Prop. 3 above, are said to be of the 
same type. The ellipsoid by means of which the distribution of 
force over the surface of a sphere of unit radius is represented in 
3ne case, and by means of which the displacements of particles 
from the spherical surface arc shown in the other, may be called 
Lhe geometrical type of either. 

Cor. Any stress- or strain-type is fully specified by five quan- 
tities, viz., two ratios between its principal strains or elongations 
ind three quantities specifying the angular position of its axes. 


Ohapter V. Conditions of Perfect Concurrence between Stresses 

and Strains. 

Def. 1. Two stresses are said to be coincident in direction, or 
bo be perfectly concurrent, when they only differ in absolute magni- 
tude. The same relative designations are applied to two strains 
differing from one another only in absolute magnitude. 

Cor. If two stresses or two strains differ by one being reverse 
:o the other, they may be said to be negatively coincident in 
direction, or to be directly opposed or directly contrary to one 
mother. 

Def. 2. When a homogeneous stress is such, that the normal 
component of the mutual force between the parts of the body on 
the two sides of any plane whatever through it, is proportional to 
the augmentation of distance between the same plane and another 
parallel to it and initially at unit distance, due to a certain 
strain experienced by the same body, the stress and the strain are 
said to be perfectly concurrent ; also to be coincident in direction. 
The body is said to be yielding directly to a stress applied to it, 
^vhen it is acquiring a strain thus related to the stress; and in 
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the same circumstances, the stress is said to be working directly 
on the body, or to be acting in the same direction as the strain. 

Cor. 1. Perfectly concurrent stresses and strains are of the 
same type. 

Cor. 2. If a strain is of the same type as the stress, its reverse 
will be said to be negatively of the same type, or to be directly 
opposed to the strain. A body is said to be working directly 
against a stress applied to it when it is acquiring a strain directly 
opposed to the stress ; and in the same circumstances, the matter 
round the body is said to be yielding directly to the reactive stress 
of the body upon it. 

Chapter VI . — Orthogonal Stresses and Strains. 

Def. 1. A stress is said to act right across a strain, or to act 
orthogonally to a strain, or to be orthogonal to a strain, if work is 
neither done upon nor by the body in virtue of the action of the 
stress upon it while it is acquiring the strain. 

Def. 2. Two stresses are said to be orthogonal when either 
coincides in direction with a strain orthogonal to the other. 

Def. 3. Two strains are said to be orthogonal when either 
coincides in direction with a stress orthogonal to the other. 

Examples, — (1) A uniform cubical compression, and any strain 
involving no alteration of volume, are orthogonal to one another. 

(2) A simple extension or contraction in parallel lines unac- 
companied by any transverse extension or contraction,.that is, “a 
simple longitudinal strain,” is orthogonal to any similar strain in 
lines at right angles to those parallels. 

(3) A simple longitudinal strain is orthogonal to a “simple 
tangential strain*” in which the sliding is parallel to its direction 
or at right angles to it. 

(4) Two infinitely small simple tangential strains in the same 
plane f, with their directions of sliding mutually inclined at an 
angle of 45°, are orthogonal to one another. 

* That is, a homogeneous strain in which all the particles in one plane remain 
fixed, and other particles are displaced parallel to this plane. 

t “ The plane of a simple tangential strain,” or the piano of distortion in a 
simple tangential strain, is a plane perpendicular to that of the particles supposed 
to be held fixed, and parallel to the lines of displacement of the others. 
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(5) An infinitely small simple tangential strain is orthogonal 
to every infinitely small simple tangential strain, in a plane either 
parallel to its plane of sliding or perpendicular to its line of 
sliding. 

Chapter VII. — Composition and Resolution of Stresses and 
of Strains. 

Any number of simultaneously applied homogeneous stresses 
are equivalent to a single homogeneous stress which is called their 
resultant. Any number of superimposed homogeneous strains are 
equivalent to a single homogeneous resultant strain. Infinitely 
small strains may be independently superimposed; and in what 
follows it will be uniformly understood that the strains spoken of 
are infinitely small, unless the contrary is stated. 

Examples. — (1) A strain consisting simply of elongation in one 
set of parallel lines, and a strain consisting of equal contraction 
in a direction at right angles to it, applied together, constitute a 
single strain, of the kind which that described in Example (3) of 
the preceding chapter (vi.) is when infinitely small, and is called 
a plane distortion, or a simple distortion. It is also sometimes 
called a simple tangential strain, and when so considered, its plane 
of sliding may be regarded as either of the planes bisecting the 
angles between planes normal to the lines of the component longi- 
tudinal strains. 

(2) Any two simple distortions in one plane may be reduced 
to a single simple distortion in the same plane. 

(3) Two simple distortions not in the same plane have for 
their resultant a strain which is a distortion unaccompanied by 
change of volume, and which may be called a compound distortion. 

(4) Three equal longitudinal elongations or condensations in 
three directions at right angles to one another are equivalent to 
a single dilatation or condensation equal in all directions. The 
single stress equivalent to three equal tensions or pressures in 
directions at right angles to one another is a negative or positive 
pressure equal in all directions. 

(5) If a certain stress, or infinitely small strain, be defined 
(Chapter ili. Cor. 3, or Chapter iv.) above by th^ ellipsoid 

(1 + A)Z^-h (1 + B) r + (1 + C)Z^+ D YZ^ EZX +FXY^l, 
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.oS or infinitely small strain by the ellipsoid 
. .1 ).V + (1 + B') F* + (1 + G')Z^+ n yZ+ E'ZX^ FXY^l, 

where By C, D, Ey Fy &c., are all infinitely small, their resultant 
stress or strain is that represented by the ellipsoid 

{1 + A + A^)X^-h {l + B + F)r-{-{l + G+0’)Z^+{D + D) YZ 

+ {E+ E')ZX + (F+ F')XY^ 1. 

Chapter VIIL — Specification of Strains and Stresses by their 
Components according to chosen Types, 

Prop. Six stresses or six strains of six distinct arbitrarily 
chosen types may be determined to fulfil the condition of having 
a given stress or a given strain for their resultant, provided those 
six types are so chosen that a strain belonging to any one of them 
cannot be the resultant of any strains whatever belonging to the 
others. 

For, just six independent parameters being required to express 
any stress or strain whatever, the resultant of any set of stresses 
or strains may be made identical with a given stress or strain by 
fulfilling six equations among the parameters which they involve ; 
and therefore the magnitudes of six stresses or strains belonging 
to the six arbitrarily chosen types may be determined, if their 
resultant be assumed to be identical with the given stress or 
strain. 

Cor. Any stress or strain may be numerically specified in 
terms of numbers expressing the amounts of six stresses or strains 
of six arbitrarily chosen types which have it for their resultant. 

Types arbitrarily chosen for this purpose will be called types 
of reference. The specifying elements of a stress or strain will 
be called its components according to types of reference. The 
specifying elements of a strain may also be called its co-ordinates, 
with reference to the chosen types. 

Examples. — (1) Six strains in each of which one of the six 
edges of a tetrahedron of the solid is elongated while the others 
remain unchanged, may be used as types of reference for the 
specification of any kind of strain or stress. The ellipsoid repre- 
senting any one of those six types will have its two circular 
sections parallel to the faces of the tetrahedron which do not 
contain the stretched side. 
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(2) Six strains consisting, any one of them, o. 
small alteration either of one of the three edges, or of one o. 
three angles between the faces, of a parallelepiped of the solid, 
while the other five angles and edges remain unchanged, may be 
taken as types of reference, for the specification of either stresses 
or strains. In some cases, as for instance in expressing the pro- 
bable elastic properties of a crystal of Iceland spar, it might 
possibly be convenient to use an oblique parallelepiped for such 
a system of types of reference; but more frequently it will be 
convenient to adopt a system of types related to the deformations 
of a cube of the solid. 

Chapter IX . — Orthogonal Types of Reference. 

Def. a normal system of types of reference is one in which 
the strains or stresses of the different types are all six mutually 
orthogonal (fifteen conditions). A normal system of types of 
reference may also be called an orthogonal system. The elements 
specifying, with reference to such a system, any stress or strain, 
will be called orthogonal components or orthogonal co-ordinates. 

Examples, — (1) The six types described in Example (2) of 
Chapter vill. are clearly orthogonal, if the parallelepiped referred 
to is rectangular. Three of these are simple longitudinal exten- 
sions, parallel to the three sets of rectangular edges of the paral- 
lelepiped. The remaining three are plane distortions parallel to 
the faces, their axes bisecting the angles between the edges. They 
constitute the system of types of reference uniformly used hitherto 
by writers on the theory of elasticity. 

(2) The six strains in which a spherical portion of the solid is 
changed into ellipsoids having the following equations — 

(H-A)Z*+r + Z^ = l, 

Z* + F* + (1 + C)Z* = 1, 

Z‘-*+F* + Z* + ZZF=l, 

are of the same kind as those considered in the preceding example, 
and therefore constitute a normal system of types of reference. 
The resultant of the strains specified, according to those equations, 
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by the elements A, B, 0, B, E, F, is a strain in which the sphere 
becomes an ellipsoid whose equation — see above, Chapter vii. 
Ex. (5) — is 

(1 + A)X^ + (1 + 5) + (14 G)Z^+ DYZ^EZX + FXY= 1. 

(3)^ A compression equal in all directions (I.), three simple 
distortions having their planes at right angles to one another and 
their axesi* bisecting the angles between the lines of intersection 
of these planes (IL), (III.), (IV.), any simple or compound distor- 
tion consisting of a combination of longitudinal strains parallel to 
those lines of intersections (V.), and the distortion (VI.), consti- 
tuted from the same elements which is orthogonal to the last, 
aflbrd a system of six mutually orthogonal types which will be 
used as types of reference below in expressing the elasticity of 
cubically isotropic solids. (Compare Cliapter X. Example 7 below.) 

Chapter X . — On the Measurement of Strains and Stresses. 

Def. 1. Strains of any types are said to be to one another in 
the same ratios as stresses of the same types respectively, when 
any particular plane of the solid acquires, relatively to another 
plane parallel to it, motions in virtue of those strains which are 
to one another in the same ratios as the normal components of 
the forces between the parts of the solid on the two sides of 
either plane due to the respective stresses. 

Def. 2. The magnitude of a stress and of a strain of the same 
type are quantities, which, multiplied one by the other, give the 
work done on unity of volume of a body acted on by the stress 
while acquiring the strain. 

Cor. 1. If a?, y, z, f denote orthogonal components of a 
certain strain, and if P, Q, R, 8y P, U denote components, of the 
same type respectively, of a stress applied to a body while ac- 
quiring that strain, the work done upon it per unit of its volume 
will be 

Px + + jSf + Tiy + CTf. 

* This example, as well as (7) of Chapter X., (5) of Chapter XI., and the example 
of Chapter XII., are intended to prepare for the application of the theory of 
Principal Elasticities to cubically and spherically isotropic bodies, in Part II., 
Chapter XV. 

t The **axes of a simple distortion” are the lines of its two component longi- 
tudinal strains. 
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Cor. 2. The condition that two strains or stresses specified by 
y, K) S'Hd [x^ y\ z\ r)', f'), in terms of a normal system 

of types of reference, may be orthogonal to one another is 

ojx + yy + zz' + f f ' + rji]' + '= 0. 

Cor. 3. The magnitude of the resultant of two, three, four* 
five or six mutually orthogonal strains or stresses is equal to the 
square root of the sum of their squares. For if P, Q, &c., denote 
several orthogonal stresses, and P the magnitude of their resultant; 
and X, 3 /, &c., a set of proportional strains of the same types re- 
spectively, and r the magnitude of the single equivalent strain, 
the resultant stress and strain will be of one type, and therefore 
the work done by the resultant stress will be Fr. But the amounts 
done by the several components will be Pj?, Qy, &c., and therefore 

Fr = Px + Qy + &c. 

Now we have, to express the proportionality of the stresses and 
strains, 

X y r 

Each member must be equal to 

P^ + Q^-f& c. , 

Poo + Qy + &c. ’ 

and also equal to 

Poo + Qy -f &c. 

00^ + &c. 

Hence, ^ ^ , which gives F^ = P^ + Q^ + &c., 


r a? -f y^ + &c. 


, which gives / = a?* + + &c. 


Cor. 4. A definite stress of some particular type chosen arbi- 
trarily may be called unity; and then the numerical reckoning of 
all strains and stresses becomes perfectly definite. 


Def. 3. A uniform pressure or tension in parallel lines, 
amounting in intensity to the unit of force per unit of area normal 
to it, will be called a stress of unit magnitude, and will be reckoned 
as positive when it is tension, and negative when pressure. 


Examples, — (1) Hence the magnitude of a simple longitudinal 
strain, in which lines of the body parallel to a certain direction 
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experience elongation to an extent bearing the ratio k to their 
original dimensions, must be called k, 

(2) The magnitude of the single stress equivalent to three 
simple pressures in directions at right angles to one another each 
unity is — V3 ; a uniform compression in all directions of unity 
per unit of surface is a negative stress equal to in absolute 
value. 


(3) A uniform dilatation in all directions, in which lineal 
dimensions are augmented in the ratio 1 : 1 + is a strain equal 
in magnitude to ^\/3; or a uniform ‘'cubic expansion E is a 

strain equal to . 

Y o 

(4) A stress compounded of unit pressure in one direction and 
an equal tension in a direction at right angles to it, or which is 
the same thing, a stress compounded of two balancing couples of 
unit tangential tensions in planes at angles of 45° to the direction 
of those forces, and at right angles to one another amounts in 
magnitude to V2. 

(5) A strain compounded of a simple longitudinal extension x 
and a simple longitudinal condensation of equal absolute value, 
in a direction perpendicular to it, is a strain of magnitude x ^2 ; 
or, which is the same thing (if <r = 2a;), a simple distortion such 
that the relative motion of two planes at unit distances parallel 
to either of the planes bisecting the angles between the two 
planes mentioned above is a motion a parallel to themselves, is 

a strain amounting in; magnitude to ^ . 

(6) If a strain be such that a sphere of unit radius in the 
body becomes an ellipsoid whose equation is 

(1 ~ A)Z^+ (1 - B) (1 ~ C)Z^-DYZ^ EZX-- FXY^ 1, 
the values of the component strains corresponding, as explained in 
Example (2) of Chap. ix. above, to the different coefficients 
respectively, are 

D E F 

\A, \B, iO, 

For the components corresponding to A, B, C are simple longi- 
tudinal strains, in which diameters of the sphere along the axes 
of co-ordinates become elongated from 2 to 2 + Ay 2-f-B, 2+(7 

T. III. 7 
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respectively; D is a distortion in which diameters in the plane 
FO^, bisecting the angles FO^ and Y' OZ, become respectively 
elongated and contracted from 2 to 2 -i-ID, and from 2 to 2 — 
and so for the others. Hence, if we take x,y, z, ^to denote the 
magnitudes of six component strains, according to the orthogonal 
system of types described in Examples (1) and (2) of Chap. IX. 
above, the resultant strain equivalent to them will be one in 
which a sphere of unit radius in the solid becomes an ellipsoid 
whose equation is 

(1 - 2x)X^^ (1 - 2^)F^ f (1 ~ 2^)^^- 2 FZ+ 77ZX+ ?ZF) = 1, 
and its magnitude will be 

(7) The specifications, according to the system of reference 
used in the preceding Example, of the unit strains of the six 
orthogonal types defined in Example (3) of Chap. ix. arc respec- 
tively as follows : — 



X 

y 

z 


'n 


(I-) 

1 

V 3 

1 

V 3 

1 

ys 

0 

0 

0 

(II.) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

(III.) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

(IV.) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(V.) 

1 

m 

n 

0 

0 

0 

(VI.) 

V 

m' 

r 

n 

0 

0 

0 


where Z, m, n, V, n' denote quantities fulfilling the following 
conditions : — 

r +m^ = 1 , 

I +m +n =0, 

ir+m7n!+nn = 0 , 

+ +n'“=l, 

I + =0. 

(8) If (1 ~ 2eP)X^+ (1 - 2eQ) Y^+ (1 - 2eR)Z^ 

^ 2e ^2{8YZ+ TZX+ UXY) = 1, 

be the equation of the ellipsoid representing a certain stress, the 
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amount of work done by this stress, if applied to a body while 
acquiring the strain represented by the equation in the preceding 
example (7), will be 

Px-{-Qy + Rz+S^+ 

Cor. Hence, if variables X, F, Z be transformed to any other 
set (A^', Y\ Z') fulfilling the condition of being the co-ordinates 
of the same point, referred to another system of rectangular axes, 
the coefficients a?, ?/, Zy &c., ^ , &c., in two homogeneous quad- 

ratic functions of three variables, 

(1 - 2a)) A^+ (1 - 2y) F^+ (1 - 2z) Z^^2^2 {^YZ + yZA + fXF) 
and 

(1 - 2x^)X^+ (1 - 2y,) r + 2 V2(f,FX+ y XA+fXF), 

and the corresponding coefficients x, y\ z, &c., x', y/, 2 ;/, &c., in 
these functions transformed to x\ y', z , will be so related that 

xx;+ y'yi+z'z;+ f f '+ = xx,+yy,+ w,+ 

or the function ira?^+yy^-h W/+ of the coefficients is 
an “ invariant ” for linear transformations fulfilling the conditions 
of transformation from one to another set of rectangular axes. 
Since a? + y + < 2 ^ and ^,+ y,+-s^, are clearly invariants also, it follows 
that AA^+ BB^+ CC^-{’ 2DD^+2EE^+ 2FF^ is an invariant func- 
tion of the coefficients of the two quadratics 

AX^+ BY^+ 2DYZ+ 2EZX^ 2FXY 
and A,X^+BJ^^ C^Z^+2DJZ+2E^ZX + 2F^XYy 
which it is easily proved to be by direct transformation. 

This is the simplest form of the algebraic theorem of invariance 
with which we are concerned. 

Chapter XI . — On Imperfect Concurrences of Two Stress or Strain 

Types. 

Def. 1. The concurrence of any stresses or strains of two 
stated types, is the proportion which the work done, when a body 
of unit volume experiences a stress of either type while acquiring 
a strain of the other, bears to the product of the numbers measur- 
ing the stress and strain respectively. 

Cor. 1. In orthogonal resolution of a stress or strain, its com- 
ponent of any stated type, is equal to its own amount multiplied 

7—2 
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by its concurrence with that type; or the stress or strain of a 
stated type which, along with another or others orthogonal to it, 
have a given stress or strain for their resultant, is equal to the 
amount of the given stress or strain reduced in the ratio of its 
concurrence with that stated type. 

Cor. 2. The concurrence of two coincident stresses or strains 
is unity ; or a perfect concurrence is numerically equal to unity. 

Cor. 3. The concurrence of two orthogonal stresses and strains 
is zero. 

Cor. 4. The concurrence of two directly opposite stresses or 
strains is — 1. 

Cor. 5. If a;, y, Zy f are orthogonal components of any 
strain or stress r, its concurrences with the types of reference are 
respectively 

? y f f 5 t 

r' r*’ r’ r’ r’ r* 

where 

r = + + + r + 

Cor. 6. The mutual concurrence of two stresses or strains is 
IV + rtim' + nn! + XS! + fijj! + vv\ 

if ly rriy Uy \y fly V dcnotc the concurrences of one of them with six 
orthogonal types of reference, and V, rn, n\ V, fi, v those of the 
other. 

Cor. 7. The most convenient specification of a type for strains 
or stresses, being in general a statement of the components, ac- 
cording to the types of reference, of a unit strain or stress of the 
type to be specified, becomes a statement of its concurrences with 
the types of reference when these are orthogonal. 

Examples — (1) The mutual concurrence of two simple longitu- 
dinal strains or stresses, inclined to one another at an angle 6, is 
cos*0. 

(2) The mutual concurrence of two simple distortions in the 
same plane, whose axes are inclined at an angle 6 to one another, 
is cos®^ — sin®^, or 2 sin (45® — 6) cos (45® — 6). 

Jlence the components of a simple distortion S, along two rect- 
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angular axes in its plane, and two others bisecting the angle 
between these, taken as axes of component simple distortions, are 

S (cos®0 — sin*0) and S.2sin^cos^ 
respectively, if 9 be the angle between the axis of elongation in 
the given distortion and in the first component type. 

(3) The mutual concurrence of a simple longitudinal strain and 
a simple distortion is 

v/2 . cos OL cos /8, 

if a and ^ be the angles at which the direction of the longitudinal 
strain is inclined to the lines bisecting the angles between the axes 
of the distortion ; it is also cipial to 


1 

V2 


(cos®0 — COS*^ i|r), 


if ^ and denote the angles at which the direction of the longi- 
tudinal strain is inclined to the axes of the distortion. . 

(4) The mutual concurrence of a simple longitudinal strain 


and of a uniform dilatation is - 

fsJ6 

(5) The specifying elements exhibited in Example (7) of the 
preceding Chapter (x.), are the concurrences of the new system 
of orthogonal types described in Example (3) of Chap, ix, with 
the ordinary system, as given in Examples (1) and (2), Chap. ix. 


Chapter XII . — On the Transformation of Types of Reference 
for Stresses or Strains, 

To transform the specification {x, y, t;, of a stress or 
strain with reference to one system of types, into x^, x^, x^y x^ 

with reference to another system of types. Let (a^, 6j, Cj, e^yfy 
be the components, according to the original system, of a unit 
strain of the first type of the new system ; let (a^, b^y Cg, e^y fy 
be the corresponding specification of the second type of the new 
system; and so on. Then we have, for the required formulae of 
transformation — 

^ = a^x^ 4- a^x^-\- a^x,^- a,.T^4 a^x^y 

y = + h^x^. 


f = S'.-*. + S'.*. + S'.-*. + S'A- 
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Example . — The transforming equations to pass from a specifi- 
cation (x, y, z, 7), f) in terms of the system of reference used in 
Examples (6) and (7), Chapter x., to a specification (<r, y, u, a) 
in terms of the new system described in Example (3) of Chapter 
IX., and specified in Example (7) of Chapter x., are as follows; 

1 

X = — r a- + Im + I (O, 
aJo 


^ = -7^ (T 4- 4- ino), 

V o 


z — + 11(0, 

‘n = v, ?=$■; 


where, as before stated, I, in, n, V, m, n are quantities fulfilling 
the conditions 

-\-7p =1, 

I 4-^6 -Vn = 0 , 

P-{-in^ 4 - = 1 , 

V 4- m' 4* n' =0, 

U ■\-imn mi 0. 


Part II. — On the Dynamical Kelations between Stresses 
AND Strains experienced by an Elastic Solid. 

Chapter XIII . — Interpretation of the Differential Equation 

of Energy. 

In a paper on the Thermo-elastic Properties of Matter, pub- 
lished in the first number of the Quarterly Mathematical Journal, 
April 1855, and republished in the Fhilosophical Magazine, 1877, 
second half year [Art. XLViii., Part vii., Vol. I. above], it was 
proved, from general principles in the theory of the Transformation 
of Energy, that the amount of work (w) required to reduce an 
elastic solid, kept at a constant temperature, from one stated 
condition of internal strain to another depends solely on these 
two conditions, and not at all on the cycle of varied states through 
which the body may have been made to pass in effecting the 
change, provided always there has been no failure in the elasticity 
under any of the strains it has experienced. Thus for a homo- 
geneous solid homogeneously strained, it appears that w is a 
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function of six independent variables ic, z, 77, by which the 
condition of the solid as to strain is specified. Hence to strain 
the body to the infinitely small extent expressed by the variation 
from (xy y, Zy 77, f) to {x^-dxy + z^-dzy f + 
f + df), the work recpiired to be done upon it is 


dw , (hu , ( 1 w , dw dw , dw 


The stress which must be applied to its surface to keep the body 
in equilibrium in the state (xy y, z, rj, must therefore be such 
that it would do this amount of work if the body, under its action, 
were to acquire the arbitrary strain dx, dy, dZy d^, drj, d^\ that is, 
it must be the resultant of six stresses: — one orthogonal to the five 
strains cZy, dZy d^y dr]y and of such a magnitude as to do the 

work ^ dx when the body acquires the strain dx\ a second ortho- 


gonal to dxy dZy d^y dtj y d^y and of such a magnitude as to do the 
work when the body acquires the strain dy; and so on. If 

/ !Jy h denote the res2)ectivc concurrences of these six 
stresses, with the types of reference used in the specification (a?, y, 
Zy rjy of the strains, the amounts of the six stresses which fulfil 
those conditions will (Chapter xi.) be given by the eejuations 


I dw 
a dx ’ 

.. I dw 
^^bdy^ 

^ 1 dw 

^=cdz’ 

I dw 

„y 1 d/W 

JJ. 1 dw 

^~h dr 

7 dr 

~ (J dr]’ 


and the types of these component stresses are determined by being 
orthogonal to the fives of the six strain-types, wanting the first, 
the second, &c., respectively. 


Cor. If the types of reference used in cx2)ressing the strain 
of the body constitute an orthogonal system, the types of the 
component stresses will coincide with them, and each of the con- 
currences will be unity. Hence the equations of equilibrium of 
an elastic solid referred to six orthogonal types are simply 

-p_dw f) 7 ? — ^^ 

dx^ dz^ 

^ dw rn dw JJ. dw 

^-„r 
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Chapter XIV. — Reduction of the Potential Function, and of the 
Equations of Equilibrium, of an Elastic Solid to their Simplest 
Forms, 


If the condition of the body from which the work denoted by 
w is reckoned, be that of equilibrium under no stress from with- 
out, and if x, y, z, t;, f be chosen each zero for this condition, we 
shall have, by Maclaurin’s theorem, 


w == Hfx, y, z, f 77, f) + II fx, y, z, 77, f) + &c., 

where II^, &c., denote homogeneous functions of the second 
order, third order, &c., respectively. Hence ®^ch 

be a linear function of the strain co-ordiuates, together with func- 
tions of higher orders derived from iTg, e^c. But experience shows 
(§ 37, above) that, within the elastic limits, the stresses are very 
nearly, if not quite, proportional to the strains they are capable 
of producing; and therefore iTg, &c., may be neglected, and we 
have simply 

w^IIfx, y,z, ?)• 


Now in general there will be twenty-one terms, with independent 
coefficients, in this function; but by a choice of types of reference, 
that is, by a linear transformation of the independent variables, we 
may, in an infinite variety of ways, reduce it to the form 

= ^{Ax^ + Bf + Cz^ + 4 - Grj^ + 11^ 


The equations of equilibrium then become 

Q~jy, 


F 0 

s.ji 



the simplest possible form under which they can be presented. 
The interpretation can be expressed as follows. 

Prop. An infinite number of systems of six types of strains or 
stresses, exist in any given elastic solid, such that, if a strain of 
any one of those types be impressed on the body, the elastic reaction 
is balanced by a stress orthogonal to the five others of the same 
system. 
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Chapter XV . — On the Six Principal Strains of an Elastic Solid, 

To reduce the twenty-one coefficients of the quadratic terms in 
the expression for the potential energy to six, by a linear transform- 
ation, we have only fifteen equations to satisfy ; while we have 
thirty disposable transforming coefficients, there being five inde- 
pendent elements to specify a type, and six types to be changed. 
Any further condition expressible by just fifteen independent equa- 
tions may be satisfied, and makes the transformation determinate. 
Now the condition that six strains may be mutually orthogonal is 
expressible by just as many equations as there are different pairs 
of six things, that is, fifteen. The well-known algebraic theory of 
the linear transformation of quadratic functions shows for the case 
of six variables — (1) that the six coefficients in the reduced form 
are the roots of a determinant ” of the sixth degree necessarily 
real ; (2) that this multiplicity of roots leads dcterminately to one, 
and only one, system of six types fulfilling the prescribed con- 
ditions, unless two or more of the roots are e(jual to one another, 
when there will be an infinite number of solutions and definite 
degrees of isotropy among them; (3) that there is no equality 
between any of the six roots of the determinant in general, when 
there are twenty-one independent coefficients in the given quad- 
ratic. 

Prop. 1. Hence a single system cf six mutually orthogonal 
types, may be determined for any homogeneous elastic solid, so 
that its potential energy when homogeneously strained in any 
way, is expressed by the sum of the products of the squares of 
the components of the strain, according to those types, respectively 
multiplied by six determinate coefficients. 

Def. The six strain-types thus determined are called the Six 
Principal Strain-types of the body. 

The concurrences of the stress-components used in interpreting 
the differential equation of energy, with the types of the strain- 
co-ordinates, in terms of which the potential function of elasticity 
is expressed, being perfect when these constitute an orthogonal 
system, each of the quantities denoted above by a, 6, c, f g, h, 
is unity when the six principal strain-types are chosen for the 
co-ordinates. The equations of equilibrium of an elastic solid 
may therefore be expressed as follows : — 
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P = Ao), Q = R = Cz, 

S^Fl T=Gv, 

where y, rj, f denote strains belonging to the six Principal 
Types, and P, ft P, /S', T, U the components according to the same 
types, of the stress required to hold the body in equilibrium when 
in the condition of having those strains. The amount of work 
that must be spent upon it per unit of its volume, to bring it 
to this state from an unconstrained condition, is given by the 
equation 

w; + Bf + (7/ + Pf + Grf + 

Def. The coefficients A, B, C, F, ft H are called the six Prin- 
cipal Elasticities of the body. 

The equations of equilibrium express the following proposi- 
tions : — 

Phop. 2. If a body be strained according to any one of its six 
Principal Types, the stress required to hold it so is directly con- 
current with the strain. 

Fcamples. — (1) If a solid be cubioally isotropic in its clastic 
properties, as crystals of the cubical class probably are, any portion 
of it will, when subject to a uniform positive or negative normal 
pressure all round its surface, experience a uniform condensation 
or dilatation in all directions. Hence a uniform condensation is 
one of its six principal strains. Three plane distortions with axes 
bisecting the angles between the edges of the cube of symmetry 
are clearly also principal strains, and since the three corresponding 
principal elasticities are equal to one another, any strain whatever 
compounded of these three is a principal strain. Lastly, a plane 
distortion whose axes coincide with any two edges of the cube, 
being clearly a principal distoition, and tlie piincipal elasticities 
corresponding to the three distoitions of this kind being equal to 
one another, any distortion compounded of them is also a principal 
distortion. 

Hence the system of orthogonal types treated of in Examples 
(3) Chap. IX., and (7) Chap, x., or any system in which, for (II.), 
(III.), and (IV.) of Example (7) Chap. X., any three orthogonal 
strains compounded of them are substituted, constitutes a system 
of six Principal Strains in a solid cubically isotropic. There are 
only three distinct Principal Elasticities for such a body, and these 
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are — (A) its modulus of compressibility, (B) its rigidity against 
diagonal distortion in any of its principal planes (three equal 
elasticities), and (C) its rigidity against rectangular distortions of 
a cube of symmetry (two equal elasticities). 

(2) In a perfectly isotropic solid, the rigidity against all dis- 
tortions is equal. Hence the rigidity (B) against diagonal distortion 
must be equal to the rigidity (C) against rectangular distortion, 
in a cube ; and it is easily seen that if this condition is fulfilled 
for one set of three rectangular planes for which a substance 
is isotropic, the isotropy must be complete. The conditions of 
perfect or spherical isotropy are therefore expressed in terms of 
the conditions referred to in the preceding example, with the 
farther condition B = C. 

A uniform condensation in all directions, and any system what- 
ever of five orthogonal distortions, constitute a system of six 
Principal Strains in a spherically isotropic solid. Its Principal 
Elasticities are simply its Modulus of Compressibility and its 
Rigidity. 

Prop. 3. Unless some of the six Principal Elasticities be equal 
to one another, the stress required to keep the body strained 
otherwise than according to one or other of six distinct types is 
oblique to the strain. 

Prop. 4. The stress required to maintain a given amount of 
strain is a maximum or a maximum-minimum, or a minimum, if 
it is of one of the six Principal Types. 

Cor. If A be the greatest and H the least of the six quantities 
A, By C, Fy Gy H, tlic priucipal type to which the first corresponds, 
is that of a strain requiring a greater stress to maintain it than 
any other strain of equal amount; and the principal type to which 
the last corresponds, is that of a strain which is maintained hy a 
less stress than any other strain of equal amount in the same 
body. The stresses corresponding to the four other principal 
strain-types have each the maximum -minimum property in a 
determinate way. 

Prop. 5. If a body be strained in the direction of which the 
concurrences with the principal strahi-types are I, m, Uy X, fi, Vy 
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and to an amount equal to r, the stress required to maintain it in 
this state will be equal to fir, where 

+ CV + 

and will be of a type of which the concurrences with the principal 
types arc respectively 

Al Bin On Fx Gfi Hv 

fi ’ fi ’ fi"’ TT’ n ' 

Puop. 6. A homogeneous elastic solid, crystalline or non- 
crystalline, subject to magnetic force or free from magnetic force, 
has neither right-handed, nor left-handed, nor any dipolar proper- 
ties dependent on elastic forces simply proportional to strains. 

Cor. The elastic forces concerned in the luminiferous vibra- 
tions of a solid or fluid medium possessing the right- or left- 
handed property, whether axial or rotatory, such as quartz crystal, 
or tartaric acid, or solution of sugar, either depend on the hetero- 
geneousness, or on the magnitude, of the strains experienced. 

Hence as they do not depend on the magnitude of the strain, 
they do depend on its heterogeneousness through the portion of a 
medium containing a wave. 

Cor. There cannot possibly be any characteristic of elastic 
forces simply proportional to the strains, in a homogeneous body, 
corresponding to certain peculiarities of crystalline form which 
have been observed, — for instance corresponding to the plagihcdral 
faces discovered by Sir John Herschel to indicate the optical 
character, whether right-handed or left-handed, in different 
specimens of quartz crystal, — or corresponding to the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of the crystals of the right-handed and left- 
handed tartaric acids, obtained by M. Pasteur from racemic acid, 
— or corresponding to the dipolar characteristics of form said to 
have been discovered in electric crystals. 


Chapter XVI. — Application of Conclusions to Natural Crystals. 

It is easy to demonstrate that a body, homogeneous when 
regarded on a large scale, may be constructed to have twenty-one 
arbitrarily prescribed values for the coefficients in the expression 
for its potential energy in terms of any prescribed system of strain 
co-ordinates. This proposition was first enunciated in the paper 
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on the Thermo-elastic Properties of Solids, published April 1855, 
in the Quarterly MathematicalJournal [Art. XLViil. Part Vil. Vol. i. 
above] alluded to above. We may infer the following. 

Pkop. a solid may bo constructed to have arbitrarily pre- 
scribed values for its six Principal Elasticities, and an arbitrary 
orthogonal system of six strain-types, specified by fifteen inde- 
pendent elements, for its principal strains: for instance, five 
arbitrarily chosen systems of three rectangular axes, for the 
normal axes of five of the Principal Types; those of the sixth 
consequently, in general, distinct from all the others and determi- 
nate ; and the six times two ratios between the three stresses or 
strains of each type, also determinate. The fifteen equations 
expressing (Chap. vi. above) the mutual orthogonality of the six 
types, determine the twelve ratios for the six types, and the three 
quantities specifying the axes of the sixth type in the particular 
case here suggested : or generally the fifteen equations determine 
fifteen out of the thirty quantities (viz. twelve ratios and eighteen 
angular coordinates) specifying six Principal Types. 

Cor. There is no reason for believing that natural crystals do 
not exist for which there are six unequal Principal Elasticities, 
and six distinct strain-types for which the three normal axes con- 
stitute six distinct sets of three Principal rectangular axes of 
elasticity. 

It is easy to give arbitrary illustrative examples regarding 
Principal Elasticities: also, to investigate the principal strain- 
types and the equations of elastic force referred to them or to 
other natural types, for a body possessing the kind of symmetry 
as to elastic forces that is possessed by a crystal of Iceland spar, 
or by a crystal of the “ tessera! class,” or of the included “cubical 
class.” Such illustrations and developments, though proper for a 
students' text-book of the subject, are unnecessary here. 

For applications of the Mathematical Theory of Elasticity to 
the question of the earth's rigidity and elasticity as a whole, and 
to the equilibrium of elastic solids in general, which are beyond 
the scope of the present article, the reader is referred to Thomson 
and Tait's Treatise on Natural Philosophy (Second Edition), 
§§ 740, 832 to 848, and Appendix C. 
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Chapter XVII . — Plane Waves in a Homogeneous ^olotropic 

Solid. 


A plane wave in a homogeneous clastic solid, is a motion in 
which every line of particles, in a plane parallel to one fixed plane, 
experiences simply a motion of translation — but a motion differing 
from the motions of particles in planes parallel to the same. Let 
OX, OYy OZ be three fixed rectangular axes; OX perpendicular 
to the wave front (as any of the parallel planes of moving particles 
referred to in the definition is called), and OF, OZ in the wave 
front. Let x + u, y + v, jz + w be the coordinates at time ^ of a 
particle, which, if the solid were free from strain, would be at 
(x, y, z). The definition of wave motion amounts simply to this, 
that 1 /, V, w are functions of x and t 


The strain of the solid (Chap. vii. above) is the resultant of a 
simple longitudinal strain in the direction OX, equal to dufdx, 
and two differential slips dvjdx, dtojdx, parallel to OF and OZ, 
constituting simple distortions of which the numerical magnitudes 
(Chap. X. above) are 


dv 

dx 


V2, 


•nd 

dx 


Put then 


du 

dx 


dv . dw ^ 

-f- = f 


( 1 ); 


and let TF denote the work per unit of bulk required to produce 
the strain represented by this notation. We have (Chap. xiii. 
above) 

W = I {A^ + +C^ + 2I)n^+ + 2F^v) (2), 

where A, B, G, D, E, F denote moduluses of elasticity of the solid. 
Let p, q, r denote the three components of the traction per unit 
area of the wave front. We have (Chap. xiv. above) 


p = A^ + Ff] + E^\ 

q,/^ = F^ + Bv + I>d (3). 

T = E^-\- Df) + (/(ij 

Now let f), f be taken such that 


F^ + Bt!-^ (4) 
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the determinantal cubic gives three real positive values for II, and 
with M equal to any one of these values, equations (4) determine 
the ratios ^ : rj : Hence when the solid is strained in any one 

of the three ways thus determined, we have 


T.rdii 


dx' 


r = M- 


diu 


due 


(5). 


The three components of the whole force due to the tractions on 
the sides of an infinitely small parallelepiped (Sj?, Sy, hz) of the 
solid, are clearly 

hxhyhz, “ hxhy^z, and ^ SxSySz (6); 


and therefore, if p be its densit 3 % and consequently pBxhySz its 
mass, the equations of its motion are 

d^ii __ dp d^v __ dq d^w _ dr 
^d?~dai’ P df~^’ ^dx^~dx 


These, putting for p, q, r their values by (5), become 

dSv ^rd^w 


d^a Tijrd^ii 


dj^'^ H M- d^'^ W/ W T, ^ ll W 

ne-^d^ <*)• 


And by (4) and (1) we have 

Au + {Fv + Ew) \/2 = Mu | 

Fu + (Bv + Dw) V2 = Jfv V2> (9) 

Eu + {Dv + Gw) V2 —Mws!^ I 


Let ifj, ilfg, ifg be the three roots of the determinantal cubic, 
and 6^, 6g, Cg; the corresponding values of the ratios 


determined by (9). The complete solution of (8), subject to 

(9), is 


where 


“,=/.(* + < + -f. (*- ‘ /\/^) ■ 



fii K denoting arbitrary functions. Hence we con- 

elude that there are three different wave-velocities, 
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V p ’ y p ’ y 


p 


and three different modes of waves, determined by equations (9). 


Waves in an Isotropic Solid. — If the solid be isotropic, we have 
B = C ] 

D=E=F = 0 I (11). 

m,=a,m,=m,=^b\ 

Hence, instead of three different waves with different velocities, we 
have just two, — a wave (like that of sound in air or other elastic 
fluid) in which the motions are perpendicular to the wave front, 
and the other (like the waves of light in an isotropic medium) in 
which the motions are parallel to the wave front. 

Waves in an Incompressible Solid {JSolotropic or Isotropic ), — 
If the solid be incompressible, we have A = co , and u must be zero. 

Hence W=Brf+ + (12), 

and by a determinantal quadratic, instead of cubic, we find two 
wave-velocities and two wave-modes, in each of which the motion 
is parallel to the wave front. In the case of isotropy the two 
wave velocities are equal. 

It is to be noticed that in the preceding investiga- 

tion are not generally true Principal moduluses,” but special 
moduluses corresponding to the particular plane chosen for the 
wave front. In the particular case of isotropy, however, the equal 
moduluses of (11) are principal moduluses, being each 

equal to the modulus of rigidity, but is a mixed modulus of 
compressibility and rigidity — not a principal modulus. In the 
case of incompressibility, the two moduluses found from the de- 
terminantal quadratic by the process indicated above are not 
principal moduluses generally, because the distortions by the 
differential motions of planes of particles parallel to the wave 
fj’ont, must generally give rise to tangential stresses orthogonal to 
them, which do not influence the wave motion. 
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PART II. HEAT. 

[This Paper contains the whole of the article Heat as it appeared in the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica^ excepting a Mathematical Appendix which has 
been already reprinted in this collection of my Papers as Article LXXii. 
Vol. II. (above). I have added as an Appendix five short papers bearing 
on this subject, three of them by myself and two of them by my former 
Assistant in the Physical Laboratory of the University of Glasgow, 
Mr Donald Macfarlane. W. T.] 
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Heat is a property of matter which first became known to us 
by one of six very distinct senses. 

1. Sense of Heat — The sense of touch, as commonly meant, 
has two distinct objects — force and heat. If a person stretches 
out his hand till it meets anything solid, or holds it out while 
something solid is placed upon it, he experiences a sensation of 
force. He perceives resistance to the previous motion of his hand 
in one case, in the other case the necessity of resisting to prevent 
his hand from being forced downwards; the immediate object of 
this perception in each case is force*. But there is another very 

* The sense of smoothness and roughness to which physiologists have sometimes 
given the special name “ tactile sense” is as clearly a sense of force as is what they 
call the muscular sense. The sense of roughness is a sense of force at places of 
application distributed over the skin of the finger, while in the muscular sense of 
force the place of application on a larger scale is distinguished by the position of 
the hand perceiving the force. The internal mechanism of tissue and nerves in one 
case and that of muscles in the other, through which the perception of places 
of application of force is obtained, are no doubt different, but the thing perceived is 
essentially the same — force—the complete discrimination of which involves magni- 
tude of the force, its place of application, and its direction. 

8—2 



116 


ELASTICITY AND HEAT. 


[XCII. FT. II. 


distinct sensation, that of heat or cold, which he may or may not 
perceive in either of those cases, and which he may also perceive, 
still by what is commonly called the sense of touch, in other cases 
even when no sense of force is also experienced. Thus, in the 
first case, if the solid be a fixed can of warm water, or of iced 
water, the person perceives a sense of heat or of cold ; and, sup- 
posing him to have performed the operation with his eyes shut, 
his mind is informed by the double sense of touch that his hand 
has met with a hot fixed body or a cold fixed body: in the other 
case he may perceive that a hot heavy solid, or a cold heavy solid, 
has been laid upon his hand. But if he dips his hand gently into 
a can of water, or if he holds it towards a fire, or if he exposes it 
to a gentle current of air, or waves it about through the air, he 
perceives heat or cold without any accompanying sense of force. 

The earliest scientific thoughts respecting these sensations of 
heat and cold must have led to the true conclusion that there is 
some property of external matter on which the sensations depend, 
and a little advance into the natural philosophy of the subject 
has suggested and proved that this property is also possessed by 
the living body, and that the sensation of heat or cold in the 
hand, in the instances referred to above, depends on the change 
produced in the hand in respect to this property by a change of 
circumstances which preceded the sensation. We now call heat 
the property of matter concerned in these sensations, and tem- 
perature a certain variable quality of matter varying according to 
its temporary condition in respect to heat. 

In the strictest modern scientific language (compare § 3 below) 
the word heat is used to denote something communicable from 
one body or piece of matter to another, and temperature a definite 
variable quality of matter, varying generally in any particular 
piece of matter when heat is communicated to it or taken from 
it, varying also as we shall see 8 and 9 below) in consequence 
of operations which can take place within the body itself, or 
which may be performed upon it from without, but which cannot 
be described as communication of heat to it or drawing off of 
heat from it. 

2. Latent Heat — There are exceptional cases in which tem- 
perature does not vary in a mass of matter when heat is com- 
municated to it from, or taken from it to, external matter. For 
instance, when the body is ice at the melting point, heat com- 
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inunicated to it does not raise its temperature; or if the body be 
water at the freezing point with ever so small a piece of ice in it, 
heat taken from it does not cause its temperature to fall; or if 
the whole mass considered be ice and water well mixed, heat may 
be either communicated to it or taken from it without altering 
its temperature; or if the body be water at the boiling point in 
the open air, heat very slowly communicated to it in however 
great quantities does not raise its temperature sensibly, But causes 
it to disappear by evaporation from its surface; or 
if the body be steam in a cylinder with a little 
water in the bottom and with a frictionless piston 
above it for roof (fig. 1), under atmospheric 
pressure, heat taken from it very slowly does not 
cool it until the whole steam has become con- 
densed into water, and heat communicated to it 
very slowly does not warm it until the whole 
water has become evaporated into steam ; or if 
the body be ice (or frozen water), in place of the 
liquid water of the last case, and if the pressure 
on the upper side of the piston, instead of atmo- 
spheric pressure of about 1033 grammes per square 
centimetre (14 7 lb. per square inch), be anything 
less than ^\jth of a gramme per square centimetre, 
the same statement will still apply with ‘4ce’' 
substituted for water. Black^s celebrated doctrine of latent heat 
is merely the declaration of a class of phenomena of which the 
preceding illustrations sufficiently indicate the character. Modern 
mysticism has been much exercised in respect to the terms sensible 
heat and latent heat, whether in decrying them, or in continuing 
to use them, but with aggravating haziness instead of the clear 
wrongness of the old doctrine. It has become of late years some- 
what the fashion to decry the designation of latent heat, because 
it had been very often stated in language involving the assumption 
of the materiality of heat*. Now that we know heat to be a 

* A hundred years ago those deeper philosophers who in their judgment antici- 
pated, or tended to anticipate, what we now know to be the true theory of the nature 
of heat, had indeed good grounds to be jealous of even the phrase latent heat. 
Maxwell says— “ It is worthy of remark that Cavendish, though one of the greatest 
chemical discoverers of his time, would not accept the phrase latent heat. He 
prefers to speak of the generation of heat when steam is condensed, a phrase incon- 
sistent with the notion that heat is matter, and objects to Black’s term as relating 
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mode of motion, and not a material substance, the old ‘‘impressive, 
clear, and wrong” statements regarding latent heat, evolution and 
absorption of heat by compression, specific heats of bodies and 
quantities of heat possessed by them, are summarily discarded. 
But they have not yet been generally enough followed by equally 
clear and concise statements of what we now know to be the 
truth. A combination of impressions surviving from the old 
erroneous notions regarding the nature of heat, with imperfectly 
developed apprehension of the new theory, has somewhat liberally 
perplexed the modern student of thermodynamics with questions 
unanswerable by theory or experiment, and propositions which 
escape the merit of being false by having no assignable meaning. 
There is no occasion to give up either “ sensible heat ” or “ latent 
heat”; and there is a positive need to retain the term latent heat, 
because if it were given up a term would be needed to replace it, 
and it seems impossible to invent a better. Heat given to a 
substance and warming it, is said to be sensible in the substance. 
Heat given to a substance and not warming it, is said to become 
latent. These designations express with perfect clearness the 
relation of certain material phenomena to our sensory perception 
of them. Thus when heat given to a quantity of water warms 
it, the heat becomes sensible to a hand held in the water. When 
a basin of warm water and a basin of water and ice are placed 
side by side, a hand dipped first in one and then in the other 
perceives the heat. If now the warm water be poured into the 
basin of ice and water, and stirred for a few seconds of time 
(unless there is enough of warm water to melt all the ice), the 
hand perceives no warmth; on the contrary, it perceives that the 
temperature is the same as it was in the basin of ice and water 
at the beginning. Thus the heat which was sensible in the basin 
of warm water has ceased to be sensible in the water that was in 

* to an hypothesis depending on the supposition that the heat of bodies is owing to 
their containing more or less of a substance called the matter of heat; and, as 
I think Sir Isaac Newton^s opinion that heat consists in the internal motion of the 
particles of bodies much the most probable, I chose to use the expression heat u 
generated' {PhiL Transit 1783, quoted by Forbes). We shall not now be in danger 
of any error if we use latent heat as an expression meaning neither more nor less 
than this : — 

Definition. — Latent heat is the quantity of heat which must he communicated to 
a body in a given state in order to convert it into another state without changing its 
temperature." — Maxwell’s Theory of Heat t pp, 72, 73. 
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that basin, and has not become sensible in the other. It is there- 
fore well said to have become latent. 

Calorimetry. 

3. CaloHmetry hy Latent Heat , — The doctrine of latent heat 
leads us very smoothly to a most important measurement in 
thermal science, the measui'ement of quantities of this wonderful 
property of matter which we call heat; and this without our 
knowing anything of what the nature of heat is, — whether it be 
a subtle elastic fluid, or a state of motion, or possibly some 
modification of matter related to action of force. Without, in 
the first place, admitting into our minds any definite idea as to 
the nature of heat, we may agree to measure quantities of heat 
by quantities of ice melted into water without change of tem- 
perature. Thus if a kilogramme of ice is melted by a large 
quantity of water at a lukewarm temperature, or by a compara- 
tively small quantity of very hot water, the same quantity of 
heat has certainly gone from the warm water to the ice in each 
case, supposing that the result in each case is the ice and warm 
water left all in a state of ice-cold water. The measurement of 
quantities of heat, whether thus by the melting of ice, or by any 
other means, received the name of '‘Calorimetry,'' when the essence 
of heat was supposed to be a fluid, and this fluid called caloric. 
The name calorimetry is still by general consent retained to 
designate measurement of quantities of heat, as distinguished from 
thermometry, or the measurement of temperature (§§ 10-07 below). 
As long as the truth or falsity of the materialistic hypothesis 
seemed an open question, the word “ Caloric " was held to imply 
the materiality of heat. Thus Davy, after discussing some of the 
fundamental dogmas of the “ Calorists,’' as he called them, and 
describing his own experiments, which proved beyond all doubt 
the falsity of their fundamental hypothesis that heat is matter, 
varied the statement of his conclusion by saying, “ or caloric does 
not exist.” While accepting Davy’s conclusion, however, we need 
not accept this way of stating it; and as most of our best modern 
writers still use the word calorimetry, and as French writers have, 
in comparatively recent times, introduced the word “ calorie ” to 
designate a unit quantity of heat, it is decidedly convenient still 
to retain the name caloric to denote definitely the measureable 
essence of heat. This is convenient scientifically as tending to 
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give precision to language and ideas respecting the two classes of 
measurement, calorimetry and thermometry; and it has the ad- 
vantage of leaving the more popular word heat available for that 
somewhat lax general usage, from which we cannot altogether 
displace it ; in which it may sometimes mean high temperature, 
as when we speak of great heat, or summer heat, or blood heat ; 
sometimes a measureable quantity of heat, as in the term latent 
heat ; and sometimes a branch of study or science dealing with 
the transference of heat by conduction and radiation, as in the 
title of Fourier s great work Theorie analytique de la Chaleur; or 
the whole province of science concerned with heat, including 
calorimetry and thermometry, and conduction and radiation of 
heat, and generation of heat, and dynamical relations of heat, as 
in English titles of separate books such as Dixon’s, Balfour 
Stewart’s, and Maxwell’s, or of chapters or divisions of larger 
treatises, such as even the present article. 

4. Calorimetry by Melting of Ice , — Calorimetry was first 
practised by means of the melting of ice as explained above, and 
the first thermal unit, or unit quantity of heat, or “ Calorie,” 
although not then called calorie, was the quantity of heat required 
to melt unit weight of ice. This, for example, is the unit on 
which Fourier founds his reckoning illustratively when he explains 
the fundamental principles of his theory of the conduction of heat. 
Ice seems to have been first used for calorimetry by Wilcke, a 
Swede. For the systematic application of this method for the 
measurement of quantities of heat in various physical inquiries 
Laplace and Lavoisier constructed an instrument, the first to 
which the name of calorimeter was applied, and described it in 
the memoirs of the French Academy of Sciences for 1780*. 
Though in the hands of Laplace and Lavoisier it gave good 
results, it had a great inconvenience, which with less careful and 
less scientific experimenters might lead to great inaccuracies, on 
account of the water adhering by capillary attraction to the 
broken ice, instead of draining away from it completely and show- 
ing exactly how much ice had been melted. To avoid this evil 
Sir John Herschel suggested that, instead of draining away the 
water from the ice, the water and ice should all be kept together, and 
the whole bulk measured. The diminution of bulk of the whole 

* The instrument itself is preserved in the Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers in 
Paris. It is described and explained in Maxwell’s Theory oflleaty chap. 3. 
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thus gives an accurate measurement of the quantity of ice melted, 
because ice melting into water comes to occupy just 91*G75 per 
cent, of its original volume. This suggestion is admirably carried 
out by Bunsen* in his ice-calorimeter, an instrument possessing Bunsen’s 
also other novel features of remarkable beauty and scientific 
interest. It is particularly valuable for the measurement of small meter, 
(juantities of heat. Its inventor, for example, by means of it 
succeeded in making satisfactory determinations of the specific 
heats of some of those rarer metals, such as Indium, of which only 
a few grammes have been obtained. 

0 . Calmmetry by the Evaporation of ^Yater , — By another 
application of Black s doctrine of latent heat, the evaporation of 
water may bo used for calorimetry with great advantage in many 
scientific investigations. It is used generally in engineering prac- 
tice, paiticularly for testing the heating power of different quali- 
ties of coal and the economy of various forms of furnaces. The 
thermal unit, which presents itself naturally in this system, is the 
quantity of heat required to evaporate unit weight of water when 
the pressure of the atmosphere as measured by the barometer is 
of some conventional standard amount, such as that called one 
atmosphere, or one atmo, being that for which the barometer, with 
its mercury column at zero centigrade (or the temperature at 
which ice melts), stands at 76 centimetres in the latitude of Paris, 

48° 50' t, or at 

(1 + *00531 sinHf 50') 

1 + -00531 sin'^ I 

in any latitude 1. This thermal unit is, according to Regnault’s 
observations, equal to 0*8 times the ice-calorimetric unit. 

0. Thermoinetnc Calorimetry . — The most prevalent mode of 
calorimetry in scientific investigation has been hitherto, however, 

* Pogg. Ann.i Sejit. 1870, and Phil. Mag., 1871 ; Maxwell’s Theory of Heat, 
p. 61. 

t This is chosen because all the most accurate experimental determinations 
depending on a conventional standard for atmospheric pressure, such as measure- 
ment} of thermal expansions and specific heats of gases, of latent heat of melting 
solids in terms of a calorimetric unit depending on the centigrade thennometric 
scale, of latent heats of vapours, and thermal expansions of mercury and glass, and 
comparisons of mercury and air thermometers, are those of Regnault, and were 
made in Paris and calculated and given to the world according to an arbitrary 
standard atmosphere corresponding to 76 centimetres of mercury there. 
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neither that by the melting of ice, nor that by evaporation of water, 
nor indeed by any mode founded on the doctrine of latent heat at 
all. It has been founded on the elevation of temperature produced 
in water by the communication to it of the heat to be measured; 
and, for the sake of distinction from calorimetry by latent heat or 
otherwise, it may be called thermometric calorimetry. We can 
only consider it now in anticipation, as we have not yet reached 
the foundation of any thermometric scale ; but even now we can 
see that, if in any way we fix upon any two particular deter- 
minate temperatures, the quantity of water warmed from the 
lower to the higher of them by the heat to be measured is a 
perfectly definite measure for the quantity of this heat. The two 
temperatures chosen for thermometric calorimetry are those marked 
0° and 100° on the centigrade scale. The first of these we can 
understand at present, being the temperature at which ice melts 
under ordinary atmospheric pressure. The second is fully de- 
fined in §§ 35, 37, 51, 67 below. The quantity of heat required to 
raise unit mass of water (1 kilogramme, or 1 gramme, or 1 milli- 
gramme, or 1 lb., as the case may be) from zero to 1° C. is called 
the thermal unit centigrade, and sometimes, especially by French 
writers, the ‘'calorie.*’ 

7. CompaHson of Calorimetric Units. — Observations by 
Prevostaye and Desians, and by Kegnault, on the latent heat of 
fusion of ice, show it to be 79*25 thermal units centigrade, a 
result differing but little from Black’s original determination, 
which made it 142 thermal units Fahr., — this being equal to 78*9 
thermal units centigrade. Thus if one kilogramme of ice be put 
into 79i kilogrammes of water at 1° C., and left till the whole is 
melted (the process may be accelerated by not too violent 
stirring, § 9 below), the result will be 80J kilogrammes of water 
at 0° C. 

Regnault’s experiments on the latent heat of steam show that 
the quantity of heat required to convert into steam unit mass of 
water at the boiling temperature, under standard atmospheric 
pressure (§ 6 above), is 536*5 thermal units centigrade. This 
number, which is no doubt very accurate, differs but little from 
Watt’s final result, 960 thermal units Fahr. (equal to 533*3 thermal 
units centigrade), obtained by him, in a repetition in 1781 of 
experiments which he had commenced in 1765 at the invitation of 
Black, whose pupil he was. 
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8. Dynamical Calorimetry. — Preliminary regarding the Na- 
ture of Heat — From the dawn of science till the close of the eigh- 
teenth century two rival hypotheses had been entertained regarding 
the nature of heat, each with more or less of plausibility, but nei- 
ther on any sure experimental basis : — one that heat consisted of 
a subtle elastic fluid permeating through the pores or interstices 
among the particles of matter, like water in a sponge ; the other 
that it was an intestine commotion among the particles or mole- 
cules of matter. In the year 1799 Davy, in his first published 
work entitled An Essay on Heat, Light, and Combinations of 
Light*, conclusively overthrew the former of these hypotheses, 
and gave good reason for accepting as true the latter, by his 
celebrated experiment of converting ice into water by rubbing two 
pieces of ice together, without communicating any heat from sur- 
rounding matter. A few years earlier Rumford had been led to 
the same conclusion, and had given very convincing evidence of it 
in his observation of the great amount of heat produced in the 
process of boring cannon in the military arsenal at Munich, and 
the experimental investigation on the excitation of heat by 
friction f with which he followed up that observation. He had 
not, however, given a perfect logical demonstration of his con- 
clusion, nor even quite a eomplete experimental basis on which it 
could be established with absolute certainty. According to the 
materialistic doctrine it would have been held that the heat 
excited by the friction was not genei'ated^, but was produced, 
squeezed out, or let flow out like honey from a broken honeycomb, 
from those parts of the solid which were cut or broken into small 
fragments, or rubbed to powder in the frictional process. If this 
were true, the very small fragments or powder would contain 
much less heat in them than an equal mass of continuous solid of 
the same substance as theirs. But unhappily the caloristic doc- 
trine, besides its fundamental hypothesis, which we now know to 
be wrong, had given an absurd and illogical test for quantity of 

* Published in 1799 in Contrihutiom to Physical and Medical Knoxoledge, princi- 
pally from the West of England, collected by Thomas Beddoes, M.D., and republished 
in Dr Davy’s edition of his brother’s collected works, vol. ii., London, 1836. 

t “ An Enquiry concerning the Source of Heat which is excited by Friction ” 
(PUL Trails., abridged, vol. xviii. p. 286; see also vol. i. of “ The Complete Works 
of Count Rumford” published by The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
Boston, 1870). 

X Compare quotation from Cavendish, footnote, § 2 above. 
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heat in a body, of which a not altogether innocuous influence still 
survives in our modern name “specific heat;” and Rumford actually, 
in trying to disprove the materialistic doctrine, was baffled by this 
sophism. That is to say, he measured the specific heat or “capacity 
for heat” of the powder, and he found that the powder took as 
much heat to warm it to a certain degree as did an equal mass of 
the continuous solid, and from this he concluded that the powder 
did not contain less heat than the continuous solid at the same 
temperature. This conclusion is so obviously unwarranted by 
the premises that it is difficult to imagine how Rumford could 
have for a moment put forward the “ capacity for heat ” ex- 
periment as proving it, or could have rested in the conclusion 
without a real proof, or at least the suggestion of a real proof. 
All that Rumford's argument proved was that the fundamental 
hypothesis of the “ calorists,” and their other altogether gratuitous 
doctrine of equality of “ specific heat ” as a test for equality of 
whole quantities of heat in matter, could not be both true ; and 
any one not inclined to give up the materialistic hypothesis 
might have cheerfully abandoned the minor doctrine, and re- 
mained unmoved by Rumford s argument. If Rumford had but 
melted a quantity of the powder (or dissolved it in an acid), and 
compared the heat which it took with that taken by an equal 
weight of the continuous solid, he would have had no difficulty 
in proving that the enormous quantity of heat which he had 
found to be excited by the friction had not been squeezed, or 
rubbed, or pounded, out of the solid matter, but was really brought 
into existence, and therefore could not be a material substance. 
He might even, without experiment, have pointed out that, if the 
materialistic doctrine were true, it would follow that sufficiently 
long-continued pounding of any solid substance by pestle and 
mortar, whether by hand or by aid of machinery, would convert it 
into a marvellous powder possessing one or other of two properties 
about equally marvellous. Either the smallest quantity of it 
thrown* into an acid would constitute a freezing mixture of un- 
limited intensity, — the longer it had been pounded, the more 
intense would be its frigorific effect on being dissolved, — or the 
powder would be incapable of being warmed by friction, because it 
had already parted with all the heat which friction could rub out 
of it. The real effect of Rumford’s argument seems to have been 
to salve the intellectual consciences of those who were not in- 
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dined to give up the materialistic doctrine, and to save them from 
the trouble of reading through Rumford’s paper and thinking for 
themselves, by which they would have seen that his philosophy 
was better than his logic, and would inevitably have been forced to 
agree with him in his conclusion. It is remarkable that Davy’s 
logic, too, was at fault, and on just the same point as Rumford’s, 
but with even more transparently logical fallaciousness, because 
his argument is put in a more definitely logical form. 

Let heat be considered as matter, and let it be granted that 
the temperature of bodies cannot be increased unless their capa- 
cities are diminished from some cause, or heat added to them from 
some bodies in contact”!! 

« 9I& ^ ^ « 

Experiment TL — I procured two parallelepipedons of ice*, of 
the temperature of 29"^, 0 inches long, 2 wide, and 2/3 of an inch 
thick; they were fastened by wires to two bars of iron. By a 
peculiar mechanism their surfaces were placed in contact and kept 
in a continued and violent friction for some minutes. They were 
almost entirely converted into water, which water was collected 
and its temperature ascertained to be 35"* after remaining in an 
atmosphere of a lower temperature for some minutes. The fusion 
took place only at the plane of contact of the two pieces of ice, 
and no bodies were in friction but ice. From this experiment it 
is evident that ice by friction is converted into water, and, accord- 
ing to the supposition, its capacity is diminished ; but it is a well- 
known fact that the capacity of water for heat is much greater 
than that of ice, and ice must have an absolute quantity of heat 
added to it before it can be converted into water. Friction con- 
sequently does not diminish the capacities of bodies for heat.” — 
Davy’s Essay on Heat, Light, and, Combinations of Light, pp. 10 — 12. 

[Delete from and, according to the supposition,” to greater 
than that of ice ” inclusive ; and delete the lame and impotent 
conclusion stated in the last eleven words. The residue constitutes 
an unanswerable demonstration of Davy’s negative proposition that 
heat is not matter.] 

9. Joule's Dynamical Equivalent of Heat. — It is remarkable 
that, while Davy’s experiment alone sufficed to overthrow the 

* “ The result of the experiment is the same if wax, tallow, resin, or any sub- 
stance fusible at a low temperature be used ; even iron may be fused by collision, 
as is evident by the first experiment.” 
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hypothesis that heat is matter, and Rumford’s, with the addition 
of just a little consideration of its relations to possibilities or proba- 
bilities of inevitable alternatives, in effect did the same, fifty years 
passed before the scientific world became converted to their con- 
clusion, — a remarkable instance of the tremendous efficiency of bad 
logic in confounding public opinion and obstructing true philosophic 
thought. Joule’s great experiments from 1840 to 1849*, creating 
new provinces of science in the thermodynamics of electricity, and 
magnetism, and electro-chemistry, recalled attention to Davy’s 
and Rumford’s doctrine regarding the nature of heat, and supplied 
several fresh proofs, each like Davy’s absolutely in itself complete 
and cogent, that heat is not a material substance, and each ad- 
vancing with exact dynamical measurement on the way pointed 
out by Rumford in his measurement of the quantity of heat 
generated in a certain time by the action of two horses not urged 
to overwork themselves. The full conversion of the scientific 
world to the kinetic theory of heat took place about the middle of 
this century, and was no doubt an immediate consequence of 
Joule’s work, although Rumford’s and Davy’s demonstrative experi- 
ments, and the ingenious and penetrating speculations of Mohr, 
and S^guin, and Mayer, and the experimental thermodynamic 
measurements of Golding, all no doubt contributed to the result. 

* List of titles of, and references to, papers by Dr James Prescott Joule, F.E. S.: — 

“Description of an Electromagnetic Engine,” Sturgeon Ann, Electr. ii. 1838, pp. 
122 — 123. “On the Production of Heat by Voltaic Electricity,” Boij. Soc, Proc.^ 
iv., 1840, pp. 280 — 282. “On the Heat evolved by Metallic Conductors of Elec- 
tricity, and in the Cells of a Battery during Electrolysis,” Phil, Mag, xix., 1841, 
pp. 260—277. “ On the Electric Origin of the Heat of Combustion,” Brit, Assoc, 
Jteportf 1842 (Pt. 2), p. 31. “On the Electrical Origin of Chemical Heat,” Phil, 
Mag,f xxii., 1843, pp. 204 — 208. “On the Calorific Effects of Magneto-electricity, 
and on the Mechanical Value of Heat,” Phil, Mag,, xxiii., 1843, pp. 263—276, 
347—355, 435 — 443. “On the Changes of Temperature produced by the Karefaction 
and Condensation of Air,” Roy, Soc, Proc,, v., 1844, pp. 517—518. “On the 
Mechanical Equivalent of Heat,” Brit, Assoc, Report, 1845 (Pt. 2), p. 31. “On the 
Existence of an Equivalent Delation between Heat and the ordinary forms of 
Mechanical Power,” Phil, Mag,, xxvii., 1845, pp. 205—207. “ On the Heat evolved 
during the Electrolysis of Water (1843),” Manchester Phil, Soc, Mem., vii., 1846, 
pp. 87 — 113. “On a new Theory of Heat,” Manchester Phil, Soc, Mem., vii., 1846, 
pp. Ill — 112. “ On the Theoretical Velocity of Sound,” Phil. Mag,, xxxi., 1847, pp. 
114—115. “ On the Mechanical Equivalent of Heat as determined by the Friction 
of Fluids,” Phil, Mag., xxxi., 1847, pp. 173 — 176. “ On the Mechanical Equivalent 
of Heat, and on the Constitution of Elastic Fluids,” Brit. Assoc. Report, 1848 (Pt. 2), 
pp. 21 — 22. “On Shooting Stars,” Phil, Mag,, xxxii., 1848, pp. 349—351. [See 
Joule’s collected papers, vol. i. (Physical Society of London), 1844.] 
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Each of the several subjects of thermodynamic measurement 
undertaken by Joule gave him a means of estimating the quan- 
tity of work required to generate a certain quantity of heat ; but 
after several years of trials he was led to prefer to all others the 
direct method of simply stirring a quantity of water by a paddle, 
and measuring the quantity of heat produced by a measured 
quantity of work ; and this method he has accordingly used in all 
his experiments for the purpose of determining the ''dynamical 
equivalent of heat ” from the year 1845 to the present time. By 
this he found his final result of 1849*, which was 772 Manchester 
foot-pounds for the quantity of work required to warm by 1° Fahr., at 
any temperature between 55'' and 61*' Fahr., 1 lb. of water weighed 
in vacuum. In 1870 he commenced work for a fresh determination 
of the dynamical equivalent of heat at the request of the British 
Association, and the result was communicated to the Royal Society f 
about the end of 1877, with the following preface : — 

"The committee of the British Association on standards of 
electrical resistance having judged it desirable that a fresh deter- 
mination of the mechanical equivalent of heat should be made by 
observing the thermal effects due to the transmission of electrical 
currents through resistances measured by the unit they had issued, 
I undertook experiments with that view, resulting in a larger 
figure (782*5, Brit Assoc. Report, Dundee, 1867, p. 522) than that 
which I had obtained by the friction of fluids (772*6, Phil. Trans. 
1850, p. 82). 

"The only way to account for this discrepancy was to admit 
the existence of error either in my thermal experiments or in the 
unit of resistance. A committee, consisting of Sir William Thomson, 
Professor P. G. Tait, Professor Clerk Maxwell, Professor B. Stewart, 
and myself, were appointed at the meeting of the British Associa- 
tion in 1870; and with the funds thus placed at my disposal I 
was charged with the present investigation, for the purpose of 
giving greater accuracy to the results of the direct method.'* 

The result of this final investigation of Joule s is 772*43 Man- 
chester foot-pounds for the quantity of heat required to warm 
from 60® to 61° Fahr. a pound of water weighed in vacuum, 

* Joule “ On the Mechanical Equivalent of Heat,’* Philosophical Tramactions of 
Royal Society for 1850. 

+ “ New Determination of the Mechanical Equivalent of Heat,” by James Pres- 
cott Joule, Phil. Trans, of Royal Society for 1878, pp. 365 — 383. 
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which is about ^^^h per cent, greater than the result of 1849 ex- 
pressed in the same terms. According to Kegnault's measure- 
ments* of the thermal capacity of water at different temperatures 
from O'" to 230‘'C., it must be about *08 per cent, greater at 60° Fahr. 
than at 32®. According to this, Joule’s thermodynamic result 
would be 771*81 Manchester foot-pounds, for the work required 
to warm a pound of water from 32° to 33° Fahr., or 1389*26 to 
warm a pound of water from 0° to 1°C. Eeducing 1389*26 feet 
to metres, we have 423*437 metres. At Paris the force of gravity 
is about yJij per cent, less than in Manchester. Hence for about 
the middle of France and the southern latitudes of Germany, 
Joule s result, according to the ordinary reckoning of French and 
German engineers, may be stated as 423*5 kilogramme- metres 
for the amount of work required to warm 1 kilogramme of water 
from 0° to 1°C. The force of gravity at Manchester is 981*34 
dynes (centimetres per second per second). Multiplying 423*437 
by this, we find accordingly 41,553,000 centimetre -dynes, or “ergs,” 
for the amount of work in C.G.S. measure required to warm 
1 gramme of water from 0° to 1° C. 

Thermometry. 

10. Preliminarij for Thermometry, — Sense of Heat {resumed 
fi'om § 1 above ), — The sense of heat and cold is not simply de- 
pendent on the temperature of the body touched. If a person 
takes a piece of iron, or a stone, or a piece of wood, or a ball of 
worsted, or a quantity of finely carded cotton-wool, or of eider 
down, in his hand, or touches an iron column, or a stone wall, or 
a wooden beam, or a mass of wool or of down, he will perceive 
the iron cold, the stone cold, but less cold than the iron, the 
wood but slightly cold — much less cold than the stone, the wool 
or down decidedly warm. 

We now know that if all the bodies before being touched 
were near one another in similar exposure, they must have been 
at the same temperature, and from the iron and stone being felt 
cold we know that this mean temperature is lower than the 
temperature of the hand. Each of the bodies touched must at the 
first instant have taken some heat from the hand, and therefore, 
if the perception were quick enough, all at the very instant of being 
touched would have seemed cold to the sense. The iron by its 
* Jlelation des Experiences, vol. i. p. 748, Paris, 1847. 
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high thermal conductivity (§§ 76, 78, 80 below) keeps drawing off 
heat from the hand and lowering its temperature, till after many 
seconds of time an approximately permanent temperature is 
reached, which may be considerably lower than the temperature of 
the hand before contact, but somewhat higher than the previous 
temperature of the iron, because of the internal furnace generating 
heat in the hand. A similar result, but in less time and with less 
ultimate lowering of temperature of the hand, takes place when 
stone is touched. When wood is touched its comparatively small 
conductivity (§76 below) allows its surface to be warmed again 
after the first few seconds, sometimes to a higher temperature 
than that of the hand before contact; and thus, if the sensation 
could be perfectly remembered, it would be perceived that the wood 
was first felt to be cold, and afterwards to be warm. This latter 
warmth is rendered very perceptible by first holding the hand in 
contact with a piece of wood, as for instance a mahogany table, 
for a considerable time, half a minute or more, and then suddenly 
removing it; a sense of cold is immediately perceived in conse- 
quence of the exposure of the hand to the air. The foot is 
similarly sensitive. If, after holding a bare foot for some time in 
the air, it be placed on a varnished wooden floor, the floor is 
perceived to be cold, and if, after standing some time with it 
pressed to the floor, the foot be suddenly lifted, the air now seems 
cold by contrast. If a person walks with bare feet on a wooden 
floor, a continued sense of cold is experienced; and if, immediately 
after doing so, he sits down, and holds his feet in the air, the air 
seems to be warm by contrast. The same sensations are perceived 
even on a carpeted floor, but much less markedly than on a 
plain wooden floor, and much less markedly on a plain wooden 
floor than on a varnished wooden floor, and much less markedly 
on a varnished wooden floor than on a stone floor. In the case of 
touching soft wool, or finely carded cotton-wool, or eider down, the 
first instantaneous sensation of cold is scarcely if at all perceived, 
and that which first provokes consciousness is the subsequent 
heating ; and it is very startling to find a body which we know 
to be ice-cold on a frosty day feeling positively warm to the first 
consciously perceptible sensation after it is touched. In this case 
the small thermal conductivity or great thermal resistance of the 
substance is such that heat is carried off by it from the hand 
slower than it was carried off by radiation and aerial convection 
T. III. 9 
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(§§70,71 below) before contact; and thus, after the first momentary 
cooling of the hand by the initial cataract of heat from it to the 
cold body touched, in a small fraction of a second of time a higher 
temperature is attained by the hand than it had before contact, 

11. Seme of Temperature , — The sense of heat is in reality 
a somewhat delicate thermal test when properly used. Even an 
unskilled hand alternately dipped into two basins of water will, 
as we have found by experiment, detect a difference of tem- 
perature of less than a quarter of a degree centigrade; and there 
can be no doubt that bath and hospital attendants, and persons 
occupied with hot liquors in various manufactures, such as dyeing, 
can detect much smaller differences of temperature than that, 
and, what is still more remarkable, can remember permanently 
sensations of absolute temperature sufficiently to tell within less 
than a degree centigrade that the temperature of a bath, or a 
poultice, or dyeing liquor is “ blood heat,” or “ fever heat,” or some 
other definite temperature to which they have been accustomed. 

12. Thermometry by Sense of Heat — with arbitrary Centi- 
grade Scale deduced from Mixtures of Hot and Gold Water . — 
Without knowing anything of the nature of heat we might found 
a complete system of thermometry on the mixing of hot and cold 
water with no other thermoscope (§13 below) than our sense of 
heat, if we had but two definite constant temperatures of refer- 
ence. These in practical thermometry are supplied by the melting- 
point of ice and the temperature of steam from water boiling in 
air at a definite pressure (the “atmo” or standard atmosphere, 
§ 5 above). Thus, suppose perfectly abundant supplies of iced 
water and of water at the boiling temperature to be available, 
and suppose it to be desired to measure the temperature of a 
river, or lake, or sea. Take measured quantities of the boiling 
and of the ice-cold water, and mix them by trial until, tested by 
the hand, the mixture is found to have the same temperature as 
that of the mass of water of which the temperature is to be 
determined. Suppose, for example, the mixture giving the re- 
quired temperature to consist of 86*6 parts by weight of ice-cold 
water, and 13’4 parts by weight of boiling water ; the required 
temperature is 13*4 on a perfectly definite scale of thermometry 
in which the temperature of ice-cold water is called zero, that of 
boiling water 100, and other temperatures are reckoned according 
to the law of proportion of mixtures of water in the manner 
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indicated by the example, and defined generally in § 31 below* 
For temperatures within the range of sensibility of the hand this 
method would give more accurate results than many common 
thermometers sold by instrument makers for ordinary popular 
purposes. It may be relied upon for absolute accuracy within 
^ths of a degree centigrade, provided the mixing of hot and cold 
water is performed with suflBciently large quantities of water, and 
with all proper precautions to obtain in that part of the process 
all the accuracy obtainable by the living thermoscope. 

We shall see (§ 25 below) that with the most accurate mercury 
or air thermometers, made for scientific investigation and carefully 
tested, absolute determinations can scarcely be depended upon 
within ^i^th of a degree centigrade. The method of mixtures 
with only the sensory thermoscope is not limited to the range of 
temperature directly perceptible with unimpaired sensibility; but 
when the temperature to be tested is beyond this range an indirect 
method may be followed, as thus : — 

A large quantity of water too warm for the hand is to be 
tested. Mix it with say twice its weight of ice-cold water, this 
giving a convenient temperature for the hand ; then find by trial 
what proportions of ice-cold and boiling water give a mixture of 
the same temperature as tested by the hand; suppose these 
proportions to be 26*2 of boiling water and 73*8 of ice-cold water. 
The temperature of the mixture is by definition 26*2, and on 
the same principle the required temperature is three times this, 
or 78*6. 

This system of thermometry is, however, strictly limited to 
the range between the freezing and boiling points of water, for 
we do not at present consider the possibilities of obtaining and 
using thermometrically quantities of water below the freezing 
point and above the boiling point. It is described here, not only 
because it is very instructive in respect to the principles of ther- 
mometry, but because it is in point of fact the thermometric 
method used through a large range of processes not only in the 
arts but in scientific investigation. In many cases the hand is 
a more convenient and easy test than a common mercury thermo- 
meter, and it has just about the same sensibility; the commonest 
thermometers in popular use being in fact scarcely to be read to a 
quarter of a degree centigrade. In respect to accuracy a common 
cheap thermometer, though perhaps a degree or two wrong in its 

9—2 
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absolute indications, may still be used as an accurate indicator of 
equality of temperatures just as is the hand in the method of 
mixtures. 

In many cases the hand is more convenient than the thermo- 
meter, in other cases the thermometer is more convenient than 
the hand, but in many cases the thermometer is applicable when 
the hand is not. When the quantities of water tested are abun- 
dant, the hand is always the quicker test, but there must be 
abundance of water to allow it to be satisfactorily and accurately 
applicable. 


Thermoscopes Differential and Intrinsic. 

Differential Thermoscopes essentially continuous. — Intrinsic Ther- 
moscopes discontinuous and continuous. — Single and Multiple 
Intrinsic Thermoscopes (discontinuous), — Continuous Intrinsic 
Thermoscopes. 

13. A thermoscope is an indicator of temperature. A 
differential thermoscope is a thermoscope which shows difference, 
or tests equality, of simultaneous temperatures in two places. Its 
action is essentially continuous, depending on difference of tem- 
perature between the two places, and showing zero continuously 
when the temperatures of the two places are varied, provided they 
are kept exactly equal. Every kind of differential therraoscope, 
and of continuous intrinsic thermoscope, must be founded on some 
property of matter continuously varying with the temperature, 
as density of a fluid under constant pressure, pressure of a fluid 
in constant volume, volume of the liquid part of a whole mass of 
liquid and solid kept in constant volume*, steam-pressure of a 
solid or liquid f, shape or density of an elastic solid under con- 
stant stress, stress of an elastic solid in a constant state of strain, 
viscosity of a fluid, electric current in a circuit of two metals 
with their junctions at unequal temperatures, electric resistance 
of a conductor, magnetic moment of a steel or loadstone magnet. 

Examples: — (1) Leslie’s differential air thermometer; (2) 
steam-pressure differential thermometers (§§ 39 — 44 below) ; (3) 
Joule’s hydraulic and pneumatic differential thermoscopes (Mem. 

* This is the principle of the ordinary mercury or spirit thermometer, 
t For definition of steam, see § 17 below. 
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Ghem. Soc., vol. iii. p. 201 ; Proc. Lit and Phil, 8oc. Manchester^ 
vol. III. p. 73; Ihid,, vol. vii. p. 35) (Joule's Papers, vol. i. pp. 535, 
573); (4) viscosity differential thermoscope {Proc, R.8,E,, April 19, 
1880); (5) thermo-electric differential thermometer; (6) Siemens 
electric resistance differential thermometer; (7) thermo-magnetic 
differential thermometer (see Proc, R,S,E., April 19, 1880). 

14. Intrinsic Thermoscopes. — An intrinsic thermoscope is 
an instrument capable of indicating one definite temperature or 
several definite temperatures, or all temperatures within the range 
of the instrument, whatever it may be — the temperature or tem- 
peratures indicated being intrinsically determined by the consti- 
tution of the instrument, and indicated by some recognizable 
feature of the instrument which changes discontinuously or con- 
tinuously, as the case may be, and which is always the same when 
the instrument is brought back again and again to the same tem- 
perature, whatever changes it may have experienced in the 
intervals. Discontinuous intrinsic thermoscopes show only a 
limited number of temperatures. A continuous intrinsic thermo- 
scope shows any temperature whatever throughout the range of 
efficiency of the instrument, ideally any temperature whatever, 
though in practice every thermoscope is limited, some with both 
inferior and superior limit, as the mercury thermometer by the 
freezing of mercury at about — 39® C., and the bursting pressure of 
mercury-steam a little above -f- 360® C.; others with only a superior 
limit, as metallic thermoscopes, whether thermo-elastic, or thermo- 
electric, or electric-resistance, or thermo- magnetic, by the melting 
of their substances at very high temperatures, or, in the case of 
the thermo-magnetic instrument, by the total or partial loss of its 
magnetism at some temperature much below the melting point of 
its substance. A continuous intrinsic thermoscope, when applied 
to a body whose temperature is changing, shows continuously every 
variation of temperature within its range of efficiency. 

15. Discontinuous Intrinsic Thermoscopes, — A single intrinsic 
thermoscope is a thermoscope which shows whether the tempera- 
ture of the body to which it is applied is higher or lower than 
some one definite temperature depending on the intrinsic quality 
of the instrument. 

Examples: — (1) a piece of ice, or of wax, or of fusible metal; 
(2) an apparatus for boiling water or other liquid under a perfectly 
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constant pressure ; (3) an apparatus for boiling water under the 
natural atmospheric pressure, and a barometer to measure exactly 
what the pressure is at the time. 

A multiple intrinsic thermoscope might be made by preparing 
a graduated series of metallic alloys, numbering them in the order 
of their melting points, and arranging them together conveniently 
for use*. The temperature might be reckoned numerically, accord- 
ing to the number of the alloys that melt, when the whole series 
is exposed to the temperature to be tested. This discontinuous 
numerical reckoning of temperature is perfectly analogous to the 
Birmingham reckoning of wires and sheet metals by numbered 
gauges. Ideally it may be made infinitely nearly continuous by 
making a series of alloys with fine enough gradation of composition, 
but the method is in its essence discontinuous. It is useful for 
many special applications in science and in the arts, as for instance 
in that very fundamental one (§ 12 above) of giving one of the 
fixed points in the ordinary thermometric scale, the ^‘freezing 
point’’; also in a form of safety valve for boilers or hot- water 
pipes, in which a plug fixed by solder is released by the melting of 
the solder when the temperature reaches a certain limit ; also an 
exceedingly useful guard against overheating in the flue of a stove, 
by which a stopper is allowed to fall by the melting of a leaden 
support, and stop the draught, before the temperature reaches the 
highest limit judged permissible. 

16. Continuous Intnnsic Thermoscopes , — Continuity of indi- 
cation requires, as said in § 13 above, choice of some property 
or properties of matter varying continuously with temperature, 
such as those enumerated in § 13 above. A continuous intrinsic 
thermoscope must have a feature, depending on the chosen pro- 
perty of matter, which shall vary with perfect continuity when the 
temperature is gradually changed, and shall always be the same 
when the instrument is brought to the same temperature again 
and again, whatever variation of temperature it may have ex- 
perienced in the intervals. The accuracy of an intrinsic thermo- 

* [Note of March 26, 1885. A multiple intrinsic thermoscope has actually 
been made, according to this plan, by Mr J. J. Coleman, and was exhibited by 
him at a meeting of the Philosophical Society of Glasgow on 23rd January, 1884 
(Proc. Phil. Soc. vol. xv. p. 94). Mr Coleman has used in this instrument a 
graduated series of paraffins which become solid at certain definite temperatures 
between 40° F. and 100° F., and mixtures of glycerine and water for the tempe- 
ratures from - 36° F. to 30° F. W. T.] 
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meter, whether discontinuous or continuous, depends upon perma- 
nence of quality of the material and of the mechanical constitution 
of the instrument, according to which the recognized feature shall 
always be very accurately the same for the same temperature. 

The sensibility or delicacy of a continuous intrinsic thermometer 
depends upon the recognisability of change in its indicating feature 
with very small change of temperature. 

17. The property of matter chosen as the foundation of 
almost all ordinary continuous intrinsic thermoscopes in common 
use is interdependence of the density, the temperature, and the 
pressure of a fluid. The only other therraoscopes which can be 
said to be in common use at all are “ metallic thermometers”; these 
depend upon the change of shape of a rigid elastic solid under 
a stated stress, or on the change of shape of a compound solid, 
composed of two elastic solids of different substances melted or 
soldered together. For the present we confine our attention to the 
former and much larger class of instruments. The general type of 
all those instruments, except the steam-pressure thermometer 
(§§ 39— 4G below), is a glass measure, measuring the bulk of 
a fluid. To give the requisite practical sensibility to the measure- 
ment, the glass, except for the case of the constant-pressure gas 
thermometer (§§ G4 — 67 below) and of the steam-pressure thermo- 
meter, is made of a shape which may be generally described as a 
bottle with a long narrow neck. The body of the bottle, which 
may either be spherical or of an elongated form, is called the bulb, 
and the neck is called the tube or stem (stem we shall most fre- 
quently call it, to obviate ambiguities without circumlocutions). 

The thermometric fluid may be all liquid, as mercury, or oil, or alco- 
hol, or ether, or glycerine and water ; or it may be all gas, as common 
air, or hydrogen, or carbonic acid ; or it may be partly liquid and 
partly steam (steam being a name which we shall invariably use to Steam, 
designate the less dense portion of a fluid substance at one tern- tion^of. 
perature and pressure throughout, and in equilibrium, in two por- 
tions of different densities). This last case is different from the 
two preceding, in respect to the character of the thermometric in- 
dication : the whole volume of the thermometric substance may be 
changed from that of all liquid to that of all steam, without 
changing the temperature or the pressure, and the pressure cannot 
be changed without changing the temperature, provided the sub- 
stance is kept in the double condition of part liquid and part 
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steam; in other words, in this case the pressure depends upon the 
temperature alone and is independent of the volume. In the 
steam-pressure thermometer, therefore, there is no delicate mea- 
suring of volume of the thermometric substance, and the vessel 
Mano- containing it is not in the shape of bulb and stem ; but the instru- 
temo- ment* consists essentially of a means of measuring the pressure of 
.the thermometric substance, with a test that it is really in the 
twofold condition of part liquid and part steam, whether by seeing 
it through a glass containing-vessel, or by a proper hydraulic ap- 
pliance for ascertaining that the pressure is not altered by rare- 
faction or condensation when the temperature 
is kept constant Realized thermometers of 
this species, quite convenient for many practical 
purposes, with steam of sulphurous acid, of 
water, and of mercury, to serve for different 
ranges of temperature, from below - 30° C. to 
above +520° C., are described in §§ 39—44 
below. 

18. In respect to general convenience for 
large varieties of uses, whether for scientific 
investigation, or for the arts, or for ordinary 
use, liquid thermometers are generally and with 
good reason preferred ; but the general prefer- 
ence of either mercury or spirits of wine for the 
liquid, which is so much the rule, is not (§ 20 
below) so clearly reasonable. For ordinary uses 
in which the thermometer has to be moved 
about and placed in various positions, gas ther- 
mometers are much less convenient, because 
they require essentially an accurate measure- 
ment of pressure, and generally for this purpose 
a column of liquid. But when the thermo- 
meter is to be kept always in one position, as 
for instance when it is devoted to testing the 
temperature of the air indoors or out of doors, Fig* 2. 

Amonton’s air or gas thermometer is really as convenient and as 
easily read as any liquid thermometer can be : but even it, simple 
as it is, involves a triple division of the hermetically sealed space, 
with three different conditions of occupation,— -one part occupied 
by the thermometric substance, another by the pressure- measuring 
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vapourless liquid*, and the third vacuous ; and it is by so much 
the less simple than the liquid thermometer, that in the liquid 
thermometer the enclosed space is divided into only two parts, one 
occupied by the thermometric liquid, and the other by its steam, 
with or without some admixture of common air. For accuracy the 
air or gas thermometer is superior, we might almost say incom- 
parably superior, to the mercury thermometer, and, though in a 
much less degree, still decidedly superior to even the most accurate 
liquid thermometer, on account of the imperfect constancy of the 
glass containing-vessel. 

19. If we were quite sure of the bulk measurement given 
by the glass bulb and tube, liquid thermometers would be quite as 

* An instrument closely resembling that shown in the drawing (fig. 2), but with 
common air instead of hydrogen, was made for the writer of this article, by Casella, 
about fifteen years ago, and has been used for illustrations in the natural philosophy 
class in Glasgow University ever since. It is probably an exceedingly accurate air 
thermometer. When it was set up in the new lecture-room after the migration to 
its present locality in 1870, the tube above the manometric liquid column was 
cleared of air. To do this the instrument must be held in such a sloping position 
with the closed end of the tube down, as to allow the bubble of air always found in 
it to rise and burst in the bulb. If now the instrument is placed in its upright 
position, the liquid refuses to leave the top of the tube, and it would remain filling 
the tube (probably, for ever?) if left in that position. No violence of knocking which 
has been ventured to try to bring it down has succeeded. To bring it down a bubble 
of air must be introduced. The bubble must be very small, so that the pressure 
of the air which fills it may become insensible when this air expands into the space 
of the tube left above the manometric column after it descends to its proper thermo- 
scopic position. Special experiments made for this article in September 1879 
showed that in the nine years during which the instrument had remained undis- 
turbed in the lecture-room a very sensible quantity of air (enough to render the 
temperature indication about 36° C. too low) had leaked from the bulb through the 
sulphuric acid into the tube above the liquid column. This air was eliminated, and 
the instrument again set up for use, an operation completed in a minute at any time 
if need be. Some careful experiments were then made by Mr Macfarlane to ascertain 
if the pressure of vapour or gas from the sulphuric acid, in the tube, was sensible, 
with a happily decisive result in the negative. The bulb was kept at a very constant 
temperature by cold water; the uppermost few centimetres of the liquid column, 
and the whole of the tube above it, were heated to about 100° C. by steam blown 
through a glass jacket- tube, fitted round it for the purpose. The height of the 
manometric column remained sensibly uncdianged ! Further experiments must be 
made to ascertain whether or not there is enough of variation of absorption of the 
air by the sulphuric acid with variation of temperature, and enough of the conse- 
quent variation of pressure in the bulb, to vitiate sensibly the thermometric use of 
the instrument. If, as seems improbable, the answer to this question be unhappily 
affirmative, a satisfactory negative might be found by substituting hydrogen for 
common air. 
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accurate as gas thermometers. For there is no difficulty in giving 
any required degree of sensibility to the instrument by making the 
bulb large enough ; and the quality of the liquid itself, hermeti- 
cally sealed in glass, may be regarded as being as constant as any- 
thing we know of in the material world. But, alas for thermome- 
try, the glass measure is not constant ! In fact, glass is a substance 
of very imperfect elasticity (Part I, § 4, above); and it is found 
that the bulb of a thermometer is not always of the same volume 
at the same temperature, but that, on the contrary, it experiences 
uncertain changes exceedingly embarrassing in thermometry. In 
the course of a few months after a thermometer is filled and 
sealed, the bulb generally shrinks by some uncertain amount of 
from to of its bulk, sometimes even in the course 

of years to almost This has been discovered by a gradual 

rising of the freezing point in new mercury thermometers, gene- 
rally as much as from to sometimes to as much as 1'" C., 
which corresponds to a shrinkage of l•8/10^ as the bulk -expansion 
of mercury is, when its temperature is raised from O'" to 10()°C. 
(Table II. below) 1/55*1, or *01815, of its bulk at 0° C. After a few 
months or a few years this progressive shrinkage ceases to be 
sensible ; but if the thermometer at any time is exposed to the 
temperature of boiling water or any higher temperature, an abrupt 
sub-permanent enlargement of the bulb is produced, and the 
freezing point, if tested for by placing the thermometer in ice and 
water, is found to be lowered ; then again for weeks or months or 
years there is a gradual shrinkage, as shown by a gradual rising of 
the freezing point when the thermometer is tested again and again 
by placing it in ice and water. A very delicate mercury thermo- 
meter, which has been kept for years at ordinary atmospheric 
pressures when out of use, and never when in experimental use 
exposed to any temperature higher than about 30° C., or much 
lower than the freezing point, becomes very constant, and probably 
may never show any change of as much as of a degree C. in its 
freezing point or in its indication at any other absolutely definite 
temperature, within some such range as from — 20° or - 10° C. to 
H- 30° or -f 40° C. But the abrupt and irregular changes, pro- 
duced by exposing the thermometer to temperatures much above 
or much below some such limited range as that, constitute a very 
serious difficulty in the way of accurate thermometry by the 
mercury-in-glass thermometer. Although the greatest care has 
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been bestowed by Regnault, Joule, and all other accurate thermo- 
metric experimenters to avoid error from this cause, we have still 
but little definite information as to its natural history in thermo- 
meters of different qualities of glass, different shapes of bulb, or 
differently constructed in respect to processes of glass-blowing, 
boiling the mercury, and sealing the stem. We do not even know 
whether the excess of the atmospheric pressure outside the bulb, 
over the pressure due to mercury and Torricellian vacuum inside, 
is influential sensibly, or to any considerable degree, in producing 
the gradual initial shrinkage. If it were so we might expect that 
the effect of heating the thermometer up to 100° C. or more at 
any time would be rather to produce an accelerated shrinkage for 
the time than what it is found to be, which is a return towards the 
original larger volume, followed by gradual shrinkage from day to 
day and week to week afterwards. A careful comparison between 
two thermometers constructed similarly in all respects, except 
sealing one of them with Torricellian vacuum and the other with 
air above the mercury, would be an important contribution to 
knowledge of this subject, interesting, not only in respect to ther- 
mometry, but also to that very fundamental question of physical 
science, the imperfect elasticity of solids (see Part I, § 4 above). 

20. The error of a thermometer due to irregular shrinkages 
and enlargements of the bulb, is clearly the less the greater is the 
expansion of the thermometric fluid with the given change of tem- 
perature. By the investigation of § 30 below we can calculate 
exactly how much the error is for any stated amount of abnormal 
change of bulk in the bulb. But it is enough at present to remark 
that for different liquids in the same or in similar bulbs the errors 
are very nearly in the inverse proportions of the expansions of the 
liquids. Now (Table III. below) in being warmed from 0° to 1° C. 
alcohol expands 6 times as much as mercury, methyl butyrate 
7 times, and sulphuric ether times. Hence if irregular changes 
of bulk of the bulb leave, as they probably do in practice, an 
uncertainty of ^^ths of a degree in respect to absolute temperature 
by the best possible mercury- in-glass thermometers used freely at 
all temperatures from the lowest up to 100° C., the uncertainty 
from this cause will be reduced to ^^^th of a degree by using alcohol, 
or ^th by using methyl butyrate instead of mercury; it may 
therefore, in a glass thermometer of alcohol or of the methyl buty- 
rate, be considered as practically annulled (§19 above) after a few 
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weeks or months have passed, and the first main shrinkage is 
over. 

21. An alcohol-in-glass thermometer is easily made strong 
enough to bear a temperature of 100° C., as this gives by the 
pressure of the vapour an internal bursting pressure of not quite 
an atmosphere and a quarter in excess of the atmospheric pressure 
outside. The boiling point of methyl butyrate (Table III. below) 
is 103° *5 C. ; a thermometer of it may therefore be used for tempe- 
ratures considerably above 100° C., but how much above we cannot 
tell, as we have not experiments as yet on the pressure of its 
vapour at temperatures above its boiling point. The pressure of 
vapour of sulphuric ether (Table VIII. below) is too great to allow 
a thermometer of this liquid sealed in glass to be used much above 
60° or 70° C., but for low temperatures it makes a very valuable 
thermometer. It was used in 1850 by the author in finding by 
experiment the lowering of the freezing point of water, predicted 
theoretically by Prof. J. Thomson in 1849 {Tram, R, S. E.), and 
gave a sensibility of 128 divisions to 1° C. Glass thermometers 
with ether, or chloroform (whose expansion is about 4 per cent, 
greater than that of ether), were used by Joule and the author in 
experiments^ on changes of temperature experienced by bodies 
moving through air, in one of which the sensibility was as great as 
330 scale divisions to the 1° C. All these liquids, and many others 
in the modern chemist’s repertory of oils and ethers and alcohols, 
besides the superior sensibility which they give by their greater 
expansions, have a great advantage over mercury for some thermo- 
metric purposes in their smaller specific gravity. This allows the 
bulb to be larger, with less liability to break or to give disturbed 
readings through distortion by the weight of the contained liquid. 

22. Liquids which wet the glass have another great advan- 
tage over mercury in their smaller capillary attraction and in the 
constancy of their 180° angle of contact with the glass, instead of 
the much greater absolute intensity of capillary attraction in the 
mercury, and its very variable angle of contact, averaging about 
45° when the mercury is rising, and about as much as 90° when it 
is falling. On account of these variations the bulb of the mercury 
thermometer is subjected to abrupt variations of pressure when 
the mercury is rising or falling. The greatest and least pressures 


Phil. Trans, for 1860, p. 325 [Art. xlix. Pt. iii. Vol. i. above]. 
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due to this cause are experienced when the angle of contact is 
respectively least and greatest, and differ by the pressure due to a 
vertical column of mercury equal in height to the difference of 
depressions of mercury in a capillary tube of the same bore as the 
thermometer stem, when the angle of contact is changing from one 
to the other of the supposed extreme values. Hence the mercury 
in a thermometer rises and falls by jerks very noticeable in a 
delicate thermometer when looked at with a lens of moderate 
magnifying power, or even with the naked eye. Dr Joule informs 
us that this defect is much greater in some thermometers than in 
others, and that he believes it is greatly owing to the tube being 
left unsealed for too long a time after the introduction of the 
mercury, (by which it is to be presumed something of a film of 
oxide of mercury is left on the glass, to reappear on the surface 
of the mercury when it sinks as it cools after the sealing of the 
end). In Joule’s own thermometers not the smallest indication 
has ever been detected of what he calls ‘‘this untoward phenome- 
non, which is calculated to drive an observer mad, if he discovers 
it towards the close of a series of careful experiments.” Their 
admirable quality in this respect is no doubt due to the great care 
taken by the maker, Mr Dancer, under Joule’s own instructions, to 
have the mercury and the interior of the bulb and tube thoroughly 
clean, and to guard it from exposure to any “ matter in its wrong 
place” until completion of the sealing. But no amount of care 
could possibly produce a mercury thermometer of moderate 
dimensions moving otherwise than by jerks of ever so many 
divisions, if its stern were of fine enough bore to give anything 
approaching to two or three hundred divisions to the centigrade 
degree. 

23. One chief objection to the use of alcohol or other volatile 
liquid, for the thermometric substance in ordinary glass thermo- 
meters, is the liability to distillation of some of the liquid into the 
stem and head reservoir, unless the glass above the level of the 
liquid be kept at least as warm as the liquid. On this account a 
spirit thermometer is not suitable for being plunged into a space 
warmer than the surrounding atmosphere with the stem simply 
left to take the temperature to which it comes in the circumstances. 
But whether for elaborate experimental use, or for the most 
ordinary thermometric purposes, there is little difficulty in 
arranging to keep the part of the stem which is above the liquid 
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surface sompwhat warmer than at the liquid surface, and this 
suffices absolutely to prevent the evil of distillation. The only 
other objection of any grave validity* against the use of highly 
expansive liquids instead of mercury, is the difficulty of allowing 
for the expansion of the liquid in the stem, if it is not at the same 
temperature as the bulb. With the same difference of tempera- 
tures in different parts of the instiTiment, the error on this account 
is clearly in simple proportion to the expansibility of the liquid ; 
and therefore, the residual error due to want of perfect accuracy in 
the data for the allowance will, generally speaking, be greater with 
the more expansive than with the less expansive liquid. But in 
every case in which the bulb and stem can all conveniently be 
kept at one temperature, a thermometer having for its thermo- 
metric substance some highly expansive oil or alcohol or ether, or 
other so-called organic liquid of perfectly permanent chemical 
constitution, cannot but be much more accurate and sensitive than 
the mercury thermometer, which has hitherto been used almost 
exclusively in thermometric work of the highest rank. We shall 
see (§§ 62 and 64 — 68 below) that the ultimate standard for ther- 
mometry, according to the absolute thermodynamic scale (§ 34 
below), is practically attained by the use of hydrogen or nitrogen 
gas as the thermometric substance, but that for ordinary use a gas 
therriKjmeter can scarcely be made as convenient as one in which 
the thermonietric substance is a liquid. For practical thermometry 
of the most accurate kind it seems that the best plan will be to 
use as ordinary working standard thermometers highly sensitive 
thermometers constructed of some chosen “organic” liquid, and 
graduated according to the absolute thermodynamic scale, by aid 
of the thermodynamically corrected air thermometer (§ 62 below) 

* There is one other objection which, though often stated as very grave against 
the thermometric use of any other liquid than mercury, we do not admit to be so. 
It is that when the temperature is rapidly sinking, before becoming stationary, a 
little of the liquid lags behind the descending free surface, detained on the glass, 
and, trickling slowly down to rejoin the main column, must be waited for before the 
stationary temperature can be correctly read. We believe that if a fairly inviscid ^or 
mobile) liipiid such as alcohol or ether or butyrate of oxide of methyl be used, there 
will be practically tw time lost from this cause, and certainly no accuracy lost when 
proper care is taken by the observer. The observer must be on his guard against a 
possibly false steadiness, through the falling of temperature being momentarily 
balanced in its effect on the free surface by the trickling down of liquid from the 
glass above, when the free surface is still above, or, it may be, has gone down to a 
little below, the true position for the final temperature. 
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used as ultimate standard of reference. The great convenience of 
the mercury thermometer in respect to freedom from liability to 
distillation, and smallness of error on account of difference of tem- 
perature between the bulb and stem, renders it the most conveni- 
ent for a large variety of scientific and practical purposes in which 
the most minute accuracy or the most extreme sensibility is not 
required. 

24. Without any thermodynarnic reason for preferring air to 
mercury as thermometric fluid, Regnault preferred it for two very 
good reasons. (1) Its expansion is 20 times that of mercury and 
160 times the cubical expansion of glass, and therefore with air the 
error due to irregularity in the expansion of the glass is 20 times 
smaller than with mercury, and small enough to produce no prac- 
tical defalcation from absolute accuracy in thermometry, as he 
found by elaborate and varied trials. So far as this is concerned, 
some highly expansive organic liquids would answer nearly as well 
as air for thermometric fluid, and would have the advantage of 
giving a thermometer much more easily used. (2) For an ultimate 
standard of reference air has the advantage over organic liquids 
generally, that different samples of it taken at different times, or 
in different parts of the world, and purified of water and carbonic 
acid* by well-known and easily practised processes, are sufficiently 
uniform to give thermometric results between which the accord- 
ance is practically perfect, provided the thermometric plan accord- 
ing to which the different samples are used is the same, or as 
approximately the same as is easily secured in practice. Two plans 
for the thermometric use of air naturally present themselves : — 

(I.) augmentation of volume of air kept in constant pressure ; and 
(II.) augmentation of pressure of air kept in constant volume, 
Rcgnault tried both plans, but found that he could only arrange Eeg- 
his apparatus to give good results by the second, and on it there- formal 
fore he founded what he called his " normal air thermometer.'' air ther- 
For the sake of perfect definiteness he chose, as the density of the 
air in his normal thermometer, the density which air has when at 

* Henceforth, to avoid circumlocutions, the unqualified word “ air ” will be used 
to denote atmospheric air taken in any part of the world, and deprived of carbonic 
acid and whatever vapour of water it may have contained, by aid of hydrated lime, 
or caustic potash, or some other suitable reagent for removing the carbonic acid, 
and quicklime, or chloride of calcium, or sulphuric acid, or phosphoric acid, for 
removing the water. 
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the temperature of melting ice and under the pressure of one atmo. 
He adopted the centigrade scale in respect to the marking of the 
freezing and boiling points by O'" and 100°; and the principle which 
he assumed for the reckoning of other temperatures was to call 
equal those differences of temperature for which differences of 
pressure of the air in his normal thermometer are equal. Thus he 
was led to a definition of temperature expressed by the following 
formula : — 


t = 100 


p- II 

n 


(la), 


where H denotes the pressure one atmo, and p and p^^ the pres- 
sures of the air of the normal thermometer at the temperatures 
denoted by t and by 100 respectively, the latter being the tempe- 
rature of steam issuing from water boiling under the pressure of 
one atmo. By the most accurate observations which he could 
make Kegnault found for his “normal air'’ = 1*3665 x IT. 
Hence his thermometric formula becomes 




25. Regnault compared with his normal air thermometer 
other thermometers on the same plan of constant volume, but with 
air at other than the normal density of one atmo, and with other 
gases than air ; also air and gas thermometers on the plan of 
constant apparent volume as measured in a glass bulb and stem; 
also a thermometer founded simply on the dilatation of mercury ; 
also thermometers of mercury in different kinds of glass, each 
graduated on the glass stem with divisions corresponding to exactly 
equal volumes of the bore ; also overflowing thermometers (thermo- 
mfetres k d^versement), in which a bulb with a short piece of fine 
stem was perfectly filled with mercury at 0° and the quantity 
of mercury expelled by the high temperature to be measured was 
weighed, instead of being volumetiically measured by divisions of 
a long stem as in the ordinary thermometer. 

The whole of this thermometric investigation is full of scientific 
interest, and abounds with results of great practical value in 
respect even of the minutest details of Regnault’s work. It will be 
found fully described in the first of his three volumes, entitled 
Relation des Experiences entreprises par ordre de Monsieur le 
Ministre des Travaux Publics et sur la proposition de la Commission 
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centrale des Machines d Vapeur pour Determiner les Principales 
Lois et Donnees NumSriques qui entrent dans le Calcul des Machines 
d Vapeur, which were published at Paris in 1847, 1862, and 1870. 
Here we can but state some of the most important of the general 
conclusions : — 

(1) The air thermometers with pressure at 0° of from 44 to 149 
centimetres of mercury agreed perfectly with the normal air 
thermometer calculated according to the same formula (1^), and 
nearly the same numerical coeflScient 272 85. A slightly larger 
value 272*98 (or *0036632“^) gave the best agreement for the 
44 centimetres pressure, and the somewhat smaller value 272*7 (or 
*003667”^) for the pressure 149 centimetres. 

(2) The hydrogen gas thermometer, with pressure one atmo at 
0°, and with its indications calculated according to formula (1^) but 
with a different numerical coeflScient*, agreed perfectly with the 
normal air thermometer from 0° to 325°. 

(3) The carbonic acid gas thermometer with pressure 46 cen- 
timetres at 0°, and its indications calculated with the coeflScient 
271*59 (‘003682“'), agreed perfectly with the normal air thermo- 
meter from 0° to 308°). 

(4) The carbonic acid gas thermometer with pressure 74 centi- 
metres (or nearly 1 atmo) at 0°, calculated with the coeflScient 
270*64 (*003695“') to make it agree with the normal air thermo- 
meter at 100°, gave numbers somew^hat too large for all tempe- 
ratures from 200° to 323°. The difference seemed to rise to a 
maximum at about 180°, when it was about ^°, and to diminish so 
as to be only about at the highest temperatures of the com- 
parison. Two sulphurous acid gas thermometers, with pressures 
59 centimetres and 75 centimetres at 0°, calculated with coeflScients 
263*6 ( 003794“') and 261*4 (*003825“') respectively to make them 
agree at 100° with the normal air thermometer, each gave numbers 
too small for the higher temperatures by differences increasing 
gradually from |° at 140° to 3° at 320°, 

* Instead of the *003665 of his normal air thermometer, Regnault states that 
for his hydrogen thermometer he used *003652 (which would make the coefficient 
in formula (Ij) he 273*82 instead of 272*85). But this must surely be a mistake, 
as he found *0036678 for the “coefficient of dilatation” of hydrogen calculated from 
its increase of pressure in constant ■volume, and *0036613 for the coefficient of 
dilatation observed directly for hydrogen under constant pressures of from 1 to 4 
atmos {Experiences, Vol. i. pp. 78, 80, 91, 115, 116), and he nowhere speaks of 
having found any smaller value than *003661 for hydrogen. 

T. HI. 
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(5) Air and gas thermometers, calculated according to 
differences of pressure of the gas kept at the same apparent 
volume, (that is to say, with the bounding mercury column at a 
constant mark on the glass stem of the thermometer) gave 
numbers too small at the higher temperatures by differences 
gradually increasing up to 2 at 350° in the case of Ghoisi le Roi 
crystal, a hard glass without lead, and to as much as 3^° in the 
case of ordinary glass. 

In connexion with these observations Regnault remarks that 
the greatest cause of uncertainty in his air thermometry is the 
allowance for expansion of the glass. It was only by most care- 
fully made special experiments* on each particular bulb and tube, 
to determine its expansion throughout the range for which it vras 
to be used, that he succeeded in obtaining the great accuracy 
which we find in his results, according to which the probable error, 
whether by his normal air thermometer, or by other air or gas 
thermometers of those stated above to agree with it perfectly, 
was not more than from *1 to *15 of a degree for any temperature 
up to 350°. 

(6) The mercury-in-glass thermometers which Regnault gene- 
rally used for comparison with his normal air thermometer were 
overflowing thermometers, because he found that with such he 
could more easily obtain the very minute accuracy at which he 
aimed than with the ordinary volumetric thermometers ; but the 
formula by which he calculated temperature from the overflowing 
thermometer, was adapted to give exactly the same result as 
would have been obtained by the ordinary thermometer with 
divisions on the stem corresponding to equal volumes of the bore. 
It must be remembered, however, that this perfect agreement 
between the volumetric and overflowing thermometers, would not 
be found unless the expansion of the bulb and tube were uniform 
and isotropic throughout. 

(7) The general results of Regnault's comparisons of mercury 
thermometers with his normal air thermometer, were given by 

Tliese experiments were made by finding the weight of mercury contained 
in each bulb and tube at several different temperatures throughout the range 
through which it was to be used, and thence calculating the bulks according to the 
density of mercury for the different temperatures found by his independent in- 
vestigation of the absolute dilatation of mercury by the hydrostatic method, this 
method being independent of the expansion of the containing glass or other solid. 
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himself in a diagram of curves from which the accompanying is 
copied on a reduced scale (fig. 3). It shows that at a temperature 
of 320° the independent mercury thermometer stands at 329*8°, 
the thermometer of mercury in Choisi le Roi crystal at 327*25°, 
and the thermometer of mercury in ordinary glass at 321*8° ; and 
that the independent mercury thermometer and the mercury 


in Choisi le Roi crystal stand 10“ higher „ 
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the mercury in ordinary soft glass keeps much nearer to the 
air thermometer than does the mercury in the hard Choisi le Roi 
glass. We infer that, still reckoning temperature by the air 
thermometer, we have regular augmentation of expansion at the 
high temperatures in all the different glasses, each greater than 
the augmentation of expansion of mercury, and that this aug- 
mentation is greater in the soft ordinary glass than in the hard 
Choisi le Roi glass, being in the ordinary glass great enough 
to overcompensate in the resulting thermometric indication the 
augmenting expansion of the mercury from 100° to 245° ; while 
above 245° in the ordinary glass thermometer, and at all tem- 
peratures above 100° in the Choisi le Roi thermometer, the com- 
pensation is only partial. Between 0° and 100° the independent 
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mercury thermometer stands regularly lower than the air ther- 
mometer by as great a difference as *35° at 50°, where it 
is a maximum. The curves for the mercury-in-glass ther- 
mometers are not shown between 0° and 100°, but it is 
clear from the diagram that the Choisi le Roi thermometer 
must, like the independent mercury thermometer, stand 
lower than the air thermometer, but by a smaller difference, 
probably only about *2° at 50°; and the ordinary glass 
thermometer higher than the air thermometer from 0° to 
100° by a difference which may be *2° or *3° at 50°. This 
last inference from the diagram is confirmed by Regnault’s 
table of results facing page 227 of his first volume. 

28. In the best modern thermometers the graduations 
are actually engraved on the glass; but in most popular 
thermometers, and in many for scientific investigation, they 
are on an attached scale of wood, or ivory, or brass, or 
paper. Some of, the best popular thermometers are the 
German bath thermometers, in which the graduation is 
on a paper scale guarded by being enclosed in a wide 
glass tube hermetically sealed round the stem and over the 
bulb of the glass which contains the mercury in the manner 
shown in fig. 4. The graduation is clearer and more easily 
read in this kind of thermometer than in any other. The^^^'*^* 
complete protection of the paper scale against damp and damage, 
afforded by its hermetically sealed glass envelope, gives a perenni- 
ally enduring quality to this form of thermometer* such as is 
possessed by no others except those graduated on the glass ; and 
the lightness of the paper renders its proper attachment to the 
inner stem, by gum or otherwise, thoroughly trustworthy, when 
once well done by the maker of the instrument. For scientific 
purposes the paper scale was too cheap, and common, and 
good, to satisfy the ideas of those instrument makers who in 
Germany and France substituted the heavy graduated slab of 

* Provided it is never exposed to “browning” temperatures (or temperatures 
high enough to produce partially destructive distillation of the paper). Instrument 
makers ignoring this caution have actually made it with graduation extending to 
such temperatures for kitchen use. The result is that it gets injured to the extent 
of partially browning the hermetically sealed paper, and befogging the inner surface 
of the glass envelope, by applying it to test the temperature of melted fat in 
cooking. For this purpose the simple scientific thermometer with graduation on 
the glass stem is proper. 
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opal glass for the paper, while still adhering to the bath thermo- 
meter pattern in hermetically enclosing this scale in an 
outer containing glass tube, — very unnecessarily, as the f, 
glass scale, unlike the paper scale, does not require any 
such protection. 

This is now, however, a thing of the past. At the pre- 
sent time all high-class scientific thermometers are graduated 
on the glass of the stem, without any attached scale of 
other material. Except in respect to ease of reading the 
indications, this simplest form is, both for popular and for 
scientific purposes, superior even to the German bath ther- 
mometer with hermetically sealed paper scale ; and this will 
be the form intended (Fig. 5) when we speak of a mercury 
thermometer, or a spirit thermometer, or a liquid thermo- 
meter, without any special qualification. 

29. Propey'ties of Matter concerned in Liquid Thermo- 
meters . — The indications of the liquid thermometer depend 
not only upon the expansion of the liquid with heat ; they 
are seriously modified by the expansion experienced also by 
the containing solid. The instrument in fact consists of a 
glass measure measuring the bulk of a liquid. If the bulk 
of the hollow space in the glass and the bulk of the liquid 
expand by the same amount, the apparent bulk of the liquid 
as thus measured will remain unchanged. Now, supposing 
the glass to be perfectly homogeneous and isotropic (see 
Part I. above; §§ 38, 39, and chap. I. of Mathematical 
Theory), and the bulb to be free from internal stress, the 
glass will, when warmed uniformly, expand equally in all 
directions, and the volume of the hollow space will be altered 
in the same ratio as the volume of the glass itself. Hence 
the indications of the thermometer depend on a difference 
between the expansion of the glass and the expansion of || 
the liquid. 

30. To define exactly the indications of a thermo- j 
meter founded on the expansion of a fluid, let the volume I 
of the bore of the stem between two consecutive divisions v 
be called for brevity a degree-measure. The degree measure 

is habitually made as nearly as possible equal throughout the 
scale in the best mercury-in-glass thermometers ; and, as we shall 
see (§ 62 below), it ought to be so in an air-thermometer to give 
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indications agreeing with the absolute thermodynamic scale, 
nearly enough for the most accurate practical thermometry. But 
in practical spirit-thermometers the divisions are made to cor- 
respond as nearly as may be to degrees of a standard mercury 
or air thermometer, and the degree measures are therefore 
(Table II. below) larger and larger from the lower to the upper 
end of the scale. For the purpose, however, of comparing the 
thermometric performances of different liquids, we shall suppose 
the degree-measure to be of equal volume throughout the scale in 
each case. 


Let N" be tlie number of degree-measures contained in the 
volume of the bulb and stem up to the point marked zero on the 
scale ; and let denote the volume, at any temperature t, of the 
degree-measure reckoned in absolute units of volume. The volume 
of the bulb and stem up to zero will be ND^. On the supposition 
of perfect isotropy and freedom from stress in the glass, N will be 
independent of the temperature and will be the ratio of the 
volume of any portion of the glass at temperature t to its volume 
at the temperature called zero, if 1)^ denote the volume of the 
degree-measure when the glass is at this zero temperature. Let 
now and denote the volumes of the whole liquid in a thermo- 
meter at the two temperatures t and 0 ; we have — ND^, And 
if 8 be the number of scale divisions marking the place of the 
liquid surface in the thermometer tube, we have — s) 

Henco LJL„ = (1 + s/N) DJD,. Hence s = N - l) . Hence, 

if Ef denote augmentation of bulk of the liquid, and E' aug- 
mentation of bulk of each degree-measure of the stem, when the 
temperature is raised from 0 to t, each reckoned in terms of the 
bulk at zero temperature, we have 


5 = 



l^hE, 
l + A’/ 



e,-e: 

l + E\' • 


This is the formula for the ordinary liquid thermometer. It 
is also applicable to the constant-pressure air thermometer, in 
which, with proper instrumental means to keep the pressure 
constant, air is allowed to expand or contract with elevation or 
depression of temperature, and its volume is measured in a 
properly shaped glass measuring vessel. We may arbitrarily de- 
termine to take $ as the numeric for the temperature which is 
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indicated by any one particular thermometer of this kind, for 
instance, a methyl butyrate thermometer, or an alcohol thermo- 
meter, or a mercury or an air thermometer. But if s = t for any 
one individual thermometer, it cannot be exactly so for any other. 

In the first advances towards accurate thermometry it was taken 
so for the mercury-in-glass thermometer, and by general consent 
it was continued so until it was found (§ 25 above) that different 
mercury-in-glass thermometers, each made with absolute accuracy, 
differ largely in their reckonings of temperature. 

31. Numerical Thermometry . — In § 12 above, a perfectly Thermo- 
definite and very simple basis for numerical thermometry was^l*®^^ 
described, not as having been adopted in practice, but as an to 
illustration of a very general principle upon which reckoning of the spe- 
temperature maj’^ be done in numbers. The principle is this. 

Two definite temperatures depending on properties of some par- water, 
ticular substance or substances are first fixed upon and marked 
by two arbitrary numbers, — as, for instance, the temperature of 
melting ice marked zero, and the temperature of steam issuing 
from boiling water under atmospheric pressure of exactly one 
atmo, marked 100. Then any intermediate temperature t is 
obtained by taking t parts of water at 100° and (100 — t) parts at 0° 
and mixing them together. As said in § 12 above this method is 
limited to temperatures at which liquid water can be obtained, 
and therefore practically it is only applicable between the melting 
point of ice and the boiling point of water, under ordinary 
atmospheric pressure. 

32. Any other liquid of permanent chemical constitution Thermo- 
might be used instead of water, as the thermometric substance in 
thermometry founded on mixtures ; so even might a powdered 

solid. Oil, if used instead of water, would have the advantage 
of being available for higher temperatures ; but want of perfect 
definiteness and constancy of chemical constitution is a fatal dis- 
qualification for it as the fundamental thermometric substance for 
thermometry by mixtures. Liquid mercury might be used with 
the advantage of being available for both higher and lower tempe- 
ratures than water, through a much wider whole range indeed 
than either water or oil. For use as thermometric substance for 
the method of mixtures both water and mercury, in the conditions 
of approximate purity in which they are easily obtained in 
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abundance, have a paramount advantage over all other liquids 
in near enough approximation to perfect definiteness and con- 
stancy of constitution, to give practically perfect thermometric 
results. 

33. In §§ 12, 24, 25, 30, 31, and 32 above, several distinct 
definitions of numerical reckoning of temperature have been given. 
In each of these the differences of temperature which are to be 
called equal are defined specially, and this is the essence of the 
thermometric scale in each case (the marking of 0° and 100° for 
the ^'freezing” and ‘‘boiling” points being common to all as a 
matter of practical usage, and not an essential of the thermometric 
principle in any case). Thus in §§ 12, 31, and 32 above differences 
of temperature are called equal, which are produced by the com- 
munication of equal quantities of heat to a given quantity of the 
particular thermometric substance chosen — water, for example, or 
mercury; in other words (§ 68 below), this thermometric system 
is chosen so as to make the specific heat of a particular thermo- 
metric substance the same for all temperatures. Again in § 24 
above differences of temperature are called equal, for which the 
differences of pressure are equal in air of the particular density 
which air has if its pressure is one atmo when its temperature is 
“ freezing.” This is Regnault s “ normal thermometry.” In § 25 
(1), (2), (3), and (4) above, other reckonings of temperature 
differing essentially from this, though, as Regnault’s experiments 
proved, by but very small differences, are given simply by the 
substitution of air of other than Regnault’s normal density, and 
of other gases than air, for the air of Regnault's normal thermo- 
meter. In § 25 (5) above, a thermometry founded on a complex 
coefficiency of change of pressure and volume of a gas and change 
of volume of some one particular glass vessel is defined and com- 
pared with Regnault s normal thermometry ; and in § 25 (6) and 
(7) above, the same is done for the ordinary mercury-in-glass 
thermometer, which depends on a coefficiency of glass and mercury 
leading to the reckoning of temperature defined in § 30 above. 
Again in §§ 20 to 23 above is indicated a system of thermometry 
founded on the absolute dilatation of some fluid, such as mercury 
or alcohol or butyrate of oxide of methyl or other permanent 
liquid or air, at some constant pressure, such as one atmo, with 
equal differences of temperature defined as those which give 
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equal dilatations of the particular substance chosen as the thermo- 
metric fluid. 

34. Each of all these different definitions of temperature 
is founded on some particular property of a particular substance. 

A thermometer graduated to fulfil one of the definitions for one 
particular substance would not agree with another thermometer 
graduated according to the same definition for another substance, 
or according to some of the other definitions. A much more satis- Prelim- 
factory foundation for thermometry is afforded by thermodynamic themich^ 
science, which gives us a definition of temperature depending on dynamic 
certain thermodynamic properties of matter, in such a manner tion of 
that if a thermometer is graduated according to it from observation 
of one class of thermal effects in one particular substance, it will 
agree with a thermometer graduated according to the same 
thermodynamic law from the same class of effects in any other 
substance, or from the same or from some other class of effects 
in another substance. Thus we have what is called the absolute 
thermodynamic scale. This scale is now in modern thermal 
science the ultimate scale of reference for all thermometers of 
whatever kind (§ 67 below). It is defined in §§ 35 and 37 below 
after the following preliminary. A piece of matter which we shall 
call the thermometric body ” or ‘‘ thermometric substance ” must 
be given, and at each instant it must be throughout at one 
temperature, whatever operations we perform upon it. For simpli- 
city we shall suppose it to be of one substance throughout. It 
may be all solid, or it may be partly solid and the remainder 
gaseous (as the contents of a wholly frozen cryophorous or any 
other form of closed vessel full of ice and vapour of water, 
but with no air) ; or it may at one particular temperature in the 
course of its use be partly solid and partly liquid and partly 
gaseous (as the contents of a partially frozen cryophorus) ; or 
it may be partially liquid and partially gaseous (as the con- 
tents of an unfrozen cryophorus or of a “philosophers hammer’’); 
or it may be all liquid ; or it may be all gas ; or it may 
be all fluid at a temperature above the Andrews ** critical 
temperature.” If it be all solid it may be under any homogeneous 
stress (Part I. above, Mathematical Theory, Parti. Ohap. I.); but in 
any case we suppose for simplicity the stress to be homogeneous 
throughout, and therefore if the thermometric body be partly solid 
and partly fluid, the stress in the solid as well as in the fluid must 
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be uniform pressure in all directions. To avoid excluding the 
case of all solid from our statements, we shall use generally the 
word stress^ which will mean normal pressure reckoned in number 
of units of force per unit of area in every case in which the whole 
or any part of the thermometric body is fluid, and will denote 
this or any other possible stress when the thermometric body is 
all solid. 

35. (1) Alter the bulk or shape of the thermometric sub- 
stance till it becomes warmer to any desired degree. (2) Keeping 
it now at this higher temperature, alter bulk or shape farther, and 
generate the heat which the substance takes to keep its tempera- 
ture constant, by stirring water, or a portion of the substance itself, 
if it is partly fluid, and measure the quantity of work spent in 
this stirring. (3) Bring it back towards its original bulk and 
shape till it becomes cooled to its original temperature. (4) Keep- 
ing it at this temperature, reduce it to its original bulk and shape, 
carrying off, by a large quantity of water, the heat which it must 
part with to prevent it from becoming warmed. Find by a 
special experiment how much work must be done to give an 
equal amount of heat to an equal amount of water by stirring. 
Then the ratio of the first measured quantity of work to the 
second is the ratio of the higher temperature to the lower on the 
absolute thermodynamic scale. 

36. The following is equivalent to § 35, and is more con- 
venient for analytical use. It is derived from § 35 by supposing 
the first and third operations to be so small that the ratio defined 
as the ratio of the two temperatures is infinitely nearly unity, 
and conversely § 35 — our first form of definition of absolute tempe- 
rature — may be derived from the second, which is to be now given, 
by passing through a finite range of temperature by successive 
infinitesimal steps, and applying the second definition to each step. 

37. Let the thermometric body be infinitesimally warmed 
by stirring a portion or the whole of itself if. it be partially or 
wholly fluid, or by stirring a quantity of fluid in space around 
it if it be all solid; and during the process let the stress upon 
the body be kept unchanged. The body expanding or contracting 
or changing its shape with the heat, as the case may be, does 
work upon the surrounding material by which its stress is main-^ 
tained. Find the ratio of the amount of work thus done to the 
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amount of work spent in the stirring. For brevity we shall call 

this the work-ratio. Again, let the stress be infinitesimally in- tion of 

creased, the thermometric body being now for the time enclosed ^em^ra- 

in an impermeable envelope so that it may neither gain nor lose ture:-- 

heat. It will rise (or fall)* in temperature in virtue of the^fan*^^ 

augmentation of stress. The ratio of this infinitesimal 

of temperature to the whole absolute temperature is equal to the differ- 

work-ratio multiplied into the ratio of the infinitesimal augmenta- 

tion of stress to the whole stress, tures to 

whole 

38. To show how our definition of absolute temperature is tempera- 
te be applied in practice take the following examples. Example 1. ^ 

— Any case in which the thermoraetric substance is part in one 
condition and the remainder in another of different density, as 
part solid and part vapour, or part solid and part liquid, or part 
liquid and part steam. In this last case, as explained above 
(§ 34 above), we suppose the stress to be uniform pressure in 
all directions. . 

Let p be its amount, and let t be the absolute temperature 
corresponding to this pressure. Let a be the ratio of the density 
of the rarer to that of the denser portion, p the density of the 
rarer portion, and Jk the quantity of work required to generate 
the heat taken to convert unit mass of the substance from the 
lower to the higher condition {fc being the latent heat of transi- 
tion from the lower to the higher condition per unit mass of the 
substance, and J the dynamical equivalent of the thermal unit 
in which k is measured). The work done by the substance in 
passing from the denser to the rarer condition per unit volume 
of the latter is p (1 — < 7 ), and the amount of work required to 
generate the heat taken in doing so is JpK, Hence the work- 
ratio of our second definition is 


(1 - q-) 

JpK 


(!)• 


Let now the pressure be increased by an infinitely small quantity 
dp, and, the substance being still in the two conditions but of 
uniform temperature throughout, let dt be the corresponding rise 
in temperature. We have by the definition (§ 37) 


* In the case of fall the elevation of temperature is to be regarded as negative; 

and in this case the ** work-ratio” is negative also. 
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dt _p (Ij- (t) ^ j 


Hence 

Hence by integration 


1 dt 
t* dp 


1 — <7 


jp 


fC 


or 


^ f 

cr — = I 

I 

p 

j Pa 


^ (1 — O') dp 


JpK 


Po 

(l-a)fZp 

JpK. 


t^U 



(S). 


39. Fig. 6 represents a thermometer constructed to show 
absolute temperature on the plan of Example 1, § 38 above, 
realised for the case of water and vapour of water as thermometric 
substance. The containing vessel consists of a tube with cylindric 
bulb like an ordinary thermometer; but, unlike an ordinary 
thermometer, tiie tube is bent in the manner shown in the 
drawing. The tube may be of from 1 to 2 or 3 millims. bore, and 
the cylindrical part of the bulb of about ten times as much. The 
length of the cylindrical part of the bulb may be rather more 
than 1/100 of the length of the straight part of the tube. The 
contents, water and vapour of water, are to be put in and the 
glass hermetically sealed to enclose them, with the utmost pre- 
cautions to obtain pure water as thoroughly freed from air as 
possible, after better than the best manner of instrument makers 
in making cryophoruses and water hammers. The quantity of 
water left in at the sealing must be enough to fill the cylindrical 
part of the bulb and the horizontal branch of the tube. When in 
use the straight part of the tube must be vertical with its closed 
end up, and the part of it occupied by the manometric water- 
column must be kept at a nearly enough definite temperature 
by a surrounding glass jacket-tube of iced water. This glass jacket- 
tube is wide enough to allow little lumps of ice to be dropped into 
it from its upper end, which is open. By aid of an india-rubber 
tube connected with its lower end, and a little movable cistern, 
as shown in the drawing, the level of the water in the jacket is 
kept from a few inches above to a quarter of an inch below that 
of the interior manometric column. Thus, by dropping in lumps 
of ice so as always to keep some unmelted ice floating in the 
water of the jacket, it is easy to keep the temperature of the top 
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of the manometric water-column exactly at 
the freezing temperature. As we shall see 
presently, the manometric water below its 
free surface may be at any temperature 
from freezing to 10° C. above freezing with- 
out more than 1/40 per cent, of hydrostatic 
error. The temperature in the vapour-space 
above the liquid column may be either freez- 
ing or anything higher. It ought not to be 
lower than freezing, because, if it were so, 
vapour would condense as hoar frost on the 
glass, and evaporation from the top of the 
liquid column would either cryophoruswise 
freeze the liquid there, or would cool it below 
the freezing point. 

40. The chief object of keeping the 
top of the manometric column exactly at 
the freezing point is to render perfectly 
definite and constant the steam pressure 
in the space above it. 

A second object of considerable im- 
portance when the bore of the tube is so 
small as one millimetre is to give constancy 
to the capillary tension of the surface of the 
water. The elevation by capillary attraction 
of ice-cold water in a tube of one millimetre 
bore is about 7 millims. The constancy of 
temperature provided by the surrounding 
iced water will be more than sufiicient to 
prevent any perceptible error due to in- 
equality of this effect. To avoid error from 
capillary attraction the bore of the tube 
ought to be very uniform, if it is so small 
as one millimetre. If it be three millimetres 



Fig. 6. 


or more, a very rough approach to uniformity would suffice. 

A third object of the iced-water jacket, and one of much more 
importance than the second is to give accuracy to the hydrostatic 
measurement by keeping the density of the water throughout the 
long vertical branch definite and constant. But the density of 
water at the freezing point is only 1/40 per cent, less than the 
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maximum density, and is the same as the density at 8° C. ; and 
therefore when 1 /40 per cent, is an admissible error on our thermo- 
metric pressure, the density will be nearly enough constant with 
any temperature from 0° to 10*" C. throughout the column. But 
on account of the first object mentioned above the very top of the 
water column must be kept with exceeding exactness at the 
freezing temperature. 

41. In this instrument the thermometric substance ” (§ 34 
above) is the water and vapour of water in the bulb, or more 
properly speaking the portions of water and vapour of water in- 
finitely near their separating interface. The rest of the water 
is merely a means of measuring hydrostatically the fluid pressure 
at the interface. When the temperature is so high as to make 
the pressure too great to be conveniently measured by a water 
column, the hydrostatic measurement may be done, as shown in 
the annexed drawing (fig. 7), by a mercury column in a glass tube, 



IRON 0*2 CM. B02C 


Fig. 7. 

surrounded by a glass water-jacket not shown in the drawing, to 
keep it very accurately at some definite temperature so that the 
density of the mercury may be accurately known. 
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The simple form of steam thermometer represented with 
figured dimensions in fig. 6 will be very convenient for practical 
use for temperatures from freezing to 60° C. Through this range 
the pressure of water-steam, reckoned in terms of the balancing 
column of water of maximum density, increases (Table V.) from 
6*25 to 202*3 centimetres; and for this therefore a tube of a little 
more than 2 metres will suffice. From 60° to 140° C. the pressure 
of steam now reckoned in terms of the length of a balancing 
column of mercury at 0° increases from 14*88 to 271*8 centimetres; 
and for this a tube of 280 centimetres may be provided. For 
higher temperatures a longer column, or several columns, as in the 
multiple manometer, or an accurate air pressure-gauge, or some 
other means, such as a very accurate instrument constructed on 
the principle of Bourdon’s metallic pressure-gauge, may be em- 
ployed, so as to allow us still to use water and vapour of water 
as thermometric substance. 

42. At 230° 0., the superior limit of Regnault’s high- 
pressure steam experiments, the pressure is 27*53 atmos, but 
there is no need for limiting our steam thermometer to this 
temperature and pressure. Suitable means can easily be found 
for measuring with all needful accuracy much higher pressures 
than 27 atmos. But at so high a temperature as 140° 0., vapour 
of mercury measured by a water column, as shown in the diagram 
(fig. 8), becomes available for purposes for which one millimetre 
to the degree is a sufficient sensibility. The mercury-steam- 
pressure thermometer, with pressure measured by water-column, 
of dimensions shown in the drawing, serves from 140° to 280° C., 
and will have very ample sensibility through the upper half of its 
scale. At 280° C. its sensibility will be about 4f centimetres to the 
degree ! For temperatures above 280° C. sufficient sensibility for 
most purposes is obtained by substituting mercury for water in 
that simplest form of steam thermometer shown in fig. 6, in which 
the pressure of the steam is measured by a column of the liquid 
itself kept at a definite temperature. When the liquid is mercury 
there is no virtue in the particular temperature 0° C., and a stream 
of water as nearly as may be of atmospheric temperature will be 
the easiest as well as the most accurate way of keeping the 
mercury at a definite temperature. As the pressure of mercury 
steam is at all ordinary atmospheric temperatures quite imper- 
ceptible to the hydrostatic test when mercury itself is the balancing 
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liquid, that which was the chief reason for fixing the temperature 
at the interface between liquid and vapour at the top of the 
pressure-measuring column when the balancing liquid was water 
(§ 40 above) has no weight in the present case ; but, on the other 
hand, a much more precise definiteness than the ten degrees 



Pig. 8. 


latitude allowed in the former case for the temperature of the 
main length of the manometric column is now necessary. In fact, 
a change of temperature of 2*2° 0. in mercury at any atmospheric 
temperature produces about the same proportionate change of den- 
sity as is produced in water by a change of temperature from 0° to 
lO'^C., that is to say, about 1/20 per cent.; but there is no diffi- 
culty in keeping, by means of a w^ater jacket, the mercury column 
constant to some definite temperature within a vastly smaller 
margin of error than 2*2° C., especially if we choose for the definite 
temperature something near the atmospheric temperature at the 
time, or the temperature of whatever abundant water supply may 
be available. If the vertical tube for the pressure-measuring 
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mercury column be 830 centimetres long, the simple mercury- 
steam thermometer may be used up to 520° C., the highest tempe- 
rature reached by Regnault in his experiments (Table V. below) 
on mercury-steam. By using an iron bulb and tube for the part 
of the thermometer exposed to the high temperature, and for the 
lower part of the measuring column to within a few metres of its 
top, with glass for the upper part to allow the mercury to be seen, 
a mercury-steam-pressure thermometer can with great ease be 
made which shall be applicable for temperatures giving pressures 
up to as many atmospheres as can be measured by the vertical 
height available. The apparatus may of course be simplified by 
dispensing with the Torricellian vacuum at the upper end of the 
tube, and opening the tube to the atmosphere, when the steam- 
pressure to be measured is so great that a rough and easy baro- 
meter observation gives with sufficient accuracy the air-pressure 
at the top of the measuring column. The easiest, and not neces- 
sarily in practice the least accurate, way of measuring very high 
pressures of mercury-steam will be by enclosing some air above 
the cool pressure-measuring column of mercury, and so making 
it into a compressed-air pressure-gauge, it being understood that 
the law of compression of the air under the pressures for which 
it is to be used in the gauge is known by accurate independent 
experiments such as those of Regnault on the compressibility of 
air and other gases. 

43. The water-steam thermometer may be used, but some- 
what precariously, for temperatures below the freezing point, be- 
cause water, especially when enclosed and protected as the portion 
of it in the bulb of our thermometer is, may be cooled many degrees 
below its freezing point without becoming frozen : but, not to 
speak of the uncertainty or instability of this peculiar condition 
of water, the instrument would be unsatisfactory on account of in- 
sufficient thermometric sensibility for temperatures more than 
two or three degrees below the freezing point. Hence, to make 
a steam thermometer for such temperatures some other substance 
than water should be taken, and none seem better adapted 
for the purpose than sulphurous acid, which, in the apparatus 
represented with figured dimensions in the accompanying diagram 
(fig. 9), makes an admirably convenient and sensitive thermo- 
meter for temperatures from + 20° to something far below 
T. III. 11 
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— 30° C., as we see from the results of Regnault’s measurements 
(Table VIII. below). 

44. To sum up, we have in §§ 89 — 43 above, 
a complete series of steam-pressure thermometers, 
of sulphurous acid, of water, and of mercury, 
adapted to give absolutely definite and highly 
sensitive thermometric indications throughout the 
wide range from something much below — 30° to 
considerably above 520° of the centigrade scale. 

The graduation of the scales of these thermometers 
to show absolute temperature is to be made by cal- 
culation from formula (3) of § 38 above, when the 
requisite experimental data, that is to say, the 
values of er and pK for different values of jo through- 
out the range for which each substance is to be 
used as thermometric fluid are available. Hitherto 
these requisites have not been given by direct 
experiment for any one of the three substances 
with sufficient accuracy for our thermometric 
purpose through any range whatever. Water, 
naturally, is the one for which the nearest ap- 
proach to the requisite information has been 
obtained. For it Regnault's experiments have 
given, no doubt with great accuracy, the values 
of p (the steam pressure) and of k (the latent 
heat of steam per unit mass) for all temperatures 
reckoned by his normal air thermometer, which 
we now regard merely as an arbitrary scale of tem- 
perature, through the range from — 30® to + 230°. 

If he, or any other experimenter, had given us with 
similar accuracy through the same range, the 
values of p (the density of steam) and cr (the ratio of the density 
of steam to the density of water in contact with it), for tempera- 
tures reckoned on the same arbitrary scale, we should h^ve all the 
data from experiment required for the graduation of our water- 
steam thermometer to absolute thermodynamic scale. For it is 
to be remarked that all reckoning of temperature is eliminated 
from the second member of formula (3) of § 38 above, and that in 
our use of it Regnault's normal thermometer has merely been 
referred to for the values of p/c and of 1 — o*, which correspond to 
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stated values of p. The arbitrary constant of integration, is 
truly arbitrary. It will be convenient to give it such a value 
that the difference of values of t between the freezing point of 
water and the temperature for which p is equal to one atmo shall 
be 100, as this makes it agree with the centigrade scale in respect 
to the difference between the numbers measuring the tempera- 
tures which on the centigrade scale are marked 0° and 100° 0. 
We shall see (§ 56 below) that indirectly by means of ex- 
periments on hydrogen gas this assignation of the arbitrary 
constant of integration would give 273 for the absolute tempe- 
rature 0° C., and 373 for that of 100° C. Meantime, as said 
above, we have not the complete data from direct experiments 
even on water-steam for graduating the water-steam thermo- 
meter; but on the other hand we have, from experiments on 
air and on hydrogen and other gases, data which allow us to 
graduate indirectly any continuous intrinsic thermoscope (§ 19 
above) according to the absolute scale ; and we shall see that by 
thus indirectly graduating the water-steam thermometer, we learn 
the density of steam at different temperatures more accurately 
than it has hitherto been made known by any direct experiments 
on water-steam itself. 

45. Merely viewed as a continuous intrinsic thermoscope, 
the steam thermometer, in one or other of the forms described 
above to suit different parts of the entire range from the lowest 
temperatures to temperatures somewhat above 520° C., is no doubt 
superior, in the conditions for accuracy specified in § 16 above, to 
every other thermoscope of any of the different kinds hitherto in 
use ; and it may be trusted more surely for accuracy than any other 
as a thermometric standard, when once it has been graduated ac- 
cording to the absolute scale, whether by practical experiments 
on steam, or indirectly by experiments on air or other gases. In 
fact the use of steam-pressure, measured in definite units of 
pressure, as a thermoscopic effect in the steam thermometer, is 
simply a continuous extension to every temperature of the prin- 
ciple already practically adopted for fixing the temperature which 
is called 100° on the centigrade scale ; and it stands on precisely 
the same theoretical footing as an air thermometer, or a mercury- 
in-glass thermometer, or an alcohol thermometer, or a methyl 
butyrate thermometer, in respect to the graduation of its scale 
according to absolute temperature. Any one intrinsic thermoscope 

11—2 
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may be so graduated ideally by thermodynamic experiments on 
the substance itself without the aid of any other thermometer or 
any other thermometric substance; but the steam-pressure thermo- 
meter has the great practical advantage over all others except the 
air thermometer, that these experiments are easily realizable with 
great accuracy ; instead of being, though ideally possible, hardly 
to be considered possible as a practical means of attaining to 
thermodynamic thermometry. In fact, for water-steam it is only 
the most easily obtained of experimental data, the measurement 
of the density of the steam at different pressures, that has not 
already been actually obtained by direct experiment. Whether 
or not, when this lacuna has been filled up by direct experiments, 
the data from water-steam alone may yield more accurate thermo- 
dynamic thermometry than we have at present from the hydrogen 
or nitrogen gas thermometer (§§ 64 — 69 below), we are unable at 
present to judge. But when once we have the means, directly 
from itself, or indirectly from comparison with hydrogen or 
nitrogen or air thermometers, of graduating once for all a sul- 
phurous acid steam thermometer, a water-steam thermometer, or 
a mercury-steam thermometer, that is to say, when once we have 
a table of the absolute thermodynamic temperatures corresponding 
to the different steam pressures of the substances sulphurous acid, 
water, and mercury, we have a much more accurate and more 
easily reproducible standard than either the air or gas thermo- 
meter of any form, or the mercury thermometer, or any liquid 
thermometer, can give. In fact, the series of steam thermo- 
meters for the whole range from the lowest temperatures can 
be reproduced with the greatest ease in any part of the world 
by a person commencing with no other material than a piece 
of sulphur and air to burn it in* some pure water, and some 
pure mercury, and with no other apparatus than can be made 
by a moderately skilled glass-blower, and with no other standard 
of physical measurement of any kind than an accurate linear 
measure. He may assume the force of gravity to be that 
calculated for his latitude, with the ordinary rough allowance 
for his elevation above the sea, and his omission to measure 
with higher accuracy the actual force of gravity in his locality 

* Practically, the best ordinary chemical means of preparing sulphurous acid, 
as from sulphuric acid by heating with copper, might be adopted in preference to 
burning sulphur. 
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can lead him into no thermometric error which is not in- 
comparably less than the inevitable errors in the reproduction 
and use of the air thermometer, or of mercury or other liquid 
thermometers. In temperatures above the highest for which 
mercury-steam pressure is not too great to be practically available, 
nothing hitherto invented but Deville's air thermometer with hard l>eville’s 
porcelain bulb suited to resist the high temperature is available pyro- 
for accurate thermometry. meter. 

46. We have given the steam thermometer as our first 
example of thermodynamic thermometry, because intelligence in 
thermodynamics has been hitherto much retarded, and the student 
unnecessarily perplexed, and a mere quicksand has been given as 
a foundation for thermometry, by building from the beginning on 
an ideal substance called perfect gas, with none of its properties 
realized rigorously by any real substance, and with some of them 
unknown, and utterly unassignable, even by guess. But after 
having been moved by this reason to give the steam-pressure 
thermometer as our first theoretical example, we have been led 
into the preceding carefully detailed examination of its practical 
qualities, and we have thus become convinced that though hitherto 
used in scientific investigations only for fixing the '' boiling point,” 
and (through an inevitable natural selection) by practical en- 
gineers for knowing the temperatures of their boilers by the 
pressures indicated by the Bourdon gauge, it is destined to be of 
great service both in the strictest scientific thermometry and as 
a practical thermometer for a great variety of useful applications. 

47. Example 2 (including Example 1, § 38 above). — Any case 
in which the stress is uniform pressure in all directions. 

Let p and v denote the pressure and volume. The condition 
of the substance (single, double, or triple, as the case may be) is 
determinate when p and v are given, and it will therefore be 
spoken of shortly as the condition (j), v). Let e be the energy 
which must be communicated to the substance to bring it from 
any conveniently defined zero condition (p^, to any condition 
whatever {p^ v), Kemark that e is a function of the two inde- 
pendent variables p, v to be found by experiment, and that the 
finding of it by experiment is a perfectly determinate practical 
problem, which can be carried out without the aid of any thermo- 
scope, and without any consideration whatever relating to tern- 
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Operation 
called 
adiabatic 
compres- 
sion by 
Kankine. 


peratiire. We shall see in fact that accurate practical solutions 
of it for many different substances have been obtained by experi- 
ment. The absolute temperature t is also a function of p and v 
to be also determined by experiment, according to the equivalent 
definitions of §§ 35 and 37 above. Let heat be communicated to 
the substance so as to cause its volume to increase by dvy the 
pressure being kept constant. The energy of the body will be 
augmented by 


At the same time the body in expanding and pressing out the 
matter around it does work to the extent of 


p.dv 


,( 4 ). 


Hence the whole work required to generate the heat given to it 
amounts to 



dv 


(5). 


Hence the ratio of (4) to (5), or 

JL 


de 


•( 6 ), 


is the work-ratio ” of § 37 above. Hence by the definition 

di 


T~ 


olp p _ 
p de ^ 
dv 


dp 

de 

dv^ ^ 


( 7 ), 


where Dt denotes the change of temperature produced by aug- 
menting the pressure by dp, and at the same time preventing the 
substance from either giving heat to or taking heat from the sur- 
rounding matter. To express this last condition analytically, let 
dv be the augmentation of volume (negative, of course, if dp be 
positive) which it implies. The work done on the substance by 
the pressure from without is --pdv, and the energy of the sub- 
stance is augmented by just this amount, because of the condition 
to be expressed. Hence 

de . de 
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whence 


and so we have 






Eliminating Dt/dp from this by (7) we find 
, / . de\ dt de dt 


. ( . de\ dt de dt 

<“>■ 


48, This is a linear partial differential equation of the first 
order for the determination of t, supposing, as we do for the 
present, that e is a known function of p and v. The following 
graphical illustration of the well-known analytical process for 
finding the complete solutions of such equations shows exactly 
how much towards determination of temperature can be done 

dc 

with no other data from experiment than the values of ^ and 
de . 

y- as functions of p and v, and what additional information is 


required to fully determine t 

First remark that (11) is the condition that j be a factor ren- 

dering ^ j dv -^dp ^ complete differential of a function* 

of two independent variables p and v. Let ^ be this function, — 
that is to say, let 0 be such that 


* This function is of great importance in practical thermodynamics : multiplied by 
to, it is equal to the excess of the energy of the substance above its motivity. Motivity 
(defined in paper “ On Thermodynamic Motivity, ’* Phil, Mag, May, 1879 [Art. l. Vol. I. 
above]) is the amount of work obtainable by letting the substance pass from the 
state (p, v) in which it is given to the zero condition (poy Vq), without either taking 
in heat from or giving out heat to matter at any other temperature than Iq. 


Called 

thermo- 

dynamic 

function 

by 

Bankine, 
called en- 
tropy by 
Clausius 
and sub- 
sequent 
writers. 
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d6 1 / , de\ , d6 Ide 
de de 


Called 

adiabaticB 

by 

Bankine, 

isentrop- 

ios by 

Willard 

Gibbs. 

Complete 

diagram of 

adiabatics 

drawn. 


Then every solution of the differential equation 

^de 

dp ^ dv 

dv~ ^ ^ ’ 

dp 

renders ^ constant, and conversely, every series of values of p 
and V which renders ^ constant, constitutes a solution of (13). 
Now this differential equation may be solved graphically by taking 
p and V as rectangular coordinates of a point in a plane, and draw- 
ing the whole series of curves which satisfy it as follows. Com- 
mence with any point and calculate for its values of p and v the 
^ value of the second member of (13). Draw through this point 
an infinitesimal line in the direction of the tangent to the curve 

given by the value so found for With the altered values of p 
and V corresponding to the other end of this infinitesimal line, 
calculate a fresh value of and continue the curve in the 


Completed 
solution of 


slightly altered direction thus found, and so on. Take another 
point anywhere infinitesimally near this curve but not in it, and 
draw by a similar process the curve through it satisfying the 
equation. Take a third point infinitely near this second curve, 
and draw through it a third curve satisfying (13), and so on till 
the whole area of values p, possible for the substance in question, 
is filled with a series of curves one of which passes through, or 
infinitely nearly through, every point of the area. Assign arbi- 
trarily a particular value of ^ to each of these curves; then 

graphically find and ~ for any or every value of p and v. 

Then either of the two second forms of equation (12) gives us 
explicitly a value of t for any values whatever of p and v. 

49. The solution for t thus obtained involves the arbitrary 
assumption of a particular value of 0 for each one of the series of 
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curves which we have determinately traced. Hence, to render t 
wholly determinate, something more must be given than e as a 
function of p and v. Now the only thing that can be given 
respecting temperature for any particular substance before we 
have a thermometric scale is the relation subsisting between 
p and V when the temperature is constant. This relation can, 
with merely a single -temperature -thermoscope (§ 15 above), in 
addition to dynamical instruments, be determined for some one 
particular temperature ; and this, if e be known for every value 
of p and V, is the only additional knowledge required for the 
determination of t for every value of p and v. For let p = f{v) 
be the relation between p and v for some one particular tem- 
perature, If by this we eliminate p from (12) we find 


differ- 
ential 
equation 
for t with 
one arbi- 
trary 
function. 


dv 


If-,. de~ 

=r.L-^«+3;J 


■(!♦); 


Arbitrary 
function 
of the 
analytical 
solution 
deter- 
mined by 
experi- 
ment. 


where when p=f{v), becomes a known function of v alone. 
Hence by integration we find 


,j> = }[F{v) + G] (15), 

where F denotes a known function and C an arbitrary constant. Completed 

Now trace the curve p = f{v) on our diagram. It must generally 

cut every one of the previously drawn determinate series of curves, absolute 

Hence equation (15), with two arbitrarily assigned constants ture from 

and Oy gives determinately the value of 6 for every one of the 

° ^ experi- 

diagram of curves, and thus is determined for every value of p ment. 
and V. Either of equations (12) then gives t determinately as a 
function of p and Vy with only the value arbitrary. The infor- 
mation from experiment, regarding the properties of the thermo- 
metric substance, on which this determination is founded, consists 
of a knowledge of the relation between p and v for any one tem- 
perature, and of the value oie — e^ for all values of py Vy (e^ denoting 
the unknown value of e for some particular values p^v^. Although, 
theoretically, this information is attainable by purely dynamical 
operations and measurements, with no other thermal guidance or 
test than that afforded by a single-temperature-intrinsic-thermo- 
scope (§15 above), the whole of it has not in fact been explicitly 
obtained for any one substance. But less than the whole of it 
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suffices to make a perfect absolute thermometer of any given 
substance. 

50. For this purpose it is not necessary to find t for all 
values of p and v\ it is enough to know it for all values mutually 
related in any manner convenient for thermometric practice. For 
example, if we could find t for every value of v with p constant 
at some one particular chosen value, — this would give a “ constant 
pressure ” absolute thermometer. Or again, if we find t for every 
value of p with v kept constant, — this would give us a “ constant 
volume” absolute thermometer. Let us now examine into the 
restricted dynamical and thermoscopic investigations upon any 
particular substance, which will suffice to allow us to make of it 
a standard absolute thermometer of one or other of these species. 

51. Dynamical and thermoscopic investigation required to 
graduate, according to the absolute scale, a constant-pressure ther- 
mometer of any particular fluid. — Let a large quantity of fluid be 
given, and let proper mechanical means be taken to cause it to 
flow slowly and uniformly through a pipe, in one short length of 
which there is a fixed porous plug. If, as is the case with common 
air, nitrogen, oxygen, carbonic acid, and no doubt many other 
gases, the fluid leaves the plug cooler than it enters it, let there 
be a paddle in the stream flowing from the plug, and let this 
paddle be turned so as to stir the fluid and cause the temperature, 
when the rapids are fairly past and the eddies due to the stirring 
subsided, to be the same as in the stream flowing towards the 
plug. When, as in the case of hydrogen and of all ordinary 
fluids, the stream flows away from the plug warmer than it entered 
it, let a uniform stream of water be kept flowing in a separate 
canal outside the tube round a portion of it in which the internal 
flow is from the plug, and by this means let the temperature of 
the internal fluid be brought to equality with that which it had 
on entering the plug. By a separate thermodynamic experiment 
find how much work would have to be spent in stirring the 
external stream of water by a paddle to warm it as much as it is 
warmed by conduction from the internal fluid across the separating 
tube. Returning now to the internal fluid flowing towards and 
from the plug, let p-\-hp be the pressure in the steady stream 
approaching the disturbed region, and p the pressure in the steady 
stream flowing from the disturbed region; and let hv be the 
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quantity of work done by the paddle per unit of mass of the 
fluid passing by, reckoned positive in the first case, that namely 
in which the paddle compensates a cooling effect experienced in 
passing through the porous plug. In the second case — 8w (in 
this case a positive quantity) must denote the work done by 
the paddle upon the supposed external stream of water in the 
separate thermodynamic experiment. It is to be reckoned per 
unit mass of the internal fluid, irrespectively of the rate of flow 
of the external water. Let t denote the temperature of the fluid 
according to the thermodynamic scale, and let St denote the 
infinitely small change of temperature which it must experience 
to produce an infinitesimal expansion from volume v to volume 
+ Si; under constant pressure. We have 


V dt 
t dv 


1 

1 +- — 


( 16 ). 


Proof , — Let v -i- Sv, v, and e + Se, e, be respectively the amounts 
of the volume and of the energy of the fluid per unit mass, in 
the tranquil stream before and after passing the disturbed region. 
The work done by an ideal piston pressing the fluid in towards 
the disturbed region is {p -f Sp) (v -f Sv), and the work done by the 
emergent stream upon an ideal piston moving before it is pv, each 
reckoned per unit of mass, of the fluid. The whole work done 
on the fluid per unit mass by these ideal pistons is pSv^vSp; 
add to this Sw done by the paddle, and we find that, on the whole, 
an amount of work equal to pSv + vSp + Sw is done on the fluid 
in passing through the disturbed region. Hence e exceeds e + Se 
by this amount ; that is to say, 


— Se =^pSv + vSp -f Sw, 


( 17 ). 


Now the paddle and plug together act so as to render the tem- 
peratures equal in the tranquil streams at pressures p and p + Sp, 
But if there were change of temperature its analytical expression 
would be 



Hence Sv and Sp are so proportioned as to make this vanish. 
That is to say, we have 
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dt 

= (19); 

dv 

and we have 

hence (17) divided by 8^ becomes 

dt dt 

de dp de dp ^ hw 

^ ‘ 

dv dv 

Using this in (11) we find 

t Bw 

5-“+^ (2*)' 

dv 


Dividing (21) by Vy and taking the reciprocal of both members, we 
have the equation (16) which was to be proved. 

52. Now if for any particular fluid at some one given pres- 
sure p, with infinitesimal excess Bp above this pressure for the 
higher pressure in the thermodynamic experiment, we find neither 
heating nor cooling effect in passing through the porous plug, the 
paddle has nothing to do ; that is, Bw = 0. If, with always the 
same pressure j), but with different values of v, that is to say, with 
the fluid given at different temperatures, but with pressures in- 
finitely nearly the same, we always find the same result, Bio = 0, it 
follows from (16) that for this particular fluid at the particular 
pressure of the experiment, and for all the temperatures of the 


experiment, we have 

V dt ^ 

t dv 

(22). 

Hence by integration 

t = Cv 

(23). 


Hence we infer that with this fluid for thermometric substance, 
^with the particular pressure of the experiment, and throughout the 
range of temperatures for which experiment has given us Bw = 0, 
absolute temperature is shown on a scale graduated and numbered 
in simple proportion to the whole volume of the fluid. 
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53. If the thermodynamic test repeated for the same fluid at 
different pressures gives still the same result, we have, for all 
pressures and temperatures within the range for which the sup- 
posed result Sw = 0 has been found by the experiment, 

t=f(p) V (24); 

where f{p) denotes the quantity which depends only on the pres- 
sure of the fluid and is independent of its density. 

54. J oule and Thomson’s experiments on the thermal effects 
of fluids in motion* showed that for pressures of from one to five 
or six atmos hydrogen gas, common air, nitrogen, oxygen, and 
carbonic acid, all somewhat approximately fulfil the condition of 
passing through the porous plug without change of temperature, — 
hydrogen much more approximately, carbonic acid much less ap- 
proximately, than any of the others. Hence we infer that absolute 
temperature is somewhat approximately proportional to the volume 
of the fluid, if any one of these gases be used as the thermometric 
fluid in a constant-pressure thermometer. We shall presently see 
that the requisite correction of this statement for the case of 
hydrogen is so small as to be almost within the limits of accuracy 
of the most accurate thermometric usage. 

55. In the case of common air, nitrogen, oxygen, and car- 
bonic acid, the experiments showed a slight cooling effect upon 
the fluid in passing through the porous plug ; in the case of hydro- 
gen, a much smaller heating efiect. According to the rigorous 
dynamical form of our statement of § 51 above, we have no right 
to measure these heating and cooling effects on any scale of tem- 
perature, as we have not yet formed a thermometric scale. And it 
is interesting to remark that in point of fact the thermodynamic 
experiment described in that section involves the use of a differen- 
tial thermoscope (§13 above) and not of any intrinsic thermoscope 
at all ; and in respect to this requisite it may be contrasted with 
the thermodynamic investigation of § 49 previously, which involved 
the use, not of any continuous thermoscope, but only of a single- 
temperature intrinsic thermoscope (§ 14 above). Now, instead of 
reckoning on any therinometric scale the cooling effect or the 
heating effect of passage through the plug, we have to measure the 
quantity of work (Bw) required to annul it, in the case of the 

* Transactions Royal Society, June 1853, June 1854, June 1860, and June 1862 
[Art. xLix. Vol. I. above]. 
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majority of gases ; and in the case of hydrogen, instead of reckon- 
ing on any thermometric scale the heating effect, we have to 
measure — 8w as explained in § 51. The experiments as actually 
made by Joule and Thomson simply gave the cooling effects and 
heating effects shown by mercury thermometers in the tranquil 
stream towards and from the plug; but the very thennometers 
that were used had been used by Joule in his original experiments 
determining the dynamical equivalent of heat, and again in his 
later experiments by which for the first time the specific heat of 
air at constant pressure was measured with sufficient accuracy for 
our present purpose. Hence by putting together different experi- 
ments which had actually been made with those thermometers of 
Joule’s, the operation of measuring Bw, at all events for the case of 
air, was virtually completed. Thus according to our present view 
the mercury thermometers are merely used as a step in aid of the 
measurement of Bw, and their scales may be utterly arbitrary, 
provided we know the quantity of work required to raise unit mass 
of any of the fluids concerned through the particular differences of 
temperature actually shewn by the thermometers in the Joule and 
Thomson experiment. The best way of doing this of course is to 
take advantage of the best measurements, that is to say, Regnault’s, 
of the thermal capacity of air at constant pressure, and then to 
calculate according to Joule’s own measurement the dynamical 
equivalent of the heat required to warm water through one degree 
of his own thermometers. 


56. Let K be the thermal capacity, pressure constant, of the 
fluid experimented on, J the d 3 Hiamical equivalent of the thermal 
unit, and Bt the cooling effect (reckoned negative when the effect 
is rise of temperature), as measured by Joule’s thermometers. We 
have 


Bw = JKBt 

Hence (16) becomes 

vdt _ 1 

Idv - JK Bt 
V Bp 


(25) . 

(26) . 


The experiment showed Bt to be simply proportional to Bp not 
merely for an infinitesimal difference of pressures but for pressures 
up to 5 or 6 atmos. For the case of hydrogen* the heating effect 


* Joule and Thomson, Transactiotut Boyal Society, June 1860 [Art. xlix. Vol. I. 
above]. 
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observed amounted, per 100 inches of mercury, to 100 of a degree 
centigrade at temperatures of 4° or 6° centigrade, and to 155 of a 
degree centigrade at temperatures of from 89° to 93° centigrade. 
The investigation was not carried out in sufficient detail to give 
any law of variation of this effect with temperature, and it was not 
even absolutely proved to be greater for the higher than for the 
lower temperature. In the circumstances we may take the mean 
of the results for the higher and lower temperatures, say 13 per 
100 inches of mercury, or *039 per atmo. Hence if 11 denotes the 
force per unit of area in the pressure called “ one atmo,” we have 


Hence 


St _ -039 

Sp" H ’ 

V dt __ 1 

t dv 1 — OSdJK/tiv 

dt __ dv 

J~v-m9JK/U^ 


(27). 


which gives by integration 

t -039 JKIU) (28). 

The arbitrary constant G depends on the unit adopted for tempera- 
ture. Let this be such that the difference of temperature between 
freezing and boiling is 100 (which will make our arbitrary scale 
agree with the ordinary centigrade scale in respect to the difference 
between these two temperatures). Denote now by t^ the absolute 
temperature corresponding to 0° C. The absolute temperature 
corresponding to 100° C. will be t^ + 100. Denote also by and 
for the same two temperatures, the bulks of unit mass of 
hydrogen at any constant pressure within the limits of Joule and 
Thomson's experiments, say, from one to five or six atmos. Then 
by dividing the value of each member of (28) for 0° 0. by the 
difference of its values for 0° and 100°, we find 


Hence 


t, ^v, -- 0S9JK/U 

100 Vjoo Vq 

t,= '^{l-'03QJKinv,) 


(29). 


(30); 


where E denotes the expansion of hydrogen, pressure constant, 
from 0° to 100° 0. in terms of its volume at 0°, that is to say. 




«100 - % 


D, 


( 31 ). 
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Let F, denote what the volume would be at 0° 0. if the pressure 
were 11 instead of the actual pressure p. We have 

= (32). 

Regnault finds {Experiences, vol. ii. p. 122) that the value of 
K/U. for hydrogen agrees within 1/2 per cent, with its value for 
common air ; and for common air he finds K = *238. Thus with 
423*5 for the value of J in metres (§ 9 above) we find JK = 100*79 
metres. And Regnault’s observations on the density of air give for 
n (or the height of the homogeneous atmosphere at 0° C.) 7990 
metres. Hence for common air, and therefore also for hydrogen, 
JKJIIVq = *0126 ; and thus (32) becomes 


t 


0 



(33), 


with c = — ‘00049 for hydrogen. For this gas expanding under 
constant pressure of one atmo Regnault found [ExpeHences, vol. i. 

p. 80) jF = -36613, which gives ^=273-13. Hence (33), with 


% = ^ 0 , gives 
that is to say: — 


t, = 273’00 


(34) ; 


57. We conclude from Regnault's observations on the expan- 
sion of hydrogen from O'" to lOO"" C. under a constant pressure of 
one atmo, and from the small heating effect discovered in Joule 
and Thomson's experiments on the forcing of hydrogen through a 
porous plug, that the absolute temperature of melting ice is 
273*00°, if the unit or degree of absolute temperature is so chosen 
as to make the difference one hundred between the temperatures 
of melting ice and of water with steam at one atmo of pressure. 


58. An almost identical number for that most important 
physical constant, the absolute temperature of melting ice, is 
obtained from observations on common air, and a not very different 
number from observations on carbonic acid, the only two gases besides 
hydrogen for which Regnault {Experiences, vol. i. p. 90) measured 
the expansion under constant pressure, and for which Joule and 
Thomson made their experiment on the thermal effect of passaoe 
through a porous plug. For each of these two gases the thermal 
effect observed was a lowering of temperature, and was found 
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to vary at different temperatures very nearly in the inverse 
proportion of the square of temperature C., by mercury thermo- 
meter, with 273 added. Hence nearly enough for use in the 
small term of the denominator of (26) we have, for air and 
carbonic acid, 


& 

Sp 




u y H’ 


(35), 


where t denotes as before absolute temperature, and A the amount 
of the cooling effect per atmo of difference of pressures on the two 
sides of the plug, at the temperature of melting ice. The values of 
A found for common air and carbonic acid are *275 and 1*388. 
Regnault {Experiences, vol. ii p. 126) finds JK/UV^ greater for 
carbonic acid than for common air in the ratio of 1*39 to 1 on the 
average of temperatures from 0° to 210*". But he found also that 
the specific heat of carbonic acid varies greatly with the tempera- 
ture ; and, taking the mean of the values which he finds for it at 
O'" and 100° {Exp^r, vol. ii. p. 130), as the proper mean for our 
present purpose we find for JKIUV^, a value 1*29 times its value 


Name of Gas. 

Expansion at 
one atmo 
according to 
Hcgnault. 

E, 

Proper mean^ 
cooling-effect 
of forcing 
through 
porous plug 
per atmo 
according to 
Joule and 
Thomson. 

M, 

Uncorrected 
estimate of 
absolute 
temperature 
of melting 
ice. 

100 

E ’ 

Correction 
calculated from 
cooling-effect. 

K ^nVa 

Resulting 
estimate of 
absolute^i 
temperature 
of melting 
ice. 

«o. 

Hydrogen 

■36613 

-0°-039 

273-13 

-0"-13 

273-00 

Air 

•36706 

-f0°*208 

272-44 

+0"-70 

273-14 

Carbonic acid . 

•37100 

-i-r-005 

269-5 

-1-4° -4 

273-9 


for common air. From these experimental results we find by the 
mathematical process below (§ 61) still the same approximate 
formula (33), but with c = + 0026 for common air and c = + *0163 
for carbonic acid. At constant pressure of one atmo Regnault’s 
measurements gave = *36706 for common air, and ^=*3710 for 
carbonic acid ; and dividing 100 by these decimals we find re- 
spectively 272*44 and 269*5. The corrections on these numbers 
by formula (33) to give the absolute temperature of freezing are 
accordingly -f*70 and -f 4*4, and the corresponding estimates for 
the required absolute temperature are 273*14 and 273*9. Bringing 

1 Investigated in § 61 below. 
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together the results in the three cases^ we see them conveniently 
in the preceding table. 

The close agreement of the results from hydrogen and common 
air is very satisfactory, and it is interesting to see it brought about 
with so large a correction calculated from the Joule and Thomson 
effect. It is also interesting to see the sevenfold larger correction 
of nearly 5° bringing so nearly the same result from the 1 per cent, 
larger expansion of carbonic acid. The ^ per cent, discrepance 
which remains between the results from carbonic acid and from 
hydrogen is not satisfactory, and requires explanation, particularly 
when we remark that, of five measurements by Eegnault (Ex- 
periences, vol. I. p, 84) of the expansion of carbonic acid under 

constant pressure of one atmo, all lie within ~ per cent, of the 

mean number ‘3710 which he has given, and we have taken, as his 
result. 

Notwithstanding that the Joule and Thomson correction is so 
much greater for common air than for hydrogen, the result from 
common air is probably the most trustworthy of the three, because 
both Regnault’s experiments and Joule and Thomson's were pro- 
bably more accurate for air than for either of the other two gases. 
The true result to one place of decimals may therefore be considered 
as most probably being 273*1°, but the probability that it is 
nearer 273*1° than 273*0° is scarcely enough to make it worth while 
to use in any ordinary thermodynamic calculations any otlier num- 
ber than 273°, which is exactly that found from hydrogen. 


Determi- 
nation of 
duty of 
perfect 
engine 
with 
source 
and refri- 
gerator 
at those 
tempera- 
tures. 


59. The real meaning of our result 273*1° for the absolute 
temperature of melting ice, expressed without any choice of degrees 
or units for temperature, is that the ratio of the temperature at 
which vapour of water has a pressure of one atmo to the tempera- 
ture at which ice melts is 373*1/273*1. Still another way of saying 
the same thing, this time eliminating all numerical reckoning of 
temperature, is as follows : — 

For every hundred units of heat converted into work 

BY A PERFECT THERMODYNAMIC ENGINE, 373*1 ARE TAKEN FROM 
THE SOURCE, AND 273*1 REJECTED TO THE REFRIGERATOR, IF THE 
TEMPERATURE OF THE SOURCE BE THAT AT WHICH STEAM OF 
WATER HAS A PRESSURE OF ONE ATMO, AND THE TEMPERATURE 
OF THE REFRIGERATOR THAT AT WHICH ICE MELTS, 
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60. Integration of differential equation (26), § 66 above, between 
volume and absolute temperature for a gas, derived from the Joule 
and Thomson experiment. 


Returning to § 56 we may v/rite equation (26) as follows : — 

4 -— 

For each of the five gases experimented on, namely, common air, 
oxygen, nitrogen, carbonic acid, hydrogen, the experiment showed 
that, for all pressures up to five or six atmos, htjbp was sensibly 
independent of the pressure, but that it varied very considerably 
with the temperature. Hence, if we put htjbp = 0/11, 0, which will 
thus denote the cooling effect per atmo of differential pressure, is a 
function of the temperature, and is independent of the whole pres- 
sure. With this notation (36) becomes 


dv 

^Jt 


— v = 


JK 

n 


0 . 


This is a linear equation in z with a second member, if for a 
moment wo put z = log t, Intogi*ating it, and replacing t, we find, 
as the complete integral, 


V — 


t 


Vq JK C^6dt\ 
Fo n Jt.Tj 


(37). 


61. Expansions of different gases, pressure constant, calculated 
from the Joule and Thomson experiment , We have from equation 
(37) 


% 


<0 I I 

i 


(38). 


For each of the gases experimented on, except hydrogen, 0 was 
found to vary nearly in the inverse ratio of Putting then 
0 = -4 {tjtf, we find 

Hence, for these gases at pressures from 0 to 6 or 6 atmos, (38) 
becomes 



This shows that the proper mean cooling effect {M in the table 
of § 58) is 


J2— 2 
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1 + 


= i(l + 


k 


100 + «o 

which differs so little from 

1 


UO0 + J 


A, 


1-3663’ 


i) ^ = -756^, 




1-3663* 

the arithmetic mean of the cooling effects at 0° and 100° C., that if 
we had simply taken the arithmetic mean for each of the other 
gases, as for want of knowing better we took it for hydrogen, the 
difference in the result would have been barely perceptible. 

62. Modifying (39) or (38) to suit any two temperatures, t, 
we have 


+ <“)• 


M denoting the proper mean cooling effect per atmo in the Joule 
and Thomson experiment (to be reckoned as negative in the case 
of hydrogen or any other gas, if there is any other, in which the ex- 
periment shows a heating effect). This “ proper mean may be 
taken as the arithmetic mean of the values for t and t\ unless 
t — considerably exceeds 100. 

To reduce (40) to numbers, let be the volume of unit mass 
of the gas when at the temperature of melting ice, and under one 
atmo of pressure, Kegnault (vol. ii. p. 303) finds that the value of 
KjVf^ is within 1 per cent, the same for oxygen, nitrogen, and 
hydrogen as for common air. He also (vol. ii. pp. 224 — 226) finds 
K to be the same for common air at from 1 to 12 atmos ; for 
hydrogen, 1 to 9 atmos ; for carbonic acid, 1 to 37 atmos. 

No doubt similar constancy would be found for oxygen and 
nitrogen. Hence, as above (§ 56), for common air we still have 
Jj5r/nFj, = ‘0126, and thus (40) becomes 

(l + “f («), 

V t \ V J (hydrogen, and nitrogen) ' 

If in this formula we take t and H for the temperatures of 100° C. 
and 0° C., {t — i)li becomes or *3662 ; and we therefoie find 

E = -3662 (l + -^ •0126Jlf) (42), 

which agrees with (33) above. 
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63. The values given by Joule and Thomson’s experiment 
for M are —0*039° for hydrogen, +0*208° for air, +0*253° for 
oxygen, and + 0*249° for nitrogen. 

From these and from the previous results for carbonic acid 
(§ 58) we have the following table for calculating the expansions 
from 0° C. to 100° C. of the gases named : — 


Name of Gas. Expansion under constant pressure (=Jy). 

Hydrogen *3662 (1 — 0*00049 VJv^^ 

Common air *3662 (1 + 0*0026 VJv^ 

Oxygen *3662 (1 + 0*0032 VJv^ (43). 

Nitrogen *3662 (1 + 0*0031 VJv^ 

Carbonic acid *3662 ( I + 0*0163 VJv,) ^ 


These formulae must be exceedingly near the truth for all pres- 
sures from 0 to 6 atmos, because within this range the thermal 
effects in the Joule and Thomson experiment were very approxi- 
mately in simple proportion to the differences of pressure on the 
two sides of the plug. The following table of results calculated 


Namo of Gas. 


Hydrogen 


llatio of Bulk 
at 0" C. to Bulk 
supposing 
Pressure were 
1 atmo at the 
same tempera- 
ture. 

i!Q 

Vo' 


CO 

1 

1/3 


Common Air 


Oxygen 


Nitrogen 


Carbonic Acid ... 


[ir 

r 00 

1 

J 1/3 
1/3-38 
1 1/6 

rr 

ur. 

[r 

- 00 
1 

J 1/3 
1/3-316 
1 1/6 


Ratio of Density 
at O'* C. to Den- 
sity supposing 
Pressure were 

Expansion, pressure constant, 
from 0° to 100® C. 

same tempera- 
ture. 

To. 

Vo 

According to 
theory. 

According to 
direct experi- 
ments by 
Uegnault. 

0 

•3662 


1 

•3660 

•36613 

3 

•3657 


3-35 

•3656 

•36616 

6 

•3651 

... 

0 

•3662 


1 

•3672 

•36706 

3 

•3691 


3*38 

•3694 

•36964 

6 

•3719 

... 

0 

•3662 


1 

•3674 

... 

3 

•3697 


6 

•3732 

... 

0 

•3662 


1 

•3673 


3 

•3696 


6 

•3730 

... 

0 

•3662 


1 

•3721 

•37099 

3 

•3841 


3-316 

•3859 

•38456 

6 

•4019 

... 



Practical 
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from (43) for several pressures of from 0 to 6 atmos is interesting, 
as showing such different expansions for the different cases, deter- 
mined by thermodynamic theory from Regnault's measurements of 
specific heats and Joule and Thomson's of their particular thermal 
effect, with absolutely no direct measurement of expansion except 
the one for common air at one atmo, shown as the third entry of 
column 5 in the table. The other five entries of column 6 show a 
fair amount of agreement between our theoretical results and the 
only direct measurements by Regnault. More of direct measure- 
ment, to allow a more extensive comparison, is very desirable. 

64. We are now quite prepared to make a practical working 
thermometer directly adapted to show temperature on the absolute 
thermodynamic scale through the whole range of temperature, 
from the lowest attainable by any means to the highest for which 
glass remains solid. It is to be remarked that our investigation of 
§ 51 above, and all the deduced formulae and relative calculations, 
are absolutely independent of the approximate fulfilment of Boyle’s 
law by the gases to which we have applied them, and are equally 
applicable without any approach to fulfilment of Boyle’s law ; also 
that the only experimental data on which are founded our special 
numerical conclusions of §§ 59 to 63 above are Regnault’s measure- 
ments of specific heats under constant pressures, and Joule and 
Thomson’s measurements of the thermal effect of forcing gas through 
a porous plug. From these experimental data alone we see by 
formula (38) of § 61 above how to graduate a constant-pressure gas 
thermometer so that it shall show temperature on the absolute 
thermodynamic scale. Hence, notwithstanding the difficulty (§ 24 
above) which Regnault found in the thermometric use of air or 
other gases on the system of constant pressure, and his practical 
preference for the constant- volume air thermometer, it becomes of 
the highest importance to construct a practical constant-pressure 
gas thermometer. This we believe may be done by avoiding the 
objectionable expedient adopted by Pouillet and Regnault of 
allowing a portion (when high temperatures are to be measured 
the greater portion) of the whole gas to be pressed into a cool 
volumetric chamber out of the thermometric chamber proper by 
the expansion of the portion which remains in ; and instead fulfil- 
ling the condition, stated, but pronounced practically impossible, 
by Regnault {Experiences, vol. i. pp. 168, 169), that the thermo- 
metric gas '‘shall, like the mercury of a mercury thermometer, 
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be allowed to expand freely at constant pressure in a cali- 
brated reservoir maintained throughout 
at one temperature.’* We have ac- 
cordingly designed a constant-pressure 
gas thermometer to fulfil this condition. 

It is represented in the accompanying 
drawing (fig. 10), and described in the 
following section. 

65. The vessel containing the 
thermometric fluid, which in this case 
is to be either hydrogen or nitrogen*, 
consists in the main of a glass bulb and 
tube placed vertically with bulb up and 
mouth down ; but there is to be a 
secondary tube of much finer bore 
opening into the bulb or into the main 
tube near its top, as may be found 
most convenient in any particular case. 

The main tube which, to distinguish it 
from the secondary tube, will be called 
the volumetric tube, is to be of large 
bore, not less than 2 or 3 centimetres, 
and is to be ground internally to a truly 
cylindric form. To allow this to be 
done it must be made of thick, well- 
annealed glass, like that of the French 
glass-barrelled air - pumps. The se- Fig. lo. Constant-Pressure 
condary tube, which will be called the Hydrogen Thermometer. 

manometric capillary, is to be of round bore, not very fine, say 
from half a millimetre to a millimetre diameter. Its lower end is 
to be connected with a mercury manometer to show if the pressure 
of the thermometric air is either greater or less than the definite 

* Common air is inadmissible because even at ordinary temperatures its oxygen 
attacks mercury. The film of oxide thus formed would bo very inconvenient at the 
surface of the mercury caulking, round the base of the piston, and on the inner 
surface of the glass tube, to which it would adhere. Besides sooner or later the 
whole quantity of oxygen in the air must be diminished to a sensible degree by the 
loss of the part of it which combines with the mercury. So far as we know, 
Eegnault did not complain of this evil in his use of common air in his normal air 
thermometer (see §§ 24, 25 above), nor in his experiments on the expansion of air 
(Experiences^ vol. i.), though probably it has vitiated his results to some sensible 




184 


ELASTICITY A^D HEAT. 


[XCII. FT. II. 


pressure to which it is to be brought every time a thermometric 
measurement is made by the instrument. The change of volume 
required to do this for every change of temperature is made and 
measured by means of a micrometer screw* lifting or lowering a 
long solid glass piston, fitting easily in the glass tube, and caulked 
air-tight by mercury between its lower end and an iron sole-plate 
by which the mouth of the volumetric tube is closed. To perform 
this mercury caulking, when the piston is raised and lowered, 
mercury is allowed to flow in and out through a hole in the 
iron sole-plate by an iron pipe, connected with two mercury 
cisterns at two different levels by branches each provided with a 
stopcock. When the piston is being raised the stopcock of the 
branch leading to the lower cistern is closed, and the other is 
opened enough to allow the mercury to flow up after the piston 
and press gently on its lower side, without entering more than in- 
finitesimally into the space between it and the surrounding glass 
tube (the condition of the upper bounding surface of the mercury 
in this respect being easily seen by the observer looking at it 
through the glass tube). When the piston is being lowered the 
stopcock in the branch leading from the upper cistern is closed, 
and the one in the branch leading to the lower cistern is opened 
enough to let the mercury go down before the piston, instead of 
being forced to any sensible distance into the space between it 
and the surrounding tube, but not enough to allow it to part 

degree. But he found it to produce such great irregularities when, instead of com- 
mon air, he experimented on pure oxygen that from the results he could draw no 
conclusion as to the expansion of this gas {Experiences, vol. i. p. 77). Another 
reason for the avoidance of air or other gas containing free oxygen is to save the oil 
or other liquid which is interposed between it and the mercury of the manometer 
from being thickened or otherwise altered by oxidation. 

* This screw is to be so well fitted in the iron sole-plate as to be sufficiently 
mercury-tight without the aid of any soft material, under such moderate pressure 
as the greatest it wiU experience when the pressure chosen for the thermometric gas 
is not more than a few centimetres above the external atmospheric pressure. When 
the same plan of apparatus is used for investigation of the expansion of gases 
under high pressures, a greased leather washer may be used on the upper side of 
the sole in the screw-hole plate, to prevent mercury from escaping round the screw. 
It is to be remarked that in no case will a little oozing out of the mercury round the 
screw while it is being turned introduce any error at all into the thermometrio 
result; because the correctness of the measurement of the volume of the gas 
depends simply on the mercury being brought up into contact with the bottom of 
the piston, and not more than just perceptibly up between the piston and volumetric 
tube surrounding it. 
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company with the lower surface of the piston. The manometer is 
simply a mercury barometer of the form commonly called a siphon 
barometer, with its lower end not open to the air but connected 
to the lower end of the manometric capillary. This connexion 
is made below the level of the mercury in the following manner. 
The lower end of the capillary widens into a small glass bell or 
stout tube of glass of about 2 centimetres bore and 2 centimetres 
depth, with its lip ground flat like the receiver of an air-pump. 
The lip or upper edge of the open cistern of the barometer (that 
is to say, the cistern which would be open to the atmosphere were 
it used as an ordinary barometer) is also ground flat, and the 
two lips are pressed together with a greased leather washer 
between them to obviate risk of breaking the glass, and to 
facilitate the making of the joint mercury tight. To keep this 
joint perennially good, and to make quite sure that no air shall 
ever leak in, in case of the interior pressure being at any time 
less than the external barometric pressure or being arranged to 
be so always, it is preserved and caulked by an external mercury- 
jacket not shown in the drawing. The mercury in the thus con- 
stituted lower reservoir of the manometer is above the level of 
the leather joint; and the space in the upper part of the reservoir 
over the surface of the mercury, up to a little distance into the 
capillary above; is occupied by a fixed oil or some other practically 
vapourless liquid. This oil or other liquid is introduced for the 
purpose of guarding against error in the reckoning of the whole 
bulk of the thermometric gas, on account of slight irregular 
changes in the capillary depression of the border of the mercury 
surface in the reservoir. 

66. In the most accurate use of the instrument, the glass 
and mercury and oil of the manometer are all kept at one definite 
temperature according to some convenient and perfectly trust- 
worthy intrinsic thermoscope (§§ 15 and 16 above), by means of 
thermal appliances not represented in the drawing but easily 
imagined. This condition being fulfilled, the one desired pressure 
of the thermometric gas is attained with exceedingly minute 
accuracy by working the micrometer screw up or down until the 
oil is brought precisely to a mark upon the manometric 
capillary. 

In fact, if the glass and mercury and oil are all kept rigorously 
at one constant temperature, the only access for error is through 
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irregular variations in the capillary depressions in the borders of 
the mercury surfaces. With so large a diameter as the 2 centi- 
metres chosen in the figured dimensions of the drawing, the error 
from this cause can hardly amount to per cent, of the whole 
pressure, supposing this to be one atmo or thereabouts. 

For ordinary uses of our constant-pressure gas thermometer, 
where the most minute accuracy is not needed, the rule will still 
be to bring the oil to a fixed mark on the manometric capillary ; 
and no precaution in respect to temperature will be necessary 
except to secure that it is approximately uniform throughout the 
mercury and containing glass, from lower to higher level of the 
mercury. The quantity of oil is so small that, whatever its 
temperature may be, the bringing of its free surface to a fixed 
mark on the capillary secures that the mercury surface below the 
oil in the lower reservoir is very nearly at one constant point 
relatively to the glass, much more nearly so than it could be made 
by direct observation of the mercury surface, at all events without 
optical magnifying power. Now if the mercury surface be at a 
constant point of the glass, it is easily proved that the difference 
of pressures between the two mercury surfaces will be constant, 
notwithstanding considerable variations of the common tempera- 
ture of the mercury and glass, provided a certain easy condition 
is fulfilled, through which the effect of the expansion of the glass 
is compensated by the expansion of the mercury. This condition 
is that the whole volume of the mercury shall bear to the volume 
in the cylindric vertical tube from the upper surface to the level 
of the lower surface the ratio (\ —ja)/(\ — ar), where \ denotes the 
cubic expansion of the mercury, and <7 the cubic expansion of the 
solid for the same elevation of temperature, it being supposed for 
simplicity of statement that the tube is truly cylindric from the 
upper surface to the level of the lower surface, and that the 
sectional area of the tube is the same at the two mercury surfaces. 
The cubic expansion of mercury is approximately seven times the 
cubic expansion of glass. Hence 

Hence the whole volume of the mercury is to be about 1*111 
times the volume from its upper surface to the level of the lower 
surface; that is to say, the volume from the lower surface in 
the bend to the same level in the vertical branch is to be ^ of the 
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volume in the vertical tube above this surface. A special ex- 
periment on each tube is easily made to find the quantity of 
mercury that must be put in to cause the pressure to be absolutely 
constant when the surface in the lower reservoir is kept at a 
fixed point relatively to the glass, and when the temperature is 
varied through such moderate differences of temperature as are 
to be found in the use of the instrument at different times and 
seasons. 

A sheet-iron can containing water or oil or fusible metal, with 
external thermal appliances of gas or charcoal furnace, or low- 
pressure or high-pressure steam heater, and with proper internal 
stirrer or stirrers, is fitted round the bulb and manometric tube 
to produce uniformly throughout the mass of the thermometric 
gas the temperature to be measured. This part of the apparatus, 
which will be called for brevity the heater, must not extend so 
far down the manometric tube that when raised to its highest 
temperature it can warm the caulking mercury to as high a 
temperature as 40° C., because at somewhat higher temperatures 
than this the pressure of vapour of mercury begins to be per- 
ceptible (see Table V. below), and would vitiate the thermometric 
use of the pure hydrogen or nitrogen of our thermometer. To 
secure sufficient coolness of the mercury it will probably be ad- 
visable to have an open glass jacket of cold water (not shown 
in the drawing) round the volumetric tube, 2 or 3 centimetres 
below the bottom of the heater, and reaching to about half a 
centimetre above the highest position of the bottom of the 
piston. 

67. It seems probable that the constant-pressure hydrogen Conclu- 
or nitrogen gas thermometer which we have now described may 
give even more accurate thermometry than Regnault’s constant- 
volume air thermometers (§ 24 above), and it seems certain that 
it will be much more easily used in practice. 

We have only to remark here further that, if Boyle’s law were 
rigorously fulfilled, thermometry by the two methods would be 
identical, provided the scale in each case be graduated or calculated 
so as to make the numerical reckoning of the temperature agree 
at two points, — ^for example, 0° C. and 100° 0. The very close 
agreement which Regnault found among his different gas thermo- 
meters and his air thermometers with air of different densities 
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“ Thermal 
capaci- 
ties” and 
“specific 
heats.” 


(§ 25 above), and the close approach to rigorous fulfilment of 
Boyle’s law which he and other experimenters have ascertained 
to be presented by air and other gases used in his thermometers, 
through the ranges of density, pressure, and temperature at which 
they were used in these thermometers, renders it certain that in 
reality the difference between Regnault’s normal air thermometry 
and thermometry by our hydrogen gas constant-pressure thermo- 
meter must be exceedingly small. It is therefore satisfactory to 
know that for all practical purposes absolute temperature is to 
be obtained with very great accuracy from Eegnault’s thermo- 
metric system by simply adding 273 to his numbers for tem- 
perature on the centigrade scale. It is probable that at the 
temperatures of 250° or 300° 0. (or 523 or 573 absolute) the greatest 
deviation of temperature thus reckoned from correct absolute 
temperature is not more than half a degree. 

68. The thermometric scale being now thoroughly established 
in theory and practice (§§ 33—69 and §§ 18 — 30), we are prepared 
to define, without any ambiguity, th.e expressions thermal capacity 
and specific heat with reference to matter at any temperature and 
in any physical condition. 

Definition 1. — The thermal capacity of a body (whether it be a 
portion of matter homogeneous throughout or of homogeneous 
substance in two different conditions as liquid and steam, or solid 
and vapour of solid, or a piece of apparatus consisting of different 
parts as glass and metals, and containing as the case may be 
liquids or gases, — subject only to the condition that the whole 
matter considered is at one temperature) is the quantity of heat 
required to raise its temperature by one degree on the absolute 
thermodynamic scale: the external circumstances of the body, 
whether geometrical, as regards its bounding surface, or dynamical, 
as regards force on its bounding surface, being determinately de- 
fined. When the substance is fluid the circumstantial definition 
may be : (1) that the volume be constant, or (2) that the pressure 
be constant, or (3) that the pressure vary as a given arbitrary 
function of the volume. Each of the three kinds of the circum- 
stantial definition occurs in practice, and is practically essential for 
the completion of our statement. When the substance is solid 
more varied and complex circumstantial definition may occur. 
An important case is, that the solid be free to expand in all 
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directions under any uniform constant pressure, and this condition 
is nearly enough approximated to in all ordinary modes of dealing 
with solids for determination of specific heats. Other condi- 
tions as to external stress, or as to shape or bulk of the solid, 
which may occur in practice, are carefully considered in books on 
Thermodynamics. 

Definition 2. — The specific heat of a substance is the thermal 
capacity of a stated quantity of it. This stated quantity is 
generally understood to be the unit of mass, unless some other 
definite quantity is explicitly designated, as for instance the 
quantity of the substance which occupies unit of volume at some 
definite pressure and temperature, for instance, one atmo and 
temperature 273° absolute. It is of no consequence what unit of 
mass is chosen provided it be the same as that which is used in 
defining the thermal unit ; but, unless the contrary be explicitly 
stated, we always understand one gramme as the unit of mass 
and the thermal unit as the quantity of heat required to raise 
one gramme of water from 273° to 274° absolute (compare § 6 
above). 

69. There is scarcely any subject upon which more skilled 
labour in scientific laboratories, chemical and physical, has been 
spent than the measurement of specific heats, whether of solids, 
liquids, or gases. An ample and well-arranged table of results 
is to be found in Clarke’s Constants of Nature, a compilation of 
numerical results of scientific experiments made in all parts of 
the world by various observers and experimenters, a most valuable 
aid to scientific knowledge given to the world as No. 255 of the 
Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, It is most interesting as 
showing how very differently different substances behave in respect 
to constancy or variation of specific heat with temperature. Thus 
it shows that, according to the results of all the experimenters, the 
specific heats of all the substances experimented on, whether 
simple or compound, are very nearly constant at all events for 
ranges between -10° and 200° or 300° 0., except the three 
elementary substances, boron, carbon, silicon. The specific heats 
of these three have been found by F. Weber to vary greatly with 
temperature. Thus for diamond he finds the specific heat to be 
T at 0° C. and *27 at 206° 0., or nearly threefold of the amount 
at 0° ; at — 50° C. the specific heat is *063 ; and at -f- 985° it is 
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*459 or about seven and a half times the specific heat at — 50° 
(a curious practical commentary, we may remark in passing, on 
the doctrine of the calorists on specific heat referred to in § 8 
above). The specific heats of carbon in its other forms of graphite 
and charcoal through wide ranges of temperature according to the 
same observer, F. Weber, are particularly interesting and signifi- 
cant. The approximate equality of the product of specific heat 
into the atomic weight for the simple metals is interesting and 
important ; no less so is the utter want of constancy and uniformity 
in the corresponding product for other substances, whether simple 
or compound. If we were to define a metal as a substance for 
which through the range of temperature from 0° to 250° C. the 
product of the specific heat into the atomic weight is not less than 
5*86 and not greater than 6*93, we should include every substance 
commonly called a metal, and no substance not commonly called a 
metal, except phosphorus, and solid sulphur lately fused. 

Transference of Heat. 

70. When two contiguous portions of matter are at different 
temperatures, heat is transferred from the warmer to the colder. 
This process is called conduction of heat. 

When two bodies at different temperatures are separated by a 
transparent medium, such as air, or water, or glass, or ice, heat 
passes from the warmer to the colder irrespectively of the tempe- 
rature of the intervening medium, except in so far as its trans- 
parency may in some slight degree be affected by the temperature. 
Thus the colder of the two bodies becomes actually heated above 
the temperature of the intervening medium if the warmer be kept 
above this temperature, and if heat is not otherwise drawn off 
from the colder body in greater quantity than the heat entering 
it from the warmer. This process of transference from one body 
to another body at a distance through an intervening medium 
is called radiation of heat. The condition, which we know 
to be a state of wave-motion, of the intervening matter in 
virtue of which heat is thus transferred is called light; and 
radiant heat is light if we could but see it with the eye, and 
not merely discern with the mind, as we do, that it is perfectly 
continuous in quality with the species of radiant heat which we 
see with the material eye through its affecting the retina with 
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the sense of light. Thus a white hot poker in a room perfectly 
darkened from all other lights is seen as a brilliant white light 
gradually becoming reddish and less bright, until it absolutely 
fades from vision in a dull red glow. Long after it has ceased to 
be visible to the eye, the fact that heat is being transferred from it 
to colder bodies all round it, or above it or below it, is proved by 
our sense of heat in a hand or face held near it on any side or 
above it or below it. By considering the whole phenomenon of 
the white hot mass, without much of experimental investigation, 
we judge that there is perfect continuity through the whole 
process, in the first part of which the radiant heat is visible, and 
in the second part invisible, to the human eye : and thorough 
experimental investigation confirms this conclusion. Thus radiant 
heat is brought under the undulatory theory of light, which in its 
turn becomes annexed to heat as a magnificent outlying province 
of the kinetic theory of heat. 

71. In this article we confine ourselves to a practical evalua- Thermal 
tion of rate of gain or loss of heat across the surface of an isolated 
solid placed in a medium such as air, and enclosed in a solid 
surface all at one temperature, as is approximately the case with 
the air and the floor, walls, and ceiling of an ordinary room. A 
rough approximation to the law of this action, founded on sup- 
posing the rate of motion to be in simple proportion to the excess 
of the temperature of the isolated solid above the temperature 
of the surrounding medium and enclosure was used by Fourier in 
those of his solutions in which surface emissivity or, as he called it, 
Conductibilitd extdrieure,” is concerned. Without adopting any 
hypothesis, we define thermal emissivity as the quantity of heat 
per unit of time, per unit of surface, per degree of excess of tem- 
perature, which the isolated body loses in virtue of the combined 
effect of radiation and convection by currents of air. This defi- 
nition does not involve the hypothesis of simple proportionality ; 
and the surface emissivity is simply to be determined by ex- 
periment for any given temperature of the enclosure, and any 
given temperature of the isolated body, Dulong and Petit made 
elaborate experiments on this subject, but did not give any results 
in absolute measure (App. C, below). 

So far as we know the first thoroughly trustworthy experiments 
giving emissivities in absolute measure were made in the Laboratory 
of the Natural Philosophy class in the University of Gla.sgow by 
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Conduc- 
tion of 
heat. 


Mr D. Macfarlane, in a series of experiments on the cooling of a 
copper ball. The results are given in Table IX. The ball ex- 
perimented on was 4 centimetres in diameter, and was suspended 
in the interior of a double-walled tin-plate vessel. The space 
between the double walls of this vessel was filled with water at 
the temperature of the air, and the interior surface was coated 
with lampblack. Two thermo-electric junctions, one at the centre 
of the ball the other in contact with the exterior surface of 
the enclosure, in circuit with a sensitive mirror galvanometer, 
served to measure the difference of temperatures between 
the centre of the ball and the exterior surface of the en- 
closure. By this arrangement the exterior junction was kept 
very uniformly at a temperature of 14” 0., while the other had 
the varying temperature of the centre of the ball. Two sets of 
experiments were made. In one the ball had a bright surface, 
in the other it was coated with soot from the flame of a lamp, 
and in both the air was kept moist by a saucer of water placed in 
the interior of the tinplate enclosure. The results are given in 
terms of the number of units of heat lost per second, per square 
centimetre of surface of the copper, per degree of difference be- 
tween the temperatures of the two junctions (App. B, below). 

72. Keturning to the conduction of heat, we have first to 
say that the theory of it was discovered by Fourier and given 
to the world through the French Academy in his Throne Analy- 
tique de la Ghaleur^, with solutions of problems naturally arising 
from it, of which it is difficult to say whether their uniquely 
original quality, or their transcendently intense mathematical 
interest, or their perennially important instructiveness for physical 
science, is most to be praised. Here we can but give the very 
slightest sketch of the elementary law of conduction in an isotropic 
substance, the mathematical expression for it in terms of ortho- 
gonal plane or curved coordinates, and a few of the elementary 
solutions in FourieFs theory. 

73. Consider a slab of homogeneous solid bounded by two 
parallel planes. Let the substance be kept at two difierent 
temperatures over these parallel planes by suitable sources of heat 
and cold. For example, let one side be kept cold by a stream of 

1 A translation into English by Freeman has been recently published, in 1 vol. 
8vo. by the Cambridge University Press, 1879. 
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cold water, or by a large quantity of ice and water in contact 
with it, and the other kept warm by a large quantity of warm 
water or by steam blown against it. Whatever particular plans 
of heater and refrigerator be adopted, care must be taken that 
the temperature be kept uniform over the whole, or over a 
sufficiently large area of each side of the slab, to render the 
isothermal surfaces sensibly parallel planes through the whole of 
the slab intercepted between the two calorimetric areas, and that 
the temperature at each side is prevented from varying with time. 
It will be found that heat must continually be applied at one 
side and removed from the other, to keep the circumstances in 
the constant condition thus defined. When this constant con- 
dition of surface temperature is maintained long enough, the 
temperature at every point of the slab settles towards a constant 
limiting value ; and when this limiting value has been sensibly 
reached by every point of the slab, the temperature throughout 
remains sensibly constant so long as the surface temperatures arc 
kept constant. In this condition of affairs the temperature varies 
continuously from one side of the slab to the other; and it is 
constant throughout each interior plane parallel to the sides ; in 
other words, the isothermal surfaces are parallel planes. Let V 
and V' be the temperatures in two of these isothermals and a the 
distance between them. The quotient (F —V')la is the average 
rate of variation of temperature per unit of length between these 
two isothermals. Let Q be the quantity of heat taken in per 
unit of time at a certain area A on one side, and emitted at the 
corresponding area of the other side of the slab, measured by 
proper calorimctrical appliances to these areas, which we shall 
call the calorimetric areas of the apparatus. It will generally 
be found that the value of the quotient (F— F')/a is not the 
same for consecutive isothermal surfaces. 

74. Circumstances being as described in § 73, the thermal 
conductivity {k) of the substance between the isothermals v a.nd w' 
is the value of 

Qa 

A (v- v') 

It must be remembered that the temperatures v, v' used in this 
definition are temperatures of the substance itself. Some ex- 
perimenters have given largely erroneous results through assuming 
T. III. 13 
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that the temperatures of the two sides of the slab were equal to 
those of the calorimetric fluids, such as warm water or steam on 
one side, and iced water or cold water, with its temperature 
measured by a thermometer, on the other side. To obtain correct 
results, the actual temperatures at two points in the conducting 
body itself must be ascertained by aid of suitable thermometers, 
or thermometers and differential thermoscopes, applied in such a 
way as not sensibly to disturb the isothermal surfaces. This, so 
far as we know, has not been done by any experimenter hitherto, 
in attempting to measure thermal conductivity directly by the 
method indicated in the definition; and therefore if any results 
hitherto obtained by this method are trustworthy, it is only in 
a few cases, — cases in which the substance experimented upon 
has been of such small conducting power, and the stirring of 
the calorimetric fluids on its two sides so energetic, that we can 
feel sure that the observed or assumed temperatures of these 
fluids, or of the portions of them of which the temperatures 
have been measured by thermometers, have not differed sensibly 
from the temperatures of the slab at its surfaces in contact with 
them. 

75, What utter confusion has permeated scientific literature, 
from experiments on thermal conductivity vitiated through non- 
fulfilment of this condition, is illustrated by results quoted in 
Everett's Units and Physical Constaiits (1st ed., London, 1879), 
among which we find *19 for the conductivity of copper according 
to Pdclet, and 1*1 according to Angstrom (which we now know to 
be correct). When we look to Pdclet's and Angstrom's own papers 
the confusion becomes aggravated. P(5clet, in his M4nioire sur la 
determination des coefficients de conductihiliU des mitaux pour la 
chaleur^j quotes old experiments of Cldment, and others more 
recent of Thomas and Laurent, regarding which he gives certain 
details. Taking his information no doubt from P^clet's paper, 
Angstrom gives a statement f for the conductivity of copper, ac- 
cording to experimenters who had preceded him, which, with the 

* Annales de Ghimie et de Physique^ Paris, 1841. 

t In Angstrom’s own statement the unit quantity of heat is that required to 
raise 1000 grammes of water 1®. The conduction is reckoned per square metre of 
the copper plate per second of time, and the unit chosen for the rate of variation of 
temperature across the plate is 1° per millimetre. To reduce his numbers to the 
0. G, S. system we must therefore multiply by 10^ x 10“'* x 10“* = 10~2, 
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decimal point shifted two places to the left to reduce to C. G. S., is 


as follows ; — 

Clement 00231 

Thomas and Laurent *0122 

P^clet -178 


o 

But Angstrom did not notice that Pdclet had stated the thickness 
of the plate experimented on by Cldment to bo between 2 and 3 
millimetres. Pdclet himself in his next sentence seems to have 
forgotten this when he compares the figure *23 which he had 
calculated from Cldment’s results, without taking account of the 
thickness of the plate, with 1*22 which he calculates from Thomas 
and Laurent’s experiments on copper, without stating any thickness 
for the tube of copper on which (instead of a flat plate) they had 
experimented. Thus we have no data for finding what their 
results really were in either Pdclet’s or Angstrom’s paper ; but 
Peclet seems to show enough regarding it to let us now feel perfectly 
sure that it is only a question of whether it is tens or hundreds of 
times too small. Omitting it then from the preceding statement, 
completing the correction by multiplying the *0023 by 2| (as- 
suming the thickness of the plate to be 2^ millimetres, as Peclet 
says it was between 2 and 3) to give Cldment’s result, and ap- 
pending Angstrom’s result, which we now know to be more nearly 
correct, we have the following statement for thermal conductivity 
of copper in C. G. S. units : — 

*0057, according to Clement. 

•178, „ „ Pdclet*. 

1*1, „ „ Angstrom. 

76. The comparison of these results is highly instructive. 
Clement’s result is two hundred times too small, and Pdclet’s six 
times too small. Cldment experimented by exposing one side of 
a plate of copper of a square metre surface and about two and 
a half millimetres thick to steam at 100” C., and the other side 
to water at 28° C. It was assumed that the difference of tem- 
perature between the two sides was 72°. The difference really 
was about *36 of a degree, as we know from the quantity of heat 
actually conducted through it in Clement’s experiment, indicated 

* This result was published by PMet in 1853, in a work entitled docu- 

ments relatifs au chauffage et a la ventilation. 


13—2 
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by the amount of steam which he found to be condensed into 
water. In fact, the amount of steam condensed did not differ 
sensibly from what it would have been if the copper plate had 
been infinitely thin, or its substance of infinite thermal conduc- 
tivity. It is important in engineering, and in many of the arts 
and manufactures involving thermal processes, and particularly 
in that one of them of greater everyday value to the human race 
than all the others put together, cookery, to know that for copper 
or iron boilers, or steam-pipes, or pots or frying-pans, the trans- 
mission of heat from radiant burning coal or charcoal, or red or 
white hot fireclay or other solids, and from hot air in contact with 
them, on one side, to hot water or steam or oil or melted fat on 
the other side, or hot liquid or steam on one side and cool air on 
the other side, is for practical purposes sensibly the same as if 
the thermal conductivity of the metal were infinite, or its resistance 
to the transmission of heat nothing. The explanation is obvious 
to us now with the definite and sure knowledge regarding thermal 
conductivities of different substances and of matter in different 
conditions, solid, liquid, and gaseous, gained within the last twenty 
years. Angstrom, Forbes, F. Neumann, and Tait have given, 
each one of them with thoroughly sufficient experimental evidence 
to leave no room to doubt the substantial accuracy of his results, 
absolute values for the thermal conductivities of copper and iron. 
Clausius and Maxwell have given us thermal conductivities of 
air and other gases, from their splendid development of the kinetic 
theory, which are undoubtedly trustworthy as somewhat close 
approximations to the true values, and which it is quite possible 
are more accurate than we can hope to see obtained from direct 
measurements of the conduction of heat through gases. J. T. 
Bottomley has given a trustworthy and somewhat closely accurate 
direct measurement of the thermal conductivity of water. From 
the results of these experimenters’ work, reduced to uniform C.G.S. 
reckoning in our tables (XII. and XIII.) of thermal conductivities 
we see that the thermal conductivity of iron is 80 times, and that 
of copper 500 times that of water. The thermal conductivity of 
iron is 3500 times, and that of copper is 20,000 times that of 
air. Hence, although water or air at the interface of its con- 
tact with the metal is essentially at the same temperature as 
the metal, there must be great differences of temperature in very 
thin layers of the fluid close to the interface when there is large 
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flux of heat through the metal, and the temperature of the fluid 
as measured by any practicable thermometer, or inferred from 
knowledge of the average temperature of the whole fluid, or from 
the temperatures of entering and leaving currents of fluid, may 
differ by scores of degrees from the actual temperature of the 
solid at the interface. It is remarkable that P^clet, while per- 
ceiving that Clement’s result was largely erroneous on this account, 
and improving the mode of experimenting by introducing a 
rotating mechanical stirrer to change very rapidly the fluid in 
contact with the solid, only multiplied Clement’s conductivity by 
30 instead of by 200, which would have been necessary to annul 
the error. Notwithstanding his failure to obtain accurate results 
for metals, we have ventured to include his results for wood, and 
solids of lower conductivity than wood, in our table, because we 
perceive that he was alive to the necessity for very energetic 
stirring of the liquid, and the mechanical means which he adopted 
for it, though utterly insufficient for the case of even the least 
conductive of the metals, were probably not so for wood and solids 
of lower conductivity than wood ; and because it is not probable 
that the complication of heat generated by the stirring (which 
Angstrom suggests as an objection to P^clet’s method) was in any 
case sufficient to produce a sensible influence upon the experi- 
mental results. 

77. The first correct determinations of thermal conductivities 
were given by Forbes in his paper on the temperature of the 
earth, in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinbiirgh, for 
184G (Vol. XVI. Part ii.), as calculated from his observations of 
underground temperature at three localities in the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh — the trap rock of Calton Hill, the sand of the Ex- 
perimental Garden, and the sandstone of Craigleith Quarry — by 
an imperfect approximate method indicated by Poisson. A more 
complete analytical treatment of the observational results, ana- 
lysed harmonically and interpreted by application of Fourier’s 
formula (equation (19) of Art. LXXII. Vol. ii. above) to each term 
separately*, gave results (quoted in Table XII. below) for the 
conductivities, which differed but little from Forbes’ approximate 
determinations. 

* ** On the Beduction of Observations of Underground Temperature ; with ap- 
plication to Prof. Forbes’ Edinburgh Observations, and the continued Calton Hill 
Series,” by Prof. (Sir) W. Thomson. Trans. R. S. E., April, 1860. Vol. xxii. Part ii. 
[Art. xciii. below.] 
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Estimat- 78. It has always seemed to us that the best mode of ex- 
comp^- pcrimenting on the conductivity of metals must, without doubt, 
ingtho be by an artificial imitation in a metallic bar, of the natural 
periodic periodic variations of underground temperature, produced by 
of te^pe* varied thermal appliances at one end of the bar. The 

rature at effect of loss or gain of heat through the sides (or lateral surface) 
ofthtTher- (ideally annullable by a coating of ideal varnish im- 

mometers. permeable to heat) may be practically annulled by making the 
period of the variation small enough. 


Let k be the thermal conductivity of the substance and c its 
thermal capacity per unit bulk. Let e be the cmissivity (§71 above) 
of its surface. Let the bar be circular-cylindric, and r the radius of 
its cross section. At time ty let v be the mean temperature in a 
cross section at distance x from tlie end, and v the surface-tem- 
perature at the circular boundary of this section, — all temperatures 
being reckoned as differences from the temperature of the sur- 
rounding medium, called zero temporarily for brevity. The heat 
lost from the circumference of the bar between the cross sections 


X ~ \dx and x + \dx in time dt is ev ' . iirrdxdty and the heat 
conducted lengthwise, across the cross section x, in the same time, 
dv 

is TTV^ . Hence we readily find (see Fourier , MathematieSy 


Art. LXXil. Vol. II. above) as the equa.tion of conduction of heat 
along the bar, very approximately if v differs very little from v 
(that is to say, if the temperature is very nearly uniform through- 
out each cross section), 


dv d /, dv\ 2c , 
^ dt dx\ dx) r ^ 


( 1 ). 


To estimate v, let v” be the temperature at the centre of the cross 
section Xy and let ^ denote the rate of decrease of tempera- 
ture from within outwards in the substance of the bar close to its 
surface. We have clearly 

„ , /- dv\ 

^ ^ ^ J ^ 

and, because the emission is supplied by conduction from within, 

"'-‘Nr) ■ 

// , er , 

V <-^ V, 


Hence 
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The value of e for a blackened globe hung within a hollow, with 
blackened bounding surface, is about according to Mac- 

farlane’s experiments* (Table IX. below), and considerably less for 
surfaces with any degree of polish. We may therefore take 
as a maximum value for e. The values of k for copper and iron 
at ordinary temperatures are, in C. G. S., approximately *95 and 
•18. Hence, if r = 5 cms. (or the diameter of the bar 10 cms., 
which is more than it is likely to be in any laboratory experi- 
ments), we find 


V —V 


( V . 

< 3^^ for copper. 


< — for iron. 
V luO 


Hence the error will be practically nothing if we take v = v. 
Thus, and if we suppose k to be independent of temperature, 
(1) becomes 

dv k d^v 2e . . 

\^)y 


da? rc^' 


or 


dt 

dv d?v j 


•(8), 


which is Fourier’s equation for the conduction of heat along a bar 
or the circumference of a thin ring. Its solution to express simple 
harmonic variations of temperature produced in an infinitely long 
bar by properly varied thermal appliances at one end is 

V = cos {nt —/a; -f e) (4), 


n, Ry e being arbitrary constants, — the ‘‘ speed,” the semi-range, 
and the epoch for a? = 0 ; and /, g constants given by the formula) 




(5). 


For iron and copper the values of c arc respectively *95 and '845. 
Hence, with the previously used values of k for these metals, and 
with 1/4000 for e, we find « = 11 for copper and *= '2 for iron; 
and for either, A = l/1700r nearly enough. 

Suppose, for example, r = 2 cm., this makes h == 1/3400 ; and 
suppose the period to be 32 m. (the greatest of those chosen by 


* Appendix B to present Article. 
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Angstrom), this makes n = 2^1(60 x 32), or roughly n = 1/310 and 
h/n = 1 /17. Now when hfn is small, we have approximately 

and therefore with the assumed numbers 

^ ^ 3i) ’ 

by which we see that the propagation of the variation of tempera- 
ture is but little affected by the lateral surface emissivity. Little 
as this effect is, it is very perfectly eliminated by the relation 


f9 = 


71 

2k 


( 6 ), 


which we find from (5). 

It is convenient to remark that g is the rate of diminution 
of the Napierian logarithm of the range, and / the rate of retarda- 
tion of the epoch (reckoned in radians) per centimetre of the bar. 
Were there no lateral emissivity these would be equal, and the 
diffusivity (see § 82 below) might be calculated from each sepa- 
rately. This was done in our analysis of the Edinburgh under- 
ground temperature observations (see note to § 77 above). But 
in' the propagation of periodic variation of temperature along a 
bar (as of electric potential along the conductor of a submarine 
cable) lateral emissivity (or imperfect insulation) augments the rate 
of diminution of the logarithm of the amplitude, and diminishes 
the rate of retardation of the phase, leaving the product of the 
two rates unaffected, and allowing the diffusivity to be calculated 
from it by equation (G). This was carried out for copper and iron 
by Angstrom in Sweden, and the results communicated to the 
Royal Swedish Academy in January 1861. German and English 
editions of his paper have been published in Pogg Annalen, 
Vol. 114, 1861, p. 613, and the Phil, Mag, for 1863 (first half 
year). The details of the apparatus and of the actual experi- 
ments, in which Angstrom had the assistance of Thalen, are 
sufficiently described in this paper*, and in a subsequent paper 


* The first paper is marred unhappily by two or three algebraic and arithmetical 
errors. One algebraic error is very disturbing to a careful reader, and might even 
to a hasty judgment seem to throw doubt on the validity of the experimental use 
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(Pogg. Annalerty Vol. 118, 1863, p. 428), to allow us to feel perfect 
confidence in the very approximate accuracy of the results. 
Hence we have included them in our Table. 

79. The question, Does thermal conductivity vary with 
temperature? was experimentally investigated by Forbes about 
thirty years ago; and in a first provisional statement of results 
communicated to the British Association at Belfast -in 1852 it 
was stated that the thermal conductivity of iron is less at high 
temperatures than at low. Forbes* investigation was conducted 
by an elaborate method of experimenting, in which the static 
temperature of a long bar of metal is observed after the example 
of the earlier experiments of Despretz, with a most important 
additional experiment and measurement by means of which the 
static result is reduced to give conductivity in absolute measure, 
and not merely as in Despretz’s experiments to give comparisons 
between the conductivities of different metals. In 1861 and 1865 
Forbes published in the Transactions Roy. Soc. Edin., Vols. xxiii. 
and XXIV., results calculated from his experiments, including 
the first determination of thermal conductivity of a metal (iron) 
in absolute measure, and a confirmation of his old result that the 
conductivity of iron diminishes with rise of temperature. Forbes*s 
bars have been inherited and further utilized, and bars of copper, 
lead, and other metals have been made and experimented upon 
according to the same method, by his successor in the university 
of Edinburgh, Professor Tait. The investigation was conducted 


which is made of the formulte. There is, however, no real foundation for any such 
doubt. The following little correction suffices to put the matter right. For the 
general term as printed in Angstrom’s paper read 


with the following values for r/,-, : — 


Oi 

Ot 




IP 

^ii2’a+4^3j8 + 


\/ n / 




H . 
2Ki' 


2Kr 


instead of these formulas without the t, as Angstrdm gives them. Here we see 

that it is the product g^g^ that Angstrom uses in his experimental 

application, not the separate values of either gi or g^. Hence no error is intro- 
duced by his having overlooked that gt is not equal to g^ except for t = 1. 
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partly with a view to test whether the electric conductivities and 
the thermal conductivities of different metals, more or less ap- 
proximately pure, and of metallic alloys, are in the same order, 
and, further, if their thermal conductivities are approximately in 
the same proportion as their electric conductivities. The following 
results quoted from his paper on "Thermal and Electric Con- 
ductivity” {Transactions R.S.K^ Vol. xxviii. 1878) are valuable 
as an important instalment, but expressly only an instalment, 
towards the answering of this interesting question : — 

"Taking the inferior copper (‘Copper C) as unit both for 
thermal and for electric conductivity, we find the following table 
of conductivities at ordinary temperatures, with the rough 
results as to specific gravity and specific heat referred to in § 15 
above 



Thermal. 

Electric. 

Copper, Crown 

1-41 

1-729 

„ c 

1-00 

1-000 

Forbes's iron 

0-29 

0-264 

Lead 

012 

0-149 

German silver 

014 

0-117 


" The agreement of these numbers is by no means so close as 
is generally stated ; but this is no longer remarkable, for it is 
well known that the electric conductivity of all pure metals alters 
very much with the temperature, while we have seen that as 
regards thermal conductivity there is but slight change with 
either copper or lead, though there is a large change with iron. 
This accords with some results of my own on the electric con- 
ductivity of iron at high temperatures {Proc, jR. 8, jE?., Vol. viii. 
1872-75, p. 32), and with the results of the repetition of these 
experiments by a party of my laboratory students. Proc» R, 8. jE, 
Vol. VIII. 1872-75, p. 629.” 

80. The absolute values of Tait’s results for the first three 
metals of the preceding list are given in square centimetres per 
second in our Table XIL below. As to change of thermal dif- 
fusivity with temperature, Tait finds but little difference in the 
diffusivity of copper through the wide range of temperatures from 
0° to 300° C., and that difference an augmentation instead of a 
diminution at the high temperatures, as shown in the following 
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results, of which the first factors denote square centimetres per 
second*: — 

Copper, Crown 1*177 (1 +0*0004^) 

„ C -836 (1+0 000550 

Iron *232(1-0001440. 

On the other hand, Angstrom finds for copper from experiments 
described in his second paper referred to above, at mean tempera- 
tures of from 28”*8 to 7l°‘5 C., results which reduced to square 
centimetres per second, arc as follows : — 

Copper, first specimen... 1210 (1 - *002140 
„ second specimen 1*163 (1 — *0015190 
Iron *224 (1 - *0028740. 

Comparing these two sets of values it is interesting to sec so 
close an agreement between results obtained by methods of experi- 
ment differing so much as that of Forbes and Tait differs from 
Angstrom’s. The change of sign from + to — in the change 
of diffusivity due to increase or decrease of temperature, does 
not really imply any great difference between the two sets, 
but it is desirable that Angstrom’s experiments should be 
repeated, and especially for copper, through a much wider range 
of temperatures. This can be done with great ease, from the 
lowest temperature obtainable by freezing mixtures to tempera- 
tures up to the melting point of copper, so excellently plastic 
is Angstrom’s method. Our proposed extension of it is to be 
carried out by proper thermal appliances to the end of the bar, 
which Angstrom left to itself, — appliances by which in one series 
of experiments it may be kept constant at - 50'’ or — 60° C., in 
others left to itself to take nearly the atmospheric temperature, 
in others kept at high temperatures limited only by the melting 
temperature of copper, if the experimenter desires to go so far. 
We would also suggest that the thermo-electric method first in- 
troduced by Wiedemann and Franz in their experiments on the 
static temperature of bars or wires heated at one end and allowed 
to lose heat by convection and radiation from their sides, (which 

* Tait gave his results in terms of the foot and minute, with, for the unit of 
heat, the amount of heat required to raise the temperature of a cubic foot of the 

substance by V, In other words, his results are ** diffusivities” (§ 82) in square feet 
per minute. They are multiplied by 15*48 to reduce to square centimetres per 
second as given in the text. 
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was rejected, not, Ave think, judiciously, by Angstrom), might be 
used with advantage instead of the mercury thermometers in- 
serted in holes in the bar as in Angstrom's apparatus ; or that, if 
thermometers are to be used, air thermometers in which the bulb 
of the thermometer is itself a very small hole in the bar ex- 
perimented on, and the tube a fine-bore glass tube fitted to this 
hole, would be much preferable to the mercury thermometers 
hitherto employed in, we believe, all experiments except those 
of Wiedemann and Franz, on the conduction of heat along me- 
tallic bars. 

81. Fourier's ninth chapter is entitled “De la Diffusion do 
la Chaleur." The idea embodied in this title is the spreading of 
heat in a solid tending to ultimate equalization of temperature 
throughout it, instead of the transference of heat from one body to 
another by conduction through the solid considered. Though 
Fourier makes the special subject of his chapter on ‘‘Diffusion" 
the conduction of heat through an infinite solid, we may con- 
veniently regard as coming under the several designations “ Dif- 
fusion of Heat ” every case of thermal conduction in which the 
heat conducted across any part of the solid has the effect of 
warming contiguous parts on one side of it, or of leaving con- 
tiguous parts on the other side cooler, — in other words, every 
case in which the temperature of the body through which the 
conduction of heat takes place is varying with time, as dis- 
tinguished from what Fourier calls “Uniform Motion of Heat,” 
or the class of cases in which the temperature at every point of 
the body is constant. The experiments of P(^clet, Despretz, Forbes 
and Tait, Wiedemann and Franz, were founded on the uniform 
conduction of heat across slabs or along bars, and their deter- 
minations of relative and absolute conductivities were made by 
comparing or by measuring absolutely quantities of heat that 
were conducted out of the body tested. On the other hand, it 
is the diffusion of heat through the body that is used in the 
determinations of thermal conductivity in absolute measure by 
Forbes and W. Thomson* from the periodic variations of under- 
ground temperature ; in those of Angstrom, from his experiments 
on the spreading of periodic variations of temperature through 
bars of iron and copper, and a series of valuable experiments a 
year or two later by F. Neumann, applying the same general 


See Art. xciii. below. 
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method to bars of brass, zinc, German silver, and iron ; in experi- 
ments by F. Neumann on substances of lower conductivity (coal, 
cast sulphur, ice, snow, frozen earth, gritstone) formed into cubes 
or globes of 5 or 6 inches diameter, and heated uniformly, and 
then left to cool in an atmosphere of lower temperature, and from 
time to time during the cooling explored by thermo-electric junc- 
tions imbedded in them to show their internal distribution; in 
similar experiments on the cooling of globes of 14 cm. diameter 
of porphyritic trachyte by Ayrton and Perry in Japan ; and in 
Kirchhoff and Hansemann’s recent experiments*, to find the 
thermal conductivity of iron by the not well-chosen method of 
suddenly cooling one side of a cube of iron of 14 cm., and ob- 
serving the temperatures by aid of thermo-electric junctions in 
several points of the line perpendicular to this side through its 
middle. 

82. When the effect of heat conducted across any part of a Thermal 
body, in heating the substance on one side or leaving the substance 
on the other side cooler, is to be reckoned, it is convenient to 
measure the thermal conductivity in terms, not of the ordinary 
gramme water-unit of heat, but of a special unit, the quantity 
of heat required to raise the temperature of unit bulk of tlie 
substance by 1° C. In other words, if k be the conductivity in 
terms of any thermal unit, and c the thermal capacity of unit 
bulk of the substance, it is kje, not merely k, that expresses the 
quality of the substance on which the phenomenon chiefly de- 
pends. We therefore propose to give to kje the name of thermal 
diffusivity (or simply diffusivity when heat is understood to be 
the subject), while still using the term thermal conductivity to 
denote the conducting power as defined in § 73, without re- 
striction as to the thermal unit employed. It is interesting and 
important to remark that “ diflfusivity is essentially to be reck- 
oned in units of area per unit of time, and that its dimensions 
are PIT. Its regular C. G. S. reckoning is therefore in square 
centimetres per second. Diflfusion of electricity through a sub- 
marine cable, has been shown f to follow the same law as 
the “linear"’ diffusion of heat, which Fourier calls the diffusion 
of heat when the isothermal surfaces are parallel planes. The 

* Wiedemann's (late Poggendorff’s) Annahn, 1880, No. 1. 

t Proc. Roy, Soc.t May 1855, “On the Theory of the Electric Telegraph” 

[Art. Lxxiii. Vol. II. above]. 
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curves of the following diagram and Tables A, B, and C show 
in a practically useful way the result in the course of the times 
noted, of from fractions of a second to thousands of millions of 
years, of linear diffusion of two different qualities in an infinite 
line from an initial condition in which there is sudden transition 
from one quality to the other, for the thoroughly practical cases 
specified in the accompanying explanations. 

No. 1 No. 2 

Curve. Curve. 



Curve No. 1 shows temperature ; or quantity of substance in 
solution; or potential in the conductor of a submarine cable through 
which electricity is diffusing. Curve No. 2 shows rate per unit 

* See Art. Lxxir. above, Vol. ii. p. 48. 
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of distance of variation of the temperature, or of the quantity of 
substance in solution. Vertical ordinates are actual distances 
through the medium. Horizontal ordinates represent in No. 1 
curve, temperature or quantity of diffusing wsubstances or electric 
potential ; and in No. 2 curve rate of variation of temperature 
or of diffusing substance or of electric potential. 


Diffnmws, — Ta hie A . 


Time in Seconds from the 
commeneement of the 

Substance. 

Diffusion untii tiio ('ondition 
represented l)y tlie (.'izrves 
on tlio Actual Scale 
(h~2 (’ontimotres) is readied. 

Carbonic acid throiif^h air 

(>•97 seconds. 

Heat through liydrogeii 

•89 of a second. 

„ „ copper ! 

•93 

r>-5 seconds. 

n n iron : 

n n air 

(>•‘25 ,, 

,, ,, underground strata 

100-0 

„ „ wood 

770 

Common salt through water 

87150 

Electricity through Suez-Aden cable 

1*087 X 10“^® of a second. 

„ „ Aden-13oinbay cable 

•739xl0-i« 

,, ,, Persian Gulf cable 

1 •(>35xl0“i® 

,, ,, Atlantic cable 

1 -440 X 10-^® 

,, ,, French Atlantic Cable.,.. 

, •39()xl0-i® 

1 ,, ,, Direct U.S. cable 

' •310x10-1® „ ; 
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Diffuffions (Hecidar). — Table li. 


Substance. 


Carbonic acid throiij^h air* . . 

1 Heat through hydrojTcn 

I „ „ copper 

„ „ iron 

„ „ air 

,, „ imdcij'roniid Htiataf 

,, ,, wood 

Common Halt thiouKii watcrij: .... 


'I iino in Years from the 1 
comiiieiiceincnt of the Diffusion • 
until the Condition 
reprfsciited by the Curves on 
the .Scule of b~20 Kilometres, | 
or 1,000,000 times the j 

Actual Scale, is reached. ' 


220,000 

2H,r)00 

20,200 

174.000 

108.000 
317,000 

21,700,000 

2,70(),000,(M)0 


yc‘ais. I 


* InHtructivo as to the piojiortion of carbonic acid in air at different hcit^dits, 
proving its approximate nnifoimity due to convection, not to ditfusion. 
t Instructivtf as to geological theories respecting terrestnal temperature. 

I Instructivo as to theories rcHpt‘cting the saltncss of the sea. 


JHjfuswiis {/Electrical), — Table (I 


Time in Secomls from tbo 
coiimicnceiiieiit of the 
Diflusion until the Cfinditinn 
represented b\ tlie(*ur\e8 
on the Scale of 
b .Nautical .Miles, or 

times the 

AlIiuiI Scale, is reached. 


Suez-Aden 

Adeii-lloinhay 
Petsian (riilf .. . . 

Atlantic 

French Atlantic 
Dinu’t United States 


•932 of a second. 
•031 

•o4r) ,, 

•377 

•339 

•292 


.Name of Cable. 


83. The following tables (I. to XXIV.) conUun useful informa- 
tion regarding various thermal properties t>f matter. 
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Table I. — Linear Expamtious of Solids*. 



Mean K\pant»ioii 

1 




Name. 

per decree (* 
tlirouKh 


HaiiK'o t. 

Authority. 


Ruiigc stati'tl. 





Silver 

•00002120 

; 0'^ 

to 

100’ 

Muscl ten brock. 


„ 1010 

0’ 


100 

KupfTt»r. 


; „ ioi;i 

0’ 

«« 

100'^ 

Mattlnessen. 

Thallium 

„ :i02i 


10 



Sulphur, Sicily . 

„ (Ulll 


10 


- Fizeaii. 

1 

Selenium, cast. 

„ :i(iH0 


10 


Tellurium, ,, . 

„ 1075 


10' 


1 

J 

Tjoad .... 

„ 2700 

0 

to 

100' 

Matthu‘Hsen. 



„ ‘i024 


•10' 


Fi/.eau. 

Iron 

„ 1150 

0’ 

to 

100’ 

Rorda. 


„ 1100 

0’ 

»» 

100' 

\ (Julvert, Johnson, 

1 and liowe. 

Steel annealed 

„ 1220 

0^ 


100" 

Muschenbnick. 

,, French cast, / 
tempered . \ 

„ 1322 


10’ 


j 

„ French cast, ( 
annealed . \ 
,, English ca.st, / 

, 1101 


•10' 

40’ 


>• Fi/.eau. 

„ ioo.> 1 


annealed \ 




Steel, soft 

„ 103 



100 

) Calvert, Joliiison 

1 and liOwe. 

(•ast iron . . . 

„ 112 

0 

to 

Cobalt, red. hy H. } 
coinpre.ssed .... S 

„ 1230 


10 


> 1" ' 

Nickel, red. hy H. } 

M 1270 


10’ 


1 1 

compressed .... ( 




Copper 

„ 1KS3 

0’ 

to 

300’ 

Dulong and IMit. * 


,, 1800 

0' 

to 

100' 

Matthiessen. 

„ native L.Su-/ 

„ 1008 i 


10’ 



perior \ 

„ commercial. 

„ 1078 


10 


1 I 

Fi/.eau. 


Ruthenium, semi- i 

„ 0003 


•10” 


fused \ 



1 

Rhodium, semi-fused 

„ 08.^)0 . 


40’ 


1 

0 


* Abridged from Clarke’H Constantu of Nature. 

t Where only one number is given for tlie range in thia and the following table, 
the corresponding statement is to lx* understood as applying through a small range 
on either side of the number stated. 


T. III. 


14 
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Taih.E I, (continued). — JAnear Eiepansion.'i of Fioluh. 



.Mean KYpaniion 



Name. 

per (leKreo C. 
tlirouKii 

ItaiiKe. 

Autluirit}. 


UaiiKe Htatcd. 



1 

l^alladium 

•00001104 

(r to 100 

Matthio.ssen. 

,, forfjed 

„ im 

10 

Fi/.(*au. ! 

IMaiittuni 

„ 0018 

O'" to 800'' 

DulonK and Potit. 

1 Calvfit, Johnson, 


„ 0080 

0'^ „ 100 


/ and Ijowp. 


„ ohho 

0 ,, 100 

Matthifsson. 

) 

Iridium 

M 0700 ; 

10 


1 


rizcan. 

OHiiiium, Ht'ini-fuHcd . 

„ Of, 57 1 

or 

1 

Zino 

1 

„ ‘2200 ' 

0 to 100 

\ Calvoit, Johnson, 

/ and Lowo 

,, . . .... 

„ aoTf. ! 

0 „ 100 

Matthu'ssrn. 

„ diHtillod 

1, iiOlH I 

I 10 

Kr/(‘an. 

(’udmitim 

M :w‘2 

0 to 100 

\ ('aUmt, Johnson, 

1 and liouo 


„ :Uo0 

0 „ 100 

Matthiosscn 

„ dintdlcd ... 

„ Hor»o 

10' 

1 

MftKnoHium, CA«t . 

„ ‘2001 

10’ 

1 

^ Fizoau, 

Indiiun, cunt 

,1 4170 

10' 


Aisonic, .Mublinu'd .... 

„ Oo.'O 

10 

1 

Antimony 

„ oti.so 

0 to 100 

\ (’ahmt. .hJnison, 

/ and liO\\(> 

i« . .. •• 

„ lO.'iO 

i 0 ,, 100 

MattlncssjMi. 

,, ftlouK iixiH'l^ 

„ l(i0-2 

1 10 

\ 

„ noimul to[S 

„ 0SH2 

10 

1 Fjzoan. 

axirt .1 

,, innin Milur j w 

„ iir)‘2 

10' ! 


ilismuth 

n Ida 

0 to 100 

t (‘alvoit, Johnson, 

1 and IiO\\<‘. 

,, .. . 

„ laid 

0 KK) 

Matthiosson. 

„ nlonj^ axi.s\^ 

„ 1021 I 

10 

) 

„ noimul tojS 
axis 1 >. 

i 1208 

10 

y Fi/run. 

„ luran valu<‘ f o 

„ laid 

10 

; 

(told annralrd 

„ iido 

0 to KM)' 

Mn.schenbrde.k. 



„ 188 

O' ,, 100' 

^ Calvort, Johnson, 
) and Lowe. 

♦» 

„ 1470 

j O' „ 100 

Matthic8.sen. 

„ Cftat 

„ Ilia 

10' 

'1 

Carbon, diamond .... 

00000 

- art' s 

i 

f« M ••• 

oorid2 

0' 

j 

H ft • • 

„ 00852 

‘20" 

^ Fizoau. 

1 

II 11 

„ 0128d 

w 

,, gmidiitc. ... 

„ 07Hd 

40" 

! .* 
1 

,, »ra8 carbon... 

„ 0540 

40" 


,, anthracite... 

„ 207H 

40’ 

J 
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TabIjE I. {continued). — Linear HjrjMtnsions of Solidn. 



.Menu Kxpiinsidii 
per di*jfree ('. 
throuKli 



Name. 

llaiiK'e. 



Kan^e .ttatiHi 



Tin 

f 0000*28:10 

HV to 00’ 

Ki>pp. 

Fi/caii. 


., 2234 

40' 

»* • • 

,, *2*200 

O' ,. KM) 

Mjittbiossen. 

Aluiiiiniuin, (‘om- ) 

llU'lCUll \ 

*2*2*2 

0 .. 100 

\ ('’alxeit, .b>]nison,j 
/ ami hoNNc. 

I'luor sjmr, (!jiF 


0 „ KM) 1 

IMalT. 

Silvi‘r ioiliilf, A}»I, 


> 


J 1 
III 


1 


... . 

- •oiinonioo 

10 


Tnins\crsi‘lv .. . 

- •00(1001*2*2 

10 


Mean \aliu' . . . 

- -00000137 

10 

-Fizoaii. 

.NfiTcui i(j iodidi' 

4 •(M1002.3H7 

10' 


Li*;\d iodide', I’bT.j 

„ 3:{o0 

10 


Cudiiiiuni iodide', (kllj 

„ 2010 

10 


llji'inatite', 

•OOOOOS‘2t) 

10 

) 

alon^' axis . . j 


V Fize'aii. 

Ha'iiiatite*, / 

0K30 

10' 

neiriiial to axis j 



) 

^faj^ne'tii’ eexiele' of } 
Iron, Ke'/)^... \ 

„ OOolO 

0 te» 100' 

PlalT. 

(’o|)|>«*r oxielo, (yiiO . 

OOOOOOOOo 

0 


„ 00000 

1 *1 


ft tt 

1 -0000001 :o» 

10 



,, 00.107 

.30 

1 


„ (H0.V.) 

.10 


Zinc oxiele', ZnO,/ 
alon^ axis , . . , ( 

„ 0310 

40 

. l-’i/«‘au. ! 

,, normal to) 

„ 0.1.30 

40' 

1 

1 

axis .... j 



1 

Quartz SiOjj, alon^^ 

„ 07«1 

40' 


axis . . . . \ 


,, „ nor-i 

inal to axis j 

M ino 

10" 


Pyritc, FeS., 

„ 10084 ! 

0'^ t.» 100 1 


(ialcna, PbS 

„ 1H;104 ! 

1 

c 

o 

j 

I’fall. 

Beryl, lon^it. axis ... 

017214 i 

0'^ „ 100^' 


„ horiz. axis ... 

- *0000001310 1 

1 

0" „ lOfr 



H— 2 
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Table I. (continued). — Linear Expansions of Solids. 


Name. 


Emorald, alon^ axi«. . 
„ normal to/ 
axis ....j 

Topaz, lesser horiz. 

axis 

,, greati^r horiz./ 

axis \ 

,, veiticalhoriz./ 
axis ^ 

Tounnalinc, longit.) 

axis i 

,, horiz./ 

axis \ 


Clarnet 


Iceland spar, along) 

the axis j 

„ „ normal) 

to the axis \ 


(Hass tube . 

»i • 

rod .. 


W 


plate 


white French . 

tube 

soft Thuringiaii 


edge wood ware 

Ilayeiix porcelain ... 

Platindridinm (one- 
tenth iridium) ... 

Solder— 2 load, 1 tin .| 

Type metal (lead) 
and antimony) ...\ 

Zinc and tin — 8 zinc, ) 
1 tin \ 

CopiHjr and tin— 8/’ 
copper, 1 tin \ 

Speculum metal 


.Menu KvpaiiBioii 
pur duKreu 
through 
Jtaiigu stated. 


- -OOOOOIOO 
+ 00000137 

„ 08325 

„ 08302 

„ 04723 

„ 09309 

„ 077321 

„ 08478 

+ -00002021 

- -00000510 

+ -0000083333 
„ 08280 
„ 080130 

„ 091827 

„ 101111 
„ 0H‘)0890 

„ 087572 

„ 089700 

„ 091751 

„ 08510 

„ 08998 

„ 1195 

„ 08813 

„ 08983 

105 

„ 0881 

„ 2508 

„ 2033 

„ 1952 

„ 2092 

n 1817 
„ 1933 


JtaiiKe. 

Authority. 

40^^ 


1 Fizeau. 

40'^ 


0^ to 

8 

o 

1 

O'’ 

^ »» 

100° 

1 

0" „ 

100° 

. Pfaff. 

O'^ „ 

100° 


0" M 

100' 


0^ „ 

100° 


40° 


> Fizeau. 

40° 



0’ „ 

100° 

Smeaton. 

0’ „ 

100° 

Deluc. 

0’ „ 

100° 

) 

lOO" „ 

200° 

, Dulong and Petit. 

200' „ 

300° 

1 

0^ „ 

100° 

1 

0" ,, 

100° 

\ Lavoisier and 

0’ „ 

100° 

j Laplace. 

0" ,, 

100° 


O' „ 

100° 

Hagen. 

Weinhold. 

10° 0 to 
10° 0 „ 

100° 

350° 

j Daniell. 

1000° „ 

1100° 

Deville and Troost. 

10° 


Fizeau. 

0" to 

100° 

Smeaton. 

10° 0 „ 
10°-0 „ 

100° , 
204° 

1 

j Daniell. 

0^ M 

100° 

) ! 

O'^ » 

100° 1 

f Smeaton. 

i 

0" 

100° 

1 
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Table I. {continued). — Linear Expansions of Solids. 



Mean flximnsioii 




Name. 

per decree (JL 
through 

Range 

Authority. 


Range stated. 




Bronze, J tin 

+ •00001844 

16^*6 to 

100" 

) 

»i n 

M 2116 

IfiO'f) „ 

350" 

> Daniell. 



16°-6 „ 

957" 


Brass, cast 

„ wire 

j „ 1737 

1875 
„ 1930 

0“ .. 
0" .. 

100" 

100" 

j Smoaton. 

1 ^ 

„ 1783 


100" 

Borda. 

„ English 

„ 1803 

0“ „ 

100" 

j Boy. 

N H 

„ 1895 

0“ .. 

100" 

M 

„ 1859 

O 

c 


Fizcau. 

Pewter 

„ 2283 

0“ to 

100" 

Smeaton. 

,1 ... 

„ 2033 

„ 1994 

to 

16°-6 „ 

100" 

206" 

j Daniell. 

Parailin, liangoon . . 

•00027854 

40^^ 


> Fizcau. 

Soft coal, Charleroi .. 

•00002782 

40^^ 


) 

Ebonite 

n 770 
„ 842 

16°-7 to 
25^-3 „ 

25"-3 

35"-4 

1 Kohlrausch. 

Deal wood 

„ 0496 

0“ o 

100" 

Kater. 

Brick 

„ 0550 

,, 

100" 

Adie. 

„ Fire 

„ 0493 

0“ 

100" 

n 

Granite 

„ 0868 

O'" 

100" 

Bartlett. 

Marble, Black 

1 

„ 0415 

O'" 

'' »» 

100" 

* Dunn (& Sang. ; 

„ White 

n 1072 

*1 

100" 

1 ! 

1 Sandstone 

n 1174 


100" 

Adie. 

Slate 

„ 1038 

0° „ 

100" 

11 

1 

1 Graphite 

„ 0786 


40" 

Fizcau. 

1 Icc 

„ 5236 

-27°-5 „ 1 

"•25 

Schumacher. 

i Ice, H..0 

•002941 



Heinrich; (lUder, 

i 

1 

1 

1 



Akad, Phi/n. Ah- 
handL 1806). 
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Table W.—'Gnhical Expansions of Solids and Liqnuls*. 


Name. 

Mean Kxpansioii 
per (IcKrcc C. 

UatiKC. 

Autliurity. 

Bromino 

•OOlOinO‘27 





*00 10381 HH 


0^ 

- ricrre. 


•001318077 


03" 

I<)din(3, Holid 

•000235 




„ upon fuHion . ... 

•10H2 



r Billet. 

,, liquid 

•000850 



1 

Silver... ' 

•0fK)05H31 

0^ 

to KM)' 

Matthie.sBen 

Sulphur, native 

•000137 

0' 

„ 13 ' 2 



•0(K)223 

13 • 

2„ 50-3 



•000250 

50’- 

3 „ 78 ' 



•000r,20 

78^' 

„ 01) *5 

• Kopi>. 


•003007 

00 • 

5 „ lOO ’ O 

»i 

•05002 

|In 

1 

ineiting 
at 115^ 


I A 'rtd 

•000080 





•00008300 

0 

to 100 ‘ 1 

Mattliiessrn 

lion 

•0000355 
•0000 111 
•000037 

0^ 

O' 

KMI 

„ :)()()'' 

J Dulong and Petit 
Kopp. 

lOaviair and Joule. 

Copper 

•0(K)055 

()■ 

to UK) ' 

•00005010 

0' 

„ :)()()' 

Duiong and Petit. 

Palladiiiin 

•00(M)51 

•000010t»8 

0’ 

to 100^ 

Kopp. 

) 

(HKXmpi 

0 

„ KM)' 

> MatthiesKeii. 

IMatinuni 

•00002058 

0" 

„ 100^ 


/ino 

•000080 



Koi>p. 

. 

•00008028 

0" 

to 100' 

MatthieK.scn. 

('admiuni .... 

•0000010 



Kopj). 

Meieury 

•00017005 


0'^ 


•00017050 


Hr 


, , , 

•00018001 


20' 



•00018051 


30" 




•00018102 


<ur 



•00018152 


50" 



•00018203 


r.o' 


M 

•(K)018253 

•000183O1 


7(r 

80^ 

- Begnault. 

,, .... . .... 

•00018351 


00’ 



•00018105 


100' 



•00018057 


150’ 

1 


•00018mm 


200" 



•OOOIOIOI 


250 



•00010113 


300*" 



•00010000 


350" 


I’hosphorua 

•0001812 

0" 

to 100" 

Matthiesson. 

•(K)0300 

8'’ 

•3 „ 15" 8 

j Kopp. 




Antimony 

•000033 




•00003107 

0*^ 

to 100" 

Matthiessen. 

BiHinuth 

•0000100 


Kopp. j 

MatthieBBcn. | 

ftold 

•00001111 

0'^ 

to 100" 

Biivmond 

•00000351 


40" 

Fizeau. 

Tin 

•0000000 



Kopp. 1 


Abridged from darkens ComUinta of Nature, 
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Table II. (continued). — Cubical Expamions of Solids and Lupiids. 


Name. 


Water, H.^0 


Ice 

Sulphur dioxide 

Carbon dioxide, liquid, CO.^ 

»i )i n 

}» ti M 

It tt M 

It <1 11 

II II II 

II II II 

,, disulphide, CSj.. 

II II II 

11 II II 

II II II 

11 II II 

II II II 

II 11 II 

Copper Oxide, CuO 

Zinc Oxido, ZnO .. 

Quartz, SiOo 

Emerald 

lleryl 

Topaz 

Tourmaline . 

Oaniet 

Analcinie 

Idocraso 

Zircon 

(Tla.ss, white tube 

„ ,, j»lobule .... 

,, green tube 

„ „ globule .... 

„ Swedish tube 

11 II globule 
,, hard French tube. . , 

11 II II globule 

,, crystal tube . .. 

„ „ globule . . 

,. globe 

,, common tube .... 


Mean Rvpansioii 
per do^ree V. 

Haiige. 

Authority. 

-•000034 

0=^ to 4° 

Weidner. 

+ -0002500 
•0004.4«(> 

4'^ „ 50^ 

4^ „ 100^^ 

1 Matthiesseii. 

•0001585 

0’ „ r 

Pliicker and Cieisslcr. 

•00202 

5^^ „ 10° 

D’Andre5f. 

•00475 

-10” „ -.5” 

\ 

•00I!)2 

- 0° „ 0° 


•00540 

0° „ 5° 

I ' 

•00029 

5° „ 10° 

D’Audre6f. 1 

•00709 

10° „ 15° 

1 ' 

1 I 

•00975 

15° „ 20° 


•01277 

20° „ 25° 

1 

•0011010 

-50° „ 0° 

) 

•0011!«>2.5 

0° „ 40° 

> Muncke. 

•0012517 

0° „ 70° 

) 

•0012300 

0° „ 40° 

\ 

•0013200 

0” „ 80” 

L Him. 

•0014590 

0° „ 120° 

•0010008 

0° ,1 180° 


•(MK)(K)279 

•00001394 

1 40° 

Fizeau. 

•000040 


Kopp. 

•00000108 

40° 

Fizeuu. 

•00000105 

0° to 100° 

'I 

•00002137 

0° „ 100° 


•00002181 

0° „ 100° 

> PfalT. 

•000025434 

0° „ 100° 


•000027783 

0° „ 100° 

) 

•00002700 

0° „ 100° 


•00002835 

0° „ 100° 


•00002048 

0° „ 100° 


•00002553 

0° „ 100° 


•00002299 

0° „ 100° 


•00002132 

0° „ 100° 


•00002303 

0° „ 100° 


•00002420 

0° „ 100° 

' Itegnault. 

•00002142 

0° „ 100° 

•00002242 

0° „ 100° 


•00002101 

0° „ 100° 


•00002330 

0° „ 100° 


•00002320 

0° „ 100° 


•00002579 

0° ,1 1° 




Table III . — Expansions of Liquids. 

Pierre, having zneasored the expansions of many different liquids, embodies the results in the empirical formula S, = at-h bt* 4- cf*, 
rhere A represents the expansion of unit volume from to t~ cent., and a, b, c have the values given in the Table for the different 
iquids specified. The substances and formulae in quotation marks are quoted from Dixon's Heat, Dubim, 1«^49. 
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> From to 80^. » From 80° to 131°*8. » From 13° to 90°. * From 90= to 118°. » From 0° to 100°. « From 100° to 17G' 

“ For this liquid t is counted from 20° -09, its point of congelation. * From 20° *09 to 100° *16. ® From 100°T6 to 132°*6. 
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Table IV. — Density of Water*. 


( ” 

Temp. 

' ('. 

Deiigitx . 

Temp. 

r. 

1 »ei»8ily. 

Temp. 

f. 

Oen8U>. 

1 0° 

•990884 

18-^ 

i 

•999148 

85“ 


1 

•999941 

li 

•999812 

10 

•99280 

2 

•999982 

15 

•999178 

45 

•99088 

t 

l-OOOOOl 

10 

•991K)ir> 

50 

•!IHH21 1 

I 4 

1-00(K)18 

17 

•998851 

55 

•!»8f)H8 1 

1 

1-00(KK)H 

18 

•99H0(J7 

00 

•98889 ' 

1 

•99998H ; 

19 

•998178 

05 

•98075 1 

! 7 1 

•999940 

20 

•998272 

70 1 

1 -97795 ! 

i 8 

•999899 

22 

•997889 

75 ! 

! -97199 1 

i ! 

1 999837 

21 

•997880 

80 1 

1 -97195 ' 

10 

•999700 

20 1 

•990879 I 

85 

; *90880 

11 

•9990()H 

28 

•990811 

90 

I -90557 

12 

•ooo.-ww 

80 

•995778 

100 

' -95800 

1 

_ 


_ 




1 


* P'rora Kiipffer’fl ohnorvatioiiH, an mluced by Prof. W. 11. Miller, according; to 
which the abnolute denHity at 4'^C. is not 1, but 1*00(X)13, 
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Taui.k V . — Steiiiii PrenHures (in (Jentiinetren of Mercury). 



Water, 

Mercury*. 


Sulphur. 

Tfnip. j 

PrcsHurc. 

Temp. 

Pressure. 

Temp. 

l^ressurc. 


0-03 

0° 

•002 

1 390° 

27-23 

-30 

0-04 

10 

•003 

400 

32-90 

- 25 

()0»j 

20 

•004 

410 

39-52 

20 

009 

30 

•005 

1 420 

47 21 

-15 

0-11 

40 

•008 

430 

50-10 

- 10 

021 

50 

•Oil 

410 

00*31 

- 5 

0-31 

r»o 

•010 

450 

77-99 

0 

0*40 

70 

•024 

40)0 

91-27 

5 

0-05 

80 

•035 

470 

10<)-32 

10 

0-92 

90 

*051 

480 

123-27 

15 

1-27 

1(K) 

•075 

490 

142*29 

20 

1-71 

110 

•107 

500 

103*53 

25 

2*35 

120 

•153 

510 

187-10 

30 

3-15 

130 

•218 

520 

213-33 

35 

1*18 

140 

•300 

530 

242*20 

10 

5*19 

150 

•427 

510 

273-92 

45 

711 

100 

•.".90 

550 

308-05 

50 

9*20 

170 

•809 

50)0 

310-53 

55 

11-75 

180 

1-100 

570 

387-71 

00 

M-HH 

190 

1-18 



05 

18*09 

200 

1-99 



70 

23-31 

2IU 

2-03 



75 

28-85 

220 

3-17 



HO 

35- 10 

230 

1-53 



H5 

13-30 

210 

5*88 



90 

52-51 

250 

7-57 



95 

03-38 

20.0 

9*07 



100 

70-00 

270 

12-30 



105 

90-(»l 

280 

15-52 



110 

107-51 

290 

19*45 



115 

120-94 

300 

21-22 



120 

149-13 

310 

29-97 



125 

174-39 

320 

30-87 



130 

203-03 

330 

45-09 



135 

235-37 

310 

54-83 



110 

271-70 

350 

0C.-32 



115 

312-55 

300 

79-77 



150 

358-12 

370 

95 -K. 



155 

108-80 

380 

113-90 



100 

405-10 

390 

134 07 



105 

527-45 

400 

158-80 



170 

590-17 

410 

180-37 



175 

071-75 

120 

217-75 


1 

180 

751-01 

130 

•253-30 



1H5 

845 32 

140 

293-10 


1 

j 

190 

944-27 

450 

338-4 4 



195 

1051-90 

KiO 

388-81 



200 

1108-90 

470 

441*94 



205 

1295-57 

1 180 

507-24 



210 

1132-48 

1 490 

570*13 


i 

215 

1580-13 

1 500 

052-03 


1 

220 

17390-1 

510 

725-34 



225 

im)9*70 

520 

826*50 



230 

2092-01 




i 

1 


* Sec Table VL, p. 219, below for more correct values of mercury steam- 
pressure for Tomporaturos from O' to 220 . 
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TAHLK VI. 


Steam Pressin'e of Mercury {in Centimetres of Mercury)*. 


Tempera- 

ture. 

Begnault. 

Hagen*. 

Hertz-. 

Hamsay and 
Young 


•002 

•001.5 

•000019 


10 

•002C8 

•00 IK 

•000050 


20 

•00372 

•0021 

•00013 

— 

30 

•OO.'i.'JO 

•002G 

•00029 

— 

40 

•007G7 

•0033 

•00003 

•0008 

r>o 

•01120 

•0042 

•0013 

•0015 

GO 

•01G13 

•0055 

•002t> 

•0029 ; 

70 

•02110 

•0074 

•0050 

•0052 I 

SO 

•03.‘)2S 

•0102 

•0093 

•0092 

1)0 1 

•05142 

1 0144 

•0165 

•01 GO 

100 

•07 155 

! -0210 

•0285 

•0270 

120 

•15311 

; — 

•0779 

•0719 

MO 

•30502 

1 

•193 

•17G3 

IGO 

•50002 

j 

•138 

•1013 

ISO 

1-1000 

' 

•923 

•8535 

200 

1 -ooo 

1 " 

1-825 

1-7015 

220 

3-470 

i 

3-190 

31 957 


* Ila^rn, .Inn. Phyn, Vhnn.y New SoiifH, Vol. 10, p, 010, July 1, IHH2. 
- Hertz, Ann. Pliys. (Uunn., New ScrieH, Vol. 10, p. 010, Auj(. 15, 1K82. 
3 Bamsay and Young, Journal of the Chemical Society ^ IHHG. 


* [Note of 6th June, 1887. The values given in Table V. for the pressure of 
mercury steam at various temperatures are from Begnaiilt, but ns recent observa- 
tions have shewn that these values are much too largo for low temperatures, I have 
included Table VI. above, taken from a paper “On the Vapour-pressures of 
Mercury,” by William Kamsay, Ph.I)., and Sydney Young, D.Sc. {Jour, of the 
Chemical Society, January, 1880). W, T.] 



Steam Pressures (in Centimetres of Mercury^*. 
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Cl CO o Ci 00 -t* -t* X :r- Ci 

Cp CO I;- ^ ^ Tt* *7 

ic X o CO cb o X CO X o I - 

^ . Cl 01 Ol CO CO CO --t iC CO CO I- 


»0 O ‘O o »o o »o O »0 O iO C *0 o 

»— I Cl Cl CO CO HO EO CO CO I- I- X 

Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl 


X Cl Cl I- »0 Cl c •-< 

»o qi 1;- p X Cl ^ I- p p X 

X CO I*-* CO Cl *0 CO Cl 

Cl Cl Cl CO lO CO 1^ 1^ 


*0 O *0 O *0 O ^O O O O ‘O 

I'- X X Cl C. C O p-< 1-t Cl Cl 

^ ^ ^ ^ Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl 


I - I'* O »-• o >— t Cl *0 

P r;- p »C Cl I;- ^ 

X cb 00 ^ Cl I- I*- 

Cl CO CO 1C »o O I » 


O lO O 1C O IC o *c 

IC tc ^ O I- X X 


Cl X I- X X ^ o »c 
I7 P Cl P iQ X p (X !;• 
-bcii^cbcio-b^cbcb 

ClCOCO'*f*^«iOCOl'^X 


o »C w IC O 10 O IC c 

Cl Cl CO CO -t *0 10 to 


Cl ^ X CO X Cl to IQ X Cl O 
P P X !;;• Cl Cl X Cl to Cl 
ci»-i'^i>*0'»^ioi’^ocb'^ciFH 
f— idCICICO’^'^iOOt;'* 


O 10 O IC O lO o 10 O ‘O o 10 o 
I- I— X X 01 01 O O Cl 01 CO 


* From a paper, “A Method for obtaining Constant Temi>eratures,” by Prof. \V. Ramsay and Sydney Young, 
D.Sc. ; Journal of the Chemical Society t Sept., IS80, Vol. xlvii. 
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Taijle VIII . — Steam Pressures {in Centimetres of Mercuri/). 


cJ 

9 

2 

t 

5 

0 S 

IP 

c 

C w 


€ 

•c 

1. 

11 

3 

oT 

•2 

|| 

k ' 

•s.'i 

i'" 

H 

H 




'ji 


5 

U 


- 




•27 




3-22 


25 




•11 




1-11 


- 20 


•33 

•58 

-OH 



1 73 

5 02 

0-80 ! 

- 15 


•51 

•88 

•OH 



(MO 

7 81 

8 03 

-h) 


•(»5 

1-20 

1H5 



7-01 

KM 5 

11-47 

- 5 


•01 

1-8H 

1 02 



10 13 


Ulil 

0 

•21 

1-27 

2-5H 

2-08 

1-1!» 


12-70 

10 50 

18*4 4 

-f* 5 


1-7G 

H-12 

H 00 

5- 11 


10 (K) 

20-72 

•2301) 1 

10 

•20 

2-12 

1-52 

5-01 

(J-02 


10-85 

25-71 

28-08 

15 


H-Hl» 

5 80 

0 71 

8-7(> 


21-11 

31-1)0 

35 30 

20 

•41 

4-45 

7-50 

8-87 

11 00 

i<;-05 

‘20-H0 

38-70 

43 28 

25 


5-!)l 

0 50 

n-r,o 

1H*(»0 

20 02 

30-11 

10-01 

52*50 

HO 

•(»0 

7-H5 

12-02 

15-00 

10-01 

•21'75 

43-40 

5(M5 

03 18 

H5 



11-OH 

10-20 

20-71 

30*35 

51-07 

()7-40 

70-12 

40 

i-OH 

1HH7 

18-HO 

21 H5 

25-17 

30-03 

01-75 

8010 

00-70 

15 


17-22 

22-11 

HO 01 

HO 38 

•IMiO 

72-05 

04-73 

107-42 

50 

i*70 

21-00 

•27 11 

H8- 17 

3<i- lt» 

53 50 

85-71 

111-28 

120*48 

55 


27-80 

H2-01 

47-22 

43-32 

«3-77 

100-10 

130-03 

148-11 

GO 

2‘ii5 

H5-02 

HO 01 

57-00 

51-22 

75-51 

110-15 

151-10 

172-50 

G5 


lH-(»0 

lO-Hl 

70-7H 


88-07 

131-75 

174-05 

100-80 

70 

4-0() 

5111 

5171 

85-71 


101-21 

155-21 

201-51 

230-40 

75 


(>0*55 

01H2 

lOH-21 


121-12 

177-00 

231-07 

204-54 

HO 

(i-iH 

81-20 

75 10 

12H-85 


140-70 

203-25 

2(>3-80 

302-28 

H5 


OH-04 

87 10 

117-00 


102-11 

231-17 

300-1)0 

:n3-05 

00 

o-oo 

IIHOH 

l(H-27 

171-17 


! 180-52 

201-01 

330-80 

380-83 

05 


112-51 

110-75 

205-17 


1 213-28 

200-03 

383-55 

440-18 

100 

iH-ii 

l(i0-75 i 

l.il-01 

210 51 


! 242-85 

332-51 

431-23 

405-33 

105 


201-01 

1 

15H-18 

' 280-0H 


275-40 

372-72 

483-12 

555-02 

no 

is-ii 

2Hr, 70 

171-11 

H25 00 


311-10 

410 11 

530-40 

(»2J-40 ' 

115 


277 H4 

107*82 

H7r»-08 


350-10 

403-74 

()(K) 24 

003*33 

120 

25*7 I 

H2H17 

22H'51 

131-18 


302-57 

511-8 > 

005-80 ^ 

771-02 

125 

iSTlfW 

251-71 

108 05 


438-00 

5()007 

730-22 

! 

IHO 

HiO 

4H2H0 

282- IH 

500-13 


188-51 

020- K) , 811-05 

i 

1H5 


100-12 

H15-85 

017-03 


542-25 

002-50 1 802-10 

1 

110 

40-4 

507-10 

H52-07 

733-71 


000-02 

70»0-10 

077-00 

1 

145 

.. :04.rHl 

; HOl-21 

830-80 


' 001-02 

832-f>0 i 

1 

1 

ir>o 

00-5 

7Hl-ai 

' 4HH-H7 

030-13 


: 728-W> 

lMm-50 1 


155 i 

OHO 

825-02 

478-05 


1 

7<38-53 




IGO 

77*5 


527- 14 


j 

i 873*42 




105 

8713 


508H0 



052-78 



! 

170 

97*54 


031-07 



! 


■ 

1 
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Taiu.k VIII. (coniuiueft). — Stetnn Presstires (in Centimetveft 
of Mercury). 


a 

3 

e 

a 

H 

s*o 
« C 

c ® 

1- 

u 

. .. 
11 
/- 

_r - 

||= 

3 

1 l-A. 

/. 

1 

f 

S/'? 

c 

:»()' 

o*h;i 

11-02 

2H-75 

57 05 

.57 00 



HO-01 

. 



‘ifi 

io:ji 

1 1-50 

:i7-:iH 

71-01 

71-7H 

110 1:1 

:j74 0:4 

1:400 70 

i.5(;o-io 

20 

11 •H2 

lH-75 

17-05 

HH 20 

HH :J2 

i;io-2i 

11.4 -85 

1511-21 

1 758-or> 

-15 

20:10 

2:4-00 

00-71) 

107-77 

107-02 

17:405 

510-05 

1758 25 

1008- 14 

10 

27 05 

:io-2i 

70-25 

i:io-r,(i 

1:10 00 

211-10 

008-10 

•20:11 02 

‘2200-80 

- 5 

:i502 

:i7-07 

01-00 

157-25 

157-H7 

-202-12 

700r(>0 

-2414-i;4 

‘21.77-02 

0 

11-41 

10-52 

110-51 

1H7-00 

lHO-10 

:uh:{:j 

820 -0:1 

‘2000-00 

‘2712-10 

1 r, 

55-10 

50-o:4 

112-11 

222-00 

2-25-11 

:{H:io:4 

040-08 

:4075-:48 

:4055-80 

10 

OH- 10 

00-11 

171-05 

202-00 

200-:iH 

157-10 

iOHo-o:i 

:4 100-80 

4101-01 

15 

h:i-o;i 

h:i-20 

200-10 

:107-0H 

:4i:vii 

512:41 

1211-70 

.4001-00 

:4784 1 7 

20 

100-10 

00 02 

210-20 

:i5H-oo 

:joo-oo 

0:)8-7H 

1115-15 

4471-00 

1-202 7!) 

25 

llO-OH 

11H-'12 

201 00 

115-10 

120-71 

747-70 

1001-21 

5020-7:4 

1004-11 

i :m) 

112-71 

i:io-oo 

:ii:i-lH 

177-HO 

101-05 

H70 10 

180.4*5:4 

.7011 00 

5170*85 , 

:i5 

1(;h-h7 

101:12 

101 -IH 


500-11 

1007-02 

-20-22 -i;i 

02 14-74 

.7720 •^l ! 

'10 

lOH-HO 

101-00 

107 02 



1150-5:J 

-2-258-25 

.0018-11 

():4.45-08 

1 

' 15 

2:12 OH 

22:1-07! 5 10 :15 


i 

i i:J‘2h-7:i 

2105-1:4 

'70:41-10 


50 

27l-0:j 257-01 

022 00 


; I5i5-H;i 

-2781-18 



55 

:n<)-2i 

200 H1 , 712 -50 



1721 OH 

:4000-07 



(>() 

;ioo- 12 

:i 10-05 

Hl2-:iH 



lOlH-21 

:4.471-o-2 , 



r)5 

12:1-22 

:iH7-85 

022-11 



2100-51 

;4000-15 

j 


! 70 

i-^7-:i2 

1 10-50 

1 



-2107-55 

: 10:45-4*2 



1 75 

550- 10 

lOH-27 1 



270.4 -IM) , 



1 HO 


; 501-11 

1 



:K)H1-.41 




' H5 


0:10-10 




1:1.4 -00 


t 

; 

1 IM> 


701-75 




.4H1002 


! 

1 

1 05 


7H5-:40 




1210-57 



1 

1 lOO 


H72-2H 




ior.o-H-2 i 


i 
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Table IX. — Emismvitt/ for Heat of Polished aud Blackened 
Copper Smfaces*. 



Amount of Heat lost iH*r second i»er square 



Centimetre of the surface per dt^ret* 


Differonce 

of diflTcrenoe of temperatures. 


of 



Itntio. 

TfiuiK'raturo. 





1‘olislied Surface. 

Hliickeiied Surface 


/> ' 

•0001 7H 

•()00‘25*2 

•707 

10 

•OOOISO 

•0(M1‘2(;0 

•r»oo 

If) 

•(K)oioa 

•000270 

•002 

•20 

•0(Mr201 

•O(K)2S0 

•0tl5 

‘25 

•000‘207 

•(K)02‘»S 

•001 

M) 

•0(M)‘21‘2 

•oooikm; 

•(;o8 

85 

•000*217 

1 -ooo.'n:! 

•008 

40 

•000‘220 

i -(MMKilO 

•0)08 

■15 

•0(K)‘2‘28 

1 •000828 

•ooo 

50 

•000‘2‘25 

•000820 

000 

55 

•(K)0‘2‘20 

•0(M)82S 

•ooo 

(U) 

•000‘2‘20 

•0O082S 

1 -ooo 


* S<'(‘ Appendix li, below. 


Table X. Hadiafion*. 

Quantity of lioat, in water-centigrade uni Ik, lost per wpiare centimetres 

per Hoeoiid from a bri^^Iit platinum Hiirfaee, at the t(‘inp<;ratnres stjited, and 
under a pressure of '(K)!!/) mms. of mcreuiy. 


Temperature of 
HurroundingH. 

Tempc'rature of 
Platinum wire. 

Kadiation. 

If)^ 

317° 

186 7 X 10 ^ 


■HO' 

493-5 „ 


G2K 

1«H9- „ 

■ >1 

759" 

391«- 

( 

821' 

r.lC3- 

1 99 

858" 

0658- „ 

1 

868" 

C767- 


* From an investigation now (June, 1887) being made by Mr J. T. Bottomley, 
the results of wbicli are from time to time being communicated to the Koyal 
Society. 
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Table XI. — Radintion and Commmnaitioii to Air*. 

Quantity of boat, in me- water-con ti}»rade units, lost per squaro ctuitimetrc 

|)er second from a bri<{ht platinum surface, at a temisiiature of 412^0. and 
under the pressures statwl. 


Temperature of 
surroundings. 

Pressure in niilli- 
inetres of nieieuiy. 

Radiation. 

U) 

710- 

8137 V 

10"^ 


5(;o- 

8004 

11 

»» 

no- 

7071 

11 

)> 

:no- 

7050 

11 

>1 

210- 

7on 

11 


1 10- j 

7875 



00- ! 

7818 

11 

>j 

fit- 

7 080 

11 

)» 

52- 

7058 

” 

>) 

10- 

7<;i3 

11 

17-2 

:u- ; 

750.3 

11 

M 

24- ! 

7408 

11 

)l 

17-2 

7240 


O 

10-2 

7101 

11 

»» 

5-7 

0314 

11 ' 

12-« 

2*5 

5125 


t) 

1-7 

4304 

11 

t) 

-88 

3487 

11 

»» 

-4n 

2083 

11 

15’ 

•141 

1502 

11 

n 

•070 

1045 

11 


•05;] 

010-5 

11 

n ^ 

•o:]4 

727 3 

11 

n 

•oil 

5.39 -2 

11 


•0071 

4.59-1 

11 

11 

•0051 

430-4 

11 j 

11 

•00015 

392-7 

11 1 

11 

•00007 : 

,378-8 

” ! 


* Kiom Mr J. T, Ilottomley’s expeiiments. See note to Tal)le X. above. 


Tahi.k XII . — Thermal (^miluctirlties. 


Silver 


SubHtanroM. 



Copper (crown). 


»» 

»» 


C 

first snocimen 
second „ 


'IVmiHTa- 

turi's. 

0'^ 

lo 


i» 

Iron, 1 in. sq. bar 

„ l^in.sq. bar .... 
„ Forbes in. bar 

If 

Meroury 

i> t...... 


♦» 

0'^ 


pom 

H. F. Weber. 

•9096 

Tait. 

•7129 

; Do. 

•9946 

; Angstrom. 

•9599 

1 Do. 

•7202 

, Loren/.. 

•1491 

1 Forbes. 

. -1980 

Do. 

•2010 

1 Tait. 

•1896 

, Angstrom. 

•1660 

; Lorenz. 

; 01479 

; H. F. Weber. 

•01893 

1 Do. 

t 
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Table XII. (continved) — Thermal Conductivities. 


Substances. 

Tcinpcra- 

Conductivity. 

Authority. 


tures. 

k. 

Phosphor bronze 

15' 

•41.V2 

KirchhofF and Hausemann. 

Zinc 

(F 

•HOofi 

H. F. Weber. 

»» 

15’ 

*•254 

0' 

5 

Kxr 

Kirchholl and Hansemann. 

Aluminium 


•3135 

•3010 


Antimony 

Bismuth 


•0442 

•0177 

•039(> 

•0101 


Brass, red 

„ yellow 


•2400 

•2041 

•2827 

•2540 


Cadmium 


•2200 

•2015 


German Silver 


•0700 

•0887 


Lead 


•0830 

•0701 


Magnesium 



•37()0 

1 

Tin 

Air 

'I 

•1528 

•1423 

J 

Oxygen 

Nitrogen 

Carbonic oxide 

1 

> ... 

J 

•000019 1 

Clausius and Maxwell, ac- 
cording to kinetic theory. 

Carbonic acid 


•000038 

Do. do. 

Hydrogen 


•00031 

Do. do. 

Oxygen 

T” to 8’ 

•(KK)O503 

Winkclmann. 

Nitrogen 

7^ to 8 ' 

•0000521 

Do. 

Carbonic oxide 

0° 

•0000190 

Do. 

Carbonic acid 

T to B'’ 

•0000510 

Do. 

0^ 

•00(K)305 

Do. 

>» »i 

Hydrogen 

100° 

•0000100 

Do. 

7° to 8° 

•0003321 

Do. 

»l • • . . • 

0° 

•0003190 

Griitz. 


100° 

•0003093 

Do. 

Air 

(F 

•0000192 

Kundt and Warburg. 

9 9 

0° 

•0000513 

Winkelmann. 


0° 

•(MW)04838 

Gratz. 



100' 

•0000053 

Winkclmann. 


lUO’ 

•00005734 

Grutz. 

Stone, porphyritift trachyte 


•00590 j 

Ayrton and Perry, Pfiil, 
Mag,, 1878. 

Underground strata 


•005 

Forbes and Wm. Thomson. 

Sandstone, Craigleith 


•01008 

Do. do. 

Traprock of Cal ton Hill 


•00415 

Do. do. 

Sand of Exper. Garden . 


•IK)202 

Do. do. 

Water 


•002 

J. T. Bottomley. 

Ice 


•005C8 

Neumann. 

Fir, acro.S8 fibres 


•00020 j 

P6clet, in Everett’s Vnitt 
and Phynical Constants, 

„ along fibres 


•00047 

Do. do. 

Walnut, across fibres 


•(KK)29 

Do. do. 

„ along fibres 


•00048 

Do. do. 

Oal^ across fibres 


•00059 

Do. do. 

Cork 


•000397 

Do. do. 

Hempen cloth, new 


•000144 

Do. do. 

M old 

Writing paper, white . . . . j 


•000119 

Do. do. 


•000119 

Do. do. 

Grey paper, unsized 

Calico (new), all densities.. 


•000094 

Do. do. 


•000139 

Do. do. 

Wool (card^), all densities 
Finely carded cotton wool.. 


•000122 

Do. do. 


•000111 

Do. do. 

Eider down 


•000108 

Do. do. 

Glass 


•0021 

P^clet. 

„ Ger. and Eng. plated 

... 

•00198 N 

•00234 
•00185 j 

Profs. Herschel and Le- 

»» f» *» 1 

,, Ger. toughened .... 


brun, and J. F. Dunn. 


T. III. 


15 
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Table XIII . — iJiffusivities (Thermal, Laminar-motional, Material, 

and Electric), 


Sutxttanco. 

'I hernial 
Conductivity 
k. 

Thermal 
(‘apacitv of I'nit 
Jtulk. 

c. 

DiflusMtv, j 
in siiu.'ire cetiti- 

iiiftri's jMT 
fteitilid. 

Authorit}. 

CopiMT . . . 


•815 

118 

Angstrom & Tait. 

Iron 

•20 

•88(1 

•225 

Angstrom & Tait. 

Air. 

1 




()x.y^?(‘n 

Nitron'll .. 

j -OOOOl'J 

*0(M)307 

•10 

) ClausiusandMax- 

CHrlu)nic oxido .. 

J 



L well, according to 

Carbonic acnl . .. 

•000(«« 

*000428 

•0888 

1 kinetic theory. 

Hydrogen 

•IHKKH 

*000307 

M2 

/ 

) Forbes and W. 

IJiKUTgrotind Htrata 

1 -oori 


•01 

(rougii average) .. 


( Thomson. 

Wood 

•001 ).i 

•30 

•013 


Water ... 

•002 

1*00 

•(M12 

J. T. Bottomley, 

Traprock of Calton 
Hill 

1 -(HI nr. 

•5283 

•00780 


Hand of Kxjxjrinu'ii- 
tal (fiirden 

j -oo-Jii-J 

•300(i 

•00872 

1 Forhes and W. 

SandMtone of Craig- 
Icith Quarry .. . 

Gravel of Grt'enwich 

j 'OKMW 

•1023 

•(t2;iu 

1 Thomson. 

P K\oivtt, fai/taafid 

I I*hus. ('oii'ftanta. 

1 ... 


•01211) 

ObHervatory Hill.. 

1 


L 1HH(! Kd., p. 110. 


j 



, Avitonnnd I’erry, 

Stone, porphyritic 
trachyte . . . 

- -OOoOO/ 

1 ' I 

J ! 

•5738 

•01028 

! iVu/..l/ar/.,1878, 

‘l til st half-year, p. 
211. 

La minnr- motional Dlffnsivit ies. 



Laminar motion through air ... 


•053 

Stokes A' ^Maxwell. 

Laminar motion through water at 10 C. 

•0132 

Poiseiiillo, Stokes 

M a teru 1 1 Diffitsirit ies. 



Common Polt, through water , 


•00001 10 

Fiek. 

(!ane sugar, thiough water 


•00000305 

Voit. 

C’aramel, through water at lU C. 


•00000054 

Prof jSlach of 

Alhuiiien, through water at l.T (’ 
Cane sugar, tlirongh w’ater at U’ ( 


•00(M)0073 

•000<X)30 

j riagiie,//»pcri«/ 
y Arademij of .SVi- 
nu'vs of Vienna, i 
j January 13, 1879. 

Water and common salt, through water at 5 'C. 

Do. do. at 1)' C. 

Hydrochloric acid, through water 

•000(X)885 

•(KXXHOO 

•()(X)0202 

Potassium chloride, 

10 solution through water 

•(X)(M)127 


Potassium bromide, 

,, 


•(K)(H)131 


Potassium iodide. 



•0000130 


Potassium nitiate, 



•IXX)00020 

T. Schuhmoister, 

Potas.sium carlxmate, ,, 

ft • 

•IXHHIOOIH 

jriewer Sitzunffs- 

Potassium sulphate 



•(XHX)0808 

' herichte, April 3, 

Ammonium chloriile. 


•00(X)120 

1879. 

Sodium br»)mide, 



•(X)IHKX)05 


Soiiium imlide. 



•0(KKK»02G 


Sodium chloride, 



•00000072 


Sodium nitrate. 


«« 

•00000094 


Sodium carbonate, 



*00000463 




XCII. PT. II.] 


HEAT. 


227 


Table XIII. (cof^tinued). — Dijfusinties (Thermal, Laminar- 
motional, Material, and Electric), 


Material Dijfusivities (continued). 


I Diffusivitv, 

, in squaro Cfiiti 
iiictri»f!i nor 
socoiia. 
k,c. 


Authority. 


Sodium sulphate, 10 7^ solution through water 
Lithium hroiinde, ,, „ 

Lithium iodide, „ 

Lithium chloride, ,, 

Calcium chloiijh*, ,, ,, 

Cupric chloride, 

(’opjwr sulphate, ,, ,, 

Zinc sulphate, ,, „ 

Magnesium sulphate, ,, ,, 

Carbonic acid and air . 

Carbonic acul and hydrogen . 

Oxygen and hydrogiui .... .... 

Carbonic acid and oxygen . . . . . 

Carbonic acid and carbonic oxide . 

Carbonic acid and marsh gas 

(’arbonic acid and nitrous oxide .. 

Sulphurous acid and hxdiogen 

! Oxygen and carbonic oxide ... 

! Carbonic oxide and hydrogen 


•00000701 

•00(HMM.l‘20 

•00()0002<; 

•OOOOOHK) 

•(KMXMITS? 

•(KXHMHOM 

•ooono‘ 2 i:t 

•0(i()00‘2:u 

•(H)0()():i-24 

•7211 
•1100 
•1 too 
•j r>Hi> 
•OOHd 
•1H(X) 
•1802 
•()122 


1 

I 

[ T. Schuhiiieistor. 




lioschmidt, Im- 
! perial Academy 
of ScienccH 
I'tcnna, lOtli 
March, 1870. 

1 


Electric (\ible Dijfnsirities, 


I ■ 


Name (if Cnhlo. 


Suez- Aden... | 
A den -Born bay. I 
Persian Oulf 1 
Cable, 1801 \ 

Atlantic, 1805. | 
French Atlan-,/ 
tic, 1800... i 
Direct dhiited j 
States Cable . i ( 



^ . 

c-i 3 


6 

3 


^ . 

(A c 5 

ii . 



'A 3 




Olftunlvltv, 


! 

T— ^ 


III nquiiri' 

s-z 

O 3 

2 V 

! 

® t! 

Si 5 § 

c « H 

t/pS J 

3 

I'ctltillK'llrn 
]>rr M.‘( oiiil. 
/./r. 

lA 

^'CS 1 

ill ' 




p - d 1 


W 3 3 



jJw 




10-12 

•00fK)17H 

•:h“,80 

l-!Ki2 - 10-=' 

•!l22xl0"' 

7 02 

•(Kj00201 , 

•3010 

1-').'55a 10-=' 

1 -SuO X 10'« 

0-25 

•0000200 ' 

•3180 

1-8H2 - 10-=' 

1 578 X 10'« 

4-27 

•00001.S4 1 

•.35.3.> 

l-!)0«xl0-»i 

2-27-lxlO"' 

310 

•000058G i 

•4295 

2-31«xl0-=' 

2 -.")28 X lO'* 

2*88 

•OOOOf.4.3 j 

! 

•1005 

2-211 X 10=' 

2 -900 X 10" 


II 

•jx 2 

isi 

'"■•3 S* 

^.S a 



-- 


^;ii^ 


15—2 
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Table XIV . — Diffusivities of Non-magnetic Metals for Elecinc 

Current*. 

Specific resistance (C. G.S.) is the resistance, in centimetres 
per second, of one centimetre length of conductor having its cross- 
sectional area equal to one square centimetre. Specific resistance 
(C. G. S.) divided by 47r is equal to the diffusivity in square centi- 
metres per second. 


. Diffusivity for 
electric curicnt, | 
Substance. in wpiaro j 

I centimetres per l 
' second. 


I Copper . 

! f.eud . 
i (ierinan Silver 
i Platinoid 

i 

1 


looO 

ir)r)2 

2706 


Table XV. Melting Points. 



1 

c\ 


C. 

Aluminium 

. 850" 

Lead .... 

326" 

Ammonia 

. - 75 

Manganese . 

1500 

Antimony , 

. 432 

Mercury 

•39 

Hisinuth 

268 

Nickel 

1450 

Brass . 

. 1015 

Palladium . 

1500 

Britannia Metiil. 

250 

Phosphorus (yellow) . 

44 

Bromine 

. - 7 

.. ,, (lecl) 

255 

Cadmium . 

, 321 

Platinum 

1775 

Cobalt 

. 1500 

Potassium . 

62 

Copper 

. 1054 

Salt, NaCl 

772 

Cold . 

. 1045 

Selenium, Vitreous 

104 

Iodine 

. 115 

„ Crystalline . 

217 

Iridium 

. 1950 

Silver 

954 

Iron Cast (White) 

. 1100 

Sodium 

95 

» n (CJrcy) 

. 1200 

Sulphur, Rhombic 

114 

,, Ilamtnored . 

. 1600 

,, Prismatic 

120 

„ Pure . 

, 1587 

„ Amorphous . 

120 

„ Wrought . 

. 2000 

Till .... 

233 

, „ Steel . 

. 1400 

Zinc .... 

433 

» Cast . 

. 1375 

Water 

0 


on this iabj«et» Art. XCVL at the end of the present volume. 
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Table XVI. Boiling Points, 




Boiling 

Points. 

C". 

Pressure 

inmms.of 

Mercury. 

Aiiirnouia 

11, N 

- 33"-7 

749 

Bromine 

lir 

+ 59*27 

760 

Carbon Monoxide 

CO 

- 193- 

760 

„ Dioxide 


- 78*2 

7G0 

Chlorine 

01 

- 33 0 

7G0 

„ Petroxido 


+ 9*9 

731 

Hydrochloric acid (abt.) 

HCl 

-1030 


Hydrogen 

II 

-200- 


,, Sulidiide 

’V^ 

~ 01*8 

760 

Iodine 

4- 250* 


]Mercury 


4-357*25 

760 

Nitrogen 

N 

-193*1 


,, Monoxide 

N,0 

- 92* 


Oxygen 

6 

-181* 

760 

Phosphorus (yellow) ... 

p 

+ 287*3 

7G2 

Potassium 

K 

+ 725* 


Selenium 

So 

+ G6G* 


Sodium (about) 

Na 

+ 900* 


Sulphur 

H 

+ 448*4 

7G0 

Sulphuric acid 

n.so, 

+ 325* 

7G0 

Sulphurous Anhydride.. 

so. 

- 10*5 

744 

Sulphur Trioxide 


+ 40* 

760 

Zinc Chloride 

ZnCl, 

+ G80* 
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Table XVII. Boiling Points. 




Boilinfj 
Point 
( '. 

Pressure 
inmms. of 
Moicury. 

Clilorkle of Kthyl 


12 V 

7C0 

Ah\ph\i\ 

c,n,() 

20-8 

759 

Methyl Form into 


32 -3 

760 

Ether 


34 97 

700 

Jiromide of Kthvl 

U.HJJr 

38-75 

760 

(Jarhoii (Ii-sul[)hi(lo 


40-2 

760 

Formic Ether 


51-4 

7G0 

Methylic Acetate 

CH.C^H.O, 

50-3 

760 

Act* tone 


5f)-r>3 

7C0 

Silicic Chlorithj 

SiCl, 

.')7-74 

760 

Chloroform 

CH(M, 

Cl-2 

700 

Wood spirit (Methyl Alcohol) 

VAlp 

CG-7 

753 

Ethyl Iodide I 

O.IIJ 

72*31 

760 

Acetic Etlier 


74;5 

760 

Trichlorid(^ of Phosphorus 

h-i; 

75*95 

700 

Alcohol (Ethyl) 

cuo 

78*4 

760 

llenzol 


80 4 

760 

Dutch liquid (Ethylene. Dichloridc) . 

c.n.oi. 

81 *5 

760 

Water 

JI.O 

100*0 

760 

Formic Acid 


101-0 


Methvlic lUityrate, normal 

cn,r,n,o. 

103*5 

760 

Stannic (Jhlorido 

Slid 

113*9 

760 

Methyl I so- valerate 

CH.AH,0. 

117*0 

764 

Acetic Acid 


117-1 

749 

Hiityric Ether, normal 


121*07 

760 

Ethvleno Dihromide 

(J.H.Hr, 

131*45 

760 

Arsiuiious (^hlori<lo 

AsCL 

130*21 

760 

Titanic Chloride 

Ti(3, 

130*41 

760 

Fusel Oil, normal 

C,H„0 

137 0 

740 

Silicic Bromide 1 

Sil!r^ 

153*0 

762 

Butyric Acid, normal ’ 


162*32 


Phosphorus Bromide 

rr.r, 

172*9 

760 

Oxalic Acid 

203*0 


Olycerine 


290*0 

760 

Sulphuric Acid 

HSO, 

325*0 

760 


Table XVIII. Boilinfj Points of Common Oils. 



i 


C\ 

Oil of Rosemary 

. 168^ 

Potrolino 

. 280° 

Ifernp oil 

. 258 ; 

Olive oil 

. .315 

Sago oil . 

. 260 • 

Antliracone . 

. 350 

Rose oil 

. 274 : 
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Table XIX. Latent Heats of Fusion, 

per unit mass of the substance; in terms of the quantity of heat 
required to raise unit mass of water from O' to 1 ’ 0. 


Bisinutli 

12T>4 

Palhulium . 

. 3r>-3 

Bromine 

IG-IS 

PIios|diorus . 

. 5*24 

Cadmium 

i:u>G 

Platinum 

. 27-lS 

Gallium 


Sea Water . 

. /)PG9 

Ic(^ 

79*2;) 

Silver . 

. 2107 

Iron, Cast, Grey . 

2:10 

Sulphur 

Till 

. 9;17 

Iron, Cast, White 


. 11 *20 

L(^ad . 

Mercury 

2-s:i 1 

Zinc . 

. 2.s i:i 


'I'ahle XX. Latent Heats of Eraporation. 
So.' Table XIX. above. 


Acetic Acid 

AcetaUi I'lthvl 

c ir (). 

12 10 
10.’) -SO 

„ 31 ethyl 


110-20 

Alcoliol, Cityl 

e, 


„ Kthvl 


2().S'i)2 

:M ethyl 

CJI ,0 

2G;1-8C 

Ammonia 

NH, 

297-38 

Arsenious (JhIori<h‘ 

AsCI, 

.').‘50 

Bromine 

Hr 

45-00 

Carbon dioxide 

CO, 

49-32 

„ disul]»hido 

cs, 

8G'G7 

Ethyl Bromide 

e.H.llr 

G1-C5 

„ Chloride 


89-30 

„ Oxide (Etlier) 


01 0 

Fonniate, Ethyl 


105*3 

,, Methyl 


117-1 

Formic Acid 

CHA 

120-7 

Iodine 

1 

23-95 

Mercury 

Hk 

G2-0 

Nitric Acid 

UNO, 

115-08 

„ Anhydride 

N’A‘ 

1 44-81 

Nitrous Oxide 

N/) 

i 100-G 

Phosphorus Chloride 

P(;i, 

51*42 

Sulphur 

s 

3G2-0 

„ Chloride 

•V-'. 

49-37 

„ Dioxide 

HO, 

94-5G 

Sulphuric Acid 

H.HO, 

122-1 

„ Anhydride 


147-5 

Tin Chloride 


1 30-53 

Water 

H,0 

1/535-9 

1 1536*5 
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Table XXL Specific Heats of Solids. 


Substances. 

Specific 

Heat. 

At. 

Weight. 

Sp. Ht. 

At. Wt. 

Aluminium 

*2122 

270 

5-7 

Antimony 

*0507 

119^6 

0-1 

Arsenic 

•0814 

74-9 

6*1 

Bismuth 

•0305 

210* 

6-4 

Brass 

•09.39 



Bromine 

•0843 

7976 

6-7 1 

Cadmium 

•0548 

111-0 

6-1 

Copper 

•0050 

63* 

6*2 

Class 

•198 



Gold 

•0324 

196-2 

6-3 

Graphite (about) , . . 

•310 



Ice 

•504 



Iodine 

•0541 

126-54 

6-8 

Iridium 

•0323 

196-7 

6-3 

Iron 

•1124 

5.') -9 

6-3 

Lead 

•0315 

206-4 

6-5 

Magnesium 

•215 

23-94 

5-9 

Marble 

•216 



Mercury 

•03192 

199-8 

6-4 

Nickel 

•1092 

.58-6 

6-4 

Palladium 

•0592 

106-2 

6-3 

Phosphorus (yellow) 

•1699 

30-96 

5 3 

Platinum 

•0324 

194-3 

6-4 

Platinum-iridium . . , 

•0410 



Potsissium 

•1655 

39-03 

6-4 

Quartz 

•19 



Silver 

•0599 

107-66 

6-4 

Sodium 

•2934 

22-99 

6-7 

Steel 

•118 



Sulphur 

•1844 

31-98 

5-9 

Tin 

•0559 

117-35 

6-6 

Zinc 

•0935 

64-9 

6-0 

• » 
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Table XXII. Specific Heats — Litjuids. 


1 

Substances. | 

Specilic 

Heat. 

Temp. C. 

Acid, Acetic i 

•4599 

10‘^ to 15" 

„ Hydrochloric 

(+10H,O) 

•749 

18" 

„ Nitric ( „ ) 

•76S 

18" 

„ Sul])huric 

•3315 

IG" to 20'^ 

„ ( + 5H.O) 

•57G4 

16" to 20" 

Alcohol, AinvHc 

•504 

2G' to 44" 

„ Ethylic 

•G15 

30' 1 

n 

•505 

- 20" ! 

I ,, Mctliylic 

•GOl 

15" to 20" 

! Ethyl, Oxide of 

•5113 

-30^ 

1 

•5-1C7 

+ 30 

„ Chloride of 

•427G 

-28“ and 4“ 

„ Bromide of 

•21G4 

5“ to 10“ 

„ Acetate 

•49G0 

-30“ 

1 , 

•5588 

30“ 

Benzol 

•4158 

19“ to 30“ 

Bisulphide of Carbon ... 

•2401 

30“ 

Bromine 

•1071 

13“ to 45“ 

Chloroform 

•2354 

30“ 

Mercury 

•0333 

5“ to 30“ 

Nitro Ilenzol 

•3478 

10“ to 15“ 

Paraffin 

•683 


Phosphorus (yellow) 

•2045 

49“ to 98“ 

Sulphur 

•2346 

11 9“ to 147“ 

Sulphur Chloride 

*2024 

10“ to 15“ 

Turpentine 

•4537 

40“ 
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Table XXIII. Specific Heats of Gases. 


Substanc<‘H. 


Press me 
constant. 

Volume 

constant. 

Acetone 


•41l>:) 

•378 

Air 


•l>37o 


Alcohol, Ethyl 

c.H„o 

•47)3 1 

•410 

„ Methyl 

CH^O 

•47)80 

•397) 

Ammonia 

ll,N 

•7)37)6 

'391 

Arsenions (Jhloriile ... 

AsCI, 

•1122 

*101 

Henzol 

c„ii. 

•377) t 

•37)0 

Eromine 

P>r 

■Oolto 

•0429 

(WhoLi Monoxide 

(‘O 

•212.') 

•1736 

,, Dioxiile 


•2169 

•172 

„ JJisulpIihlo 

(-S, 

•17)96 

•131 

Chlorine 


•1211 

•092H 

Chloroform 

CIKT 

•US9 

•140 

Dutch li(|uitl 


•2293 

•209 

Etlier 


•I7!)7 

•47)3 

„ A(M*tic 


•400S 

•378 

Ethyl Cliloride 


•2738 

•243 

„ (!yimi<lc 

G,ll N 

•4261 


,, Bromide 

0;ilJJr 

•1896 

•171 

,, Suljdiido 


•4008 j 

i -379 

Hydrochloric Acid.... 

IH'l 

•1867 I 

i -1301 

Hydro^'cii 

H 

3-4090 i 

I 2-111 

,, Sulphide ... 

^larsh Cas 

n,ii 

•247)1 I 

! -184 


•7)929 

•468 

Nitrogen 

N 

•2438 

i -1727 

Nitrous O.\ido 

NO 

•2262 

•181 

Nitric Oxide 

NO 

•2317 

•167)2 

Oletiant Oas 

G,J 1 , 

•4040 

•37)9 

0.xygen 

O, 

•2173 

•17)51 

rhos[)horu.s Chloride . 

PCI 3 

•1347 

•120 

Silicic Chloride 

SiCl, 

•1322 

•120 

Stannic „ 

SnOl 

•0939 

•086 

Steam 

H.O 

•4807) 

•370 

Sulphur Dioxide 

SO, 

•17)44 

•123 

Titanic Chloride 

TiCl, 

•1290 

•119 

Turpentine j 


•7)061 

•491 
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Table XXIV. ffpenfic Heats — Saline Solutions*. 


Substances. 

Density. 

Sjvocifio 

Heat. 

Density 

into 

Speeitic 

Heat. 

Copper Sulphate 

M84 

•835 i 

•0801 


M42 

•8788 

1 00.50 


MOR 

•81)08 

•0070 


1 (>H71 

•0103 

•0004 

Lead A<3otate 


•8310 

1-OllG 

,, Nitrate 

M3;u 

-8816 

•0002 

Iron Sulpliate 

1 1.52:1 

-8108 

-9758 


i-u<; 

-8814 

1-0101 

Potassium Bichromate 

1-0.577 

-9474 

1-0021 

Sodium Carbonate 

1 -089:5 

-9222 

1-0040 


1-080 

-9.508 

1-005:5 

Sodium Chloride 

1-18.5 

-8.590 

-9912 

Zinc Sulpliate 

l-:527 

-7520 

-9987 


1-2.58 

-7755 

-9750 


1-101 

-8000 

-9992 


1-075 

-92.50 

-9922 


* T. Gray, “On tlie Specific Heats of Saline Solutions.” Royal 

Society of Edinburgh, 21st June, lf:J80. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Os TFFE AI/rEHATlON OF TEMPEnATrilE AC('OMPANYL\(J CHANTJES 
OE PRESSURE IX FLUIDS. 

[Pror. lloij, tSW.y June, Isr^T; P/til. M(tfj , June Suppl., ISaH.J 

Let a mass of fluid, given at a temperature t and under a 
pressure p, be subjected to the following cycle of four operations 
in order. 

(1) The fluid being protected against gain or loss of heat, let 
the pressure on it be increased from p to p -h bt. 

(2) liCt heat bo added, and the pressure of the fluid main- 
tained constant at p + rar, till its tempcirature rises by dt. 

(3) The fluid being again protected against gain or loss of 
heat, let its pressure be reduced from /> + tsr to p, 

(4) L('t heat be abstracted, and the pressure maintained at 
p, till the temperature sinks to t again. 

At the end of tliis cycle of operations, the fluid is again in 
the same physical condition as it was at the beginning, but, as 
is shown by the following considerations, a certain transformation 
of heat into work or the reverse has betui effected by means 
of it. 

In two of these four operations the fluid increases in bulk, and 
in the other two it contracts to an equal extent. If the pressure 
were uniform during them all, there would be neither gain nor 
loss of work ; but inasmuch as the pressure is greater by during 
operation (2) than during operation (4), and rises during (1) by 
the same amount as it falls during (3), there will, on the whole, 
be an amount of work eciual to vrdi\ done by the fluid in ex- 
panding, over and above that which is spent on it by pressure 
from without while it is contracting, if dv denote a certain 
augmentation of volume which, when 'or and dt are infinitely small, 
is infinitely nearly equal to the expansion of the fluid during 
operation (2), or its contraction during operation (4). Hence, 
eonsidering the bulk of the fluid primitively operated on as unity, 
if wo take 
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to denote an average coefficient of expansion of the fluid under 
constant pressure of from to p -f vr, or simply its coefficient of 
expansion at temperature t and pressure p, when we regard ta* as 
infinitely small, wo have an amount of work equal to 

‘cr e dt 

gained from the cycle. The case o{ a fluid su(di ns water 
below •i'* Cent., which contracts under constant j>rcssiire, with an 
elevation of temperature, is of course included by admitting 
negative values for c, and making the corre.sponding changes in 
the statement. 

Since the fluid is resttued to its primitive physical condition at 
the end of the cycle, the source from which the work thus gained 
is drawn, must he heat, and sinc(‘ the operations are each perfectly 
reversible, Carnot’s principle must hold ; that is to say, if 0 denote 
the excess of temperature of the body while taking in heat above 
its temperature while giving out heat, and if ya denote “Carnot/s 
function,” the work gained, per unit of heat taken in at the higher 
temperature, must be cijual to 

ft 0 . 

But while the fluid is giving out heat, that is to say, during 
operation (4), its temperature is sinking from t 4- dt to and may 
be regarded as being on the average t-\- hdt; and while it is taking 
in heat, that i.s, during operation (2), its temperature is rising froin 
what it Avas at the end of operati(»n (I) to a temperature iiiglnu* 
by dt, or on the average exceeds by the temperature at the 
end of operation (1). The average temperature while heat is 
taken in consequently exceeds the average temperature while heat 
is given out, by just as much as iho body rises in tcmj)erature 
during operation (1). If, therefore, this he denoted by 0, and if 
Kdt denote the quantity of heat taken in during operation (2), 
the gain of work from heat in the whole cycle of operations must 
be equal to p0 Kdt, and hence we have 

fi0 , Kdt - we dt. 

From this we find 



where, according to the notation that has been introduced, 0 is the 
elevation of temperature consequent on a sudden augmentation of 
pressure from p to -f cr ; c is the coefficient of expansion of the 
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fluid, ajid K its capacity for heat, under constant pressure ; and 
is Carnot’s function, being, according to tlie absolute thermo- 
dynamic scale of temperature*, simply the reciprocal of the 
temperature, multiplied by the mechanical ecjuivalent of the ther- 
mal unit. If then t denote the absolute temperature, which wc 
have 8lH)wn by experimentf agrees sensibly with temperature by 
the air-thermometer Cent, with 274"* added, and if J denote 
the mechanical cciuivalent of the thermal unit centigrade, we 
have 


This expression agrees in reality, but is somewhat more con- 
venient in form, than that tirst given, Dynmnical Theory of 11 eat, 
§ 40. Trans. RS.E. 1851 [Art. XLViii. Vol. i. above]. 

Thus for water the value of Ky the thermal capacity of a cubic 
centimetre uikIct constant pressiire, is unity, and e varies from 
0 to about 1/2200, for tem])eraturos rising from that of ina.ximum 
density to 50' Cent., and the elevation of tcmj)erature produced 
by an augmentation of pressure amounting to n times 1033 
grammes per square centimetre (that is to say, to n atmospheres), 
is 




te X 1033 
42350 


n; 


and for mercury, we have, since 7v = (13 G x 0338 =) *459 


1033 

19439 


a. 


If, as a rough estimate, wo take 


the formula becomes 


t ~ 278 I 
4G ^ 2200 ’ 


4,1 50, UUU 


a. 


If, for instance, the temperature be 300^ on the absolute scale 
(that is, 2G (i), wo have 


0 =^ 


11 

G3G 


* Proponed by Dr Joule and mynelf in our paper “ On tlie Thermal Effocta of 
Fluids in Motion,’* Tran«. Roy, Soc., 1853, ISol and 1860 [Art. xux. Vol. I. above]. 

t See Part II. of our Paper ** On the Thermal Effects of Fluids in Motion,** 
RfnUmphical TrawactietUt 185 i. [Art. xux. Vol. i. above.) 
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as the heating effect produced by the sudden compression of water 
at that temperature : so that ten atmospheres of pressure would 
give 1/64 of a degree cent, or about five divisions on the scale 
of the most sensitive of the ether thermometers wo have as yet 
had constructed. 

Again, for mercury, if we take 1 ooOO as the value of e, the 
formula be<'omes 

t 

KWGOO " ’ 

and at temperature 26'^ cent., the heating effect of ten atmospheres 
is found to be 1/34 of a degree cent. 

Table giving the thermal effects of a pressure of ten atmospheres 
on water and mercury*. 


Teinporaturo. 

Increase or decrease of 
tell) jierat lire in water. 

lucreasi' of temperature 
in mercury. 

0 ' 

*0002f) decrease .. 

-020 

jr-95.... 


. . 

-0204 

lO" 

-00040 

increase .. 

-027 

20’ 

-00112 

do. 

-028 

30 ' 

-OOIHH 

do. 

-02!) 

40 ' 

-0020!) 

do. 

-030 

50' 

-00354 

do. .. 

-031 

(i(r 

-00445 

do. 

-032 

70'' 

-00540 

do. 

-033 

<S0 ’ 

-00G40 

do. 

-034 

1)0^ 

-00730 

do. 

•03.> 

100' 

-00855 

do. 

-030 


APPENDIX B. 

ExPEKIMENTS made to determine SURF^ACE CoNDl CTIVITY FOR 
Heat in Absolute Measure. By Donald Macfarlane. 

[Proc, Hoy. Soc, Jaiu 11. 1872.] 

The experiments described in this paper were made in the 
Physical Laboratory of the University of Glasgow, under the 
direction of Sir William Thomson, during the summer of 1871. A 
set of similar experiments were made in 18G5f; but being merely 
* Added August 1, 1858. 

t [Note of Aug. 22, 1887. The only data, in abfkdute measurement, of surface 
conductivity which I knew to be in existence previous to this date, are referred to in 
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preliminary, carried on by different individuals, and embracing only 
a limited range of temperatures, it is thought unnecessary to allude 
further to them here*. 

A copper ball, 2 centimetres radius, having a thermo-electric 
junction at its centre, was suspended in the interior of a double- 
walled tin-plate vessel which had the space between the double 
sides filled with water at the atmospheric temperature, and 
the interior coated with lamp-black. The other junction was in 
metallic contact with the outside of the vessel, and the circuit 
WcTS complet(;d through the coil of a mirror galvanometer. One 
junction was thus kept at a nearly constant tcunperature of about 
14 Cent., wliile the other had the gradually diminishing tempera- 
ture of the ball. 

Having a<ljustcd the galvanometer to the degree of sensitive- 
ness desired, the copper ball was heatisl in the flame of a spirit- 
lamj) till its temp(‘ratnre wjus conMderably above that roijuired 
to throw the spot of light otf the scale ; it was then put into 
position in the interior of the tin-plate vessel, and as soon as 
the spot of light canu* within range, the (hdlections from the 
zero position wore noted at intervals of one minute exactly till the 
cliange of deflection was reduced to about two scale-divisions per 
minut(>. 

Two series of experiments were made in this way, each con- 
sisting of several sets of readings. In the first the ball had a 
bright surface, and in the second it was coateil with a tliin 
eovcTing of soot from the flame of a lamp, and in both the air w'as 
kept moist by a saucer containing a (juantity of w'ater placed in the 
interior of the tin-plate vessel. 

the following quention rxtractod from No. xMr. of the weekly examination papers 
for the claBfl of Natural Philosophy in tlie I’niversity of (Hasgow, Bc.sHion 
“ According to P^clct a warm body with any ordinary non-metallio surface, loses 
heat from each square centimetre of surface at the rate of of a thermal unit 
|H^r second if its temperature is T at>ove that of the air and solids around it. Hcncc 
show that if a large flat mass of rock of conductivity -003, is kept warmer than 
the air by the conduction of heat from within, it must be warmer within than at 
its surface at the rate of 1" per 12 centimetres inwards.” W. T.] 

* These cx[)eritn€nts consisted of two scries, one with the air moist by a little 
water placed in the interior of the yessel, the other having the air dried by sub- 
stituting sulphuric acid for water as in the first series; and the results in the two 
cases were so nearly alike, that any effect due to the moisture or dryness of the air 
could not be distinguished from errors of observation. From this circumstance, 
as well as the limited range of temperatures, these results arc not given here. 
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As the range of differences of toniperaturos of the junctions 
extended over 50° Cent., the change in the diflerence of thermo- 
electric qualities of the coppcu' and iron wires forming the junctions 
was very considerable, .and it was necessary to make a careful 
thennometric comparison of the temperatures of the junctions 
and galvanometer deflections. For this purpose the junctions 
were tied to the bulbs of two jm^viously com}>ared thermometers, 
having their stems divided to tenths of a (h»grei‘ Cent. ; these* were 
then placed in two vc.ss(‘ls of water, om* at tin* tt‘mperatnre of the 
air, and the other lu*ated by small additions of hot watc*r, and k(‘pt 
well stirred; simultaneous roaelings of tin* thermomeliTs ami gal- 
vanometer deflections w(*re then taken at various ])oints of tin* 
scale*, from whi(‘h the fornnda 

0 = 0 0024 + 0 •0()0()227.r 

Wfis obtained, where 0 is the value of a s(‘al(‘-division in terms 
of .a degr(‘e Centigrade, and .r the* galvanonu‘t(‘r d(*flection ; a.nd 
the diflerence of temperature of the junctions is ther(*fort* 

0x = 0 ’•0024./* -f 0' •0000227./*, 

from which the numbers in col. II. of tin* following Tables W(*re 
calculated. 

The method .adopted in reducing the oi)serv.ations w.as this: — 
Each single set of readings was arrang(*d in a vertical column, and 
the whole series placed side by side with corr(*sponding numbers in 
the same horizontal line ; the means of the horizontal lim*s wt*r(‘ 
formed into a similar column, .and divided into groups, each (!C)n- 
sisting of four consecutive numbers, .and tin* mcfins of tln*se groufis 
form the numbers in col. 1. of the Tables. 

Col. II. contains the differences of the t(;mperatun‘s of tiu; 
junctions at intervals of four minutes, corresponding to the m(*an 
deflections in col. I. 


* These readings were plotted, and the curve drawn throuRli the points agreed 
very closely with a portion of a parabolic curve whose equation is 

* a=2'l + 10fii-019x», 

8 denoting the deflections of the galvanometer, and x the difference of tempera^ 
iure; 8 is a maximum when x and, the colder junction having been 

*lWn 

at 16® Cent., we get 296® as the neutral point of tlie specimens of copiier and iron 
wires used — a very close agreement with former observations, considering the great 
distance of the neutral point from the temperature of the observations. 

T. III. 


16 
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Col. III. contain.«i the common logarithms of the numbers in 
col. II. 

Col. IV. contains the <lifferences of the successive numbers in 
col. III. (livi(l(*(l by 4. 

(^)l. V. is formed from col. IV., by multiplying by the Napierian 
logaritlim of 10, and i.s the rate at which the difference of tcm- 
p(‘^atll^^ varies per minute. 

Col. Vf. shows the (juantity of heat emitted from the ball in 
grammo'Water units per s(|uaro centimetre per second per <legree 
of (liff(Teiice of temp<»ratures, and is fornu'd by multiplying the 
numhijrs in col V. by ‘OOlKlBo*, a cmistant deptmding (Ui tlu* 
Hurffwe of the ball and its capacity for heat. 

Col. VI I. shows the nu^an diffi*rences of tempcTatures corre- 
sponding to the numbers in cols. TV., V. and VI. 

(^)l. VIII. the numbers found in col. VI. and VII. woro plott(‘d 
on 8(iuared papor, and a mean curve drawn through the j)oints; 
and, as.suming the quantity of heat emittc'd to be n'pnvsimtcd by 
the formula 

.r = a 4- 6^ + cf*, 

where t is the difference of temperature, the coordinates of the 
curve were ('mployod to determine a, 6, and c; and col. VIII., 
calculate<l by the formula, is added to show the degree of a])- 
proximation to which the results of the experiment are represented 
by it. 

* Tho flnrfiicc of tho ball was 50*26 sq. centimetres, and its capacity for heat 
28*81 gramme- water units. TiOt jt denote the heat cniitUxl per second, per sq. centi- 
nu*trt» por dt^iroof difference of temperature, aud C tho rate at which the difference 
of temperature varies per minute; then 

xx60 x 60*26_^ 

28^31 


and therefore 


jc=r 009385 C. 



Table I. First Series, 

Atmosphere moist. Cupper Ball polished bright. 
Means of nine sets of Observations. 
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•000168 + OOOOOlOSf - -OOOOOOOlTi*. 



Table II. Second Series, 
Atmosphere Copper Ball blackened. 

Ten sets of Observations. 
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C'l ^ O Ci X * O 

CC CO CO « CIS <C <?» 'M 'M 'M “N 'M 5* 

Iliiiliiiiiililil 


c^r»CiC:<MTOi'^'MC'OCs*H-tOCl^ 
O X I- o X c; *.0 O c c» ‘O 
' i> ,H /-j: ^ 1*^ ,li ji :b iH o r. i 

o lO *f -tt CO CC 01 01 01 rH r-t r-4 rH »H r-J 


O 01 T. *0 O CO O CO T, 01 01 1 '- 01 

01 01 01 ’-I ^ O O Ci X X I-* t* t'- 'w O !■» 

CO CO CO X CO ?0 so 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 01 

5?gggg29§gg2g2xg*5 

gggggg5gggjg55g55 


X CO 01 01 p <M o C X C CO 01 01 CD CO 
01 01 CD 5 C' 01 10 «-H t>- 5; c CO O 
-f'-^^COCOSOOl*-lr^CC05XPXXOl 
CO CO CO CO CO CO CO CO CO so so 01 01 01 O^ 01 01 

coocooc ocooccocoo 




»-lO®®QCO*Ht-XiOiHpXiOOCDi-4 

rH »-( X P so Oi p' ‘O 01 c. »0 :0 CO CO CO 
»0 10 CO CO CO CO so 01 01 01 01 01 01 

oooooooocoooooooo 


I.J? 

. |s| ^ 

5«i 


CO 01 fX CO o 01 01 O Cl P X X »0 ^ CO O 10 
Ci ’*P O »0 10 01 Cl CO 01 Cl O 10 Cl CO O X Ci 
X'XXXCl»-iWXCC'XPC0iH»-(fHrH01r-i 
01 CO O X CO t>- »-< CO O »0 o »0 C 10 Q 10 o 
Xt'-t^c0i0»0’<|i’^c0c00101i-j^00cici 


'^xpoipxxpxt^coxoi'^io^cox 

'^PO‘ox9i>wocpooi»Hcp<N9ci9 

(X»H'^ob^^cb«pX)ib’^oiiHO(xr> 

^lOiO'fJiWCOOIOlOlW^^H^^tHiH 


« « 1 
c V, 5 
BSliC.i 

"llsll 


»ocooit*cicio»-ioiiooi'^pppr'Cici 

x-^PCici'*tioi»HiHcpip*HfH-^w9r>io 

tHXOi'b’i'ciccbcbppcbdc'Oixib’^’^ 

eo»OCi<OXCOpcOeOQXO'^cOi-<OCiX 

COiO'^'^WCOCOOIOieiiHfHiHrHrHfH 


Formula for calculating column VIII. : — 

a; = 000238 + OOOOOSOGf - •000000026«*. 
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The following Table gives the results calculated by the formula 
for every fifth degree within the limits of the experiments* : — 

Table III. 


Differonoe 

Emissivity. 

j Ratio of 

1 emissivo 



IX)vrcr 

of 

tomperatiiro. 

1 

! Polished 
surface. 

BlHckenetl 

surface 

of polishtxl to 
that of 
blaekoiiod 
surfftco. 

O 

5 

•000178 

•000252 

•707 

10 

•00018G 

•0002GG 

•GOO 

15 

•000193 

•000271) 

•G92 

20 

•000201 

*000280 

•G05 ; 

25 

•000-207 

•000208 

•Got ( 

1 30 

•00021-2 ! 

•oooaoG 

•G03 

35 

•000217 1 

1 -000313 

•003 1 

40 

•000-220 1 

1 -000310 

•003 i 

15 

•0002-23 

•000323 

•Goo 1 

60 

•0002'25 

•00032G 

•GOO 

55 

•(M)02-2f) 

•000328 

•GOO 

GO 

; •(KH)226 

•000328 

•GOO 


APPENDIX a 

Note on Dulong and Petit’s Law of Cooling. By Donald 

Macfahlane. 

[/Voc. Roy . Hoo , June 10, 1875.] 

The Journal de Physique for December 1873 contains a 
friendly notice by Professor A. Cornu of experiments made to 
determine surface-conductivity for heat (or, as we may call it, 
** thermal eniissivity ”) in absolute measure, an account of wliich 
was communicated to the Royal Society, and read January 1872 
(sec Appendix B above). On the results there given M. Cornu 
remarks : — 

“Ces noinbres verifient la conclusion de Dulong ct Petit, a 
savoir qiie les vitesscs do refroidissemunt ne d<?pendcnt de I’etat 
des surfaces ([uc par une constante de proportion alite. 

* The results hero fciven in Table 111. agree as closely as might bo expected with 
the results obtained by Mr J. P. Nichol from experiments ma<lc in the Natural 
Philosophy Laboratory of the University of Edinburgh, and described by Prof. Tait 
in ** Notes’* read before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, June C, 1870 (Proc. 
R. S. A*. Vol. VII. p. 20G). 
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L’accdldration negative du rapport des poiivoirs dmissifs n*in- 
firine pas sensiblerneiit cette conclusion ; olle est si faible qu*elle 
pent etro attribinV a une petite crreiir reguliere dans revaluation 
des diderenc(;H de temperature; en etfet, Tauteur ne parait tenir 
aucun coinpt<i d’une cause delicate d’erreur (jui avait preoccupd 
Dulong et Petit, a savoir la resistance inegale k la transmission de 
la chaleur dans les deux cas. II est evident que, dans le refroi- 
dissement le plus rapide, la temperature est distribute moins 
uniformement (pie dans le cas d’un refroidissement lent ; I’ai- 
guille tlM‘rmoel(‘Ctri(pi(* indiipn* done moins bien la temperature 
moyenne de la masse* (pie les boiiles de mercure des physiciens 
fran(;ais.” 

On this it is to lx* r(*marked that a rigorous proportionality 
in the rates of (tooling of ditfereiit surfaces is in itself not probable; 
and my experiuu'iits in fact disprove it, so far as it is not at all 
likely tliat tlui errors of observation could be so great or so con- 
sistently regular in the same direction as the truth of the supposed 
law would rc(pure. 

As to the vaiiatiou of t(*mi)erature from centre to surface 
occasioned by the rapid cooling of tin* ball, this was certainly not 
overlooked in planning the expeiiinents. Sir William Thomson 
consideied the matter can fully, and selected cojiper, on account 
of its high conductivity, estimating that in a copper ball of the 
dimensions u-imI (diameter 4 centimetres., the temperature must 
be sensibly unilbrm througliout. A very simple calculation (made 
in conse(pience of M. (Vunu’s criticism, and afipeiided below) from 
Fourii*r’s ceUduated torinula for the cooling of a homogi'iieous 
solid globe shows, in fact, that, in the case of a copper globe of 
2 centimetres radius, tlni centie is warmer than the surface by 
only about 1/4000 of the exceSsS of its temperature abo\e that of 
the surrounding medium. There would be a much greater differ- 
ence of temperature between surface and centre in a globe of 
mercury of the same diincnshuis, because mercury is a much worse 
conductor of heat than copper, and because a much greater differ- 
ence of temperatures than that which there is in the copper would 
be required to prodm'o any considerable convection heat by 
currents in the liquid. Moreover the glass envelope containing 
the mercury in a thermometer-bulb of ordinary dimensions pro- 
duces a sensible diffori'iice of tein|)erature lietween the outer 
surface of the glass exposed to the external medium and the 
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surface of the mercury. For let b be the thickness of the glass, 
E the **emissivity” of its outer surface, and k the conductivity of 
its substance ; let the excess of temperature of the outer surface 
of the glass above that of the surrounding medium be v, and the 
excess of temperature of the inner surfiice of the glass above the 
outer hv ; we have 



= Ev. 


Now by the Glasgow experiments it hiis been found that E is 
approximately of a gramme-water thermal unit per square 
centimetre per second ; and by the determinations of condiietivities 
of stones and underground strata in absolute measures by Peclet 
and Forbes the value of k for glass may be roughly estimated 
at in terms of centimetre, second, and gramme-water thermal 
unit. Hence 


Thus, if the thickness of the glass bo half a millimetre (i.e. h = g\y), 
we have 


Sv = 



This is a small difference, but by no means imperceptible^ in the 
delicate experiments of Dulong and Petit ; and it is twenty times 
the difference of temperature between the centre and surface of 
the cooling copper globe of 4 centimetres diameter. 


Appendix. 


Distribution of temperature in a cooling copper globe of 4 
centimetres diameter, calculated from Fourier’s formula 


where 


u == SP, 6 •• 

o’c ’ ^*“a " 


.( 1 ). 


Vt roots of the transcendental equation 

Ea 


= 1 - 


•( 2 ), 


tan«r ' k 

and P, coefficients determined to give (according to Fourier’s 
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nietliod) any arbitrary function of x from a’ = 0 to a; = a, for the 
value of v, when < = 0 : 

V temperature at time t and distance x from centre of globe, 
a the radius of the globe, 
k the thermal conductivity of its substance, 
c the thermal capacity j)er unit volume of its substance, 

E the; thermal ernissivity of its surface. 

Taking the centimetre, second, and gramme-water thermal units 
for the fundameiital units, we have, as stated above, 




4000 “rproxiniation); 


Tluuvfoie 


and Angstrom’s expeiiincnts gave for copper 
k = 1 approximat(‘ly. 

Kit ^ it 

k 4i)(K) ’ 

and for the globe o( 4 centimetres diameter used in the (ilasgow 
t'X[Kiriments, 

Ka _ 1 

k “20()0* 

In all cases in which is small, the smallest nmt of the trans- 

ciMidental equation (2) is approximately C([ual to 

^ Ka 
k 

(■ailing this we have 

:\K 






(1C 


and 


'^*6? ^ approximately, 


= 1 - 


I Aa.i:’ 


2 k (/'• 

Now any chosen term of (1) is a particular solution of the 
problem ; that is to say, it is the solution for the case for which the 
initial distribution of temperature is that which it expresses when 
t = 0. Hence 


1 Ka a-* 



XCII. APP. D.] 


HKAT. 


240 


expresses the temperature at time t, if when i = 0 the temperature 
is expressed by 

_ ^ 1 Ea a? 

ka^’ 

Taking, for instance, the copper globe of 4 centimetres diameter, 
we have 


“'(■-ioooS'" <">■ 


and we see that in the Glasgow experiments the diflFerence of 
temperatures between surface and centre Wiis just of the 

excess of either above the temperature of the surrounding medium, 
when time enough had elapsed to allow the first tenn of Fourier’s 
series to be tlie predominating one. Before that time the 
diftcrcnce of temperatures must have been less than 1/4000 of 
either, if initially the temperature was uniform from surface* to 
centre. The Fourier analysis of the transition from the supposed 
initial uniform distribution to the state represented by (3) is ()x- 
ccedingly interesting, but unnecessary for the settlcmont of the 
present (piestion. 


APPENDIX D. 

ApPUOXIMATK PlloTOMETUIC MEASUREMENTS OF MooN, CeOUDY 

Sky, and Electric and otjieu Artificial Lights. 

[Read iKjforo the I'liilosophicrtl Society (ihisgow, 20th Novoiiihcr, 1HH2 
(/Voc. Vol. XIV. p. SO).] 

Sir William Thomson pointed out that the light and Inuit 
perceived in the radiations from hot bodies were but the ditlercnt 
modes in which the energy of vibration induceil by the heat was 
conveyed to our con.sciou.siiess. A hot kettle, red-hot iron, incan- 
descent iron, or platinum, or carbon, the incandescence in the 
electric arc, all radiate energy in the sjime manner, and according 
as it is perceived through the sense of sight, by its organ tlie (jye, 
or by the sense of heat*, we .speak of it na light or heat. When 

• SometirneH wronj?ly called the uensc of touch. The true lint of the netiHCH, 
first given, I believe, by Dr Thos. Ikud (bom 1710, and Professor of Moral Phi1o> 
gophy in the University of Glasgow from 1701 to 1780), makes two of what used to 
be called the sense of touch, so that, instead of the still too common wrong>reckon- 
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the period of vibration is longer than one four-hundred-million- 
niillionth of a .secoinl, the radiation can only be perceived by the 
sense of heat; when tlie period of vibration is shorter than one 
four-hundred-rnillion-niillionth of a second, and longer than one 
eight-hundred-inillion-millionth of a second, the radiation is per- 
ceived as light, by the eye 

Pouillet, from a series of experiments, deduced a value of the 
energy radiated by the sun, e(jual, in British units, to about 86 
foot-pounds per second per square foot of the earth s surface*, or 
about 1 horse-p<Jwc‘r to every square feet at the earth’s surface. 
We may estimate from this the value of the solar radiation at the 
surface of the sun. The sun is merely an incandescent molten 
mass losing heat by radiation, and surrounded by an atmosphere 
of incandescent vapour, so that the radiant energy really comes 

iug of tivo HcnsoH, wo have bix, as follows ; — 

Sense of Force. Sense of Light. 

„ Heat. „ Taste. 

,, Sound. ,, Smell. 

The Benso of force is the department left to the Bonsc of touch, when the 
senHo of heat or of tomperatuie is taken from it. The sense of touch, other than 
tem|>erutuie, has sometiinuH been, not very judiciously or logically, called Tactile 
sense,” those who lia\e so called it not having noticed that “ tactile” is merely the 
adji'ctivo of or belonging to touch. rhy‘'iologists have juHtl\ objected to the name 
“muscular seiiHo of touch,” by which, I believe, Thomas lh*id himself, and certainly 
Home of hiH sncceshors in lilasgow, who, teaching hiH philosophy lu thia matter, 
have deBigimted the seiiKc of touch other than temperature. The perception of 
roughness, as distinguislied fiom smoothness (>\hon \%e touch a piece of sandstone 
or of loaf sugar, and compare the scn.sation with what we perceive when we touch a 
piece of glass), would not be regarded by physiologists as a muscular perception. 
Hut it is a sense of force and of places of application of force which, in the case of 
touching a tough body, are the little areas of gieuter piei>bure distributed among 
area of less pressure or of no pressure. When we peiccisc resistance to our two 
hands pressing on solid matter, or holding up weights, we peiceivc force and places 
of application of force ; the places of application of the force being the surfaces of 
the two hands. In respect to this case of the )>crceptioii of force, physiologists 
would no doubt accept Thomas lieid's name of muscular sense.” But whether the 
jHirson |)ercei\ing the force is conscious of a sensation in the muscles of his arms, 
or, as in the case of i>erceiving roughnesB, is merely conscious of a sensation in the 
sensitive material of his tiiigors, or is conscious of roughness in the tips of his 
ilngeis, and of muscular stress in the muscles of his fingers, the thing perceived is 
still force and places of application of force. The simplest proper name of the 
sense to which these perceptions belong is the sense of “force.” 

* More recent observers have found larger and larger n^sults. Langley (Compte* 
iiV/idia, llth SepL, and Amencan Journal of Sciencf^ vol. xxv., March, 1883) 
finds 1-7 times the value given by Touillet, and quotes MM. Soret, and Crova and 
Viollo, who found rcs^xiotively 1-3 and 1*5 times PouilleFs result. 
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out from any square foot or square mile of the sun's surface, as 
from a pit of luminous fluid which we cannot distinguish as either 
gaseous or liquid. Take, however, instead of the sun, an ideal 
radiating surface of a solid globe of 440,000 miles radius. The 
distance of the earth being taken as 93 million miles, the radius 
of the sun is equal to, say in round numbers, one two-hundredth 
of the earths distance; hence the area at the earth's distance cor- 
responding to one square foot of the sun’s siirfaci*, is iM^ual to 
40,000 square feet The radiation on this surface is (40,000 x 86, 
or) 3,440,000 foot-pounds, which is therefore the amount of 
radiation from each s(juare foot of the sun’s surface. This amounts 
to about 7,000 horse-power, which, according to our brain-wasting 
British measure, we must divide by 144, if we wish to know the 
radiation per square inch of the sun's surface, which we thus find 
to be about 50 horse-power. 

The normal current through a Swan lamp giving a 20-candle 
light is equal to 1‘4 amperes with a potential of 43 to 45 volts. 
Hence the activity of the electric working in the filament is 61'6 
ampere-volts or watts (according to Dr Siemens’ happy desig- 
nation of the name of Watt, to represent the unit of activity 
constituted by the ampere-volt). To reduce this to horse-power 
we must divide by 746, and we thus find about 1-1 2th of a horse- 
power for the electric activity in a Swan lamp. The filament is 
3i inches long, and 01 of an inch in diameter of circular section ; 
the area of the surface is thus l-9th of a square inch, and there- 
fore the activity is at tlie rate of 3-4tlis of a horse-power persciuare 
inch. Hence the activity of the sun’s radiation is about sixty- 
seven times greater than that t)f a Swan lamp per eipial area, 
when incandesced to 240 candles per horse-power. 

In this country, the standard light to which photometric 
measurements are referred, is that obtained from what is known 
as a “ standard candle.” Latterly, however, objections have been 
raised against its accuracy. It has been said that differences of 
as much as 14 per cent, have been found in the intensity of the 
light given by difl'erent standard candles, and that serious difl'er- 
cnccs have been observed, in the intensity of the light from 
different parts of the same candle, in the course of its burning. 
The Carcel lamp, the standard in use in France, has been regarded 
as the only reliable standard. It i.s, no doubt, very reliable and 
accurate in its indications ; but it should be remembered that its 
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accuracy is greatly owing to the careful method and the laborious 
precautions taken to secure accuracy. If something akin to 
the precautions applied to the Carcel lamp by Regnault and 
Dumas, were applied to the production and use of the standard 
candle, there is little doubt but that sufficient accuracy for most 
practical purposes could also be obtained with it ; probably as 
good results as are already obtaincrl by the use of the Carcel lamp. 

At the Conference on Klcctrical Units which met in Paris lately 
(Oct. 1882), a suggestion was made to use as a standard for photo- 
metric measurements tin* incandescence of melting platinum, 
and very interesting results and methods in connection with the 
proposal were presented to the m(?eting. According to experi- 
ments by M. Violle, which M. Dumas reported to the Conference, 
a sfpiare centimetre of licpiicl platinum at the melting tempera- 
ture gives of yellow light seven tim(‘s, and of violet light twelve 
times, the (piantities of the same colours given by a Carcel lamp. 
The apparent area of the Swan filament, being one-ninth of a 
sipiaro inch, is ‘23 of a scpiare centimetre, and when incandesced 
to 20 candles must be about jus bright as the melting platinum of 
M. Violle s experiment, jus the 7 carceLs of yellow and 12 of 
violet must correspond to something like 10 carcels or 85 candles, 
in the ordinary estimation of illumination by our eyes. The tint 
of M. Violle’s glowing platinum cannot be very different from 
that of the ordinary Swan lamp incandesced to its “ 20 candles.” 
Thus, both as to tint and brightness, it appears that melted pla- 
tinum jit its freezing temperature is ncjirly the same as a carbon 
fihummt in vacuum incandesced to 240 candles per horse-power. 

For photometric mejusurements in which the lights compared 
are nearly enough {)oints, ami are sutliciontly bright, to give good 
sliadows, a very convenient metlnul is that of llumford, by a 
comparison of the shadow.s cast by the sources of light on a white 
surface. The apparatus necessary is only a piece of white paper, a 
small cylindrical boily such jus a pencil, ami a means of measuring 
distances. Ordinary liealtliy eyes are usually cpiitc consistent in 
estimating the strength of slnuh»ws, even when the shadows 
examineil are of ditferent colours, and with a reasonable amount 
of care pliotometric im*asuroments by this method may be obtained 
within 2 or 3 per cent, of accuracy. The difi'erence in the colours 
of the shadows is, of course, due to each shadow being illuminated 
by the other light. 
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An observation on moonlight made in this way showed the 
moonlight at the time and place of the observation (at York early 
in September, 1881, about midnight, near the time of full moon) 
to be equal to that of a candle at a distance of 230 centimetres. 
The moons distance (38 x lO**' cms.) is l O;) x 10* times the 
distance of the candle. Hence, ignoring for a moment the loss 
of moonlight in transmission thnnigh the earth’s atmosphere, we 
find (1*G5 X 10*)*, or twenty-seven thousand million million as the 
number of candles that must be spn^ad ovtT the moon’s earthward 
hemisphere ])aintod black, to send us as much light as wt» receive 
from her. Probably about one and a half tinu‘s as many candhvs, 
or say forty thousand million million would 1)(‘ recpiired, because 
the ab.^'Orption by the (*arth’s atmosphere may have stoppi^d about 
one-third of the light from n^aching the place when' the observa- 
tion was mad(‘. The moon’s dianuder is 3*5 x Kreentinndn's, and 
therefore half the an‘a of h(*r surface is ID x 10'* sipiare cmiti- 
metres, which is nearly five times forty-thousand million million. 
Thus it ajipears that if the hmnisphere of the moon facing the 
earth were painted black and covered with candles standing pack(*d 
in square order touching one anotluT (lu'ing say one candle to 
every five s(piare centimetres of surface), all burning normally, the 
light received at tlu^ earth would be about tin' same in quantity, 
as estiniat(Ml by oureyc's, as it really is. It would have very much 
the same tint and general apjiearance as an ordinary theatrical 
moon, except that it would be brightest at the rim and con- 
tinuously less bright from the rim to the centre of the circle where 
the brightness would be least. 

The luminous intensity of a cloudy sky he found, about 10 A.M. 
one day in York during the meeting of the British Association, to 
be such that light from it through <'iri apertuni of oik' square inch 
area was equal to about one candle. The colour of its shadow 
compared with that from a candle was as denq) buff yellow to azure 
blue — the former shadow being illuminated by the candle alone, the 
latter by the light coming through the inch hole in the window 
shutter. 

Arago* has compared the luminous intensity of the sun with 
that of a candle, and estimates it as ecjual to about 15,000 times 
that of a candle flame. This, as will be seen below, is probably 
less than 1/3 of the truth, for a bright Paris sun. 

* Aitronomie FopulairCt livre xiv. chap. xxv. 
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Since the reading of this paper, a hasty comparison of sunlight 
with a candle, last Friday (December 8) showed, at one o'clock 
on that day, the sunlight reaching his house in the University 
to be of such brilliancy that the amount of it coming through 
a pin-hole in a piece of paper of *09 of a centimetre diameter, 
produced an illumination equal to that of 120 candles. This 
is 0*3 times the 20-candle Swan light, of which the apparent 
area of incandescent surface is *23 of a scpiare centimetre, or 3*8 
tinuis the area of the pin-hole. Hence* the .sun's surface, as seen 
through the atmosplujre at the time and place of observation, was 
24 times as l)right as the Swan carbon when incandesced to 240 
(;andh‘s per horse-power. By cutting a piece of paper of such 
sha[)e aiul size as ju.st to eclipse the flame of the candle, and 
measuring the ar(‘a of the piece of ])aper, he found about 2*7 
s(|uare c(*nti metres as tlui corresponding area of the flame. This 
is 420 times the ar(*a of the pin-hole, and therefore the intensity 
of the light from thci sun's disc was equal to (120 x 420) about 
53,000 times that of a candle-flame. This is more than three times 
the value found by Arago ftp the intensity of the light from the 
sun's disc tis comp«ared with that from a candle-flame — so much for 
a Glasgow December sun ! Yet, as we shall see presently, the loss 
of light in passage through the atmosphere must have been much 
more than in tlie meaa\irement of moonlight at York. 

The *09 cm. diameter of the pin-hole, of the Glasgow observa- 
tion, subtends, at 230 centimetres distance, an angle of 1/2556 of 
a radian, which is 23*7 times the sun's diameter (1/107 of a radian). 
But at 230 cms. distance the sunlight through the pin-hole amounted 
to 126 times the York moonlight (which was one candle at 230 
cms. distance). Hence the Glasgow sunlight was [(23*7)* x 126 
times or] 71,000* times the York moonlight. Now the moon's 
apparent areaf is 1/193000 of the whole spherical areaj, and 

• For thorongh and aocurato inveatigationa regarding the relative brightnessea 

of Sun, Moon, Planeta and Stars ; a e e F. Zdllner in the Jnbelhand (1874) of 

Poggendorfs also a paper by Ludwig Seidel, XJntennohungen iiber die 

gegensoitige Helligkeit der Fizsteme erster Orbsse und Uber die Extinction des 
Liohtea in der Atmoaphare. Nebat einem Anhange iiber die Helligkeit der Sonne 
vergUchen mit Stemen, and iiber die Lichte refleotirende Kraft der Planeten*’: 
Ahhand, dtr math, phyi. Clatu der KikiigUtk Bayeruchen A had, der Wieun, 
Band 6, Munich, 1862. 

t Which ia r/(4.109-7*). 

X Which ia 4ir. 
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therefore if she were perfectly white, she would, when shining full 
on the earth, give only 1/193000 of sunlight, in conditions of equal 
loss by absorption in the atmosphere. 


APPENDIX E, 


On the Convective EguiLiHUirM of Tempeuatuhe in the 

Atmosphere. 


[Read U*fore the Literary and Idiihwopliieal Society of MancliesUT, January 
21st, 18()2, and pulilisliod in the Vol. n. of .‘Ird Series, p. 12.'>.] 

The particles coinjmsing any thiid mass are subject to various 
changing influonce.s, in ))articular of pressure, wluuievei they are 
moved from one situation to another. In this way they ex- 
perience changes of temperature altogetluT indepemhmt of the 
effects ])ro(luced hy the radiation or conduction of h(‘at. When 
all the parts of a fluid an' freely interehangcul and not sc'usihly 
influenced hy radiation and conduction, the temjHTatun' of the 
fluid is said to he in a state of convective ('(piilihrium. The 
equations of convective (MpiilibriuM in th(‘ atmospluTc are as 
follows, n, Ty and \V denoting the pressure, t<‘m|HTatur(», and 
mass per cubic cm. of tlu* air at the earth’s surface, and />, /, and 
p the samti (jualities of the air at any height x \ — 



which is the known relation between temperature and pressure ; 



the deduced relation between pressure and density ; and 

dp — — pdx (3), 


the hydrostatic equation, the variation of gravity at different 
heights being neglected, and the weight of unit mass (1 gm.) 
being taken as unit of force. Hence by integration, 

= 1 - , or if, for brevity, we denote by //, 


^ — 1 ^ k — \ 

“at 


(4). 


* For proof, see foot-note, p. 258, below. See also Part 1. of present article § 74, 
pp« 
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From (4), (1), and (2), it appears that temperature, pres- 
sure, and density would all vanish at the very moderate height 
1*41 

X //, which is about 27500 metres (or between 27 and 28 

•41 

kilometres), if convective e(juilibrium existed and if the gaseous 
laws had application to so low temperatures and densities. It 
has always app(‘arcd to mo to ho moat improbable that there is 
any limit to our atmosphere; and no one can suppose that there 
is a limit at any height nearly so small as 27 or 28 kilometres. 
It is difficult to make oven a plausible conjecturo as to the 
effects of ihwiations from the gaseous laws in circumstances of 
which w<‘ km»w so little as those of air at very low temperatures ; 
hut it ae(uns certain that the oth(T hypothesis involved in the 
prece<ling e((uations is violate<l by actions tending to heat the 
air in tlie higher n^gions. For at modc'ratci elevations above 
tin; Miirface, where* we hav(^ jiir following very strictly the gaseous 
laws, the rate of (h‘crease of temperaturcj would, according to 
‘41 X T 

e([uation (4), be ^ per metre, that is to say, ‘01 ' per metre, 
T 

since If = 7!KS8 x or I"" Cent. p(‘r 100 metres. Now, the 

(K^tual decrease, according to Mr Welsh, is I ’ Cent, in 16 1 metres, 
or not much more than half that according to convective e(pii- 
librium. 

It .seems that radiation, instead of partially accounting for the 
greater warmth of the air below, as commonly supposed, may 
actually diminish the cooling effect, in going up, which convection 
produces. In fact, since direct conduction is certainly insensible, 
we have only convection and radiation to deal with, except when 
condensations of moisture, &c., have to be taken into account. In 
fair and cloudless weather, then, the lower and lowest air being on 
the whole warmer (the lowest being of course at the same tempe- 
rature as the earth’s surface), it is perfectly certain that the upper 
air must gain heat by radiation from the lower — and that the 
convective difference of temperature must be diminished by the 
mutual inter-radiation. 

There are difficulties connected with the radiation of heat from 
air and earth out into space, and from the sun to air and earth ; 
but I think a full consideration of all the circumstances must 
explain the smallness of the decrease of temperature which ob- 
servation shows. 
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Dr Joule having suggestod that condensation of vapour in 
upward currents of Jiir might account, to a considornble extent if 
not perfectly, for the smallness of tlie lowering of temperature 
actually found in going up, I have added the following investiga-’ 
tion, in which the effect of condensation is taken into account. 

If a quantity of air, dry or moist, is allowed to (wpand from 
hulk V to bulk v 4- dv, it will do an amount of work equal to pdv 
on the surrounding matter. Now, by th(‘ principle (\stablished 
approximately by Dr Joule, in his experiments on air in 1844* 
the ch<ange of temperature which the mass will (*xperience will 
he almost exactly ecpial to what would be produced by keejung 
it at constant volume, and removing a cjuantity of heat 

equal to the tliermal etjuivalent of pdv. This is express(*(l by 

^jpdv, if we adopt the usual notation, »/, for dynamical ecpii- 

valent of the thermal unit. Now, if i and t -f dt denote the 
primitive and the cooled temperatures, so that — dt express(‘s tlu^ 
cooling effect (which is positive, dt being negative*), the bulk of 

j? 4* da 

the vapour, if at saturation in each case, woulel tend to be* v ^ ' ; 

if 8 denote the volume ( J a gramme* of vapour at saturation at any 
temperature and 8-\-d8 its vedume at temp(*ratur(i r//. Ile*nce 

d {,8 

if, as it will be .se*en is the cjise, v ^ is gn‘ate*r than dv, a |)ortio!i 
ds 

eepial in bulk to v ' —dv e)f the wate*r j)rimitiv(‘ly in vapour, 

8 

must become condeiisenl, lienees the abstnu*tion of the* h(*at 

^.pdv proeluces two effects; it coeds t\ui mass of air at ce)nstant 
•/ 

volume from tempe*rature t to temperature t + dt, and it condenses 
a bulk 

ds - 

V dv 

8 

of vapour. Hence, if L denote the latent heat of a cubic cm. of 
vaprnir of water at temperature t, and N the specific h(iat of one 
gramme of air at constant volume, we have 

* ** On the ChangeR of Temperature produced by the Rarefaction and Condenna- 
tion of Air," communicated to the lUjyal Society, June 20, 1844, alHo puhliBhed in 
the Philmophiral Maffazinfi, 184/>, first half year: Joule’a Scientific Pnper», Veil, i., 

p. 171. 


T. III. 


17 
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^jpdv = N X {—dt) + 





if we BuppoHe the ma-ss of air coiisitlercd to weigh one gramme 
(with or without the vapour, which will make but little difference 
on the whole weight). Hence 


dv _ 
-dt~ 


— at 

pTTZ ’ 


whore, for brevity, dlogs is written in place 


of — . log 5 denoting 
s 


the Napierian logarithm of a. 

To find L and necessary to know the bulk of 

a gramme of steam at different temperatures. Dr Joule and I 
have demonstrated f, by experiments on air and by dynamical 
reasoning, that 

where p denotes the pressure of vapo\ir at saturation at the 
temperature and ^ denotes the ratio of the bulk of liquid to 

vapour. Since - is very small, we have approximately. 

'y f at 


It was shown also in the same Paper, that the density of satu- 
rateil vapour was to be obtained more accurately from this equa- 
tion, and Regnault 8 experiments on the latent heat of a stated 
weight of vapour, than from any direct experiments on the density 
of vaipour made up to that time. This conclusion has been verified 


* If Zi = 0, this e(]uation booomos 

or, since , -^^(byan elementary thermodynamic formula for a perfect gas), 

dv _ ^ -dt 

T 

whence, by integration, - » f - j 

This expresses the elevation of temperature experienced by a perfect gas when 
compressed and not allowed to part with heat. 

t “ On tlio Thermal Effects of Fluids in Motion,” Part II., “ Theoretical Deduc- 
tions,” Section IL, Tramactiom of the Royal Socuty^ June, 1B54, (Art. xlix., Vol. i., 
above). 
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by the recent experiments of Messrs Fairbaim and Tate. With 
the assistance of some excellent tables in Rankine*s Steam Engine 
and other Pnme Movei's^ calculated on these principles, I have 
obtained the following results : — 


u ^ 

2 cTi^ 

e*l.« 

el" 

Volume of 1 jrra. of air 
at pressure 1034 ^ms. 
per square cm. 

IHnainical value of 
latent heat of 1 cubic 
cm. of Siiturated 
vapour. 

i 

^ a- 3 

C*c ^ 

iilll 

O W 

^ o S 

^ . S: ~ 
112? 

'9^ 

•* S 

Elevation from 
earth*s surface re- 
quired to cool moist 
au- by 1" CenL 

f - 273*7 


JL 

d lof» H 

dv 

d.r 

V 

-dt 

- dt 

- dt 

— - _ 



- _ 


— 

. - 

o 

cubic ciiiH. 

ffiu.-cms. 


cubic cniH. 

motrofl. 

0 

771 

122 

*0098 

11*891 

152 

5 

787 

170 

*0()71 

13*421 

108 

10 

801 

235 

•00 44 

15*193 

180 

in 

H15 

319 

•0017 

17*185 

207 

20 

829 

430 

•0592 

19*320 

22t) 

25 

844 

571 

*0509 

21*507 

252 

SO 

8/5H 

750 

•0540 

23*720 

274 

35 

872 

975 

•0524 

25*757 

284 


The column of this Table headed is calculated from the 

— at 

preceding formula. It expresses the expansion on the bulk of a 
cubic cm. recjuircd to produce a cooling effect — dt (along with an 
infinitesimal lowering of pressure below the standard pnvssure of 
1034 gms. per square cm., denoted by j)), when the mass is not 
allowed either to absorb or to emit heat 


The last column 


(hoadocl ^ 


) 


is calculated from the column 


headed 



the following formula, 


dx = pdv+pv 


— dt 
t ^ 


and shows the height, dx, that must be reached to get a lowering 
of temperature, — dt, when air saturated with moisture ascends. 
The pressure, p, is taken as 1034 grms. per square cm.; and the 

value of which is the same for the same pressure, whatever is 

t 


17—2 
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the temperature, is 


773 

274’ 


The results, for temperatures from 0"^ 


to 36^ Cent, are exhibited in the last column of the Table. For 
the tomp(3raturcs ()'’, 5 '\ and 10'^, they agree very well with the 
height for which Mr Welsh found a lowering of temperature of 
Cent ; and we may conclude that at the times and places of his 
observationH the lowering of temperature upwards was nearly the 
same as that which air saturated with moisture would experience 
in ascending. 

It is to be remarked that, except when the air is saturated 
and when, therefore, an ascending current will always keep 
forming cloud, the effect of vapour of water, however near satura- 
tion, will be scarcely sensible on the cooling effect of expansion. 
Hence the law of convective equilibrium of temperature in upward 
or downward currents of cloudless air must agree very closely with 
that investigated above, and must give a variation of 1 Cent, in 
not much more or less than 100 metres. 

It appears, therefore, that the explanation suggested by 
Dr Joule is correct; and that the condensation of vapour in 
ascending air is the chief cau.se of the cooling effect being so 
much l('ss than that which would be experiences! by dry air. 
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Aut. XCIIL— On the Reduction of Obseuvations of Under- 
ground Temperature; with Application to Professor 
Forbes’ Edinburgh Observations, and the continued 
Calton Hill Series. 

\Tramactio}is lioyal Society of Edinburgh (Read 30tli April, 1860), Vol. XXH., 

Part II., p. 405.] 

I . — Analysis of Periodic Vanatioiis. 

1. Every purely periodical function is, as is well known, 
expressible by lueans of a series of constant coefficients inultijily- 
ing sines and cosines of the independent variable with a constiint 
factor and its multiples. This important truth was arrived at by 
an admirable piece of mathematical analysis, called for by Daniel 
Bernoulli, partially given by Ljigrange, and perfected by Fourier. 

2. To simplify my references to the mathematical propositions 
of this theory, I shall commence by laying down the following 
definitions : — 

Def. 1. A simple harmonic function is a function which 
varies as the sine or cosine of the independent variable, or of an 
angle varying in simple proportion with the independent variable. 
The harmonic curve is the well known name applied to the 
graphic representation, on the ordinary Cartesian system, of what 
I am now defining as a simple harmonic function. It is the form 
of a string vibrating in such a manner as to give the simplest 
and smoothest possible character of sound ; and, in this case, the 
displacement of each particle of the string is a harmonic function 
of the time, besides being a harmonic function of the distance of 
its position of equilibrium from either end of the string. The 
sound in this case may be called a perfect unison. 

Def. 2. The argument of a simple harmonic function is the 
angle to the sine or cosine of which it is proportional 
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Cor. The argument of a harmonic function is equal to the 
independent variable multiplied by a constant factor, with a 
constant added ; that is to say, it may be any linear function of 
the independent variable. 

Def. 3. When time is the independent variable, the epoch 
is the interval which elapses from the era of reckoning till the 
function first acquires a maximum value. The augmentation of 
argument corresponding to that interval will be called “ the 
epoch in angular measure,” or simply “the epoch” when no 
ambiguity can exist as to what is meant. 

Def. 4. The period of a simple harmonic function is the 
augmentation which the independent variable must receive to 
increase the argument by a circumference. 

Cor. If c denote tbe coefficient of the independent variable 

27r 

in the aigument, the period is equal to — . Thus, if T denote 

c 

the period, e tbe epoch in angular measure, and t tbe independent 
variable, the argument proper for a cosine is 

27rt ^ 

and the argument for a sine 

iirt V 

-jr-e + g • 

3. Composition and Resolution of Simple Harmonic Functions 
of one Period. 

Pbop. The sum of any two simple harmonic functions of one 
period, is equal to one simple harmonic function whose amplitude 
is the diagonal of a parallelogram described upon lines drawn 
from one point to lengths equal to the amplitudes of the given 
functions, at angles measured from a fixed line of reference equal 
to their epochs, and whose epoch is the inclination of the same 
diagonal to the same line of reference. 

Cob. 1. IS A, A' he the amplitudes of two simple harmonic 
functions of equal period, and e, «' their epochs ; that is to say, 
if cos (mt — e). A' cos (mt - s') be two simple harmonic functions ; 
the one simple harmonic function equal to their sum has for its 
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amplitude and its epoch the following values respectively : — 
(amplitude) {(il cos e + 4' cos e )* + (il sin e + il' sin e')*}^ ; 
or [A* + 2AA‘ cos (e'- e) + 

^ ^ sin e + A' sin e 

-3 TIT >- 

cos e + > 0 . cos e 

Cob. 2. Any number of simple harmonic functions, of equal 
period, added together, are equivalent to a single harmonic function 
of which amplitude and epoch are derived from the amplitude 
and epochs of the given functions, in the same manner as the 
magnitude and inclination to a fixed line of reference, of the 
resultant of any number of forces in one plane, are derived from 
the magnitudes and the inclinations to the same line of reference 
of the given forces. 

Cob. 3. The physical principle of the superposition of sounds 
being admitted, any number of simple unisons of one period co- 
existing, produce one simple unison of the same period, of which 
the intensity (measured by the square of the amplitude) and the 
epoch are determined in the manner just specified. 

Cob. 4. The sum of any number of simple harmonic functions 
of one period vanishes for every argument, if it vanishes for any 
two arguments not differing by a semi-circumference, or by some 
multiple of a semi-circumference. 

Cob. 5. The co-existence of perfect unisons may constitute 
perfect silence. 

Cor. 6. A simple harmonic function of any epoch may be 
resolved into the sum of two whose epochs are respectively zero 
and a quarter period, and whose amplitudes are respectively equal 
to the value of the given function for the arguments zero and a 
quarter period respectively. 

4. Complex Harmonic Fwictiona . — Harmonic functions of 
different periods added can never produce a simple harmonic 
function. If their periods are commensurable their sum maybe 
called a complex harmonic function. 

Cob. a complex harmonic function is the proper expression 
for a perfect harmony in music. 

5. ExpressQnlUp of Arbitrary Fun^iona by Trigonometrical 
Africa. 
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Pkcjp. a complex harmonic function, with a constant term 
added, is the proper expression, in mathematical language, for any 
arbitrary periodic function. 


C. Investigation of the Trigonometrical Series expressing an 
Arbitrary Function , — Any arbitrary periodic function whatever 
being given, the amplitudes and epochs of the terms of a complex 
harmonic function, which shall be ecjual to it for every value of 
the independent variable, may be investigated by the “method 
of indeterminate coefficients,** applied to determine an infinite 
number of coefficients from an infinite number of equations of 
condition, by the assistance of the integral calculus, as follows : — 


Let F{t) <lenote the function, and T its period. We must 
suppose the value of F{t) known for every value of t, from t — o 
to t = T Let Mq denote the constant term, and let il/j, &c., 

denote the amplitudes, and &c., the epochs of the suc- 

cessive terms of the complex harmonic functions by which it is 
to be expressed ; that is to say, let these constants be such that 


F(t) - + M^ cos cos 

+ cos + &c. 

TluMi, expanding eacli cosine by tlie ordinary formula, and assuming 
cos 6, = ^'1 ,, il/g cos €.^ - A &c. 
iVj sin == /y,, sin == &c, 

W(‘ have 


4.1 2'”’^ . 4 . imt 

t (f) = A^^-\- A^cni^ f-/ljCos -f 3 cos -f &c. 

. 27r^ , j. . iirt , . iWt „ 

+ /I, sm y -f sin ^ -f B^sin + ^c. 


2iTrt 


Multiplying each member by cos dt where i ilenotes o or any 
integer, and integrating from t-o to t= T, we have, — 


r^., A ( 2t7r^\* 

t [t) cos y dt^A^ (cos y-j dt ; 


or 


= A, X when i is any integer ; 
» Aq X JT, when t = 0. 
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I 2 2iwt . 

A = cos ~Ydt \ 

and similarly we find 

n 2 . tinrt j 

(it: 

equations by which the coefficients in the double series of sines 
and cosines are expressed in terms of the ViUues of the function 
supposed known from t = oto t= The amplitudes and epochs 
of the single harmonic terms of the chief period and its sub- 
multiples are calculated from them, according to the following 
formula : 

= J/=(A; + J0^ 

(or for logarithmic calculation, il/, = ^l^sece^). 

The preceding investigation is sufficient as a solution of the 
problem, — to find a complex harmonic function expressing a given 
arbitrary periodic function, when once we are assured that tho 
problem is possible; and when we have this assurance, it proves 
that the resolution is determinate; that is to say, that no other 
complex harmonic function than the one wo have found can 
siitisfy the conditions. For a thorough and most interesting 
analysis of the subject, supplying all that is wanting to complete 
the investigation, and giving admirable views of the problmu 
from all sides, the reader is referred to Fourier’s delightful treatise. 
A concise and perfect synthetical investigation of tlie harmonic 
expression of an arbitrary periodic function is to bo found in 
Poisson’s Thdo7'ie Mathdmatique de la Cluileur, Chap. vil. 

II . — Periodic Variatiom of Terrestrial Tempei^ature. 

7. If the wliole surface of the earth were at each instant of 
uniform temperature, and if this temperature were made to vary 
as a perfectly periodic function of the time, the temperature at 
any internal point must ultimately come to vary also as a periodic 
function of the time, with the same period, whatever may have 
been the initial distribution of temperature throughout the whole, 
Fourier’s principles show how the periodic variation of internal 
temperature is to be conceived as following, with diminished 
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amplitude and retarded phase, from the varying temperature at 
the surface supposed given : and by his formulae the precise law 
according to which the amplitude would diminish and the phase 
would be retarded, for points more and more remote from the 
surface, if the figure were truly spherical and the substance 
homogeneous, is determined. 

8. The largest application of this theory to the earth as a 
whole is to the analysis of imaginable secular changes of tempe- 
rature, with at least thousands of millions of years for a period. 
In such an application, it would be necessary to take into account 
the spherical figure of the earth as a whole. Periodic variations 
at the surface with any period less than a million* of years will, 
at points below the surface, give rise to variations of temperature 
not appreciably influenced by the general curvature, and sensibly 
agreeing with what would be produced if the surface were an 
infinite plane, except in so far as they are modified by superficial 
irregularities. Hence Fourier's formulae for an infinite solid, 
bounded on one side by an infinite plane, of which the tem- 
perature is made to vary arbitrarily, contain the proper analysis 
for diurnal or annual variations of terrestrial temperature, unless 
a theory of the effect of inequalities of surface (upon which no 
investigator has yet ventured) is aimed at. 

9. The effect of diurnal variations of temperature becomes 
insensible at so small a distance below the surface, that in most 
localities irregularities of soil and drainage must prevent any very 
satisfactory theoretical treatment of their inward progression and 
extinction from being carried out. At depths exceeding three 
feet below the surface, all periodic effects of daily variations of 

* A periodic variation of external temperature of one million years’ period 
would give variations of temperature within the earth sensible to one thousand 
times greater depths than a similar variation of one year’s period. Now the 
ordinary annual variation is reduced to ^ of its superficial amount at a depth of 
25 French feet, and is scarcely sensible at a depth of 50 French feet (being there 
reduced, in such rock as that of Calton Hill, to Hence, at a depth of 50,000 
French feet, or about ten English miles, a variation having one million years for its 
period would be reduced to 7^7. If the period were ten thousand million years, the 
variation would similarly be reduced to ^ at 1000 miles' depth, and would be to 
some appreciable extent affected by the spherical figure of the whole earth, although 
to only a very small extent, since there would be comparatively but very little 
change of temperature (less than ^ of the superficial amount) beyond the first layer 
of 500 miles’ thickness. 
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temperature become insensible in most soils, and the observable 
changes are those due to a daily average, varying from day 
to day. If now the annual variation of temperature were 
truly periodic, a complex harmonic function could be determined 
to represent for all time the temperature at three feet or any 
greater depth. But in reality the annual variation is very far 
from recurring in a perfectly periodic manner, since there are 
both great differences in the annual average temperatures, and 
never-ceasing irregularities in the progress of the variation within 
each year. A full theory of the consequent variations of tem- 
perature propagated downwards, must include the consideration 
of non-periodic changes; but the most convenient first step is 
that which I propose to take in the present communication, in 
which the average annual variations for groups of years will be 
discussed according to the laws to which periodic variations are 
subject. 

10. The method which Fourier has given for treating this 
and other similar problems is founded on the principle of the 
independent superposition of thermal conductions. This principle 
holds rigorously in nature, except in so far as the conductivity or 
the specific heat of the conducting substance may vary with the 
changes of temperature to which it is subjected ; and it may be 
accepted with very great confidence in the case with which we 
are now concerned, as it is not at all probable that either the 
conductivity or the specific heat of the rock or soil can vary at 
all sensibly under the influence of the greatest changes of tem- 
perature experienced in their natural circumstances ; and, indeed, 
the only cause we can conceive as giving rise to sensible change 
in these physical qualities is the unequal percolation of water, 
which we may safely assume to be confined in ordinary localities 
to depths of less than three feet below the surface. The particular 
mode of treatment which 1 propose to apply to the present subject 
consists in expressing the temperature at any depth as a complex 
harmonic function of the time, and considering each term of this 
function separately, according to Fourier*s formulae for the case 
of a simple harmonic variation of temperature, propagated inwards 
from the surface. The laws expressed by these formulae may be 
stated in general terms as follows. 

11. Fourier's Solution stated . — If the temperature at any 
point of an infinite plane, in a solid extending infinitely in all 
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directions, be subjected to a simple harmonic variation, the tem- 
perature throughout the solid on each side of this plane will 
follow everywhere according to the simple harmonic law, with 
epochs retarded equally, and with amplitudes diminished in a 
constant proportion for equal augmentations of distance. The 
retardation of epoch expressed in circular measure (arc divided 
by radius) is equal to the diminution of the Napierian logarithm 
of the amplitude; and the amount of each per unit of distance 

is equal to » if c denote the capacity for heat of a unit bulk 

of the substance, and k its conductivity*. 


12. Hence, if the complex harmonic functions expressing the 
varying temperature at two different depths be determined, and 
each term of the first be compared with the corresponding term 


of the second, the value of be determined either by 

dividing the difference of the Napierian logarithms of the am- 
plitudes or the difference of the epochs by the distance between 
the points. The comparison of each term in the one series with 
the corresponding term in the other series gives us, therefore, two 

determinations of the value of which should agree per- 


fectly, if (1) the data were perfectly accurate, if (2) the isothermal 
surfaces throughout were parallel planes, and if (3) the specific 
heat and conductivity of the soil were everywhere and always 
constant. 

As these conditions are not strictly fulfilled in any natural 
application, the first thing to be done in working out the theory 
is to test how far the different determinations agree, and to judge 
accordingly of the applicability of the theory in the circum- 
stances. If the test thus afforded prove satisfactory, the value 
of the conductivity in absolute measure may be deduced from 
the result with the aid of a separate experimental determination 
of the specific heat. 


13. The method thus described differs from that followed by 
Professor Forbes in substituting the separate consideration of 


* That is to say, the quantity of heat conducted per unit of time across a unit 
area of a plate of unit thickness, with its two surfaces permanently maintained at 
temperatures differing by unity. 
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separate terms of the complex harmonic function for the exami- 
nation of the whole variation unanalysed, which he conducted 
according to the plan laid down by Poisson. 

This plan consists in using the formulae for a simple harmonic 
variation, as approximately applicable to the actual variation. At 
great depths the amplitudes of the second and higher terms of 
the complex harmonic function become so much reduced as not 
sensibly to influence the variation, which is consequently there 
expressed with sufficient accuracy by a single harmonic term of 
yearly period ; but at even the greatest depths for which con- 
tinuous observations have actually been made, the second (or 
semi-annual) term has a very sensible influence, and the third 
and fourth terms are by no means without effect on the variations 
at three feet and six feet from the surface. A close agreement 
with theory is therefore not to be expected, until the method of 
analysis which I now propose is applied. It may be added, that 
in the theoretical reductions hitherto made, either by Professor 
Forbes or others, the amplitudes of the variations for the different 
depths have alone been compared, and the very interesting con- 
clusion of theory, as to the relation between the absolute amount 
of retardation of phase and the diminution of amplitude for any 
increase of depth, has remained untested. 

14. In Professor Forbes' paper*, the very difficult operations 
which he had performed for effecting the construction and the 
sinking of the thermometers, and the determination of the cor- 
rections to be applied to obtain the true temperatures of the 
earth at the different depths from the readings of the scales 
graduated on their stems protruding above the surface, are fully 
described. The results of five years' observations — 1837 to 1842 
— are given, along with most interesting graphical representations 
and illustrations. A process of graphic interpolation, for esti- 
mating the temperatures at times intermediate between those of 
observations, is applied for the purpose of obtaining data from 
which the complex harmonic functions expressing the temperatures 
actually observed for the different depths are determined. I am 
thus indebted to Professor Forbes for the mode of procedure 
(described below) which I have myself followed in expressing 

* Account of Some Experiments on the Temperature of the Earth at Different 
Depths and in Different Soils near Edinburgh; Transactions R.S,E,j Vol. xvi. 
Part II. Edinburgh, 1846, 
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the variations of temperature during the succeeding thirteen 
years for the Calton Hill station (where alone the observations 
were continued). The only variation from his process which I 
have made is, that instead of taking twelve points of division 
for the yearly period I have taken thirty-two, with a view to 
obtaining a more perfect representation of all the features of the 
observed variations, and a more exact average for the principal 
terms, especially the annual and the semi-annual terms of the 
complex harmonic function expressing them. 

15. Application of the General Theory to Five Years Obser- 
vations — 1837 to 1842 — at Professor Forbes’s three Thermometric 
Stations , — The first application which I made of the analytical 
theory explained above, was to the harmonic terms which Professor 
Forbes had found for expressing the average annual progressions 
of temperature during the five years’ term of observations at the 
three stations. These terms (which I have recalculated to get 
their values true to a greater number of significant figures), with 
alterations of notation which I have found convenient for the 
analytical expressions, are as follows : — 

Three Feet below Surface, 

Observatory . . . 45*49 + 7’39 cos 27r (t- *63) + 0*362 cos 27r (2t- *669) 

Experimental Garden . 46*13 + 9*00 cos 27r (t - *616) + 0*737 cos 27r (2t - *183) 
Craigleith . . . 45*88 + 8*16 cos 2ir(t -*617) + 0*284 cos 27r(2«- *154) 

Six Feet below Surface, 

Observatory . . . 45*86 + 5*06 cos 2ir {t - *686) + 0*433 cos 2ir (2t - *731) 

Experimental Garden . 46*42 + 6*66 cos 27r (t - *665) + 0*501 cos 2Tr {2t - *182) 
Craigleith . . . 45*92 + 6*16 cos 2ir (t - *649) + 0*368 cos 27r (2« - *305) 

Twelve Feet below Surface, 

Observatory . . . 46*36 + 2*44 cos 2ir (t - *799) + 0*075 cos 2ir {2t - *833) 

Experimental Garden . 46*76 + 3*38 cos 2ir (t - *782) + 0*230 cos 27r (2t - *390) 
Craigleith . . . 45*92 + 4*22co8 27r (t- *713) + 0*067 cos 27r(2t- *819) 

Twenty-four Feet below Surface, 

Observatory . . . 46*87 + 0*655 cos 2ir (t - 1*013) 

Experimental Garden . 47*09 + 0*920 cos 27r («- *986) 

Craigleith . . . 46*07 + 1*940 cos 27r (« - *849) 

The semi-annual terms in these equations present so great 
irregularities (those for the Calton Hill station, for instance, 
showing a greater amplitude at 6 feet deep than at 3 feet), that 
no satisfactory result can be obtained by including them in the 
theoretical discussion on which we are now about to enter. We 
shall see later, however, that when an average for the whole 
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period of eighteen years for the Calton Hill station is taken, 
the semi-annual terms are, for the 3 feet and 6 feet depths, in 
fair agreement with theory; and for the two greater depths are 
as small as is necessary for the verification of the theory, and so 
small as to be much influenced by errors of observation and of 
reduction, or of “ corrections ” for temperature of the thermometer 
tubes. For the present, we attend exclusively to the annual 
terms. The amplitudes and epochs of these terms, extracted 
from the preceding equations, are shown in the following table : — 





272 OBSERVATIONS OF UNDERGROUND TEMPERATURE. [XCIII. 

By taking the differences of the Napierian logarithms of the 
amplitudes, and the differences of epochs reduced to circular 
measure (arc divided by radius), thus shown for the different 
depths, and dividing each by the corresponding difference of 
depths, we find the following numbers. 



16 . All the numbers here shown for each station would be 
equal, if the conditions of uniformity supposed in the theoretical 
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solution were fulfilled. The discrepancies are, with the exception 
of one of the numbers for Craigleith Quarry, on the whole small 
— smaller, indeed, than might be expected, when the very notable 
deviations of the true circumstances from the theoretical con- 
ditions are considered. The mean results over the 21 feet, shown 
in the last line, present very remarkable agreements : the numbers 
derived from amplitudes being identical with that derived from 
epochs for the Calton Hill station ; while the differences between 
the corresponding numbers for the two other stations are in each 
case only about 3 per cent. Taking that one number for the first 
station, and the mean of the slightly differing numbers derived 
from amplitudes and from epochs respectively, for the second and 
third, we have undoubtedly very accurate determinations of the 
J 

value of W for the three stations, which are as follows : — 


Calton Hill Trap Rock. 

Experimental Garden Sand. 

Craigleith Quarry Sandstone. 


^^=• 1098 . 

- 06744 . 


A continuation of the observations at Calton Hill not only 
leads, as we shall see, to almost identical results, both by dimi- 
nution of amplitude and by retardation, on the whole 21 feet, 
but also reproduces some of the features of discrepance presented 
by the progress of the variation through the intermediate depths ; 
and therefore confirms the general accuracy of the preceding 
results, for all the stations, so far as it might be questioned 
because of only five years’ observations having been available. 
Further consideration of these results, and deduction of the con- 
ductivities of the different portions of the earth’s crust involved, 
is deferred until after we have taken into account the farther data 
for Calton Hill, to the reduction of which we now proceed. 

17. Application to Thirteen Years Observations (1842-1854) 
at the Therrnometric Station, Gallon Hill. — The observations on 
thermometers fixed by Pjofessor Forbes at the different depths 
in the rock of Calton Hill, have been regularly continued weekly 
till the present time by the staff of the Royal Edinburgh Obser- 
vatory, and regularly corrected to reduce to true temperatures 
of the bulbs, on the same system as before. Tables of those 
T. III. 18 
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corrected observations, for the thirteen years 184?2 to 1854 inclu- 
sive, having been supplied to me through the kindness of Professor 
Piazzi Smyth, I have had the first five terms of the harmonic 
expression for each year determined in the following manner* : — 
In the first place, the observations were laid down graphically, and 
an interpolating curve drawn through the points, according to the 
method of Professor Forbes. The four curves thus obtained repre- 
sent the history of the varying temperature at the four different 
depths respectively, as completely and accurately as it can be 
inferred from the weekly observations. The space corresponding 
to each year was then divided into 32 equal parts (the first point 
of division being taken at the beginning of the year), and the 
corresponding temperatures were taken from the curve. The co- 
efficients of the double harmonic series (cosines and sines) for 
each year were calculated from these data, with the aid of the 
forms givo’ir by Mr Archibald Smith, and published by the Board 
of Admiralty, for deducing the harmonic expression of the error 
of a ship's compass from observations on the 32 points. The 
general form of the harmonic expression being written thus — 

V= + cos 27rt + J5, sin 27r^ -f- cos 4}7rt + sin + &c. 

where V denotes the varying temperature to be expressed, and 
t the time, in terms of a year as unit. Table III. shows the 
results which were obtained, with the exception of the values 
ofA,:- 

The values which were found for A^ should represent the 
annual moan temperatures. They differ slightly from the annual 
means shown in the Royal Observatory Report, which, derived as 
they arc from a direct summation of all the weekly observations, 
must be more accurate. The variations, and the final average 
values of these annual means, present topics for investigation of 
the highest interest and importance, as I have remarked elsewhere 
(see British Association's Report, section A, Glasgow, 185*5 [Art. 
Lxxxvii. Vol. II. above]); but as they do not belong to the special 
subject of tlie present paper, their consideration must be deferred 
to a future occasion. 

* The operations here described, involving, as may be conceived, no small 
amount of labour, were performed by Mr D, M‘Farlane, my lalwatory assistant, 
and Mr J. D. Everett, now flR87] Professor of Natural Philosophy in Queen’s 
College, Belfast. 
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18. Theoretical Disoussion . — The mean value of the coef- 
ficients in the last lino of Table III., being obtained from so 
considerable a number of years, can be but very little influenced 
by irregularities from year to year, and must therefore correspond 
to harmonic functions for the different depths, which would express 
truly periodic variations of internal temperature consequent upon 
a continued periodical variation of temperature at the surface. 

19. According to the principle of the superposition of thermal 
conductions, the difference between this continuous harmonic 
function of five terms for any one of the depths, and the actual 
temperature there at the corresponding time of each year, would 
be the real temperature consequent upon a certain real variation 
of superficial temperature. Hence the coefficients shown in the 
preceding table afford the data, first by their mean values, to test 
the theory explained above for simple harmonic variations, and to 
estimate the conductivity of the soil or rock, as I propose now 
to do ; and secondly, as I may attempt on a future occasion, to 
express analytically the residual variations which depend on the 
inequalities of climate from year to year, and to apply the 
mathematical theory of conduction to the nonperiodic variations 
of internal temperature so expressed. 

20. Lot us, accordingly, now consider the complex harmonic 
functions corresponding to the mean coefficients of Table III. 
above, and, in the first place, let us reduce the double harmonic 
series in each case, to series in each of which a single term repre- 
sents the resultant simple harmonic variation of the period to 
which it corresponds, in the manner shown by the proposition and 
formulae of § 3 above. 

21. On looking to the annual and semi-annual terms of the 
series so found, we see that their amplitudes diminish, and their 
epochs of maximum augment, with considerable regularity, from 
the less to the greater depths. The following Table IV. shows, 
for the annual terms, the logarithmic rate of diminution of the 
amplitudes, and the rate of retardation of the epoch between the 
points of observation in order of depth : — 
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Table IV. — Average of Thirteen Years, 1842 to 1854; 
Trap Rock of Calton Hill. 


Depths K'low surface, 
in Frcncli feet. 

Rate of diminution of 
Napierian LoKarithm of 
Amnlitudo per French 
root of descent 

Rato of retardation of 
ICpocii in Circular 
Measure, per French 
foot of descent. 










3 to 24 feet 

•1160 

•1150 


22. The numbers hero shown would all be the same, if the 
conditions of uniformity supposed in the theoretical solution were 
fulfilled. Although, as in the previous comparisons, the agreement 
is on the whole better than might have been expected, there are 
certainly greater differences than can be attributed to errors of 
observation. Thus, the moans of the numbers in the two columns 
are for the three different intervals of depth in order as follows : — 

Moan deductions from amplitude 
and epoch. 

3 to 0 foot *127 

0 to 12 „ -115 

12 to 21 „ -113 

— numbers which seem to indicate an essential tendency to diminish 
at the greater depths. This tendency is shown very decidedly in 
each column separately; and it is also shown in each of the 
corresponding columns, in Table II. (p. 272) above, of results 
derived from Professor Forbes' own series of a period of five years. 

28. There can be no doubt but that this discrepance is not 
attributable to errors of observation, and it must therefore be 
owing to deviation in the natural circumstances from those as- 
sumed for the foundation of the mathematical formula3. In 
reality, none of the conditions assumed in Fourier's solution is 
rigorously fulfilled in the natural problem; and it becomes a 
most interesting subject for investigation to discover to what 
particular violation or violations of these conditions, the remarkable 
and systematic difference discovered between the deductions from 
the formula and the results of observation is due. In the first 






xciil] observations of underground temperature. 279 


place, the formula is strictly applicable only to periodic variations, 
and the natural variations of temperature are very far from being 
precisely periodic; but if we take the average annual variation 
through a sufficiently great number of years, it may be fairly 
presumed that irregularities from year to year will be eliminated ; 
and that the discrepance we have now to explain does not depend 
on residual inequalities of this kind seems certain, from the fact 
that it exists in the average of Professor Forbes’ first five years’ 
series no less decidedly than in that of the period of thirteen 
years following. 

24. For the true explanation we must therefore look either 
to inequalities (formal or physical) in the surface at the locality, 
or to inequalities of physical character of the rock below. It 
may be remarked, in the first place, that if the rates of diminution 
of logarithmic amplitude and of retardation of epoch, while less, 
as they both are, at the greater depths, remained exactly equal to 
one another, the conductivity must obviously be greater, and the 
specific heat less in the same proportion inversely, at the greater 
depths. For in that case, all that would be necessary to reconcile 
the results of observations with Fourier’s formula, would be to 
alter the scale of measurement of depths so as to give a nominally 
constant rate of diminution of the logarithmic amplitude and of 
the retardation of epoch ; and the physical explanation would bo, 
that thicker strata at the greater depths, and thinner strata at 
the less depths (all of equal horizontal area), have all equal 
conducting powers and equal thermal capacities*. 

25. Now, in reality, a portion, but only a portion, of the 
discrepance may be done away with in this manner ; for while the 
logarithmic amplitudes and the epochs each experience a some- 

* The “conducting power” of a solid plate is an expression of great con- 
venience, which I define as the quantity of heat which it conducts per unit of time, 
when its two surfaces are permanently maintained at temperatures differing by 
unity. In terms of this definition, the specific conductivity of a substance may be 
defined as the conducting power per unit area of a plate of unit thickness. The 
conducting power of a plate is calculated by multiplying the number which 
measures the specific conductivity of its substance by its area, and dividing by its 
thickness. 

The thermal capacity of a body may be defined as the quantity of heat required 
to raise its mass by a unit (or one degree) of temperature. The specific heat of a 
substance is the thermal capacity of a unit quantity of it, which may be either a 
unit of weight or a unit of bulk. 
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what (iiiiiini»hed rate of variation per French foot of descent at 
the greater depths, this diminution is much greater for the former 
than for the latter; so that although the mean rates per foot on the 
whole 21 feet are as nearly as possible ecjual for the two, (being 
*1100 for the logarithmic amplitudes, and *llt5G for the epoch), 
the rate of variation of the logarithmic amplitude exceeds that 
of tlie epoch by about 0 per cent., on the average of the stratum 
8 to 0 f(jet; and falls short of it by somewhat more than 2 per 
cent., in the lower stratum, 12 to 24 feet. To find how much of 
the discrepance is to be explained by the variation of conductivity 
and specitic heat in inverse proportion to one another at the 
different deptli.s, we may take the mean of the rates of variation 
of logarithmic amplitude and of epoch at each depth, and alter 
the scale of longitudinal reckoning downwards, so as to reduce 
the numerical measures of these rates to ec[uality. This, however, 
we shall not do in either the five years’ or the thirteen years 
term, which we have hitherto considered separately, but for a 
harmonic annual variation representing the average of the whole 
eighteen years 1837 to 1854. 

26. By taking, for each depth, the coefficients (not 

explicitly shown above), derived from the first five years’ average 
and multiplying by 5 ; taking similarly the coefficients 
the succeeding thirteen years’ average, and multiplying by 13; 
adding each of the former products to the corresponding one of 
the latter, and dividing by 18 ; we obtain, as the proper average 
for the whole eighteen years, the values shown in the following 
Table (V.), in the columns headed The amplitudes and 

epochs shown in the next columns are deduced from these by the 

formulse and tan“‘^‘ respectively, — 


Table V.— Annual Harmonic Variation of Temperature in 
Calton Hill, from 1837 to 1854 inclusivk 


l>U{>Ul8. 

^ 1 


Aniplitudivs in 

Kpnclis in dCKreua 

in doK'rrcit Falir. 

In ili^rccs Falir. 

ilei^roes Fnlir. 

and ininutus. 

3 foot 

- 5°-184 

-4^*080 

7°*1949 

223°64' 

6 foet 

-2 -080 

- 4 *416 

4 *8812 

244 47 

12 feet 

+ 0-6%l 

-2-3346 

2 -4094 

284 19 

24 feet 

+ 0*6311 

+ 0-0306 

0-6319 

362 47 
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From these, as before, for the terms of five years and of thirteen 
years separately, we deduce the following : — 

Table VI. — Average of Eighteen Years, 1837 to 1854 ; 
Trap Rock of Calton Hill. 


Depths helow surfuce, 
ill French feet 

Unte of Diiiiinutiim of 
Logariti nil le A iiiphtiule 
per French foot of 
htmeent 

Kute of Hetimlation 
of Fpoch in ('ircitlAr 
Measure, ner Fn*neh 
foot of DeKcent. 

3 to () foot 

•12Kf) 

•1215 

6 to 1*2 „ 

•1177 

•1150 

12 to 24 „ 

•11 If) 

•1111 

•' 1 

3 to ‘24 feet 

•1157 1 

•1151 


27. Hence, wc have as final means, of effects on logarithmic 
amplitudes and on epochs, for the average annual variation on 
the whole period of eighteen years, — 


1. From depth 3 feet to 6 feet, *1250 

2. „ 6 „ 12 „ 1163 

3. „ 12 „ 24 „ 1128 


If now, in accordance with the proposed plan, wo measure depths, 
not in constant units of length, but in terms of thicknesses cor- 
responding to equal conducting powers and thermal capacities, 
and if we continue to designate the thickness of the first stratum 
by its number 3 of French feet, our reckoning for the positions of 
the different thermometers will stand as follows : — 


Table VII. 


Tlicrmotnctcrs 

iiuirhcreil 

downwards. 

Depths in true 
Frencli feet, 
below No. 1. 

— 

Deptlis in Terms of 
Conductive l^uivaleiits. 

I. 

0 

0 

II. 

3 

8 

III. 

9 1 


IV. 

21 

t1 1 Qfl 
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According to this way of reckoning depths, we have the following 
rates of variation of the logarithmic amplitudes, and of the epochs 
separately, reduced from the previously stated means for the 
whole period of eighteen years : — 


Table VIII. 


l*ortiniib of Hock. 

Hates of IMiuiiuition 
of LoKuntliinic Aiii- 
(ilitiulo per French 
foot, and ( 'ondiictivc 
Kquivalents. 

Hate of lletardation 
of Kpoch per F» oiich 
foot, and Conductive 
Fkiuhalcnts. 

Between Thermometers Nos. I. and 11. 

•128G 

•1215 

„ „ 11. and III. 

•1265 

•1236 

„ „ III. and IV. 

•12:J6 

•1264 

Between ThornioineteiH No.s. I. and IV. 

•1252 

•124S 


28. Comparing this Table (VIII.) with Table VI. above we 
see that the discrepancies are very much diminished ; and we 
cannot doubt but tliat the conductive power of tlie rock is less in 
the lower parts of the rock, and that the amount of the varijition 
is approximately represented by Table VII. We have, how(iver, 
in 'Fable VIII. still too great discrepancies to allow us to consider 
variation in the value of cjk^ as the only appreciable deviation 
from Fourier’s conditions of uniformity. 

29. In endeavouring to find whether these residual discre- 
pancies are owing to variations of k and c not in inverse propor- 
tion one to the otlnir, I liave taken Fourier’s etjiiation 

dv _ , d^v (Ik do 
^ (It " ^ dj^ (lx dx ’ 

where v denotes the teiin)erature at time U and at a distance x 
from an isotliermal j)lane of reference (a horizontal plane through 
theruiometer No. 1., for instance); k the conductivity, varying 
with X ; and c the capacity for heat of a unit of volume, which 
may also vary with x. In this enuation I have taken 

/27rt 

0 = ae ' cos ( y -Qj, 

where P and Q are functions of a\ assumed so as to express as 
nearly as may be the logarithmic amplitudes, and the epochs, 
deduced from observation. I have thus obtained two equations 
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of condition, from which I have determined k and c, as functions 
of X, The problem of finding what must be the conductivity 
and the specific heat at different depths below the surface, in 
order that, with all the other conditions of uniformity perfectly 
fulfilled, the annual harmonic variation may be exactly that 
which we have found on the average of the eighteen years* term 
at Calton Hill, is thus solved. The result is, however, far from 
satisfactory. The small variations in the values of P and Q which 
we have found in the representation of the observed temperatures, 
require very large and seemingly unnatural variations in the 
values of k and c. 

30. I can only infer that the residual discrepancies from 
Fourier’s formula shown in Table VIII. are not with any probability 
attributable to variations of conductivity and specific heat in the 
rock, and conclude that they are to be explained by irregularities, 
physical and formal, in the surface. It is possible, indeed, that 
thermometric errors may have considerable influence, since there 
is necessarily some uncertainty in the corrections estimated for 
the temperatures of the different portions of the columns of 
liquid above the bulbs; and before putting much confidence in 
the discrepancies we have found, as true expressions of the 
deviations in the natural circumstances from Fourier’s conditions, 
a careful estimate of the probable or possible amount of error in 
the obseived temperatures should be made. That even with 
perfect data of observation, as groat discrepancies should still bc^ 
found in final reductions such as we have made, need not be 
unexpected when we consider the nature of the locality, whicli 
is described by Professor Forbes in the following terms: — 

The position chosen for placing the thermometer was bcjlow 
the surface ‘'in the Observatory enclosure on the Calton Hill, at a 
height of 350 feet above the sea. The rock is a porphyritic trap, 
with a somewhat earthy basis, dull and tough fracture. The exact 
position is a few yards east of the little transit house. There are 
also other buildings in the neighbourhood. The ground rises slightly 
to the cast, and falls abrujMy to the west at a distance of fifteen 
yards. The immediate surface is flat, partly covered with grass, 
partly with graveV'*. 

I have marked by italics those passages which describe 

* Profesisor Toibes un the Temperature of the Earth, Tram. Jl.H.E., iStO, p. Ili4. 
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circuinstauces sucli as it appears to me might account for the 
discrepancies in question. 

31. Application to Semi-annual Harmonic Terms , — The har- 
monic expressions given above (§ 15) for the average periodic 
variations for the three stations of Professor Forbes’ original 
series of five years observations, contain semi-annual terms, which 
are obviously not in accordance with theory. The retardations of 
epochs and the diminutions of amplitudes arc, on the whole, too 
irregular to be rcconcileable by any supposition as to the con- 
ductivities and specific heat of the soils and rocks involved, or as 
to the possible effects of irregularity of surface; and in two of 
the three stations, the amplitude of the semi-annual term is 
actually greater as found for the six feet deep than for the three 
feet deep thermometer, which is clearly an impossible result. The 
careful manner in which the observations have been made and 
corrected, seems to preclude the supposition that these discre- 
pancies, especially for the three feet and six feet thermometers, 
for which the amplitudes of the semi-annual terms are from '"*28 
to ‘’74 (corresponding to variations of double those amounts, or 
from ''*56 to 1' *48), can be attributed to errors in the data. It 
must be concluded, therefore, that the semi-annual terms of 
those expressions do not represent any truly periodic elements of 
variation, and that they rather depend on irregularities of tem- 
perature in the individual years of the term of observation. 
Hence, until methods for investigating the conduction inwards of 
non-periodic variations of temperature are applied, we cannot 
consider that the special features of the progress of temperature 
during the five years’ period at the three stations, from which our 
apparent semi-annual terms have been derived, have been theo- 
retically analysed. But, as we have seen, every irregularity de- 
pending on individual years is perfectly eliminated when the 
average annual variation over a sufficiently great number of years 
is taken. Hence it becomes interesting to examine particularly 
the semi-annual terms for the eighteen years’ average of the 
Caiton Hill thermometers, which we now proceed to do. 

32. Calculating as above (§ 2C), for the coefficients -4^, 
the average values of and jB,, from Professor Forbes’ results 
for his first five years’ term, and from the averages for the next 
thirteen years shown in Table III. above, we find the values of .4, 
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and shown in the following table. The amplitudes and epochs 

are deduced as usual by the formulaD + ^.nd tan"**-j>. 

These reductions I only make for the three feet deep and the six feet 
deep thermometers, since, for the two others, as may be judged 
by looking at the thirteen years* average, shown in the former 
table, the amounts of the semi-annual variation do not exceed 
the probable errors in the data of observation sufficiently to allow 
us to draw any reliable conclusions from their apparent values. 

Table IX.— Average Semi-annual Harmonic Term, from 
Eighteen Years* Observations at Calton Hill. 


Doptiis below 
surface, in 
French feet. 


In degrees Fahr. 



FpucliH in deKr(H>s 
iiiid niinutes. 


The ratio of diminution of the amplitude here is or r53, 

of which the Napierian logarithm is ’426. Dividing this by 3, we 
find '142 as the rate of diminution of the logarithmic amplitude 
per French foot of descent. 

The retardation of epoch shown is 2V 17'; and therefore the 
retardation per French foot of descent is 7° 6', or, in circular 
measure, *1239. If the data were perfect for a periodical variation, 
and the conditions of uniformity supposed in Fourier*s solution 
were fulfilled, these two numbers would agree, and each would bo 

equal to Hence, dividing them each by V2, we find 

Apparent values of 

*100 (by amplitudes) 

•0877 (by epochs). 


The tnie value of 


must, as we have seen, be ‘116, to a 


very close degree of approximation. 

33. When we consider the character of the reduction we 
have made, and remember that the data were such as to give no 
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semblance of a theoretical agreement when the first five years’ 
term of observations was taken separately, we may be well 
satisfied with the approach to agreement presented by these 
results, depending as they do on only eighteen years in all, and 
we may expect that, when the average is of a still larger term 
of observation, the discrepancies will be much diminished. In 
the mean time, we may regard the semi-annual term we have 
found for the three feet deep thermometer as representing a true 
feature of the yearly vicissitude ; and it will be surely interesting 
to find whether it is a constant feature for the locality of Edin- 
burgh, to be reproduced on averages of subsequent terms of 
observation. 

34. It may be remarked, that the nearer to the equator is the 
locality, the greater relatively will be the semi-annual term ; that 
within the tropics the semi-annual term may predominate, except 
at the great depths ; and that at the equator the tendency is for 
the annual term to disappear altogether, and to leave a semi-annual 
term as the first in a harmonic expression of the yearly vicis- 
situde of temperature. The facilities which underground obser- 
vation affords for the analysis of periodic variations of temperature, 
when the method of reduction which I have adopted is followed, 
will, it is to be hoped, induce those who have made similar 
observations in other localities to apply the same kind of analysis 
to their results ; and it is much to be desired, that the system of 
observing temperatures at two if not more depths below the 
surface may be generally adopted at all meteorological stations, 
as it will be a most valuable means for investigating the harmonic 
composition of the annual vicissitudes. 

III . — Deduction of Conductivities. 

85. Notwithstanding the difficulty we have seen must attend 
any attempt to investigate all the circumstances which must be 
understood, in order to reconcile perfectly the observed results with 
theory, the general agreement which we have found is quite 
sufficient to allow us to form a very close estimate of the ratio of 
the conductivity of the rock to its specific heat per unit of bulk. 
Thus, according to the means deduced from the whole period of 
eighteen years’ observation, the average rate of variation of the 
logarithmic amplitude of the annual term through the whole 
space of twenty-one feet is *1157, and of the epoch of the same 
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term, *1154. The mean of these, or *1156, can differ but very 

for the portion of rock 

between the extreme thermometers. 

36. Multiplying tt by the square of the reciprocal of this number, 

k 

we find 235*1 as the value of - , or, as we mav call it, the con- 

c 

ductivity of the rock in terms of the thermal capacity of a cubic 
foot of its own substance*. In other words, we infer that all the 
heat conducted in a year (the unit of time) across each scpiare 
foot of a plate one French foot thick, with its two sides main- 
tained constantly at temperatures differing by 1°, would, if applied 
to raise the temperature of portions of the rock itself, produce a 
rise of 1'^ in 235 cubic feet. As it is difficult (although by no 
means impossible) to imagine circumstances in which the heat, 
regularly conducted through a stratum maintained, with its two 
side^s, at perfectly constant temperatures, could be applied to raise 
the temperatures of other portions of the same substance, we 
may vary the statement of the preceding result, and obtain the 
following completely realisable illustration. 

37. Let a large plate of the rock, everywhere one French 
foot thick, have every part of one of its sides (which, to avoid 
circumlocution, we shall call its lower side) maintained at one 
constant temperature, and let portions of homogeneous substance, 
at a temperature 1° lower, be continually placed in contact with 
the upper surface, and removed to be replaced by other homo- 
geneous portions at the same lower temperature, as soon as the 
temperature of the matter actually thus applied rises in tem- 
perature by of a degree. If this process is continued for a 
year, the whole quantity of the refrigerating matter thus used to 
carry away the heat conducted through the stratum must amount 
to 235,000 cubic feet for each square foot of area, which will be 
at the rate of *00745 of a cubic foot per second. We may there- 
fore imagine the process as effected by applying an extra stratum 
*00745 of a foot thick every second of time. This extra stratum, 
after lying in contact for one second, will have risen in tem- 
perature by Yi^V^ of a degree. By means of the information con- 
tained in this apparently unpractical statement, many interesting 

* In respect to this definition see § 82 of Art. XCII. Part ii. above. 


little from the true average value of 


ire 

k 
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problems may be practically solved, as I hope to show in a sub- 
sequent communication. 

38. The value of » derived from the whole eighteen-years’ 

period of observation (T156), differs so little from that (1154) 
found previously (§ 1 6) from Professor Forbes’ observations and 
reductions of the first five of the years, that we may feel much 
confidence in the accuracy of the values 1098 and 0G744, which, 
from his five years’ data alone, we found (§ 16) for the corresponding 
constant with reference to the sand at the Experimental Garden 
and the sandstone of Craigleith Quarry. From them, calculating 

k 

as above (§ 36), we find 260*5 and 690*7 as the values of - for 

c 

the terrestrial substances of these localities respectively; results 
of which the meaning is illustrated by the statements of §§ 36 
and 37. 

39. To deduce the conductivities of the strata, in terms of 
uniform thermal units, Professor Forbes had the “ specific heats ” 
of the substances determined experimentally by M. Regnault. 
The results, multiplied by the specific gravities, gave for the 
thermal capacities of portions of the three substances, in terms 
of that of an equal bulk of water, the values -5283, *3006, and 
•4623 respectively. Now, these must be the values of c, if the 
thermal unit in which k is measured is the thermal capacity of a 



above by these values of c, wo find for k the following values : — 
Trap-rock of Calton Hill. Sand of Experimental Gardens. Sandstone of Craigleith. 

124-2, 78-31, 319*3, 

The values found by Professor Forbes were — 

111*2, 82*6, 298-3. 

Although many comparisons have been made between the 
conducting powers of different substances, scarcely any data as 
to thermal conductivity in absolute measure have been hitherto 
published, except these of Professor Forbes, and probably none 
approaching to their accuracy. The slightly different numbers 
to which we have been led by the preceding investigation are no 
doubt still more accurate. 
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40. To reduce these results to any other scale of linear 
measurement, we must clearly alter them in the inverse ratio of 
the square of the absolute lengths chosen for the units*. The 
length of a French foot being r06575 of the British standard 
foot, we must therefore multiply the preceding numbers by 1*13581, 
to reduce them to convenient terms. 

41. We may, lastly, express them in terms of the most com- 
mon unit, which is the ([uantity of heat required to raise the 
temperature of a gr«ain of water by T; and to do this we have 
only to multiply each of them by 7000 x (>2*447, being the weight 
of a cubic foot in grains. 

42. The following table contains a summary of our results as 
to conductivity expressed in s(‘veral dilVercuit ways, oi>e or other of 
which will generally be found convenient : — 


LRLE X. — Thermal Conductivities of Edinruhoh Strata, in 
British Absolute Units [Unit of Length, the English Foot]. 


I>o8cri|)tioii 
of Terrestrial 
Muliiitancc. 

('oiuluctivitios in Tenin of 

(’onduetivities in Tt*rniM i»f 

ConduetivitieH in 

Tlieriiinl (‘iipncitv of Ciiit Bulk 
of Hulistanco 

M, 

Tlieriiml Ciipacity of I 'nit Bulk 
of NN’iitoP 

L 

'1 erins of I’lier- 
nial I'anneity of 
Oik* (Irani of 
Water. 

Trap-rock of ) 
Caltonllill j 

Per Ann. l*or24»'. 

Per Sccoinl. 

Per Ann 

Per 24>*. 

Per Second. 

IVi Second. 

‘2(57 0 ! -TfllO 

-000008 IGl 

111 1 

•38g;i 

•00(K)0U71 

1-0514 

land of Ex- ^ 







perimental 1 
Garden ) 

2%’i) ' -HlOO 

■00000!(375 

88-9 

•24:15 

•00000281H 

1 *2:110 

landstono of j 







Craigleith [• 
Quarry J 

784-5 j 2-1478 

1 

-00002180 

3ry2-7 

•0020 

•oooouiu 

5-0225 


♦ Because the absolute amount of heat flowing through tlio plate across equal 
areas will be inversely as the thickness of the plate ; and the effect of equal quan- 
tities of heat in raising the temperature of equal areas of the water will l>e inversely 
as the depth of the water. The same thing may be perhaps more easily seen by 
referring to the elementary delinition of thermal conductivity (footnote to § 11, 
above). The absolute quantity of heat conducted across unit area of a plate of 
unit thickness, with its two sides maintained at temperatures differing by always 
the same amount, will be directly as the areas, and inversely as the thickness, and 
therefore simply as the absolute length chosen for unity. But the thermal unit in 
which these quantities are measured, being the capacity of a unit bulk of water, is 
directly as the cube of the unit length, and therefore the numbers expressing the 
quantities of heat compared will be inversely as the cubes of the lengths chosen for 
unity, and directly as these simple lengths ; that is to say, finally, they will be 
inversely as the squares of these lengths. 


T. III. 
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43. The statements (§§ 36 and 37) by which the signification 
of kjc has been defined and illustrated, require only to have cubic 
feet of water substituted for cubic feet of rock, in their calorimetric 
specifications, to be applicable similarly to define and illustrate 
the meaning of the conductivity denoted by k. The fluidity of 
the water allows a modified and somewhat simpler explanation, 
equivalent to that of § 36, to be now given, as follows : — 

44. If a long rectangular plate of rock, one foot thick, in a 
position slightly inclined to the horizontal, have water one foot 
deep flowing over it in a direction parallel to its length, and if the 
lower surface of the plate be everywhere kept 1° higher in tem- 
perature than the upper, the water must flow at the rate of k 
times the length of the plate per unit of time, in order that the 
heat conducted through the plate may raise it just 1° in tem- 
perature in its flow over the whole length. [It must be under- 
stood here, that the plate becomes warmer, on the whole, under 
the lower parts of the stream of water, its upper surface being 
everywhere at the same temperature as the water in contact with 
it, while its lower surface is, by hypothesis, at a temperature 1” 
higher.] If, for instance, the plate be of Calton Hill trap-rock, 
the water must, according to the result we have found, flow at 
the rate of 141-1 times its length in a year, or of *3803 of its 
length in twenty- four hours, to be raised just 1° Fah. in tempera- 
ture in flowing over it. Thus water, one French foot deep, flowing 
over a plane bed of such rock at the rate of *3863 of a mile in 
twenty-four hours, will, in flowing one mile, have its temperature 
raised 1° Fah. by heat conducted through the plate. The rates re- 
quired to fulfil similar conditions for the sand of the Experimental 
Garden and the sandstone of Craigleith Quarry are similarly found 
to be *2435 of the length and -9929 of the length, in twenty-four 
hours. 
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APPENDIX. 

On the Keduction of Periodical Variations of Under- 
ground Temperature, with applications to the Edin- 
burgh Observations. 

[Brit. Assoc. Report for 1859, pp. 54 — 56.] 

The principle followed in the reductions which form the 
subject of this communication may be briefly stated thus : — 

The varying temperature during a year, shown by any one of 
the underground thermometers on an average for a series of 
years, is expressed by the ordinary method in a trigonometrical 
series of terms representing simple harmonic variations*, — the 
first having a year for its period, the second a half-year, the third 
a third part of a year, and so on. The yearly term of the series is 
dealt with separately for the thermometers at the different depths, 
the half-yearly term also separately, and so on, each term being 
treated as if the simple periodic variation which it represents 
were the sole variation experienced. The elements into which 
the Avhole variation is thus analysed are examined so as to test 
their agreement with the elementary formuhe by which Fourier 
expressed the periodic variations of temperature in a bar pro- 
tected from lateral conduction, and experiencing a simple har- 
monic variation of temperature at one end, or in an infinite solid 
experiencing at every point of an infinite plane through it a 
variation of temperature according to the same elementary law. 
In any locality in which the surface of the earth is sensibly plane 
and uniform all round to distances amounting at least to con- 
siderable multiples of the depth of the lowest thermometer, and 
in which the conducting power of the soil or rock below the 
surface is perfectly uniform to like distances round and below 

* By a simple harmonic variation is meant a variation in proportion to the 
height of a point which moves uniformly in a vertical circle. 


19—2 
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the thermometers, this theory must necessarily be found in ex- 
cessively close agreement with the observed results. The com- 
parison which is made in the investigations now brought forward 
must be regarded, therefore, not as a test of the correctness of a 
theory which has mathematical certainty, but as a means of 
finding how much the law of propagation of heat into the soil is 
affected by the very notable deviations from the assumed con- 
ditions of uniformity as to surface, or by possible inequalities of 
underground conductivity existing in the localities of observation. 
When those conditions of uniformity are perfectly fulfilled both 
by the surface and by the substance below it, the law of variation 
in the interior produced by a simple harmonic variation of tem- 
perature at the surface, as investigated by Fourier, may be stated 
in general terms in the three following propositions : — (1) The 
temperature at every interior point varies according to the simple 
harmonic law, in a period retarded by an equal interval of time, 
and with an amplitude diminished in one and the same pro- 
portion, for all equal additions of depth. (2) The absolute 
measure, in ratio of arc to radius, for the retardation of phase, 
is equal to the diminution of the Neperian logarithm of the 
amplitude ; and each of these, reckoned per unit of length as to 
augmentation of distance from the surface, is equal to the square 
root of the quotient obtained by dividing the product of the ratio 
of the circumference of a circle to its diameter, into the thermal 
capacity of a unit of bulk of the solid, by the thermal conduc- 
tivity of the same estimated for the period of the variation as 
unity of time. (3) For different periods, the retardations of phase, 
measured each in terms of a whole period, and the diminutions of 
the logarithm of the amplitude, all reckoned per unit of depth, are 
inversely proportional to the square roots of the periods. 

The first series of observations examined by the method thus 
described were those instituted by Professor Forbes, and con- 
ducted under his superintendence during five years, in three 
localities of Edinburgh and the immediate neighbourhood : (l)the 
trap-rock of Calton Hill ; (2) the sand below the soil of the Ex- 
perimental Garden; and (3) the sandstone of Craigleith Quarry. 
In each place there were, besides a surface thermometer, four 
thermometers at the depths of 3, 6, 12, and 24 French feet 
respectively. The diminution in the amplitude, and the retarda- 
tion of phase in going downwards, have been determined for the 
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annual, for the half-yearly, third-yearly, and the quarterly term, 
on the average for these five years for each locality. The same 
has been determined for the average of twelve years of observation, 
continued on Calton Hill by the staff of the Koyal Edinburgh 
Observatory. 

The following results with reference to the annual harmonic 
term are selected for example : — 


Average of five years, 1837 to 1842. 



Retardation of phase 
in days, per French 
foot of descent. 

Retardation of phase 
in circular measure, 
per French foot of 
descent. 

Diminution of Na- 
pierian logarithm of 
amplitude, per French 
foot of descent. 

Calton Hill. 

3 feet to C feet. 

6 „ 12 „ 

12 „ 24 „ 


•11C35 

•11344 

•1141)0 

•1262) 

•12156 

•10959 

• Mean 

13 J days. 

•1141) 

•11914 

Experimental Gardens. 

3 feet to 6 feet. 

6 „ 12 „ 

12 „ 24 „ 


•11635 

•11920 

•10617 

•10037 

•11304 

•10844 

Mean 

13J^ days. 

•11314 

•10728 

Graiglcith Quarry. 

3 feet to 6 feet. 

6 „ 12 „ 

12 „ 24 „ 


•063995 

•066903 

•066903 

•09372 

•06304 

•06476 

Mean 

7i days. 

■0659.34 

•07384 


If Fourier s conditions of uniformity, stated above, were ful- 
filled strictly, the numbers shown in the second column would 
be all equal among one another, and equal to those in the third 
column. The differences between the actual numbers are sur- 
prisingly small, but are so consistent that they cannot be at- 
tributed to errors of observation. It is possible they may be due 
to a want of perfect agreement in the values of a degree on the 
different thermometric scales; but it seems more probable that 
they represent true discrepancies from theory, and are therefore 
excessively interesting, and possibly of high importance with a 
view to estimating the effects of inequalities of surface and of 
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the interior conductivity. The final means of the numbers in 


the second and third columns arc, for 

Calton Hill T1702 

Experimental Gardens T1061 

Craigleith Quarry 06988 


The thermal capacities of specimens of the trap-rock, the 
sand, and the sandstone of the three localities were, at the request 
of Professor Forbes, measured by Regnault, and found to be 
respectively 

•5283, -3006, and *4623. 

Hence, according to proposition (3), stated above, the thermal 
conductivities are as follows : — 

Trap-rock of Calton Hill 121*2 

Sand of Experimental Gardens ... 77T9 
Sandstone of Craigleith Quarry ... 273‘6 

These numbers do not differ much from those given by Pro- 
fessor Forbes, who for the first time derived determinations of 
thermal conductivity in absolute measure from observations of 
terrestrial temperature. In consequence of the peculiar mode 
of reduction followed in the present investigation, it may be 
assumed that the estimates of conductivity now given are closer 
approximations to the truth. To reduce to the English foot as 
unit of length, we must multiply by the sejuare of 106575; to 
reduce, further, to the quantity of heat required to raise 1 lb. of 
water by 1° Fah. as unit of heat, we must multiply by 66*447 ; 
and lastly, to reduce to a day as unit of time, we must divide by 
36 5i. We thus find the following results : — ^ 

Trap-rock of Calton Hill 23*5 

Sand of Experimental Gardens.... 15’0 
Sandstone of Craigleith Quarry.... 53'5 

These numbers show the quantities of heat per square foot 
conducted in a day through a layer of the material 1 foot thick, 
kept with its two surfaces at a difference of temperature of 1° Fah., 
— the unit of heat being, for instance, the quantity required to 
raise 1000 lbs. of water by ^ degree in temperature. 
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Art. XCIV. On the Secular Cooling of the Earth. 

[^Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Vol. XXIII. 

Read April 28, 1862,] 

1. For eighteen years it has pressed on my mind, that 
essential principles of Thermo-dynamics have been overlooked by 
those geologists who uncompromisingly oppose all paroxysmal 
hypotheses, and maintain not only that we have examples now 
before us, on the earth, of all the different actions by which its 
crust has been modified in geological history, but that these 
actions have never, or have not on the whole, been more violent 
in past time than they arc at present. 

2. It is quite certain the solar system cannot have gone on 
even as at present, for a few hundred thousand or a few million 
years, without the irrevocable loss (by dissipation, not by annihila- 
tion) of a very considerable proportion of the entire energy initially 
in store for sun heat, and for Plutonic action. It is quite certain 
that the whole store of energy in the solar system has been 
greater in all past time, than at present ; but it is conceivable 
that the rate at which it has been drawn upon and dissipated, 
whether by solar radiation, or by volcanic action in the earth or 
other dark bodies of the system, may have been nearly equable, 
or may even have been less rapid, in certain periods of the past. 
But it is far more probable that the secular rate of dissipation 
has been in some direct proportion to the total amount of energy 
in store, at any time after the commencement of the present order 
of things, and has been therefore very slowly diminishing from 
age to age. 

3. I have endeavoured to prove this for the sun’s heat, in an 
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article recently published in Macmillan's Magazine"^, where I 
have shown that most probably the sun was sensibly hotter a 
million years ago than he is now. Hence, geological speculations 
assuming somewhat greater extremes of heat, more violent storms 
and floods, more luxuriant vegetation, and hardier and coarser- 
grained plants and animals, in remote antiquity, are more pro- 
bable than those of the extreme quietist, or uniformitarian,'' 
school. A “ middle path,” not generally safest in scientific specu- 
lation, seems to be so in this case. It is probable that hypotheses 
of grand catastrophes destroying all life from the earth, and 
ruining its whole surface at once, are greatly in error; it is 
impossible that hypotheses assuming an equability of sun and 
storms for 1,000,000 years, can be wholly true. 

4. Fourier’s mathematical theory of the conduction of heat 
is a beautiful working out of a particular case belonging to the 
general doctrine of the ''Dissipation of Energy f.” A character- 
istic of the practical solutions it presents is, that in each case a 
distribution of temperature, becoming gradually equalised through 
an unlimited future, is expressed as a function of the time, which 
is infinitely divergent for all times longer past than a definite 
determinable epoch. The distribution of heat at such an epoch 
is essentially initial — that is to say, it cannot result from any 
previous condition of matter by natural processes. It is, then, 
well called an " arbitrary initial distribution of heat,” in Fourier’s 
great mathematical poem, because that which is rigorously ex- 
pressed by the mathematical formula could only be realised by 
action of a power able to modify the laws of dead matter. In 
an article published about nineteen years ago in the Cambridge 
Mathematical Journal ^,”1 gave the mathematical criterion for an 
essentially initial distribution; and in an inaugural essay, De 
Motu Galoris per Terne Corpus, read before the Faculty of the 
University of Glasgow in 1846, 1 suggested, as an application of 
these principles, that a perfectly complete geothermic survey 

* “ On the Age of the Sun’s Heat,” March, 1862: [also Popular Lectures and 
Addresses, Macmillan, 1889]. 

t Proceedings Royal Soc. Edin. Feb. 1852, “Oh a Universal Tendency in Nature 
to the Dissipation of Mechanical Energy.” Also, “On the Restoration of Energy 
in an Unequally Heated Space,” PhiL 3Iag., 1853, first half year. [Articles lix. and 
Lxii. Vol. I. above.] 

X February, 1844. — “Note on Certain Points in the Theory of Heat:” [Art. x. 
Vol. I. above.] 
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would give us data for determining an initial epoch in the problem 
of terrestrial conduction. At the meeting of the British Associa- 
tion in Glasgow in 1855, I urged that special geothermic surveys 
should be made for the purpose of estimating absolute dates in 
geology, and I pointed out some cases, especially that of the salt- 
spring borings at Crcuznach, in Rhenish Prussia, in which erup- 
tions of basaltic rock seem to leave traces of their igneous origin 
in residual heat*. I hope this suggestion may yet be taken up, 
and may prove to some extent useful; but the disturbing in- 
fluences affecting underground temperature, as Professor Phillips 
has well shown in a recent inaugural address to the Geological 
Society, are too great to allow us to expect any very precise or 
satisfactory results. 

5. The chief object of the present communication is to 
estimate from the known general increase of temperature in the 
earth downwards, the date of the first establishment of that 
consistentior statuSy which, according to Leibnitz's theory, is the 
iifitial date of all geological history. 

6. In all parts of the world in which the earth s crust has 
been examined, at sufficiently great depths to escape large influence 
of the irregular and of the annual variations of the superficial 
temperature, a gradually increasing temperature has been found 
in going deeper. The rate of augmentation (estimated at only 
jl^th of a degi’ee, Fahr., in some localities, and as much as j^^th 
of a degree in others, per foot of descent) has not been observed 
in a sufficient number of places to establish any fair average 
estimate for the upper crust of the whole earth. But g^^th is 
commonly accepted as a rough mean ; or, in other words, it is as- 
sumed as a result of observation, that there is, on the whole, about 
1° Fahr. of elevation of temperature per 50 British feet of descent. 

7. The fact that the temperature increases with the depth 
implies a continual loss of heat from the interior, by conduction 
outwards through or into the upper crust. Hence, since the 
upper crust does not become hotter from year to year, there must 
be a secular loss of heat from the whole earth. It is possible 
that no cooling may result from this loss of heat, but only an 
exhaustion of potential energy, which in this case could scarcely 

* See British Association JReport of 1855 (Glasgow) Meeting, [Art. lxxxvii, 
Vol. II. above]. 
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be other than chemical affinity between substances forming part 
of the earth’s mass. But it is certain that either the earth is 
becoming on the whole cooler from age to age, or the heat 
conducted out is generated in the interior by temporary dynamical 
(that is, in this case, chemical) action To suppose, as Lyell. 
adopting the chemical hypothesis, has donef, that the substances, 
combining together, may be again separated electrolytically by 
thermo-electric currents, due to the heat generated by their 
combination, and thus the chemical action and its heat continued 
in an endless cycle, violates the principles of natural philosophy 
in exactly the same manner, and to the same degree, as to believe 
that a clock constructed with a self-winding movement may fulfil 
the expectations of its ingenious inventor by going for ever. 

8. It must indeed be admitted that many geological writers 
of the Uniformitarian school, who in other respects have taken 
a profoundly philosophical view of their subject, have argued in 
a most fallacious manner against hypotheses of violent action in 
past ages. If they had contented themselves with showing that 
many existing appearances, although suggestive of extreme violence 
and sudden change, may have been brought about by long- 
continued action, or by paroxysms not more intense than some of 
which we have experience within the periods of human history, 
their position might have been unassailable ; and certainly could 
not have been assailed except by a detailed discussion of their 
facts. It would be a very wonderful, but not an absolutely in- 
credible result, that volcanic action has never been more violent 
on the whole than during the last two or three centuries ; but it 
is as certain that there is now less volcanic energy in the whole 
earth than there was a thousand years ago, as it is that there is 
less gunpowder in a '‘Monitor” after she has been seen to dis- 
charge shot and shell, whether at a nearly ecpiable rate or not, 
for five hours without receiving fresh supplies, than there was at 
the beginning of the action. Yet this truth has been ignored or 


* Another kind of dynamical action, capable of generating heat in the interior 
of the earth, is the friction which would impede tidal oscillations if the earth were 
partially or wholly constituted of viscous matter. See a paper by Prof. G. H. 
Darwin, “On problems connected with the tides of a viscous spheroid,” FUl, 
Proc* Roy. 1879, Part ii. W. T. July, 1883. 
t Principles of Geology^ chap. xxxi. ed. 1853. 
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denied by many of the leading geologists of the present day*, 
because they believe that the facts within their province do not 
demonstrate greater violence in ancient changes of the earth’s 
surface, or do demonstrate a nearly equable action in all periods. 

9, The chemical hypothesis to account for underground heat 
might be regarded as not improbable, if it was only in isolated 
localities that the temperature was found to increase with the 
depth; and, indeed, it can scarcely be doubted that chemical 
action exercises an appreciable influence (possibly negative, how- 
ever) on the action of volcanoes ; but that there is slow uniform 
'' combustion,” eremacausiSy or chemical combination of any kind 
going on, at some great unknown depth under the surface 
everywhere, and creeping inwards gradually as the chemical 
affinities in layer after layer are successively saturated, seems 
extremely improbable, although it cannot be pronounced to be 
absolutely impossible, or contrary to all analogies in nature. The 
less hypothetical view, however, that the earth is merely a warm 
che*mically inert body cooling, is clearly to be preferred in the 
present state of science. 

10. Poisson’s celebrated hypothesis, that the present under- 
ground heat is due to a passage, at some former period, of the 
solar system through hotter stellar regions, cannot provide the 
circumstances required for a paleontology continuous through 
that epoch of external heat. For from a mean of values of the 
conductivity, in terms of the thermal capacity of unit volume, 
of the earth’s crust, in three different localities near Edinburgh, 
which I have deduced from the observations on underground 
temperature instituted by Principal Forbes there, I find that 
if the supposed transit through a hotter region of space took 
place between 1250 and 5000 years ago, the temperature of that 
supposed region must have been from 25° to 50° Fahr. above the 
present mean temperature of the earth’s surface, to account for 
the present general rate of underground increase of temperature, 
taken as 1° Fahr. in 50 feet downwards. Human history negatives 
this supposition. Again, geologists and astronomers will, I pre- 
sume, admit that the earth cannot, 20,000 years ago, have been 

* It must be borne in mind that this was written in 1862. The opposite state- 
ment concerning the beliefs of geologists would probably be now [1889] nearer the 
truth. W. T. 
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in a region of space 100°Fahr. warmer than its present surface. 
But if the transition from a hot region to a cool region supposed 
by Poisson took place more than 20,000 years ago, the excess of 
temperature must have been more than 100° Fahr., and must 
therefore have destroyed animal and vegetable life. Hence, the 
farther back and the hotter we can suppose Poisson^s hot region, 
the better for the geologists who require the longest periods ; 
but the best for their view is Leibnitz’s theory, which simply 
supposes the earth to have been at one time an incan- 
descent liquid,- without explaining how it got into that state. 
If we suppose the temperature of melting rock to be about 
10,000° Fahr. (an extremely high estimate), the consolidation may 
have taken place 200,000,000 years ago. Or, if we suppose the 
temperature of melting rock to be 7000° Fahr. (which is more 
nearly what it is generally assumed to be), we may suppose the 
consolidation to have taken place 98,000,000 years ago. 

11. These estimates are founded on the Fourier solution 
demonstrated below. The greatest variation wo have to make on 
them, to take into account the differences in the ratios of con- 
ductivities to specific heats of the three Edinburgh rocks, is to 
reduce them to nearly half, or to increase them by rather more 
than half. A reduction of the Greenwich underground observations 
recently communicated to me by Professor Everett of Windsor, 
Nova Scotia [now, 1889, of Queen’s College, Belfast], gives for the 
Greenwich rocks a quality intermediate between those of the 
Edinburgh rocks. But we are very ignorant as to the effects 
of high temperatures in altering the conductivities and specific 
heats of rocks, and as to their latent heat of fusion. We must, 
therefore, allow very wide limits in such an estimate as I have 
attempted to make ; but I think we may with much probability 
say that the consolidation cannot have taken place less than 
20,000,000 years ago, or we should have more underground 
heat than we actually have, nor more than 400,000,000 years 
ago, or we should not have so much as the least observed un- 
derground increment of temperature. That is to say, I conclude 
that Leibnitz’s epoch of emergence of the consistentior status 
was probably between those dates. 

12. The mathematical theory on which these estimates are 
founded is very simple, being in fact merely an application of 
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one of Fourier’s elementary solutions to the problem of finding 
at any time the rate of variation of temperature from point to 
point, and the actual temperature at any point, in a solid extending 
to infinity in all directions, on the supposition that at an initial 
epoch the temperature has had two different constant values on 
the two sides of a certain infinite plane. The solution for the 
two required elements is as follows : — 

dv V 

X 

sIttJo 

where k denotes the conductivity of the solid, measured in terms 
of the thermal capacity of the unit of bulk ; 

F, half the difference of the two initial temperatures ; 

their arithmetical mean ; 
ty the time ; 

Xy the distance of any point from the middle plane ; 

Vy the temperature of the point x at time t ; 
and, consequently (according to the notation of the differential 
calculus), dvjdx the rate of variation of the temperature per unit 
of length perpendicular to the isothermal planes. 

13. To demonstrate this solution, it is sufficient to verify — 

(1) That the expression for v satisfies Fourier’s equation for 

the linear conduction of heat, viz. ; 

dv _ d% 

(2) That when ^ = 0, the expression for v becomes Vq-\-V for 

all positive, and v^— V for all negative, values of x ; 
and (3), That the expression for dvjdx is the differential coeffi'- 
cient of the expression for v with reference to x. 

The propositions (1) and (3) are proved directly by differentia- 
tion. To prove (2), we have, when ^ = 0, and x positive, 

2F 

v = VQ-i / dze^^^y 

TT Jo 

or according to the known value, of the definite integral 

f-CO 

I dze~^\ v = v„ + V; 

•'o 
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and for all values of ty the second term has equal positive and 
negative values for equal positive and negative values of Xy so that 
when ^ = 0 and x negative, 

-y = — F. 

The admirable analysis by which Fourier arrived at solutions 
including this, forms a most interesting and important mathe- 
matical study. It is to be found in his Theorie Analytique de la 
Ghaleur, Paris, 1822. 

14. The accompanying diagram (page 303) represents, by two 
curves, the preceding expressions for dvjdXy and v respectively. 

15. The solution thus expressed and illustrated applies, for a 
certain time, without sensible error, to the case of a solid sphere, 
primitively heated to a uniform temperature, and suddenly ex- 
posed to any superficial action, which for ever after keeps the 
surface at some other constant temperature. If, for instance, the 
case considered is that of a globe, 8000 miles in diameter, of solid 
rock, the solution will apply with scarcely sensible error for more 
than 1000 millions of years. For, if the rock be of a certain 
average quality as to conductivity and specific heat, the value of 
Ky as I have shown in a previous communication to the Royal 
Society*, will be 400, to unit of length a British foot and unit 
of time a year ; and the equation expressing the solution becomes 

= I.. 

dx 35-4 

and if we give t the value 1,000,000,000, or anything less, the ex- 
ponential factor becomes less than (which being equal to about 
1/270, may be regarded as insensible), when x exceeds 3,000,000 
feet, or 508 miles. That is to say, during the first 1000 million 
years the variation of temperature does not become sensible at 
depths exceeding 568 miles, and is therefore confined to so thin 
a crust, that the influence of curvature may be neglected. 

16. If, now, we suppose the time to be 100 million years 
from the commencement of the variation, the equation becomes 

^ ___i__FV:-a; 2 / 1600 xlO« 

dx 3*54x10" 

* “On the Reduction of Observations of Underground Temperature.” Trans » 
Uoy. SoG. EtUn.y March, 1860 [Art. xciii. above]. 
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INCREASE OF TEMPERATURE DOWNWARDS IN THE EARTH. 


ON=x. 


a = 2 fjKt. 




NP=area ONP'A 


1 

'A-ra = ~ y'dx* 
a ^ • 


dx_V NP 
dx~ a ' 


v~V(^=V. 


NP 


The curve OPQ shows excess of temperature above that of the surface. 
The curve AP'R shows rate of augmentation of temperature downwards. 



* A table of the values of this integral, sometimes now called the “Error 
Function,” is to be found in Table III. of De Morgan’s article on “The Theory 
of Probabilities,” Encyclopaedia Metropolitana, Edition 1845, Vol. ii. W. T. 
March 27, 1889. 
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The diagram, therefore, shows the variation of temperature which 
would now exist in the earth, if its whole mass being first solid 
and at one temperature 100 million years ago, the temperature 
of its surface had been everywhere suddenly lowered by V degrees, 
and kept permanently at this lower temperature : the scales used 
being as follows : — 

(1) For depth below the surface, — scale along OX, length a, 
represents 400,000 feet. 

(2) For rate of increase of temperature per foot of depth, — 
scale of ordinates parallel to OF, length b, represents 354^^ of 
V per foot. If, for example, V = 7000"" Fahr., this scale will be 
such that b represents ^ of a degree per foot. 

(3) For excess of temperature, — scale of ordinates parallel to 

OF, length b, represents or 7900°, if F= 7000° Fahr. 

Thus the rate of increase of temperature from the surface 
downwards would be sensibly of a degree per foot for the first 
100,000 feet or so. Below that depth the rate of increase per 
foot would begin to diminish sensibly. At 400,000 feet it would 
have diminished to about of a degree per foot. At 800,000 
feet it would have diminished to less than of its initial value, 
— that is to say, to less than of a degree per foot ; and so on, 
rapidly diminishing, as shown in the curve. Such is, on the 
whole, the most probable representation of the earth's present 
temperature, at depths of from 100 feet, where the annual 
variations cease to be sensible, to 100 miles ; below which the 
whole mass, or all, except a nucleus cool from the beginning, is 
(whether liquid or solid) probably at, or very nearly at, the 
proper melting temperature for the pressure at each depth. 

17. The theory indicated above throws light on the question 
so often discussed as to whether terrestrial heat can have influenced 
climate through long geological periods, and allows us to answer 
it very decidedly in the negative. There would be an increment of 
temperature at the rate of 2° Fahr. per foot downwards near the 
surface, 10,000 years after the beginning of the cooling, in the 
case we have supposed. The radiation from earth and atmosphere 
into space (of which we have yet no satisfactory absolute measure- 
ment) would almost certainly be so rapid in the earth's actual 
circumstances, as not to allow a rate of increase of 2° Fahr. per 
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foot underground to augment the temperature of the surface by 
much more than about 1° ; and hence I infer that the general 
climate cannot be sensibly affected by conducted heat, at auy time 
more than 10,000 years after the commencement of superficial 
solidification. No doubt, however, in particular places there might 
be an elevation of temperature by thermal springs, or by eruptions 
of melted lava, and everywhere vegetation would, for the first 
three or four million years, if it existed so soon after the epoch of 
consolidation, be influenced by the sensibly higher temperature 
met with by roots extending a foot or more below the surface. 

18. Whatever the amount of such effects is at any one time, 
it would go on diminishing according to the inverse proportion of 
the square roots of the times from the initial epoch. Thus, if at 
10,000 years we have 2'" per foot of increment below ground. 

At 40,000 years we should have 1"^ per foot. 

„ 160,000 „ „ „ r „ 

„ 4,000,000 „ „ „ iV' .. 

„ 100 , 000,000 „ „ „ .. 

It is, therefore, probable that for the last 96,000,000 years the rate 
of increase of temperature underground has gradually diminished 
from about Y\^th to about ^th of a degree Fahrenheit per foot, 
and that the thickness of the crust through which any stated de- 
gree of cooling has been experienced has in that period gradually 
increased up to its present thickness from Ith of that thickness. 
Is not this, on the whole, in harmony with geological evidence, 
rightly interpreted ? Do not the vast masses of basalt, the general 
appearances of mountain ranges, the violent distortions and frac- 
tures of strata, the great prevalence of metamorphic action (which 
must have taken place at depths of not many miles if so much), 
all agree in demonstrating that the rate of increase of temperature 
downwards must have been much more rapid, and in rendering it 
probable that volcanic energy, earthquake shocks, and every kind 
of so-called Plutonic action, have been, on the whole, more abun- 
dantly and violently operative in geological antiquity than in the 
present age ? 

19. But it may be objected to this application of mathe- 
matical theory — (1), That the earth was once all melted, or at 
least melted all round its surface, and cannot possibly, or rather 
cannot with any probability, be supposed to have been ever a uni- 

T. III. 20 
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formly heated solid, 7000° Fahr. warmer than our present surface 
temperature, as assumed in the mathematical problem ; and (2), 
No natural action could possibly produce at one instant, and 
maintain for ever after, a seven thousand degrees’ lowering of 
the surface temperature. Taking the second objection first, I 
answer it by saying, what I think cannot be denied, that a large 
mass of melted rock, exposed freely to our air and sky, will, after 
it once becomes crusted over, present in a few hours, or a few 
days, or at the most a few weeks, a surface so cool that it can be 
walked over with impunity. Hence, after 10,000 years, or, indeed, 
I may say after a single year, its condition will be sensibly the 
same as if the actual lowering of temperature experienced by the 
surface had been produced in an instant and maintained constant 
ever after. I answer the first objection by saying, that if experi- 
menters will find the latent heat of fusion, and the variations of 
conductivity and specific heat of the earth’s crust up to its melting 
point, it will be easy to modify the solution given above, so as 
to make it applicable to the case of a liquid globe gradually 
solidifying from without inwards, in consequence of heat conducted 
through the solid crust to a cold external medium. In the mean- 
time, we can see that this modification will not make any con- 
siderable change in the resulting temperature of any point in 
the crust, unless the latent heat parted with on solidification 
proves, contrary to what we may expect from analogy, to be con- 
siderable in comparison with the heat that an equal mass of the 
solid yields in cooling from the temperature of solidification to the 
superficial temperature. But, what is more to the purpose, it is 
to be remarked that the objection, plausible as it appears, is 
altogether fallacious, and that the problem solved above cor- 
responds much more closely, in all probability, with the actual 
history of the earth, than does the modified problem suggested by 
the objection. The earth, although once all melted, or melted 
all round its surface, did, in all probability, really become a solid 
at its melting temperature all through, or all through the outer 
layer, which had been melted ; and not until the solidification was 
thus complete, or nearly so, did the surface begin to cool. That 
this is the true view can scarcely be doubted, when the following 
arguments are considered. 

20. In the first place, we shall assume that at one time the 
earth consisted of a solid nucleus, covered all round with a very 
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deep ocean of melted rocks, and left to cool by radiation into 
space. This is the condition that would supervene, on a cold body 
much smaller than the present earth meeting a great number 
of cool bodies still smaller than itself, and is therefore in ac- 
cordance with what we may regard as a probable hypothesis re- 
garding the earth’s antecedents. It includes, as a particular case, 
the commoner supposition, that the earth was once melted 
throughout, a condition which might result from the collision of 
two nearly equal masses. But the evidence which has convinced 
most geologists that the earth had a fiery beginning, goes but a 
very small depth below the surface, and affords us absolutely no 
means of distinguishing between the actual phenomena, and those 
which would have resulted from either an entire globe of liquid 
rock, or a cool solid nucleus covered with liquid to any depth 
exceeding 50 or 100 miles. Hence, irrespectively of any hypo- 
thesis as to antecedents from which the earth’s initial fiery con- 
dition may have followed by natural causes, and simply assuming, 
ae rendered probable by geological evidence, that there was at one 
time melted rock all over the surface, we need not assume the 
depth of this lava ocean to have been more than 50 or 100 miles ; 
although we need not exclude the supposition of any greater 
depth, or of an entire globe of liquid. 

21. In the process of refrigeration, the fluid must (as I have 
remarked regarding the sun, in the recent article in Macmillans 
Magazine^ already referred to, and regarding the earth’s atmo- 
sphere, in a communication to the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Manchester "I*) be brought by convection, to fulfil a 
definite law of distribution of temperature which I have called 
‘^convective equilibrium of temperature.” That is to say, the 
temperatures at different parts in the interior must, in any great 
fluid mass which is kept well stirred, differ according to the 
different pressures by the difference of temperatures which any 
one portion of the liquid would present, if given at the tempera- 
ture and pressure of any one part, and then subjected to variation 
of pressure, while prevented from losing or gaining heat. The 

* “On the Age of the Sun’s Heat,” March, 1862: also Popular Lectures and 
Addresses,, Vol. i. Macmillan, 1889. 

t “On the Convective Equilibrium of Temperature in the Atmosphere,” read 
Jan. 21, 1862: published in the Memoirs, Vol. ii. of 3rd Series; [Art. xcii. above, 
Appendix E.] 
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reason for this is the extreme slowness of true thermal conduc- 
tion; and the consequently preponderating influence of great 
currents throughout a continuous fluid mass, in determining the 
distribution of temperature through the whole. 

22. The thermo-dynamic law connecting temperature and 
pressure in a fluid mass, not allowed to lose or gain heat, investi- 
gated theoretically, and experimentally verified in the cases of air 
and water, by Dr Joule and myself*, shows, therefore, that the 
temperature in the liquid will increase from the surface down- 
wards, if, as is most probably the case, the liquid contracts in 
cooling. On the other hand, if the liquid, like water near its 
freezing point, expanded in cooling, the temperature, accord- 
ing to the convective and thermo-dynamic laws just stated 
(§§ 21, 22), would actually be lower at great depths than near 
the surface, even although the liquid is cooling from the surface ; 
but there would be a very thin superficial layer of lighter and 
cooler liquid, losing heat by true conduction, until solidification at 
the surface would commence. 

23. Again, according to the thermo-dynamic law of freezing, 
investigated by my brother. Professor James Thomson “I*, and 
verified by myself experimentally for water|, the temperature 
of solidification will, at great depths, because of the great pressure 
there, be higher there than at the surface if the fluid contracts, or 
lower than at the surfhce if it expands, in becoming solid. 

24. How the temperature of solidification, for any pressure, 
may be related to the corresponding temperature of fluid con- 

Joule, “On the Changes of Temperature produced by the Rarefaction and 
Condensation of Air,” Philosophical Magazine^ May, 1845; or Joule’s Scientific 
Papers^ Vol. i. London, 1884. Thomson, “On a Method for Discovering Experi- 
mentally the Mechanical Work spent, and the Heat produced by the Compression 
of a Gaseous Fluid,” Trans. Roy. Soc, Edin.^ Vol. xx. Part ii., read April 21, 1851 ; 
Philosophical Magazine^ December, 1852 [Art. xlviii. Part iv. §§ 61-80, Vol. i. 
above]. Joule and Thomson, “On the Thermal Effects of Fluids in Motion,” 
Trans. Roy. Soc.^ read June 16, 1853, and June 15, 1854 [Art. xlix. Vol. i. 
above]. Thomson, “On the Alterations of Temperature accompanying Changes 
of Pressure in Fluids,” Proc. Roy. Soc.^ Vol. viii., read June 15, 1857 [Art. xcii. 
App. A., above]. 

t “ Theoretical Considerations Regarding the Effect of Pressure on the Freezing 
Point of Water,” Trans. R. 8 . E., Jan. 1849. [Appendix to Art. xli. Vol. i. above.] 

X Proceedings R. S. E., Jan. 1850; Philosophical Magazine, 1850, Vol. xxxvii. 
(fee. [Art. XLii. Vol. I. above]. 
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vective equilibrium, it is impossible to say, without knowledge 
which we do not yet possess, regarding the expansion with heat, 
and the specific heat of the fluid, and the change of volume and 
the latent heat developed in the transition from fluid to solid. 

25. For instance, supposing, as is most probably true, both 
that the liquid contracts in cooling towards its freezing-point, and 
that it contracts in freezing; we cannot tell, without definite 
numerical data regarding those elements, whether the elevation 
of the temperature of solidification, or of the actual temperature 
of a portion of the fluid given just above its freezing point, pro- 
duced by a given application of pressure, is the greater. If the 
former is greater than the latter, solidification would commence 
at the bottom, or at the centre if there is no solid nucleus to begin 
with, and would proceed outwards ; and there could be no com- 
plete permanent incrustation all round the surface till the whole 
globe is solid, with, possibly, the exception of irregular, com- 
paratively small spaces of liquid. 

26. If, on the contrary, the elevation of temperature, produced 
by an application of pressure to a given portion of the fluid, is 
greater than the elevation of the freezing temperature produced 
by the same amount of pressure, the superficial layer of the fluid 
would be the first to reach its freezing point, and the first actually 
to freeze. 

27. But if, according to the second supposition of § 22 above, 
the liquid expanded in cooling near its freezing-point, the solid 
would probably likewise be of less specific gravity than the liquid at 
its freezing-point. Hence the surface would crust over permanently 
with a crust of solid, constantly increasing inwards by the freezing 
of the interior fluid in consequence of heat conducted out through 
the crust. The condition most commonly assumed by geologists 
would thus be produced. 

28. But Bischof s experiments, upon the validity of which, so 
far as I am aware, no doubt has ever been thrown, show that 
melted granite, slate, and trachyte, all contract by something about 
20 per cent, in freezing. We ought, indeed, to have more experi- 
ments on this most important point, both to verify Bischof s results 
on rocks, and to learn how the case is with iron and other un- 
oxydised metals. In the meantime we must assume it as probable 



310 ON THE SECULAR COOLING OF THE EARTH. [XClV. 

that the melted substance of the earth did really contract by a 
very considerable amount in becoming solid. 

29. Hence, if according to any relations whatever among the 
complicated physical circumstances concerned, freezing did really 
commence at the surface, either all round or in any part, before 
the whole globe had become solid, the solidified superficial layer 
must have broken up and sunk to the bottom, or to the centre, 
before it could have attained a sufficient thickness to rest stably 
on the lighter liquid below. It is quite clear, indeed, that if at 
any time the earth were in the condition of a thin solid shell of, 
let us suppose 50 feet or 100 feet thick of granite, enclosing a 
continuous melted mass of 20 per cent, less specific gravity in its 
upper parts, where the pressure is small, this condition cannot 
have lasted many minutes. The rigidity of a solid shell of super- 
ficial extent, so vast in comparison with its thickness, must be as 
nothing, and the slightest disturbance must cause some part to 
bend down, crack, and allow the liquid to run out over the whole 
solid. The crust itself must in consequence become shattered into 
fragments, which must all sink to the bottom, or to meet in the 
centre and form a nucleus there if there is none to begin with. 

30. It is, however, scarcely possible, that any such continuous 
crust can ever have formed all over the melted surface at one time, 
and afterwards have fallen in. The mode of solidification conjec- 
tured in § 25 above, seems on the whole the most consistent with 
what we know of the physical properties of the matter concerned. 
So far as regards the result, it agrees, I believe, with the view 
adopted as the most probable by Mr Hopkins*. But whetljer from 
the condition being rather that described in § 26 above, which 
seems also possible, for the whole or for some parts of the hetero- 
geneous substance of the earth, or from the viscidity as of mortar, 
which necessarily supervenes in a melted fluid, composed of in- 
gredients becoming, as the whole cools, separated by crystallising 
at different temperatures, before the solidification is perfect, and 
which we actually see in lava from modern volcanoes; it is 
probable that when the whole globe, or some very thick superficial 
layer of it, still liquid or viscid, has cooled down to near its tempe- 
rature of perfect solidification, incrustation at the surface must 
commence. 

* See his Report on “ Earthquakes and Volcanic Action,” British Association 
Report for 1847. 
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31. It is probable that crust may thus form over wide extents 
of surface, and may be temporarily buoyed up by the vesicular 
character it may have retained from the ebullition of the liquid 
in some places ; or, at all events, it may be held up by the viscidity 
of the liquid, until it has acquired some considerable thickness 
sufficient to allow gravity to manifest its claim, and sink the 
heavier solid below the lighter liquid. This process must go on 
until the sunk portions of crust build up from the bottom a 
sufficiently close ribbed solid skeleton or frame, to allow fresh 
incrustations to remain bridging across the now small areas of 
lava pools or lakes. 

32. In the honey-combed solid and liquid mass thus formed, 
there must be a continual tendency for the liquid, in consequence 
of its less specific gravity, to work its way up ; whether by masses 
of solid falling from the roofs of vesicles or tunnels, and causing 
earthquake shocks, or by the roof breaking quite through when 
very thin, so as to cause two such hollows to unite, or the liquid 
of any of them to flow out freely over the outer surface of the 
earth ; or by gradual subsidence of the solid, owing to the thermo- 
dynamic melting, which portions of it, under intense stress, must 
experience, according to views recently published by my brother. 
Professor James Thomson*. The results which must follow from 
this tendency seem sufficiently great and various to acount for all 
that we see at present, and all that we learn from geological in- 
vestigation, of earthquakes, of upheavals and subsidences of solid, 
and of eruptions of melted rock. 

33. These conclusions, drawn solely from a consideration of 
the necessary order of cooling and consolidation, according to 
Bischof’s result as to the relative specific gravities of solid and of 
melted rock, are in perfect accordance with what I have recently 
demonstrated *f regarding the present condition of the earth’s in- 
terior,— that it is not, as commonly supposed, all liquid within a 
thin solid crust of from 30 to 100 miles thick, but that it is on the 
whole more rigid certainly than a continuous solid globe of glass 
of the same diameter, and probably than one of steel. 

* “On Crystallization and Liquefaction as influenced by Stresses tending to 
Change of Form in Crystals,” Proceedings of the Royal Society, Vol. xi., read 
Dec. 5, 1861. 

t In a paper “On the Rigidity of the Earth,” communicated to the Royal 
Society a few days ago ; April, 1862 [Art. xcv. below]. 
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Art. xcv. On the Rigidity of the Earth; Shiftings of 
THE Earth’s Instantaneous Axis of Rotation; and Ir- 
regularities OF THE Earth as a Timekeeper. 

[Transactions Roy. Soc. 1863; read May 16, 1862: and incorporating, instead 
of §§ 21-32 of the original paper, the Opening Address to Sec. A. of the British 
Association, Glasgow meeting, 1876 ; Brit. Association Report ^ 1876.] 

1. That the earth cannot, as many geologists suppose, be a 
liiliiid mass enclosed in only a thin shell of solidified matter, is 
demonstrated by the phenomena of precession and nutation. Mr 
Hopkins*, to whom is due the grand idea of thus learning the 
physical condition of the interior from phenomena of rotatory 
motion presented by the surface, applied mathematical analysis to 
investigate the rotation of rigid ellipsoidal shells enclosing liquids, 
and arrived at the conclusion that the solid crust of the earth must 
be not less than 800 or 1000 miles thick. Although the mathe- 
maticjil part of the investigation might be objected to, I have not 
been able to perceive any force in the arguments by which this 
conclusion has been controverted, and I am happy to find my 
opinion in this respect confiiraed by so eminent an authority as 
Archdeacon Pratt f. 

2. It has always appeared to me, indeed, that Mr Hopkins 
might have pressed his argument further, and have concluded that 
no continuous liquid vesicle at all approaching to the dimensions 
of a spheroid GOOO miles in diameter can possibly exist in the 
earth’s interior without rendering the phenomena of precession 
and nutation very sensibly different from what they are. 

3. Considerations regarding the velocities of long waves in 
deep sea, of tidal waves and of earthquake waves, and the har- 
monic vibrations of a liquid globe, having recently led me to think 

* Transactions Roy, Soc., years 1839, 1840, 1842. 
t Figure of the Earthy edit. 1860, § 86. 
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of the relative values of gravitation and elasticity in giving rigidity 
to the earth's figure, I was surprised to find that the former would 
have a larger share in this effect than the latter, unless the average 
substance of the earth had a very high degree of rigidity. For 
instance, I found that a homogeneous incompressible liquid globe 
of the same density as the mean density of the earth, if changed 
to a spheroidal form and then left free, influenced only by mutual 
gravitation of its parts, would perform simple harmonic vibrations 
in 47™ 12" half-period*. A steel globe of the same dimensions, 
without mutual gravitation of its parts, could scarcely oscillate so 
rapidly, since the velocity of plane waves of distortion in steel is 
only about 10,140 feet per second, at which rate a space equal to 
the earth's diameter would not be travelled in less than 1‘‘ 8™ 40". 


4. Hence it is obvious that, unless the average substance of 
the earth is more rigid than steel, its figure must yield to the dis- 
torting forces of the moon and sun, not incomparably less than it 
would if it were fluid. To illustrate this conclusion, I have in- 
vestigated the deformation experienced by a homogeneous elastic 
spheroid under the influence of any arbitrarily given disturbing 
forces f. I thus find that if 2]h denote the difterence between the 
longest and shortest diameters of the tidal spheroid, calculated on 
the supposition that the substance is of homogeneous (and there- 
fore incompressible) fluid, and 2h the difference between the longest 
and shortest diameters of the spheroid into which the same mass, 
if of homogeneous incompressible solid matter, would be deformed 
from a naturally spherical figure when exposed to the same lunar 
or solid disturbing influence, we have (see § 40, Appendix to this 
paper) 

K 




1 + 


19 n 


2 gwr 

where w denotes the mass of unit volume, 

n, the '‘rigidity" of the substance (see § 71 of Art. xcvi. 
below); 

gy the force of gravity on a unit of mass at the surface ; 
and r, the radius of the globe. 


• This is demonstrated in §§ 55 — 58 of “Dynamical Problems regarding Elastic 
Spheroidal Shells, Ac.’* Transactions Roy, Soc, 1863, read Nov. 27, 1862 [Art. xcvi. 
below]. 

t The solution of this problem will be found in §§ 47, 48 of the paper referred 
to above. 
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6. The density of iron or steel (7’8 times that of water) does 
not differ very much from the mean density of the earth (5*5 
times that of water according to Cavendish’s experiment). "The 
rigidity of iron, according to experiments of my brother. Professor 
James Thomson*, is 10,800,000 lbs. per square inch. Since the 
weight of 1 lb. at Glasgow, where the experiment was made, is 
32-2 British absolute units of force, we must multiply by 32*2 
to reduce to kinetic measure as to force; and we must multiply by 
144 to make the unit of area a square foot instead of a square 
inch. We thus find, in consistent absolute measure, 

n = 501 X 10*, 

—the unit of mass being 1 lb., the unit of space 1 foot, and the unit 
of force that force which, acting on one pound of matter during a 
moan solar second of time, generates a velocity of 1 foot per 
second. In terms of the same units we have r = 20,887,700 ; 
g — 32'14, being about the average over all the earth; and for iron 
or steel w — 487. Hence 

I h’ /i' 

~ Id 601 X 10* “ 2-44 ~ ^ • 

2 ■ 3.308 X 10* 

Of glass, the rigidity is, according to Wertheim, about one-fifth of 
the value we have just used as that of iron ; and therefore if the 
earth were homogeneous of its actual mean density, and liad 
throughout the same rigidity as that of glass, the result would be 

h = -78/1'. 

6. Hence it appears that if the rigidity of the earth, on the 
whole, were only as much as that of steel or iron, the earth as a 
whole would yield about two-fifths as much to the tide-producing 
influences of the sun and moon as it would if it had no rigidity at 
all; and it would yield by more than three-fourths of the fluid 
yielding, if its rigidity were no more than that of glass. 

7. Such a deformation as this would be quite undisco verable 
by any direct geodetical or astronomical observations; but if it 
existed, it would largely influence the actual phenomena of the 
tides and of precision and nutation. 

* “ On the Elasticity and Strength of Spiral Springs, and of Bars subjected to 
Torsion,” Cambridge and Dublin Mathematical Jtmrnal, 1848. 
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§§ 8 — 20. Effect of the Earth's Elastic Yielding on the Tides, 

8. To find the effect of the earth’s elastic yielding on the 
tides, let 2i? denote the difference between the greatest and least 
diameters of the spheroidal surface perpendicular to the resultant 
of the lunar or solar disturbing force* and let terrestrial gravita- 
tion be supposed perfectly symmetrical about the centre, then 
Hjr will be the ellipticity of that spheroid ; and we shall call it 
the ellipticity of level produced by the lunar or solar influence on 
a rigid earth. It may be remarked that H is the height of high 
water above low water in the ‘‘equilibrium tide” of an ocean of 
infinitely small density covering a rigid earth. 

9. Let IT denote the height of the equilibrium tide for an 
ocean of density l/N of the earth’s mean density, the earth being 
still supposed perfectly rigid and covered by the ocean. Then the 
terrestrial gravitation level will be disturbed (as is proved in the 
theory of the attraction of ellipsoids) from the spherical surface to 

3 1 JBT 

the spheroidal surface of ellipticity ^ attraction 

of the ocean in its altered figure. The ellipticity of level induced 
by lunar or solar influence must be added to this to give the 
ellipticity of actual level, which is of course the ellipticity of the 
free equilibrium surface of the ocean, or according to our nota- 
tion H'jr, Hence 

^^^ 3 1 K 

r r 5 ' N' r * 

by which we find 



For sea-water the value of N is about 6’6 ; and therefore 

ir'=||ir=ii2fr, 

or only 12 per cent, more than for an ocean of infinitely small 
density. 

* This '* disturbing force*’ is of course the resultant of the actual attraction of 
either body on a unit of mass in any position, and a force equal and opposite to lit 
attraction on a unit of mass at the earth’s centre. 
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10. What we have denoted in § 4 above by h', is the value 
of ff', for JV = 1 ; and therefore 




0 

2 


II, 


and 


h 


6 

2 


1 + 


H 

19 

2 ' gwr 


11. Now, according to a proposition regarding the attraction 
of ellipsoids already used, we have | for the ellipticity in the 


terrestrial gravitation level, produced by the ellipticity of de- 
formation /i/r experienced in consequence of want of perfect rigidity. 
Hence the ellipticity of the terrestrial gravitation level, as disturbed 

3 h H 

by lunar or solar influence, is ^ H — . This will be the absolute 

j ^ 5 r r 

tidal equilibrium ellipticity of an ocean of infinitely small density 

covering the elastic globe ; but since there is a tidal ellipticity h/r 

induced in the solid itself, the height from low tide to higli tide 

of fluid relatively to solid (that is to say, the difference of depth 

between high water and low water) will be 




or, according to the value of /t just found (§ 10), 


19 n 
2 gwr 


i + l£ ” 

2 gwr 


12. This result expresses strictly the height of the equilibrium 
tide of a licjuid of infinitely small density covering an elastic solid 
globe. It may be regarded as a better expression of the true tidal 
tendency on the actual ocean, than the slightly different result 
calculated with allowance for the effect of the attraction of the 
altered watery figure constituting the equilibrium spheroid, and its 
influence on the figure of the elastic solid ; since the impediments 
of land and the influence of the sea-bottom, render the actual 
ocean surface altogether different from that of the equilibrium 
spheroid. 
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13. Hence the actual tidal tendency, which would be H if 
the earth were perfectly rigid, is in reality 


2 


gwr 


J1 


1 + 


19 n 
2 * gwr 


where n denotes what we may call the earth's tidal effective 
rigidity y being the “rigidity” of a homogeneous incompressible 
solid globe of equal mass which, with an ocean equal and similar 
to the earth’s, would exhibit the same tides. 


14. If, for example, we give n the value for iron or steel above 
indicated, the formula becomes */)9 x H, The comparison between 
theory and observation, owing to the extreme complexity of the 
circumstances, has been hitherto so imperfect that we cannot say 
it disproves this result; and therefore, from tidal phenomena 
hitherto observed, we cannot infer that the earth is more effectively 
rigid than steel. 

15. The value of n for glass, according to Wertheim, is 
2160000 X 144 X 32*2, in British absolute units; and it reduces 
the formula to •22//. Now, imiierfcct as the comparison between 
theory and observation as to the absolute height of the tides has 
been hitherto, it is scarcely possible to believe that the height is 
in reality only two-ninths of what it would be if, as has hitherto 
been universally assumed in tidal investigations, the earth wore 
perfectly rigid. It seems therefore nearly certain, with no other 
evidence than is afforded by the tides, that the tidal effective 
rigidity of the earth must be greater than that of glass. 

16. Any approach to a close testing of the absolute amount 
of the tidal influence can scarcely be expected of either of the two 
great Kinetic* theories — the Oceanic theory of Laplace, or the 


* Dynamics meaning properly the science of force, and there being precedents 
of the very highest kind, for instance, in Delaunay’s Mecanique Rationelley of 1861, 
and Robison’s Mechanical Philosophy of 1804, in favour of using the term according 
to its proper meaning — and the modern corrupt usage, which has confined it to the 
branch of dynamical science in which relative motion is considered, being ex- 
cessively inconvenient and vexatious, — it has been proposed to introduce the term 
kinetics” to express this branch; so that dynamics may be defined simply as the 
“science of force,” and divided into the two branches. Statics and Kinetics. The 
introduction of this now term, derived from motion^ or act of moving, does 
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Channel theory of Airy, — as applied to diurnal or semidiurnal 
tides; but notwithstanding the strong contempt which has been 
expressed by the last-mentioned naturalist* (no doubt justly as 
regards false applications of it) for the equilibrium theoryf-, we 
may look to it confidently for good information when it is applied 
to test the ditference between mean fortnightly variations of sea- 
level at two well-chosen stations, one in a low latitude and the 
other in a high latitude. (See Note (§ 39) at the end of this 
paper.) 

17. The fortnightly tide J at each pole gives high water 
when the moon's declination (A), whether north or south, is 
greatest, and low water when she crosses the equator; and the 
whole difference in level produced by it would be 

sin* A 

if the earth were all covered with water. The mean daily level at 
the c(iuator, on the same supposition, would vary by half that 
amount, being low water when the moon is furthest from the 
equator, and high water when she crosses the equator. But 
owing to the actual distribution of land and water, cither of those 
variations may bo diminished by an amount which it is impossible 
to estimate theoretically; but then the other must be increased 
by nearly the same amount. And if a denote the mean height of 
the sea-level above a fixed mark at the earth’s north pole, about 
the times when the moon’s declination is greatest, h the cor- 
responding mean of observations about times when she is crossing 
the equator, a and b' corresponding means derived from observa- 
tion at an eciuatorial station, and something intermediate 
between H and H\ we must have 

a - 6 + 6' — a = f sin* A, 

whatever be the distribution of land and water over the earth, 

not interfere with Ampere’s term, now uniyersally accepted, kinematics” (from 
xlyrifta)^ the science of movements. 

* ” Naturalist. A person well versed in Natural Philosophy.” — Johnson’s 
Dictionary. Armed with this authority, chemists, electricians, astronomers, and 
mathematicians may surely claim to be admitted along with merely descriptive 
investigators of nature to the honourable and convenient title of Naturalist, and 
refuse to accept so un-English, unpleasing, and meaningless a variation from old 
usage as ** physicist.” 

t Bnoyclopadia Metropolitanat Airy’s “Tides and Waves,” §§ 64, 639, dko. 

t Aliy’s Tides and WaveSf § 45. 
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only provided the fortnightly tide follows sensibly the equilibrium 
law, which, for moderately well-chosen stations, we may suppose it 
must do. 

18. If, instead of being at a pole and at the equator, the 
stations are in latitudes respectively I and I', we should have 

a — b + h' — a ^fTsin* A (sin* I — sin* 1'). 

Now if we suppose the moon’s mass to be 7 *^ of the earth’s, we 
have II = 1’92 foot. As II' = ri 2 H, and as there is more area of 
water than of land over the earth, we cannot be far wrong in 
taking ,5" = r08 H = 2'04i feet. 

The greatest value of A is 28” 37' ; and hence, in the most 
favourable lunations, 

a — b + b' — a'= ‘TlS foot x (sin* I — sin* t). 

19. Iceland and Teneriffe, in nearly the same longitude, and 
in latitudes 63“ 20' and 28” 30', would probably bo very favourable 
stations. For them sin* I — sin* I = '571 ; and therefore 

a — b + b' — a'=- 0 407 foot, 

or about 4'9 inches. 

It is probable that carefully made and reduced observations, 
with proper allowance for barometric disturbances, at two such 
stations, would not only detect this tide, but would give a tolerably 
accurate determination of its amount. 

20. It would be, for Iceland and Teneriffe, as found above, 
4‘9 inches if the earth were perfectly rigid ; or 3 inches if the 
tidal effective rigidity is only that of steel ; or about an inch if the 
tidal effective rigidity is only that of glass. 

There seems no more hopeful way to ascertain how rigid the 
earth really is, than to make careful observations with a view to 
determining the fortnightly tide with all possible accuracy. It is 
possible also that very accurate observations on the semi-diurnal 
tides in a deep inland lake of great extent, or at distant points of 
the Mediterranean sea-board with only deep water intervening, 
might help to solve this question. 
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§§ 21 — 38. Effects of Elastic Yielding on Precession and 

Nutation. 

[Of date September, 1876: replacing §§ 21 — 32 of the original paper.] 

21. Whatever may be its age, we may be quite sure the earth 
is solid in its interior ; not, I admit, throughout its whole volume, 
for there certainly are spaces in volcanic regions occupied by liquid 
lava ; but whatever portion of the whole mass is liquid, whether 
the waters of the ocean or melted matter in the interior, these 
portions are small in comparison with the whole ; and we must 
utterly reject any geological hypothesis which, whether for explain- 
ing underground heat or ancient upheavals and subsidences of the 
solid crust, or earth([uakes, or existing volcanoes, assumes the solid 
earth to be a shell of 30, or 100, or 500, or 1000 kilometres thick- 
ness, resting on an interior liquid mass. 

22. This conclusion was first arrived at by Hopkins, who may 
therefore properly bo called the discoverer of the earth s solidity. 
He was led to it by a consideration of the phenomena of precession 
and nutation, and gave it as shown to be highly probable, if not 
absolut(3ly demonstrated, by his confessedly imperfect and tenta- 
tive investigation. But a rigorous application of the perfect 
hydrodynamical equations leads still more decidedly to the same 
conclusion. 

23. I am able to say this now in consequence of a conversation 
which I had with Professor Newcomb, one evening (June 1876; in 
Prof. Henryks drawing-room in the Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington, Admitting fully my evidence for the rigidity of the earth 
from the tides, he doubted the argument from precession and 
nutation. Trying to recollect what I had written on it fourteen 
years ago in a paper on the '' Rigidity of the Eartli,” published in 
the Transactions of the Royal Society, my conscience smote me, 
and I could only stammer out that I had convinced myself that 
so-and-so and so-and-so, at which I had arrived by a non-mathe- 
matical short cut. were true. He hinted that viscosity might 
suffice to render precession and nutation the same as if the earth 
were rigid, and so vitiate the argument for rigidity. This I could 
not for a moment admit, any more than when it was first put 
forward by Delaunay. But doubt entered my mind regarding the 
so-and-so and so-and-so; and I had not completed the night 
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journey to Philadelphia which hurried me away from our un- 
finished discussion before I had convinced myself that they were 
grievously wrong. So now I must request as a favour that each 
one of you on going home will instantly turn up his or her copies 
of the Transactions of the Royal Society for 1863 and of the first 
edition (1867) of Thomson and Tail’s Natural Philosophy, Vol. I., 
and draw the pen through §§ 21 — 32 of my paper on the “Rigidity 
of the Earth” in the former, and through every thing in §§ 847, 
848, 849 of the latter wliich refers to the effect on precession and 
nutation of an elastic yielding of the earth’s surface*. 

24. When those passages were written I knew little or nothing 
of vortex motion ; and until my attention was recalled to them by 
Professor Newcomb I had never once thought of this subject in the 
light thrown upon it by the theory of the (juasi-rigidity induced in 
a liquid by vortex motion, which has of late occupied me so much. 
With this fresh light a little consideration sufficed to show me that 
(although the old obvious conclusion is of course true, that, if the 
inner boundary of the imagined rigid shell of the earth were 
rigorously spherical, the interior liquid could experience no pro- 
cessional or iiutational influence from the pressure on its bounding 
surface, and therefore if homogeneous could have no precession or 
nutation at all, or if heterogeneous only as much precession and 
nutation as would be produced by attraction from without in virtue 
of non-sphericity of its surfaces of equal density, and therefore the 
shell would have enormously more rapid precession and nutation 
than it actually has — forty times as much, for instance, if the 
thickness of the shell is 60 kilometres) a very slight deviation of 
the inner surface of the shell from perfect sphericity would suffice, 
in virtue of the (juasi -rigidity due to vortex motion, to hold back 
the shell from taking sensibly more precession than it would give 
to the liquid, and to cause the liquid (homogeneous or hetero- 

* In a paper by Brevet-Major General J. G. Barnard, College of Engineers, 
U. S. A., entitled “ Problems of Rotatory Motion presented by the Gyroscope, the 
Precession of the Equinoxes, and the Pendulum” of date, October, 1871, and 
constituting No. 240 of the Smithsonian Contrihutiom to Kiwwledge, I find an 
anticipation of this correction expressed in the following terms : — “I do not concur 
with Sir William Thomson in the opinions quoted in note, page 38, from Thomson 
and Tait, and expressed in his letter to Mr G. Poulett Scrope (Nature, Feb. 1, 
1872) ; so far as regards fluidity, or imperfect rigidity, within an infinitely rigid 
envelope, I do not think the rate of precession would be affected.’* 

T. III. 


21 
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gcneous) and the shell to have sensibly the same precessional 
motion as if the whole constituted one rigid body. But it is only 
because of the very long period (26.000 years) of precession, in 
comparison with the period of rotation (one day), that a very slight 
(loviation from sphericity would suffice to cause the whole to move 
as if it were a rigid body. A little further consideration showed 
mo : — 

(1) That an ellipticity of inner surface equal to 26^0 x 365 

would bo too small, but that an ellipticity of one or two hundred 
times this amount would not bo too small to compel approximate 
equality of precession throughout liquid and shell. 

(2) That with an ellipticity of inti^rior surface ecjual to 1/300, 
if the ])roccssi()n-gencrating influence were 26,000 times as rapid 
as it is, the motion of the liqtiid would be very different from that 
of a rigid muss rigidly connected with the shell. 

(3) That with the actual forces and the supposed interior 
ellipticity of 1 /3()0, the lunar nineteen-y(‘arly nutation might bo 
aff(»ct(jd to about tiv(^ per cent, of its amount by interior liquidity. 

(4) Lastly, that the lunar semiannual nutation must be 
larg(dy, and th(‘ lunar fortnightly nuLation enormously, affected 
by interior licpiidity. 

25. But although so much could be foreseen readily enough, I 
found it impossible to discover without thorough mathematical in- 
vestigation what might bo the characters and amounts of the devia- 
tions from a rigid body's motion which the several cases of preces- 
sion and nutation contemplated would present. The investigation, 
limited to the case of a homogeneous li(]uid enclosed in an ellip- 
soidal shell, has brought out results which I confess have greatly 
.surprised mo. When the interior ellipticity of the shell is just too 
small, or the periodic speed of the disturbance just too great, to 
allow the motion of the whole to be sensibly that of a rigid body, 
the deviation first sensible renders the precessional or nutational 
motion of the shell smaller than if the whole were rigid, instead of 
greater, as I expected. The amount of this difference bears the 
same proportion to the whole precession or nutation, as the 
reciprocal of the ellipticity bears to the number of days in the 
period of the precession or nutation. It is remarkable that this 
lesult is independent of the thickness of the shell, assumed how- 
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ever to be small in proportion to the earth's radius. Thus in the 
case of precession the effect of interior liquidity would be to 
diminish the periodic speed of the precession in the proportion 
stated ; in other words, it would add to the precessional period a 
number of days equal to the number whose reciprocal measures the 
ellipticity. In the actual case of the earth, if we still take 1/300 
as the ellipticity of the inner boundary of the supposed rigid shell, 
the effect would bo to add 300 days to the precessional period of 
2(5,000 years, or to diminish by about 1/(100 of a second the annual 
precession of about 51", an effect which I need not say would be 
wholly insensible. But on the lunar nutation of 18*(3 years period, 
the effect of interior liquidity would b(‘ (|uite sensible; 18*6 years 
being twenty-f.hree times 300 days, the cft(‘ct would bi) to diminish 
the axes of the ellipse which th(' earth’s pole describes in this 
period, each by 1/23 of its own amount. The semiaxes of this 
ellipse, calculated on the theory of perfec^t rigidity from tlu^ very 
accurately known amount of precession, and the fairly accurate 
knowledge which we have of the ratio of the lunar to the solar 
part of the precessional motion, are 9"*22 and ()"'86, with an 
uncertainty not amounting to one half per cent, on account of 
want of perfect accuracy in the latter part of data. If the true 
values were less, each by 1 /23 of its own amount, the discrepance 
might have escaped detection, or might not have escaped detection; 
but certainly could be found if looked for. So far nothing can b(5 
considered as absolutely proved with reference to the interior 
solidity of the earth from precession and nutation. 

26. Now think of the solar semiannual and the lunar 
fortnightly nutations. The period of each of these is less than 300 
days. The hydrodynamical theory shows that, irrespectively of 
the thickness of the shell, the nutation of the crust would be zero 
if the period of the nutational disturbance were 300 times the 
period of rotation (the ellipticity being 1/300); if the nutational 
period were any thing between this and a certain smaller critical 
value depending on the thickness of the crust, the nutation would 
be negative ; if the period were equal to this second critical value, 
the nutation would be infinite ; and if the period were still less, 
the nutation would be again positive. The 183 days period of the 
solar nutation falls so little short of the critical 300 days that the 
amount of the nutation is not sensibly influenced by the thickness 

21—2 



324 ON THE IHGIDITY OF THE EARTH, &C. [XCV. 

of the crust: it is negative and is equal in absolute value to 
l<S3/(300- 183) times what the amount would be were the earth 
solid throughout. Now this amount, as calculated in the Nautical 
Almanac, gives 0"'55 and 0"*51 for the semiaxes of the ellipse 
traced by the earth^s axis round its mean position ; hence on the 
supposition of a solid crust with internal ellipticity 1/300 the semi- 
axes of the ellipse would be ~0''‘86 and — 0"*80. Now I think 
we may safely say that if the true nutation placed the earth’s axis 
on the opposite side of an ellipse having 0"‘86 and 0''’80 for its 
semiaxes, the discrepance could not possibly have escaped detection. 
But, lastly, think of the lunar fortnightly nutation. Its period is 
1/20 of 300 days, and its amount, calculated in the Nautical 
Almanac on the theory of complete solidity, is such that the 
greater semiaxis of the approximately circular ellipse described by 
the pole is 0" 0325. Were the crust infinitely thin this nutation 
would be negative, but its amount nineteen times that corre- 
sponding to solidity. This would make the greater semiaxis of the 
approximately circular ellipse described by the pole amount to 
1!) X 0"‘0885, which is T'*7. It would be negative and of some 
amount between I"*? and infinity, if the thickness of the crust were 
any thing from zero to 120 kilometres. This conclusion is abso- 
lut(dy decisive against the geological hypothesis of a thin rigid 
shell full of liejuid*. 

27. But interesting in a dynamical point of view as Hopkins’ 
problem is, it cannot afford a decisive argument against the earth’s 
interior Ihiuidity. It assumes the crust to be perfectly stiff and 
unyielding in its figure. This, of course, it cannot be, because no 
material is infinitely rigid ; but, composed of rock and possibly 
of continuous metal in the great depths, may the crust not, as a 
whole, be stiff enough to practically fulfil the condition of un- 
yieldingness ? No, decidedly it could not; on the contrary, were 
it of continuous steel and 500 kilometres thick, it would yield very 
nearly as much as if it were india-rubber to the deforming influences 
of centrifugal force and of the sun’s and moon’s attractions. Now 
although the full problem of precession and nutation, and, what is 
now nece.ssarily included in it, tides, in a continuous revolving 
lupiid spheroid, whether homogeneous or heterogeneous, has not 

* The mathematical investigation which led to the conclusions stated in 
§§ 24 —26 above, has not yet been published. W. T., Feb. 28, 1889. 



XCV,] ON THE RIGIDITY OF THE EARTH, &C. 325 

yet been coherently worked out, I think I see far enough towards 
a complete solution to say that precession and nutation will bo prac- 
tically the same in it as in a solid globe, and that the tides will be 
practically the same as those of the equilibrium theory. From 
this it follows that precession and nutation of the solid crust, with 
the practically perfect flexibility which it would have even though 
it were 100 kilometres thick and as stiff as steel, would be sensibly 
the same as if the whole earth from siirfoce to centre were solid 
and perfectly stiff. Hence precession and nutation yield nothing 
to be said against such hypotheses as that of Darwin*, that the 
earth as a whole takes approximately the figure due to gravity and 
centrifugal force, because of the fluidity of the interior and the 
flexibility of the crust. But, alas for this “ attractive sensational 
idea” (as Poulctt Scrope called it)? ‘‘that a molten interior to the 
globe underlies a superficial crust, its surface agitated by tid.al 
waves, and flowing freely towards any issue that may here and 
there be opened for its outward escape” the solid crust would yield 
so freely to the deforming influence of sun and moon that it would 
simply carry the waters of the ocean up and down with it, and 
there would be no sensible tidal rise and fall of water relatively to 
land. 

28. The state of the case is shortly this : — The hypothesis of 
a perfectly rigid crust containing licpiid, violates physics by assuming 
preternaturally rigid matter, and violates dynamical astronomy in 
the solar semiannual and lunar fortnightly nutations; but tidal 
theory has nothing to say against it. On the other hand, the tides 
decide against any crust flexible enough to perform the nutations 
correctly with a li(][uid interior, or as flexible as the crust must be 
unless of preternaturally rigid matter. 

29. But now thrice to slay the slain : suppose the earth this 
moment to be a thin crust of rock or metal resting on liejuid 
matter ; its equilibrium would be unstable ! And what of the 
upheavals and subsidences ? They would be strikingly analogous 
to those of a ship which has been rammed — one portion of crust 
up and another down, and then all down. Now whatever may be 
the relative densities of rock, solid and melted, at or about the 

* ** Observations on the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy and other parts of Lochaber 

in Scotland, with an attempt to prove that they are of marine origin,’’ Tramactiom 
of the Royal Society for Feb. 1839, p. 81. 
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temperature of liquefaction, it is, I think, quite certain that cold 
solid rock is denser than hot melted rock ; and no possible degree 
of rigidity in the crust could prevent it from breaking in pieces 
and sinking wholly below the liquid lava. Something like this 
may have gone on, and probably did go on, for thousands of years 
after solidification commenced — surface -portions of tlie melted 
material losing heat, freezing, sinking immediately, or growing to 
thicknesses of a few metres, when the surface would be cool and 
the whole solid dense enough to sink. '' This process must go on 
until the sunk portions of crust build up from the bottom a suffi- 
ciently close-ribbed skeleton or frame to allow fresh incrustations 
to remain, bridging across the now small areas of lava pools or 
lakes. 

30. “ 111 the honeycombed solid and lic^uid mass thus formed 
there must be a continual tendency for the liquid, in consequence 
of its less specific gravity, to work its way up ; whether by masses 
of solid falling from the roofs of vesicles or tunnels and causing 
earthquake-shocks, or by the roof breaking quite through when 
very thin, so as to cause two such hollows to unite or the litjuid of 
any of them to flow out freely over the outer surface of the earth, 
or by gradual subsidence of the solid owing to the thermodynamic 
melting which portions of it under intense stress must experience, 
according to views recently published by my brother. Prof. James 
Thomson*. The results which must follow from this tendency 
seem sufficiently great and various to account for all that we learn 
from geological evidence of earthquakes, of upheavals and sub- 
sidences of solid, and of eruptions of melted rockf.*’ 

31. Leaving altogether now the hypothesis of a hollow shell 
filled with Ihiuid, we must still face the (luestion, How much does 
the earth, solid throughout, except small cavities or vesicles filled 
with liquid, yield to the deforming (or tide-generating) influences of 
sun and moon ? This question can only be answered by observation. 
A single infinitely accurate spirit-level or plummet, far enough away 
from the sea to be not sensibly atiected by the attraction of the 

^ “On CryHtttliization and Liquefaction aa influenced by Stresses tending to 
Change of Form in Crystals,” Froc. Roy, Soc, Vol. xi., read Dec. 5, 1801. 

t “Secular Cooling of the Earth,” Tramactiom of the Royal Society o/Rdin- 
huryh, Vol. xxiii, 180*2, and Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy^ Edition 1883, 
Part II., Appendix C ; [Art. xciv. §§31, 32 above]. 
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rising and falling water, would enable us to find the answer. 
Observe by level or plummet the changes of direction of apparent 
gravity relatively to an object rigidly connected with the earth, 
and compare these changes with what they would be were the 
earth perfectly rigid, according to the known masses and distances 
of sun and moon. The discrepance, if any is found, would show 
distortion of the earth, and would afford data for determining the 
dimensions of the elliptic spheroid into which a non-rotating 
globular mass of the same dimensions and elasticity as the earth 
would be distorted by centrifugal force if set in rotation, or by tide- 
generating influences of sun or moon. Tlie effect on the plumb-line 
of the lunar tide-generating influence is to deflect it towards or 
from the point of the horizon nearest to the moon, according as the 
moon is above or below the horizon. The effect is zero when the 
moon is on the horizon or overhead, and is greatest in either 
direction when the moon is 45" above or below the horizon. When 
this greatest value is reached, the plummet is drawn from its mean 
position through a space equal to 1/12,000,000 of the length of the 
thread. No ordinary plummet or spirit-level could give any per- 
ceptible indication whatever of this effect; and to measure its 
amount it would be necessary to bo able to observe angles as small 
as 1/120,000,000 of the radian, or about 1/600 of a second. A 
submerged water-pipe of considerable length, say 12 kilometres, 
with its two ends turned up and open, might answer. Suppose, 
for example, the tube to lie north and south, and its two ends to 
open into two small cisterns, one of them, the southern for example, 
of half a decimetre diameter (to escape disturbance from capillary 
attraction), and the other of two or three d(*cimetres diameter (so 
as to throw nearly the whole rise and fall into the smaller cistern). 
For simplicity, suppose the time of observation to be when the 
moon s declination is zero. The watci' in the smaller or southern 
cistern will rise from its lowest position to its highest position 
while the moon is rising to maximum altitude, and fall again after 
the moon crosses the meridian till she sets ; and it will rise and 
fall again through the same range from moonset to moonrise. If 
the earth were perfectly rigid, and if the locality is in latitude 45", 
the rise and fall would be half a millimetre on each side of the 
mean level, or a little short of half a millimetre if the place is 
within 10" north or south of latitude 45°. If the air were so 
absolutely quiescent during the observations as to give no varying 
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differential pressure on the two water-surfaces to the amount of 
1/100 millimetre of water, or 1/1400 of mercury, the observation 
would be satisfactorily practicable, as it would not be difficult by 
aid of a microscope to observe the rise and fall of the water in the 
smaller cistem to 1/100 of a millimetre; but no such quiescence of 
the atmosphere could be expected at any time ; and it is probable 
that the variations of the water-level due to difference of the 
barometric pressure at the two ends would, in all ordinary weather, 
quite overpower the small effect of the lunar tide-generating 
influence. If, however, the two cisterns, instead of being open to 
the atmosphere, were connected air-tightly by a water-pipe with 
no water in it, it is probable that the observation might be suc- 
cessfully made : but some other apparatus on a small scale would 
probably be preferable to any elaborate method of obtaining the 
result by aid of very long pipes laid in the ground ; and I have 
only called your attention to such an ideal method as leading up 
to the natural phenomenon of tides. 

32. Tides in an open canal or lake of 12 kilometres length 
would be of just the amount which we have estimated for the 
cisterns connected by submerged pipe ; but would be enormously 
more disturbed by wind and variations of atmospheric pressure. 
A canal or lake of 240 kilometres length in a proper direction and 
in a suitable locality would give but 10 millimetres rise and fall at 
each end, an effect which might probably be analyzed out of the 
much greater disturbance produced by wind and differences of 
barometric pressure ; but no open li(}uid level short of the ingens 
cequor, the ocean, will probably be found so well adapted as it for 
measuring the absolute value of the disturbance produced on 
terrestrial gravity by the lunar and solar tide-generating influence. 
But observations of the diurnal and somidiunial tides in the ocean 
do not (as they would on smaller and quicker levels) suffice for this 
purpose, because their amounts differ enormously from the eejui- 
librium- values on account of the smallness of their periods, in 
comparison with the periods of any of the grave enough modes of 
free vibration of the ocean as a whole. On the other hand, the 
lunar fortnightly declinational and the lunar monthly elliptic tides, 
and the solar semiannual and annual elliptic tides, have their 
periods so long that their amounts must certainly be very approxi- 
mately equal to the equilibrium-values. But there are large 
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annual and semiannual changes of sea-level, probably both differen- 
tial, on account of wind and differences of barometric pressure and 
differences of temperature of the water, and absolute, depending 
on rainfall and the melting away of snow and evaporation, which 
altogether swamp the small semiannual and annual tides due to 
the sun s attraction. Happily, however, for our object, there is no 
meteorological or other disturbing cause which produces periodic 
changes of sea-level in either the fortnightly dcclinational or the 
monthly elliptic period ; and the lunar gravitational tides in these 
periods are therefore to be carefully investigated in order that we 
may obtain the answer to the interesting question. How much docs 
the earth as an clastic spheroid yield to the tide-generating 
influence of sun or moon? Hitherto in the British Association 
Committee’s reductions of Tidal Observations we have not suc- 
ceeded in obtaining any trustworthy indications of cither of these 
tides. The St-George’s pier landing-stage pontoon, unhappily 
chosen for the Liverpool tide-gauge, cannot be trusted for such a 
delicate investigation : the available funds for calculation were 
expended before the long-period tides for Hilbre Island could be 
attacked : and three years of Kurrachee gave our only approach to 
a result. Comparisons of this with an indication of a result from 
calculations on West Hartlepool tides, conducted with the assistance 
of a grant from the Royal Society, seem to show possibly no 
sensible yielding, or perhaps more probably some degree of yielding, 
of the earth’s figure. The absence from all the results of any 
indication of a 18*6-ycarly tide (according to the same law as the 
other long-period tides) is not easily explained without assuming 
or admitting a considerable degree of yielding. 

33. On the whole we may fairly conclude that, whilst there is 
some evidence of a tidal yielding of the earth’s mass, that yielding 
is certainly small, and the effective rigidity is at least as great as 
that of steel. 

34. Closely connected with the question of the earth’s rigidity, 
and of as great scientific interest and of even greater practical 
moment, is the question. How nearly accurate is the earth as a 
timekeeper ? and another of, at all events, equal scientific interest, 
How about the permanence of the earth’s axis of rotation ? 

35. Peters and Maxwell, about 35 and 25 years ago, respectively, 
raised the question, How much does the earth’s axis of rotation 
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deviate from being a principal axis of inertia ? and pointed out that 
an answer to this question is to be obtained by looking for a varia- 
tion in latitude of any or every place on the earth’s surface in a 
period of 306 days. The model before you illustrates the travelling 
round of the instantaneous axis, relatively to the earth in an approxi- 



mately circular cone whose axis is the principal axis of inertia, and 
relatively to space in a cone round a fixed axis. In the model the 
former of these cones, fixed relatively to the earth, rolls internally 
on the latter, supposed to be fixed in space. Peters gave a minute 
investigation of observations at Pulkova in the years 1841 — 42, 
which seem to indicate at that time a deviation, amounting to 
about 3/40 of a second, of the axis of rotation from the principal 
axis. Maxwell, from Greenwich observations of the years 1851 — 54, 
found seeming indications of a very slight deviation, something less 
than half a second, but differing altogether in phase from that 
which the deviation indicated by Peters, if real and permanent, 
would have produced at Maxwells later time. On my begging 
Professor Newcomb to take up the subject, he kindly did so at 
once, and undertook to analyze a series of observations suitable for 
the purpose which had been made in the United States Naval 
Observatory, Washington. A few weeks later I received from him 
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a letter, referring me to a paper* by Dr Nyr6n, of Pulkova Obser- 
vatory, in which a similar negative conclusion as to constancy 
of magnitude or direction in the deviation sought for is arrived 
at from several series of the Pulkova observations between the 
years 1842 and 1872, and containing the following statement of his 
conclusions : — 

''The investigation of the ten-month period of latitude from 
the Washington prime vertical observations from 1862 to 1867 is 
completed, indicating a coeificicnt too small to be measured with 
certainty. The declinations with this instrument are subject to an 
annual period which made it necessary to discuss those of each 
month separately. As the scries extended through a full five years, 
each month thus fell on five nearly equidistant points of the period. 
If X and y represent the coordinates of the axis of instantaneous 
rotation on June 30, 1864, then the observations of the separate 
months give the following values of x and y : — 



X 

y 

January ... 

-O'if) 

+ 0-32 

February ... 

-0 0.3 

+ 000 

March 

+017 

+ 010 

April 

+0-44 

+ 005 

May 

+008 

+ 002 

June 

-0 01 

-001 

July 

-005 

000 

August 

-0-24 

+ 0-29 

September . 

+0-18 

+ 0-21 

October .. . 

+oi:} 

-001 

November . 

+008 

- 0-20 

December . 

-0-08 

- 0 08 

Mean 

.001 ± 00.3 

+ 0 05 ± 0 03 


*' Accepting these results as real, they would indicate a radius 
of rotation of the instantaneous axis amounting, at the earth s 
surface, to 5 feet; and a longitude of the point in which this axis 
intersects the earth s surface near the North Pole, such that on July 
11, 1864, it was ISO"" from Washington, or 103 ’ cast of Greenwich. 

* “Bestimmung der Nutation der Erdachse,*’ of date 16 November, 1871; 
published in the Memoires V Academic Iviperialc dea Sciences de St Petersbourg^ 
Yii* scrie, Tome xis., 1873. 
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The excess of the coefficient over its probable error is so slight that 
this result cannot be accepted as any thing more than a consequence 
of the unavoidable errors of observation/' 

3(5. From the discordant character of these results we must 
not, however, infer that the deviations indicated by Peters, 
Maxwell, and Newcomb are unreal. On the contrary, any which 
are outside the limits of probable error of the observations ought 
properly to be regarded as real. There is, in fact, a vera causa in 
the temporary changes of sea-level due to meteorological causes, 
chiefly winds, and to meltings of ice in the polar regions and return 
evaporations, which seems amply sufficient to account for irregular 
deviations, of from 1/2 to 1/20 of a second, of the earth's instan- 
taneous axis from the axis of maximum moment of inertia, or, as I 
ought rather to say, of the axis of maximum moment of inertia 
from the instantaneous axis. 

37. As for geological upheavals and subsidences, if on a very 
large scale of area, they must produce, on the period and axis of 
the earth's rotation, effects comparable with those produced by 
changes of sea-level equal to them in vertical amount. For sim- 
plicity, calculating as if the earth were of equal density throughout, 
I find that an upheaval of all the earth's surface in north latitude 
and east longitude and south latitude and west longitude witli 
ecjual depression in the other two quarters, amounting at greatest 
to ten centimetres, and graduating regularly from the points of 
maximum elevation to the points of maximum depression in the 
middles of the four quarters, would shift the earth's axis of 
maximum moment of inertia through 1" on the north side towards 
the meridian of 90"" W. longitude, and on the south side towards 
the meridian of 90” E. longitude. If such a change were to take 
place suddenly, the earth's instantaneous axis would experience a 
sudden shifting of but 1/300 of a second (which we may neglect), 
and then, relatively to the earth, would commence travelling, in a 
period of 306 days, round the fresh axis of maximum moment of 
inertia. The sea would be set into vibration, one ocean up and 
another down through a few centimetres, like water in a bath set 
a-swing. The period of these vibrations would be from 12 to 24 
hours, or at most a day or two ; their subsidence would probably 
be so rapid that after at most a few months they would become 
insensible. Then a regular 306-days period tide of 11 centimetres 
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from lowest to highest would be to be observed, with gradually 
diminishing amount from century to century, as, through the 
dissipation of energy produced by this tide, the instantaneous axis 
of the earth is gradually brought into coincidence with the fresh 
axis of maximum moment of inertia. If we multiply these figures 
by 3C00, we find what would be the result of a similar sudden 
upheaval and subsidence of the earth to the extent of SCO metres 
above and below previous levels. It is not impossible, although 
we may regard it as exceedingly improbable, that in the very early 
ages of geological history such an action as this, and the consequent 
400-metrcs tide producing a succession of deluges every 306 days 
for many years, may have taken place ; but it seems more probable 
that even in the most ancient times of geological history the great 
world-wide changes, such as the upheavals of the continents and 
subsidences of the ocean-beds from the general level of their 
supposed molten origin, took place gradually through the thermo- 
dynamic melting of solids and the squeezing out of liquid lava from 
the interior, to which I have already referred. A slow distortion 
of the earth as a whole would never produce any great angular 
separation between the instantaneous axis and the axis of maximum 
moment of inertia for the time being. Considering, then, the great 
facts of the Himalayas and the Andes, and Africa and the depths 
of the Atlantic, and America and the depths of the Pacific, and 
Australia, and considering further the ellipticity of the eciuatorial 
section of the sea-level, estimated by Capt. Clarke at about 1/10 of 
the mean ellipticity of meridional sections of the sea-level, we need 
no brush from the comet’s tail (a wholly chimerical cause which 
can never have been put forward seriously except in ignorance of 
elementary dynamical principles) to account for a change in the 
earth’s axis; we need no violent convulsion producing a sudden 
distortion on a great scale, with change of the axis of maximum 
moment of inertia followed by gigantic deluges ; and we may not 
merely admit, but assert as highly probable, that the axis of maxi- 
mum moment of inertia and the instantaneous axis of rotation, 
always very near one another, may have been in ancient times very 
far from their present geographical position, and may have gradually 
shifted through 10, 20, 30, 40, or more degrees without at any time 
any perceptible sudden disturbance of either land or water. 

38. Lastly, as to variations in the earth's rotational period. 
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Wo all know liow, in 1853, Adams discovered a correction 
to be needed in the theoretical calculation with which Laplace 
followed up his brilliant discovery of the dynamical explanation of 
an apparent acceleration of the moons mean motion shown by 
records of ancient eclipses; and how he found that when his 
correction was applied the dynamical theory of the moon’s motion 
account(‘d for only about half of tlu^ observed apparent acceleration ; 
and how Delaunay in 1800 verified Adams’s res\ilt and suggested 
that the (\xplanatiori may be a retfirdation of the t'arth’s rotation 
by tidal friction. Tin) conclusion is that, since the 19th of March, 
721 It.f?., a day on which an eclipse of the moon was s(‘en in Babylon, 
commencing ‘*when one hour after her rising was fully passcMl,” the 
(‘arth has l()st ratluT mon* than 1/3,000,000 of her rotational 
velocity, or, as a tim(‘ke(‘por, is going slower by 11! seconds per 
annum now tlian then. Acconling to this rate of retardation, if 
uniform, the c*arth at the end of a century would, as a timekeeper, 
be foiunl 22 seconds Inddud a p<‘rfect (‘lo(!k, rated and set to agn^o 
with h<T at th<‘ Ix^ginning of the century New<*oinb’s subsecjuent 
investigations in tin? lunar tln'ory have on the whole b'uded to 
confirm this re.sult; but they have also brotight to light some 
remarkable apparent irregularities in the moon’s motion, which, if 
real, refused to b<' accounted for by the gravitational theory, without 
the influence of some unsiMui body or bodies passing near enough 
to the moon to influence her mean motion. This hypothesis 
Newcomb considers not so probable as that the ap})arent irregu- 
larities of tlu^ moon are not real, and are to bo accounted for by 
irregularities in the earth’s rotational velocity. If this is the true 
explanation, it seems that the earth was going slow from 1850 to 
1862, so much as to have got behind by seven seconds in these 
twelve years, and then to have begun going faster again so as to 
gain eight seconds from 1862 and 1872. So great an irregularity 
as this would require somewhat greater changes of sea- level, but 
not many times greater than the British Association Committee’s 
reductions of tiilal observations for several places in dift’erent parts 
of the world, allow us to admit to have possibly taken place. The 
assumption of a fluid interior, which Newcomb suggests, and the 
flow of a large mass of the fluid “from equatorial regions to a 
position nearer the axis," is not, from what I have .said to you, 
admissible as a probable explanation of the remarkable accelera- 
tion of rotational velocity which seems to have taken place about 
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1862; but happily it is not necossarv. A settlement of 14 conti- 
mctros in the equatorial regions, with corresponding rise of 28 
centimetres at the poles (wliich is so slight as to be nbsolutt‘ly 
undiscovorable in astronomical observatories, and which would 
involve no change of sea-level absolutely disproveil by reductions 
of tidal observations hitherto made), would suffice. Such settle- 
ments must occur from time to time : and a setthmient of the 
amount sujierested mijxht result from the diminution of centrifugal 
force due to 150 or 200 centurii'S ti<lal retardation of tlu‘ (‘arth’s 
rotational speed. 


Note on the Fortmghthj Tide, 

89. In water 10,000 feet d('i‘p (which is considerably less 
than th(' general depth <»f the Atlantic, as deimmst rated hy tlie 
many soundings taken within tlu^ l;ist few years, esjsH'ially tliosi^ 
along th(‘ whole line of the Atlantic teh'graph cable, from Valcuicia 
to Newfoundland) th(' V(‘loeity of long frt‘e waves is 567 fe(‘t per 
second* At this rat<* the time of advancing through 57 (or a 
distance eijual to the (*arth’s radius) would he only ten hours. 
Hence it may be j)resum<*d that, at huist at jdl islands of th(‘ 
Atlantic, the fortnightly tide should Aillow sensibly the* e<iui- 
librium law. 

‘"In the Phihtsophical Transactions, 1839, p. 157, Mr Whewell 
shows that tlui observations of high and low wat(*r at Plymouth 
give a mean height of wat('r incrcjising as the moon's <leclination 
increas<\s, and amounting to three inches whiai the moon's declina- 
tion is 25 . This is the same direction as that corresponding 
in the expression above; to a high latitmh'. Tin; effect of the 
sun's declination is not investigated from the; r)bservations. In 
the Philosophical Transactions, 1840, p. 168, Mr Whewell has 
given the observations of some most extraordinary tides at Petro- 
paulofsk in Kamschatka, and at Novo-Arkangelsk in the island 
of Sitkhi on the west coast of Nortli America. From the curves 
in the Philosophical Transactions, as well as from the remaining 
curves relating to the same places (which, by Mr Whewcll's 
kindness, we have inspected), tliore appears to be no doubt that 
the mean level of the water at Pctropaulofsk and Novo-Arkangelsk 


* Airy’p Title* and IVarrH, g 170. 
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HHOs as the moon's declination increases. We have no further in- 
formation on this point.” — Airy’s ‘‘ Tides and Waves,'* § 533, 


Appendix A, added January 2, 1804. 


40. Let the difference of longest and shortest radii, which 
would he produced by lunar and solar influence in the two cases — 
of the earth sup]>os(;d a homogeneous incompressible fluid tending 
to th(‘ spherical shape by gravitation alone, and supposed a homo- 
geneous incompressible elastic solid without mutual gravitation 
but t(in(ling in virtue of its elasticity to the spherical figure — be 
denotc<l by // and A” njspectively ; and let h be the difference 
of greatest and least radii when both gravity and (dasticity act 
jointly to maintain the spherical figure^. We shall have obviously 

1 

h ~ k h' • 


For the distorting force, being balanced by (dasticity and by 
gravity jointly, may be divided into two parts, one A/A" of the 
wliole, balanced by elasticity alone, and tlu* other A/A', balanced 

by gravity alone; and therefore + 

But, by § 53 of the mathematical investigation rc'garding 
elastic spheroids, givem in the next Paper [Art. xcvi. below], we 

have = where in denotes the ma.ss of the di.sturbing 


body, and c its distance from the earth’s centre. With the same 

notation we have, by the aid of § 51 of the same paper, II = L —3 , 

leg 

where // has the meaning defined above in § 8 of the present 

5 3 m 

paper ; and therefore, § 10, /t' = ~ . ^ ^ . From this and the value 

above for K\ we have » *Hid, as we have iust seen that 

A Igwr 

A = — , we have the result used in § 4 above. 

1 + ^. 



Appendix B. — On the Observations and (\(lcnlations required to 
find the Tidal Retardation of the Eartlis Rotation*, 

[P/iilimi/jhind }fagn:ino. .Tune (Supplement) 180(1.] 

The first publication of any clofinito ostiinati* of the possible 
amount of the diminution of rotatory vt‘lot*ity experieneod by th(' 
earth throu^dl tidal friction is due, I b(‘lievi\ to Mr William Ferrel, 
and is to be found in the Number for Deeembiu* 8, ISoS, jd* the 
Astronomical Journal of (yambridge, United States. It is founded 
on calculating the moment round the earth’s ci'ntre of the attrac- 
tion of the moon, on a regular spluToidal shtdl of watiu* symmetri(*al 
about its longest axis, this being (through the influence of fluid 
friction) kept in a position inclined ba(‘kwards at an acut(‘ angh^ 
to the line from the (‘arth’s c(‘ntro to the moon. Une of the 
simplest ways of .sotung th(‘ n^sult is this; — First, by th(^ known 
conclusions as to the attractions of ellijisoids, or still mor(‘ easily 
by the consid(‘ration of tin? jiropcr ‘‘splierical liarinouic; ’’•f (or 
Laplace’s coc*fticicnt) of the s<*cond d(*gree, we s(‘(j tliat an (spii- 
pot<*ntiaI surfac(‘ lying close to the bounding surface of a nearly 
splicrical homogeneous solid ellip.soid, is aj)])roximat(dy an (dlipsoid 
with axes differing from one another by thnui-fifths of the amounts 
of tin', differences of the corresjiouding axes of tlu* ellipsoidal 
boundary. From this it follows^ that a hornogiuieous prolate splie- 
roid of revolution attracts points out.side it ajiproximately as if its 
mass were (‘ollected in a uniform bar having its ends in tin* foci of 
the ecpiipotcntial sjdieroid. If, for example, a glob(» of water of 
21,000,000 feet radius (this being nearly enough the earth’s radius) 
be alt<*r(‘d into a prolate s[)heroi<l with huigest radii exceeding the 
shortest radii by two feet, the (‘(|uipotential spheroid will have 
longest and short(‘st radii differing by 0/5 of a foot Th(3 foci of this 
latter will be at 7100 fc(it on each side of the centre; and there- 

* From tlie Rc<lc Lecture, Cambridge, May 23, ISCO, “On the Dissipation of 
Energy.” 

t Thomson and Tait’s Satural Phihmophtj, § /53(J (4). 

: Ibid. § 501 and § 180 (0- 
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tore the n*Hultaut <»f ^Tavitatioii between the hiqipe.^ed spheroid of 
water and (jxtenial bodies will be the same as if its whole mass 
were colleeU^d in a iiiiifonn bar of 14,200 feet length. But by a 
well-known proposition*, a uniform line FF’ (a diagram is unneces- 
sary) attra(its a point M in the line MK bisecting the angle FMF'. 
fi(‘t (JQ be a perpiuidicular from (*, the middle point of F'F,io this 
bisecting line MK. If (JM be GO x 21 x 10® (tin; moon s distance), 
and if the angh; F(1M be 45 , we find, by elementary geometry, 
(JQ- ()2 of a foot (about j inch). The mass of a globe of water 
e(|ual in bulk to tin; eaith is li x 10“’ tonsf. And, the moons 
mass being about 1/75 of the earth’s, the attraction of the moon on 
a t(»n at the (;arth’s distance is (1/75) x ( 1/GO®), or 1/270,000 of a ton 
force, if, for bnwity, we call a ton for<;e tin; ordinary t(‘rrestrial 
weight of a ton — that is to say, the amount of the earth s attraction 
on a ton at its surface. Hence the \vhol(‘ forct* of the moon on the 
(‘arth is M X 10’^\' 270,000, or 4*1 x 10*'* tons toree. If, then, the 
tidal disturbanc(; wen; (‘xactly what W(' have supposed, or if it were 
(however irregular) s\»eh as to have the same resultant effect, the 
rt'tarding infbieiKs; of the moon’s attraction would b(; that (»f 
41 X 10‘’* tons foice acting in th(‘ plane of tln^ cMpiator and in a 
line passing the ciuitre at 1/50 of a foot distance. Or it would be 
the sanu; as a sim[)le frictional resistance (as of ii friction-brake) 
consisting of 4*1 x 10*'' tons ibree a(;ting tangentially against the 
motion of a pivot or axh^ of about 1/2 inch diametia*. To estimate 
the retardation produce<l by this, we shall suppos(‘ the scpiare of 
the earth’s radius of gyration, instead of being 2/5, as it would be 
if the mass were homogeneous, to be 1/d, of the square of the 
ratlins of figure, as it is made to b(', by Laplace’s probable law 
of th(» increasing density inwards, and by the amount of precession 
calculated on the supposition that the earth is (luite rigid. Hence 
(if we take /7 = d2’2 h'Ot pm* .second gtuierated per second, and the 
earth’s mass as (}*1 x UT' ton.s) the h>ss of angular velocity per 
second, on the other snpp«)sitions we have made, will be 


d2*2x 41 X lO’-’x 02 

(hi xTo-’^ xy(21 X ioy 


or 2 04 X 


• Thomson and Tait's Siituml Phihsoph*/^ 4S1 (/>) and ^a), 
t In stating liugo masses, if EiiKdish inoasnroa arc ii.sed at all, the ton is con- 
venient, because it is 1000 kiloj^rainmes nearly enough for many practical purposes 
and rough estimates. It is lOltrOI? kilogrammes; so that a ton diminished by 
about l i» per cent. wt)uUl be ji^t 10(X) kilogrammes. 
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The loss of angular velocity in a century would be 31.^ x 10* 
times this, or *93 x 10““, which is as much jis 1*28/10^ of 27r/8G400, 
the present angular velocity. Thus in a century the earth would 
be rotating so much slower that, regarded as a time-keeper, it would 
lose about one second and a fpiarter in ten million, or four seconds 
in a year. And the accumulation of eflect of uniform retardation 
at that rate would throw the earth as a time-keeper behind a 
perfect chronometer (set to agree with it in rate and absolute 
imlication at any tinu') by 200 seconds at the end of a century, 
cSOO seconds at tin* end of two centuries, and so on. In the present 
V(*ry inipcTfoet state of clock -making (which scarcely produces an 
astronomical clock two or three times mor(‘ accurate than a marine 
chronomet(‘r or good ))ockot-watch), the oidy chronometer by wliich 
wo can clieck the earth is on<' which go(‘s much worse — the moon. 
The marvellous skill and vast labour d(Wot(‘d to tlio lunar theory 
by the great pliysical astronomers Adams and Delaunay, si‘em to 
have s(*ttlcd that tlie earth has really lost in a century about 
eleven seconds of time on the moon corrected for previously 
thought of pc^rturbations. M, Delaunay has suggested that the 
true cause may bo tidal friction, which he has proved to be 
probably sufticient by some such estimatcj as the preceding*. 
This, by the forward tangential force on th(^ moon in her orbit 
which it implies, caus<*s a gradual diminution of th(i mean angular 
velocity of licr radius vector round the (‘arth : whitdi, wlien taken 
into account by Prof. Adamsf, on the hypothesis of tidal influeime 
of moon and sun bedng tlie sole cause of the unoxplaim'd part of 
the apparent acceleration of the moon’s motion, rai.ses from the 
seeming eleven seconds, to twenty-two seconds, the time whicli 
must be {K*tually lost by the earth in a century, on an absolute* 
time-keeper set to ke(‘p time according to sidereal seconds as 
shown by tlie eartli at the b(‘ginning of the cemtury. 

But the many disturbing inHucnces to which the earth is ex- 
posed render it a very untrustworthy time-keeper. For instance?, 

* It Hccms )io|x?lr8s, witliout waiting for Home centuneH, to arrive at any 
approach to an exact (letennination of the amount of the actual retardation of the 
earth's rotation by tidal friction, except by extenHivc and accurate observation of 
the amounts and times of the tides on the sborcR of continents and islands in all 
seas, and ranch aHsistance from friw* dynamical theory to estimate these elements all 
over the sea. But supposing them known for every part of the sea, the retardation 
of the earth^) rotation is easily calculated by quadratures. 

t Sec Thomson and Tail’s Natural Philmophy, H.SO. 

22—2 
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let UH suppose ice to melt from the polar regions (20'" round each 
pole, we may say) to the extent of something more than a foot 
thick, enough to give 1*1 foot of winter over those areas, or *066 
of a foot of water if spread over the whole globe, which would in 
reality raise the sea-level by only some such almost undiscoverable 
difference as 3/4 of an inch, or an inch. This, or the reverse, 
wliich we may believe might happen any year, and could cer- 
tainly not be detected without far more accurate observations 
and calculations for the mean sea-level than any hitherto made, 
would slack(!n or (piicken the earth’s rate as a time-keeper by one- 
tenth of a second per year*. 

Again, an excellent sugg(‘stion, supported by calculations which 
.show it to be not improbable, has Ixien made to the French 
Academy by M. Dufour, that the retardation of the earth’s rota- 
tion indicated by M. Delaunay, or some considerable part of it, may 
1)0 duo to an increase' of its moment of inertia by the incorporation 
of meteors falling on its surface. Tf we suppose the previous 
average moment of momentum of the meteors round the earth s 
axis to 1)0 y.ero, their influence will be calculated just as I have 
calculat'd that of the su{)po.sed melting of ice. Thus meteors 
falling on the earth in fine powder (as is in all probability the lot 
of the greater number that enter the earth’s atmo.sphere and do 
not escape into <'Xternal space again) enough to form a layer 
about 1/20 of a foot thick in 100 years, if of twice the density of 
water, would produce the seeming retardation of 11* on the time 
shown by the earth’s rotation. But this woiihl also accelerate the 
moon’s mean motion by half the same proportional amount ; and 
therc'fore a layer of meteor-dust af:cumulating at the rate of 1/30 of 

• Tho calculation is simply this. Let K ho the earth’s whole mavS*^, a its radius, 
k its radius of gyration before, and k' after, tho suppost'd melting of the ice, and IF 
tho mass of ice molted. Then, since 'iia^ is tho sqiiaio of tho radius of g} ration of 
tho thin shell of water supposed spread uniformly over the whole surface, and that 
of either ice-cap is veiy approximately J a- (sin *20 we have 

/a**+ nvt-i - J (sin 20' )•]. 

And, by the principle of tho conservation of moments of momentum, the rotatory 
veltMjiiy of the earth will vary inversely as the square of its radius of gyration. To 
put this into numlx'rs, we take, oa above, and « -21x 10^ And as the 

moan density of the earth is about 5} times lhat of water, and the bulk of a globe 
is tho area of its surface into 1/3 of its radius, 
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a foot per century, or 1 foot in 3000 years, would suffice to explain 
Messrs. Adams and Delaunay's result. I see no other way of 
directly testing the probable truth of M. Dufour s very interesting 
hypothesis than to chemically analyze quantities of natural dust 
taken from any suitable localities (such dust, for instance, as has 
accumulated in two or three thousand years to depths of many 
feet over Egyptian, Greek, and Roman monuments). Should a 
considerable amount of iron with a large proportion of nickel be 
found or not found, strong evidence for or against the meteoric 
origin of a sensible part of the dust would be afforded. 

Another source of error in the earth as a time-keeper, which 
has often been discussed, is its shrinking by cooling. But I find 
by the estimates I have given elsewhere* of the present state of 
deep underground temperatures, and by taking 1/100000 as the 
vertical contraction per degree Centigrade of cooling in the earth's 
crust, that the gain of time by the earth, regarded as a clock, 
would not in a ceritury amount to more than 1/30 of a second, 
or 1/6000 of the amount estimated above as conceivably due to 
tiJal friction. 


Appendix C . — On the Thermodynamic Acceleration of the 
EartJis Rotation. 

[^ProG. Royal Society of Edinburgh, Vol. xi. ; read Jan. 16, 1882.] 

It has long been known, having been first, I believe, pointed 
out by Kant, and more recently brought very near to a practical 
conclusion by Delaunay, that the earth's rotational velocity is 
diminished by tidal agency, in virtue of the imperfect fluidity of 
the ocean. An integral effect of all the consumption of energy 
by fluid friction (or more properly speaking by continued defor- 

* “Secular Cooling of the Earth,” Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Edinhuryh^ 1862; and Philosophical Magazine, January 1863 [Art. xciv. above]. 
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matioii of fluid matter) in the tidal motions, is to cause the time 
of high water on an average for the whole earth to be not exactly 

M S 


1 

I 



Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 

either transit, or 6 o’clock, as it would be were the ocean a perfect 
fluid, but to be some time after transit, and before 6 o’clock*. 

* For brevity, I use the word “transit” to denote a time of transit of the tide- 
generating body (whether sun or moon), or a time of transit of the point of the 
heavens opposite to the tide-generating body, across the meridian of the place; 
and “6 o’clock,” to denote the middle instant of the interval of time between 
consecutive transits. If, to fix the ideas, we first think of the lunar tide alone 
as if there were no solar tide, 6 o’clock will mean 6 lunar hours before or 
after a lunar transit. 
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Thus we may imagine the average lunar tide for the whole earth 
to consist of a displacement of the water, presenting protuber- 
ances, not exactly towards moon and anti-moon, but in a line 
inclined at an angle to the line joining moon and anti-moon, in 
the direction indicated by the drawing (fig. 1), in which if, A 
represent the directions of moon and anti-rnoon, and H, H' the 
crowns of the ideal spheroid, representing the average water-level 
for the whole earth. The angle IIOM is made 87° 30', which 
would be actually the case if 50‘" lunar time were the 
average time of high water for the whole earth. It is obvious 
that the resultant force of the moon, on the whole mass of the 
solid and liquid constituting the earth, is not a single force, 
exerted in the line ifO, but that, after the manner of Poinsot, it 
may be represented by a single force in this line, and a couple in 
a direction opposite to that of the arrows indicating in the 
diagram the direction of the earth’s rotation. Thus the lunar 
attraction produces, as it were, the action of a friction brake 
resisting the earth’s rotation. The same is no doubt also the 
case in respect to the sun and the water of the ocean. 

If IIH' were inclined to the line of the attracting body, on 
the other side from that shown in the first diagram, the effect of 
the attraction would be to accelerate the earth’s rotation. Now 
this, which is represented in the second diagram (fig. 2), is found 
by observation to be actually the case in respect to the sun and 
(not the waters of the ocean, but) the earth’s atmosphere. The 
accompanying table and formula show the result of the Fourier 
Harmonic Analysis applied for the diurnal period by Mr G. H. 
Simmonds to barometric observations collected from all parts of 
the world. In the formula, E denotes the excess of the baro- 
metric pressure above its mean value for the day, at the time 0 
reckoned in degrees from midnight, at the rate of 15° per mean 
solar hour; R^c^ denote the ranges and angles, cor- 

responding to the times of maximum height, for the first three 
terms of the Fourier expression which the formula exhibits. The 
table shows the values of R^c^, R^c,^, R,^c^, calculated for the 
different places, from observations at the times stated in column 5. 

It is a very remarkable result of this analysis that the ampli- 
tude R^ of the semidiurnal term is for most places, especially 
those within 40° of the equator, considerably greater than the jR, 
of the diurnal term. The cause of the semidiurnal variation of 
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barometric pressure cannot be the gravitational tide-generating 
influence of the sun, because, if it were, there would be a much 
larger lunar influence of the same kind, while in reality the lunar 
barometric tide is insensible or nearly so. It seems therefore 
certain that the semidiurnal variation of the barometer is due 
to temperature. Now the diurnal term, in the Harmonic Analysis 
of the variation of temperature^ is undoubtedly much larger in all, 
or nearly all, places than the semidiwmal. It is then very re- 
markable that the semidiurnal term of the barometric effect of the 
variation of temperature should be greater, and so much greater as 
it is, than the diurnal. The explanation probably is to be found 
by considering the oscillations of the atmosphere, as a whole, in the 
light of the very formulas which Laplace gave in his Micanique 
Celeste for the ocean, and which he showed to be also applicable 
to the atmosphere. When thermal influence is substituted for 
gravitational, in the tide-generating force reckoned for, and when 
the modes of oscillation corresponding respectively to the diurnal 
and semidiurnal terms of the thermal influence are investi- 
gated, it will probably be found that the period of free oscillation 
of the former agrees much less nearly with 24 hours than does 
that of the latter with 12 hours; and that therefore, with com- 
paratively small magnitudes of the tide-generating force, the 
resulting tide is greater in the semidiurnal term than in the 
diurnal. Now, if we look to the values of in the table, we see 
that, with one exception (Sitka, a place far north, where is 
very small), they are all positive acute angles: and we find 61”’3 
as the mean of all the 30. If we assign weights to the different 
values of c^, according to the corresponding values of i?^, we 
should find a somewhat larger number for the true mean value 
of Cg. It is enough for our present purpose to say that the mean 
is 60° or a little more. Looking now to the formula, we see that 
the meaning of this is that the times of maximum of the semi- 
diurnal variation are a little before 10 o’clock in the morning 
and a little before 10 o’clock at night (exactly at 10 o’clock if c 
were exactly 60°). Without more of observation, or of observation 
and theory, than has yet been brought to bear on the subject, we 
cannot tell the law of variation of R^ with the latitude. The 
observations in the table seem to show, what Laplace’s Tidal 
Theory prepares us to expect, that it diminishes more in the 
Polar regions than it would if it followed the elliptic spheroidal 



E = R^ , cos 4- cj 4- . cos {26 4- c^) 4- R^ cos (3^ + Cg). 

Extracted from the Quarterly Journal of the Meteorological Society for January 1880. “The Diurnal Range of Atmospheric Pressure,” 

by Robert Strachan, F.M.S. 

Harmonic Constituents of the Diurnal Variation of Atmospheric Pressure, calculated by G. H. Simmonds, F.M.S. 


XCV. APP. C.] ON THE THERMODYNAMIC ACCELERATION, &C. 345 


Cp tH cp CO vp Cp O Oi .H r- M t>CO Cp O 

0 cb cb 6 yD OD 00 o Cl CQ th w t>(N «b th do <b CO cb 

C0Oil>00»O'^t>>Ot>00C5’<rHCDI>»OQ0t>(MI> CO 
C0C1C1(M(MC1C1 <MtHCICQC 1CJ(NCIC1(NC0C1 Cl 


t> Cp <^(»«pOO(X)Cp 

Cl i> cbTHodo»bTHt> 

iH Tt< OOOO-^OQOQO 

CJ iH ClClClCOiHClCl 


ojiCCOD-'^dnOdCO'^QOOrHOOClCOTHCl’tCO CO 
SHrHOr-lr-IHClClClrHClClr-IrHrHrHTHOrH tH 

-50000000000000000000 o 
COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO o 


CO 


O O OOOOOOO 
O O OOOOOOO 


OC10-rtIOt-'»HOOCOGO»OU5a>iO»OrHTHa5rH rH 


CO ClCOiO'^ClOiH 


i o 

.XiU 


3-12 

51 


tol>THCIClTHOCDl>rHOit>ClClCOOCD>0-^CD 00 
2JQOClCOCOOiiHt>rHOL'-ClTt<OrHOG0050C5 Oi 
-SCO'^'IICOCOCIrHClCltHTHrH.HrHOOOrHO O 
COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO o 


LOOOCOt-kOC- 
CO O O OS wo o o 
O CO Cl Cl tH rH tH 

OOOOOOO 


cp CO O Oi 05 CO 00 CO CO 'HI O CO »0 '<0 X O rH 

o66doci6>bcb6‘bcbci(X)4ciGrHdocbci cb 


*O-HlrHXOOC0»0 00C0OCOCOQ0OO05THC0 CO 
STH)OCOC5l>0>0 05COOO'HI'HlCOCO»OOrHrH'HI Cl 
uClrHClrH<MrHOClrHrHrHClClOOrHOOO H 

COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO o 


05 t>CO^TH<X(X)ip 

lb Cl cb t> 4 cb i> i> 

CO 1C05QOCOIOWOH 
rH rHCldClClClCO 


05 CO iH ic t> CO 
rH CO O L'- CO 'HI d 
O d rH O O O ^ 
OOOOOOO 


pH 

.<*1 


* o 

p 

o3 


c 6 


^ rO 

H P 


So 


^ 0 o Cl 

tl -H* 10 CO 

0 t> 00 oo 

■* CO r 

a I”! -H 4J H 

CD 

M P "HI tH 
D P 00 GO 

H H5 rH H 


p 

. ^ O . . D 

^ lo 

05 " o 2 jo" 05" O 

CD 00 ‘P 

00 rH 4 CO 00 O 


•2 •'S.s ! 

< 5 < 


• O Q cc . 

^ CO +■* HO 15 


10 p P ‘O CO p 
GO P C3 00 00 P 

iH Hj (“5 f-H rH t"H> 


Cl 00 
f>.CO rH 
H 00 O 


-/J 05 1> O ^ C 
CO CO I'' 2 r 

00 00 00 00 


O O O O O H 


rH P >,05 0 
Tfl P H rH 10 
00 P M GO GO 
rH »^H H iH 


d Cl rH W5 d 
rH rH ^ rH 

00 00 00 00 GO 


00 ^ CO 

rH rH 

00 


2 o W5 
S 00 Tfi . 
2 rH 00 O 


10 

d 00 P 

rH rH -HI « 
CO CO 


p 

tD 

p 


CD 


0 ) r 

5§ 

• P 


d d rH CD 

CC l> . -HI 
00 00 ^ 00 
rH rH ^ ' 

-22 8 ^ 

. ® 

rH CO +? r , 
rH CD Ph-tH 
00 CO P 00 
iH rH GQ 


'00 O tC 

qj ^ rH 

rPCO O 


! 2;<1 H 


^ 

i, 10 05 rH CO t> 05 

S »0 ic t> l> VC lb CD CD 05 »b t> I> 05 t> t> t> 00 l> CD 05 l> 
^ rHrH CldrHiHrH 


05d 

O dl>CICDdibt> 


*j<-I)OC1 00 00 C0l0rH00ddrHC0OdrHO05dO 
ai^05dC0rH»0C0OOrHrHO-HI‘0rH>0 05»0THC0 
05COrHrHrHCOiOCOCDt>COTHrHdCl 
I CD rH rH d 


CO 10 
rH rH 
00 


10 hH CO tH O VO 
rH d 10 CD 05 O 
t-t-'nrH 


05O''^<00rHd00 05 C0rHrHO COGO>Od lOO 

^rH HrHClrH d rHdlO *d‘Odd rHCO 

C0l>Od00t>05CDCr.>0O5rH .CDOSrHrH .H05 

O0l>00t>00t> rHt>t>l>rH iHrHrH ^ 




O rH00C000drH00 05 00 05C0rHrH XOOOrHrHrH 
rHrHdCOCOCOCOCO'^''i<rHrH»OiO>OlO»OlO 


!z; 525 GQ 00 QQ CC QQ OQ 



rrtaO S .. 

p,^ 'gq' . r 

So ® 

|'2 fl'r''al§S§' 2-3 

|.§ 2 g ,§ 1 ^ 21^1 


P 

rO 

P 


cS 

Q 


P 

rD 


Cl M 

PhS 
DQ PQ 


P 05 
O P 

■s ® 

P <0 

§w 

ra 4s 

<tn 


.:aw . 

UrcJ 

(D 0 

"TS 2 - 

o ^ S 

So's S 
08 o t: 

oj ^ 

CQOW 



346 


ON THE RIGIDITV OF THE EARTH, &C. [xCV. ARP. C. 


law of proportionality to the stpiare of the cosine of the latitude. 
We may, however, take by inspection from the table 

jRg = cos’* lat X 032 inch 

as a rough estimate of a barometric variation distributed over the 
whole earth in the form of an elliptic spheroid, which would give 
the same resisting couple in the calculation of the solar gravita- 
tional influence on the disturbed atmosphere ; or (getting quit of 
the intolerable British inch), 

jRg = cos’* lat X *08 cm. 

Now the height of the barometer corresponds always to the 
mass of the air over a given horizontal area of the locality, inde- 
pendently of the temperature of the air; and, in averages for the 
different places, no doubt independently of the wind also* Thus 
for every centimetre of higher or lower mercury in the barometer, 
there is more or less mass of air over the locality to the extent of 
13*596, or say 14grms. over every square centimetre of horizontal 
surface. Thus the second diagram with its angle of 30'" (corre- 
sponding to C 2 = 60'^) represents the state of things, as regards 
the quantity of air over different parts in the circle of any parallel 
of latitude, or at all events of any circle farther from the pole 
than 60° north or south latitude. It represents the state of things 
for every parallel of latitude in the imagined elliptic spheroid, 
constituting the terms we have to deal with in the spherical 
harmonic expression of the actual effect : and definitively, if we 
suppose half the excess of the greatest above the least radius of 
the elliptic spheroid in the diagram to be equal to the square 
of the sine of the latitude multiplied into *08 cm., the diagram 
shows the distribution of a mass of matter of the same density 

* In strong winds the barometer may stand sensibly above or below the 
proper value for the weight of the atmosphere over the place, according as the 
room containing the barometer is more exposed by openings on the windward 
or on the leeward side of the house in which it is placed. The error duo to 
this cause may be sensible in the diurnal averages for one particular barometer, 
because of the daily periodic variations in the direction of the wind; but it is 
not probably large for any welhplaccd barometer, and, such as it is, it must be 
fairly well eliminated in the averages for different barometers in variously 
arranged buildings and in different parts of the world. In passing, it may be 
remarked, that it is probably not a matter of no importance that the barometer- 
room of a well-appointed meteorological observatory should be as nearly as may 
be symmetrically arranged in respect to openings to the external air in different 
directions, and in respect to shelter against wind from other parts of the building. 
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as mercury, over the whole surface of the earth, which would 
experience the same resultant couple from the sun as does the 
earth's atmosphere in reality. To evaluate this couple we may 
use the known formula (Thomson and Tail’s Natural Philosophy , 
2nd ed. Vol. i. Part ii., § 539) relative to the mutual attraction 
between a mass if, not concentrated in a point, and a portion 
of matter m, concentrated in a very distant point — 


L.U, ( 1 ), 

+ 2 /"" + zy 

where x, y, z denote coordinates of m relatively to rectangular 
lines OX, OY, OZ coincident with the principal axes of inertia of 
if through its centre of inertia ; B and C the moments of inertia 
of M round OY and OZ ; and L the component round OX, of 
the couple obtained by transposing, after the manner of Poinsot, 
the resultant attraction of m, from its actual line through x, y, z, 
to a parallel line through o, the centre of inertia of if. Suppose 
now if to be a homogeneous ellipsoid of revolution, having for 
femi-axes a, 6, c, we have 

= |if(c + 6)(c~6). 

Hence for a prolate spheroid of the dimensions stated above, we 
have 

iJ_(7 = iifrO-32cm (2), 

where r denotes the earth’s radius in centimetres. To fit the 
formula (1) to the case represented by the diagram in fig. 2, we 
have 

yz = i)^ sin 30'’ cos 30° (3), 

where D denotes the sun’s distance from the earth. With this 
and (2), (1) becomes 

^ 3 mifr 0*32^”^ sin 30° cos 30° ... 

^=5 i? 


where if denotes the mass of a (piantity of mercury equal in 
bulk to the earth, so that if E denotes the earth’s mass if = ^'hE, 
Now mEjD^ is the attraction of the earth on the sun: hence if 
we call this force F, 

X = ~ 2-5 ^ 0-32““ . sin SO” cos 30“ 

5 1) 


r 


D 


X’.0'2P'“. 
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Now if S denote the number of grammes in the sun’s mass, 
we have 

F = 980 dynes, 


since the earth’s attraction on a gramme of matter at its surface 
is about 980 dynes ; and so we find 

L = 980 . 0-21 = ^8.207 (5). 


Now if CO denote the acceleration of the earth’s angular velocity 
produced by this couple, we have 


6 ) = 


L 

I 


( 6 ), 


where I denotes the earth’s moment of inertia ; and, allowing for 
the increase of the earth’s density from the surface inwards, ac- 
cording to Laplace’s probable law, we have, approximately, 

/=|rVi; 


(instead of / = as it would be if the mass were homogeneous) 

E denoting the earth’s mass. Hence 


Oi) = 


207 

^IfE 7^ • 


Now i)Vr^ = 12-3. UP, 6Vi?= SLO . 10^ r = 6-370. 10^ centi- 
metres, which gives P = 40*6 . 10*®. Hence 


CO = 3 


31*9,10" 207 

12*3.10**^ 40^ .IIP 


= 4-0 . 10“"l 


This is the rate per second of gain of angular velocity. ? The 
earth’s angular velocity at present is 27r/86400, or approximately 
1/13700. Calling this co, we have 

- = 5’5.10-* 

ft) 

for the proportionate gain per second. There are 31*5 million 
seconds in a year, and 3150 in a century. Hence the ratio to the 
earth’s present angular velocity, of the gain per second, amounts 
to 1*73 X 10"®. 

To interpret the result, suppose two chronometers, A and B, 
to be kept going for a century, according to the following condi- 
tions: — 
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Chronometer A to be an absolutely perfect timekeeper, and to 
be regulated to sidereal time at the beginning of the century, in 
the usual manner, by astronomical observation. 

Chronometer B to be kept constantly regulated to sidereal 
time by astronomical observations from day to day, and from year 
to year, during the century. 

At the end of the century B will be found to be gaining on A 
to the amount of 1*73 x 10"^ of a second per second. This rate 
of gain has been uniformly acquired; and, therefore, on the aver- 
age of the century, B has been going faster than A, at the rate of 
*86 X 10~® of a second per second. Hence, in the whole century 
(or 3T5 X 10^ sidereal seconds), B has gained on A to the extent 
of 2*6 seconds. 

In reality a tenfold greater difference, in the opposite direction, 
would be observed between the two chronometers. Adams, from 
his correction of Laplace’s dynamical investigation of the accelera- 
tion of the moon’s mean motion, produced by the sun’s attraction, 
fotind that our supposed chronometer B, regulated to sidereal time, 
would be 22 seconds* behind the perfect chronometer A at the end 
of a century. (See Thomson and Tait’s Natimil Philosophy, 1st 
ed., §830; or 2nd ed., vol. i. part 1, §405.) The retardation of the 
earth’s rotation thus definitively specified, which may be regarded 
as a well-established result of observation and theory, received 
from Delaunay what we cannot doubt to be its true explanation, 
— retardation by tidal friction. The preceding formulas, with the 
proper change of data, may be readily modified to show the tidal 
retardation instead of the thermodynamic acceleration. Thus if 
we go back to fig. 1, and suppose the spheroidal layer to be water, 
instead of the earth’s atmosphere, and take 100 cms. as the excess 
of the greatest above the least semi-diameter, we have what we 
may fairly assume to be a not improbable estimate of the equi- 
valent, over the whole earth’s surface, to the true tidal deformation 
of the water of the oceans. If the obliquity HGS were the same 
in the two cases, and if the sun were the external attracting body 
in each case, the value of L would be (50/*08 . 13*596 =) 45'9 times 
greater in the second case (fig. 1) than in the first case (fig. 2). 
Suppose now the moon, instead of the sun, to be the influencing 
body in the second case (fig. 1), other things being the same, the 
couple will be 91*8 times as great in the second case (fig. 1) as in 
* See Appendix B, page 339 above. 
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the finst case (fig. 2). (Because the moon’s mass, divided by the 
cube of her distance from tiie earth, is about double the sun’s 
mass divided by the cube of his distance from the earth.) Now, 
we must make tin? couple to be only 10 times as great in the 
H(;cond ease (lig. 1) as in tlie first (‘a-se (fig. 2) to bring out Adams’ 
result, a(;cording to ])(daunay’s explanation of it. Hence we must 
sufiposti, in fig. 1, mi II CM coH no M to be of sin 30 cos 80 ; 
and W(^ may fullil this condition by taking IICM = 87 30'. 

Thus with the ap[>roximate results of observation used above 
i!i resp(;ct to th(i earth’s atmosphere, and tlu* assumptioiis we have 
now mad(; regarding the lunar tide, we have a state of things in 
which our supposed chronometer /> gains on A 2‘5 seconds in the 
course of tlu‘ c»‘ntury tlirough the thermodynamic acceleration, and 
lo.ses 25 s(‘conds through tin* tidal r(‘tardation ; that is, lo.ses in Jill 
22'5 seconds, or say 22 s(HM)nds, which is Adams’ result. 
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Spheuoidal Shells and Spheroids op Inc’ompresshjlk Liquid. 


1. The theory of ela.stic solids in e<niilil)riinn presents llio 
following general probk'ni : — 

A solid of any shape being given, and displaeeinents being 
arbitrarily jwodueed nr forces arbitrarily applied ovta* its whole 
bounding surface, it is rcMpiired to tind the displaivnK'nt of evtuy 
point of its substance. The chief object of th(‘ pr(*s(‘nt eoinmuni- 
cation is to show the solution of this problem for tlu^ ease of a 
.shell consisting of isotro))i(‘ ehustic matiaial, ami bounded by two 
concentric spherical surfaces, with the nalinal restriction that the 
whole alteration of tiguro is very small. 


2. Let the centn* of the .spherical surfac(‘s Ix' taken as origin, 
and let x, //, ^ be the re<*tangular co-ordinates of any partich' of th(‘ 
solid, in its undisturbi‘d jiosition, and ./* + «, /y + /^, - t 7 the co- 
ordinat(‘S of the same particli! when the whole is in (xjuilibrium 
under the* given su|)(*rfieial disturbing action. Tlnm, by the 
known (xpiations of (‘(juilibrium of elastic solids, we hav(* 


n 

u 

n 


f(PoL d'oL (l^a\ 

[(U^ (If (h'‘) 

/rZ-'/S d‘/3 (P^\ 

[dJ + <lf (h‘‘) 

/(fy (Vy (PyX 

\(U‘'^ (If ^d£‘J 




(i 

fdx 


m 

dx 

(dx 



d 

(dx 

+ 

VI 


[<L: 



d , 

fdx 


VI 

.zJ 

{dx 


+ 

+ 

+ 


d/^ dy\ 
d;/ ^ dz) 

d^ dy\ 

dif '^dzj 
dfi , f/yX 
f/// (Iz) 


==(), 

= 0 , 


= 0 


...(I), 


7 >i — and 7 ? denoting the two ('o<*tlicients (d <*lasticity, whicli 
may be called res])ectively th(‘ elffsticifij of volume, and tin* 
rigidit;/, A (hunonstration of these eijuations, with definitions 
of the coefficients, will be found in § 71 of an A])pendix to the 
present communication. 


U. For brevity let 


f^ dx (l^ dy 

(lx (Ilf dz 


(2). 


.SO that h .shall denote the cubic dilatation at the point {x, y, z) of 
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the solid. Also, for brevity, let the operation -j-r + 3-7^ + , » be 

ax ay ciz 

denoted by v*. Then the preceding equations become 


, . dB 

«Va+m^~ = 0, 
= 0 , 

nV7 + ’«^^ = 0 


■(3). 


4. In certain cases, especially the ideal one of an incom- 
pressible clastic solid, the following notation is more convenient: — 
p the mean normal pressure per unit of area on all sides of 
any small portion of the solid, round the point .r, y, 2 . Then 
(below, § 21) 





and the e([uati()ns of e([uilibrium bec(>m(‘ 




VI 


ia — n dx 


0 . 


VI dp .. 

- , I = 

vi—{ndy 

7 - 1 i = ^ 

VI — J u dz 


(5). 


5. If the. solid wore incompressible, we should have vi =x 

, di. dB dy ^ 

find 7 "I" ^ 4” T” ^ 

dx dy dz 

which must be taken instead of (4), and, along with (5), would 
constitute the four difft*rential equations required for the four un- 
known functions a, ^8, 7, p*. 


(). To solve the general equations (3) or (5), take djdx of the 
first, djdy of the second, and dldz of the third; and add. We have 


thus {n + tn) = 0 (0), 

or, which is in general sufficient, 

V^S = 0 (7). 


^ Sre Professor StokcH’a paper “On th« Friction of Fluids in Motion, and the 
Equilibrium and Motion of Elastic Solids,” Cambridge Philosophical Societifs 
Tramactiem, April, 18 If). 
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If, now, an appropriate solution of this equation for S is found, the 
three equations (3) may be solved by known methods, the first of 
them for a, the second for /8, and the third for 7, — the arbitrary 
part of the solution in each case being merely a solution of the 
equation = 0. These arbitrary parts must be determined so 
as to fulfil equation (2) and the prescribed surface conditions. 

The complete particular determination of 8 cannot, however, 
in most cases be effected without regard to a, 7 ; and the order 
of procedure which has been indicated is only convenient for 
determining the proper forms for general solutions of the equations. 

7. First, then, to solve the equation in 8 generally, we may 
use a theorem belonging to the foundation of Laplace's remarkable 
analysis of the attraction of spheroids, which may be enunciated 
as follows. 

If the equation V^8 = 0 is satisfied for every point between two 
concentric spheres of radii a (greater) and a (less), the value of 8 
for any point of this space, tit distance r from the (*entre, may be 
expr(‘ssed by tin* double series 

V, +7, +7, -f &c. 

4. 7>-‘+ 7>‘«+ 7>*-^-f&c., 

of which the first part converges at least as rapidly as (h(* g(*o- 
metrical progression 



and the second at least as rapidly as 



— if Vc, V\ denote homogeneous functions of a?, y, z of the order i, 
each satisfying, continuously, for all values of x, y, z, the equation 

V^7=0. 

A proof of this proposition is given in Thomson and Tait's Natural 
Philosophy f Vol. L Part I. chap. i. Appendix B. It is also there 
shown, what I believe has been hitherto overlooked, that 7*-, 7i, 
as above defined, cannot but be rational and integral, if i is 
any positive integer. 

T. III. 


23 
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8. To avoid circurnloctition, we shall call any homogeneous 
function of {x, ?/, z) which satisfies the equation 

a “ spherical harmonic function/' or, more shortly, a “ spherical 
harmonic/' Thus Vi and F/, as defined in § 7, are spherical 
harmonics of degree or order i ; and being talso a solution 

of V* r= 0, is a spherical harmonic of degree - {i H- 1). We shall 
sorncitirncs call the latter a spherical harmonic of inverse order i. 
Thus Vi being any spherical harmonic of integral degree i, and 
th<T(jfore n(?c(‘ssarily a rational integral function of this degree, 
spherical harmonic of degree — {i + 1), or of inverse 

order i. 

Tf wo put ~(i + l)=j, and denote this last function by <f>jy 
then wi) have 

= Ui ; 

and thus it appears that the relation bctwc'on a spherical harmonic 
of positive? d(‘grec* i and of negative degree j is reciprocal. The 
g('neral (w(‘ll known) proposition on which this depends is that 
if Vt is any homogeneous function of y, z) of (h*gree positive 
or negativ(‘, integral or fractional, is also a solution of the 

(j(|uation V^F = 0 (s(ie Thoni.son and Tait's Natural Philosophij, 
chap. i. Appendix B). 

A spht'iical harmonic of integral, whether positive or nc'galive, 
degr('(‘, satisfying the differential e<piation continuously for all 
values of the variables, will be called an “entire spherical 
harmonic," because such functions arc suited for tlu' solution of 
acoustical and otluir physical problems regarding entire spheres 
or c?ntire spherical shells. 

A spherical harmonic function of [x^ y, z) will be called a 
“ sj)herical surface-harmonic " when the point (a\ //, z) lies any- 
wlu^re on a spherical surface having its centre at the origin of 
coordinates. A spherical surface-harmonic is therefore a function 
of two variables, angular coordinates of a point on a spherical 
surface. If denote such a function of order i, positive and 
integral, then F*?** and are what we now call simply spherical 

harmonics ; b\it sometimes we shall call them, by way of distinction, 
“spherical solid harmonics." Functions or spherical surface- 
harmonics of integral orders, have been generally called “ Laplace's 
coe(lieient.s " by English writers. 
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f). From the theorem enunciated in § 7, we see that the 
general solution of our problem, so far as 3 is concerned, is this: — 

s = (8). 

10. Now because the equation V*w = 0 is linear, it follows 
that differential coefficients of any solution, with reference to 
X, y, z, or linear functions of such differential c{)efficients, arc also 
solutions. Hence the terms 1^,- and of 8, give harmonics 

of the degrees i — 1 and — (t + 2), in . To solve 

equations (3) we have therefore only to solve 

where denotes an entire spherical harmonic of any positive or 
negative degree, n. Trying 

n = 

which is obviously the right form, wc have 

V'» - ^ 1 J I + , m} . 

But, because <^„ is a homogeneous function of .r, ?/. z of degree n, 


( d d , , 

(■*, 77. 


and because it is a spherical harmonic, 

V><^, = 0. 

Wo have also 

V*(r*) = G, 

by differentiation. Hence 

V^?4 = ^.2(2n + 3) </»,, 

and therefore the complete solution of the equation 

v*« = 

^■^2(2h + 3)'^"’ 
where V denotes any solution of the equation 

V’F=0. 


23—2 
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11. Hoiico, by taking for the terms of ^ 

frrred to 10; above, and giving n its proper value, f — 1, or 
- (i *f 2;, for eaeh term as the case may be, vve find, for the com- 
plete solution of (3), the following: — 


a ~ ^ 


w; 4- - 


?wr* 


n . 2 (2i -h 1) dx 




n.--)), f ...O'). 


y = V 


d 




n . 2 (2i + 1) dz 

where ?/,■, V{, ?/,, ve,-, ?//; denote six harmonics, each of degree i. 


12. Kut in order that these formuL'e may express the solution 
of the original (Mjuations (1), the functions //, ?», &c must Ik‘ related 
to th(; functions V so as to satisfy equations (2) and (3). Now, 
taking account of the following formula, 



which becomes simply 


if (f>i is a spherical harmonic of any degree i (whether positive or 
ni*gativ(\ integral or fractional), we derive from (!)) by differentia- 
tion, and selection of terms of order t, and of order invei-sc i (or 
(h'groe — i — 1), 


d2 df3 dy 
dx^djf ^dz 


V 




VI 

n {2i f 1 ) 


[/r, + (i4i)V- 



where, for brevity, we put 


and 


f/af4, dr.M ^ dw,^, 

^ dx dr^ 


~dy' dz 


...( 10 ). 


Hence, to satisfy (2) and (8), 


• n(2i.fl) ^ 

V’ V 

' «(2t+l) ■ 


and 
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K,= "(-‘+1) ^ 

(2;i + wi) i +11^" 

^ ^ n (2t + 1) 

' (2» + m) t + n + «i ^ ' 


(Jl). 


13. Using these in (9), we couclinle 


« = -1 u * •'**- 

7 = s;; I w, 


wr" d 
2 dx 
nir^ d 
2 dy 
/wr* d 
2 dz 


r 



L(2n-f/a)i+a 

('2u-i-in)i-hi+iii 



1 

j2n-hm)i-i‘n 

(2/i+in)i+u+ni_ 

r 

f, 


1 


(2'rt+wt)t+/(+w« 

j ' 


(12) 


for cl complete solution of the general eipiations (1), the eejuationa 
of e(|uilibrium of an isotropic ehistic solid. The circuinstauces for 
which this solution is appropriate will be understood when the 
general proposition of § 7 is duly considered. 


14. It remains to show how the harmonics ///, v,*, W/, ///,, 
v\, w\ are to be determined so as to satisfy tlie superficial con- 
ditions. Let us first suppose these to b(* tliat the displac(‘meiit 
of every i)oint of tlu; bounding surface is giv(*n arbitrarily. Let 
S^l,, 'IC, be the harmonic seriesf, expiessing the three com- 
ponents of the displacement at any point of tin; outer surface of 
the shell, and ^B\y the corresponding expressions for 

the given condition of the inner surface. Thus the surface- 
e(|uatious of coiulition to be fulfilled are 


7' = tt 


r = 


fa=2A,\ 

[7=SC'J 

,7 = ^C'., 


(IS) 


* For the case i = 0, the terms may be omitted; but their full 

interpretation would be to express a displacement without deformation. Thus 
m'_i, being of degree ~ 1, cannot but be .^/r, where /( is a constant; and therefore 
becomes A when i=0. 

t That is, series of terms each of which is a spherical surface-harmonic of 
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whore a and a denote the radii of the outer and inner surfaces 
respectively, and A^, B,, Cu A'u B'u G\ spherical surface-harmonics 
of the order i 

15. Now collecting from the series (12) of § 13, which con- 
stitute the general expressions for a, 7 , those terms which, being 
either solid spherical harmonics of degrees i and -i~l, or such 
functions multiplied by give, at the boundary, surface-harmonics 
of the order i, and e([uating the terms of this order on the two 
sides of ecjuations (13), we have 






inr 


2 (h 


fiH 

=Ai when r-a, 


=^l',when r=a, 

V 

7 

1 

7 

(=Bi when r=a, 


\=B'i when r=(i, 


=C\ when /’=u, 


=G'( when r=a 


10. These six e(|uations would suffice to determine the six 
harmonics w,, u,', Vi\w,\ if and were known. For, 

since each of those six functions is a homogeiK'ous function of 
a*, y, z of order i, each of them tlivided by /•* is a fuuctiim of angular 
coordinates relative to the centre, and independent of r; and 
therefore if, for instance, we denote by and a/ by r*zj\ we 
have two unknown (pnintities w and u' to be determined by the 
two e<[uations of condition relative to a for the outer and the inner 
surface. These equations may be written jis foll«)ws, if we further 

denote by rfS, and ^ by because these 


are homogeneous functions of the orders i and — i - 1 respectively : 

ai+i . ' .4-1 . ma^ 

tarn +10* I ? I o.. I ^..1 ^ a r/0.7 . r.i ^ > 


imv 

2[{2n4-7/0^*+3^i + ^^^] 


ma* 

2[{2n + m)i--n] ’ 
r'a 


1. ' I ' 'i+i . „ via^ 

2[(2«+ 2 [(2a + m)i-?i] 

Resolving these 0 (|uations for tsr and and returning to the 
original notation instead of w, tar', 


integral order 1. That any function, arbitrarily given over an entire spherical 
snrfaco, may bo ao expressed, is a well-known theorem. A demonstration of it is 
given in Thomson and TuiPa Natural Vhilatophy^ Vol. i. Part i. chap. i. Appendix 
B,Ss. 
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u-'+LLV + {o»+» - .V.„ ' - (aJ - «'*) f*+> 

- a'Milr- - (fla')»< >(«« - - (aay(a^-> - 'Mwp!!!) r*+> 


where, for brevity, 


a*f ‘ 


m 


2[(2B + M)i + :k + j«]’ 
m 


.( 10 ). 


M- = 

2[(2H + wi)t-"] 
Introduciug, also for brevity, the following notation, 

> I 


^((ta')''+‘(a''7t,'-a'M,) j 


.(17), 


m 


wc have the expressions for //, and a/ given below. ])ealing with 
tlie etjuations of condition relative to /3 and 7 , and introducing an 
abbreviated notation '13;, 23;', (ff,-, (I/, corresponding to‘(l 7 ), wo 
find similar expressions for Vi, v,', Wi, w/, as follows; — 




...(19), 


df,. 




(/(t',._,r-“'^>). 


dz 


. ( 20 ). 


17. It only remains to determine the functions and 
whicli we can do by combining these last equations with ( 10 ) of 
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§ 12. Thus, changing i into i + 1 m (17j aiul into e. - 1 iu 
applying tMpiatioiis (10; of 12, and taking advantage ot the 
folh)wing pn)i)( rtit*s, 

d d (V.,V-->) ^ ^ d (t.V— ) ^ ^ • + , , 

(lx ^ dy dz 

and 

d^i d^kt dyfr^ . . 

X ; 4- y / + ^ 

(lx •' dij dz 


vvn iiiiu 

(/.« dji dz 

I </.,• ^ (/// ) 


Tliesc eiiuiitioiis, usotl to <l<-tt.'rniiiu' the two unknown functions 

>Ir, lunl it'/. K*v*“ 

^ ^ _ <-), + C 2 / n).av.H«/ 

1 — (2t + ;t)(2t — I ) (i + 1) tiW. n J'liti ; ^-22)^ 

r2'- l)‘iin‘->.+‘-V I ' 

~ I -(2t + n){2i- ' 

wlicrc, for brevity, 

,, d(.^i,,r'>') dm. nV*') dH£,nr‘") | 

<i!f ’ \..m 

, , , (d (a', dm',., r ') d{ i £\- , r')| , , 

‘ I da: d>/ dz J ' 

liS. The functions sjr and yjr' beine expresseil in terms ot tlio 
(lata of th(! lU'oblem by e«|uations (22) (2:{), (17). (I'S), (lb), we 
have only to use (10) 'and (20) in ^12) to find tl.e following ex- 
pression of the roinplote solution : — 




jn. »••-(- J3;r—-+ (itt-ilr-'-^^-iV,/-) 

-(i«/r-«+ ii- . 


....( 24 ). 
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If). This solution lemls immediately, through an o.xtreme case 
of its application, to the solution of the general probhun for a ])late 
of elastic substance between two infinite parallel pianos : — Given 
the displacement of every point of its surface, renuirod the 
displacement of any interior point. For if we give infinite 
values to a and a', and keep a- a finite, the spherical shell 
becomes an infinite plane plate. 

20. It is, however, less easy to deduce the result in this way 
from the solution for the spherical shell, than to apply dinrily the 
general method of § C to the ease of the infinite plane plate. We 
shall return to this subject (§ 31, bedow), when the details of the 
investigation will be sufficiently indicated. 

21. A very important ])art of the gem*ral probhan proposed 
in § 1 remains to be considered, — that in which not tin* displace- 
ment, but the arbitrarily applied force*, is giv(‘n all over tin* surfacn*. 
To expre.ss the surface-inpiations of condition for siu‘h data, we 
must u.so the formuhe expr(*.ssing the stress (or force* of elasticity) 
in any part of an elastic solid in terms of the strain (or deforma- 
tion) of the substance. These are 



where P, Q, R are the normal tractions (which when negative are 
pressures) on the faces of a unit cube respectively j)erpendieular 
to the lines of reference OAT, OF, OZ; and T, U the tangential 
forces along the faces respectively parallel, and in tlui directions 
in these planes respectively perpendicular, to OX, OY, OZ (see 
Appendix, § 70). 

22. In terms of these we have the following expressions for 
the components F, 0, II of the force on a unit area perpendicular 
to any line whose direction-cosines are / g, h : — 
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F=Pf^U<j + Th,\ 

0=Uf^Qy + Hh,\ ( 2 «), 

11= Tf+ Sg + lih] 

[sec Alt, xcii. Part I. above; " Mathematical Theory of Elasticity,” 
(jhap. m. pp. «()— 7J. 


2U. Using the expies.sioiis (2 .j) in (26), we find 


aii<l symuKitrical expressions for (} and //. 


2 k If now we supjMjs(i /, < 7 , A to denote the direction-cosines 
of th (5 normal at aiiv point .r, 7 , z of tlie surface of an elastic solid, 
the surface condition, when force, not <lisplacement, is given, wilt 
b(‘ exjiressed hy e(piating h\ ({, II r(*spectively to thre(‘ functions 
of the coordinates of a point in tlie surfacv, ipiiti* arbitrary (‘xcept 
in so far as they must balance one another in order that ecpii- 
librium in tin* body may la* possible'; and theiefon* they must 
fullil the following integral e(|uations: — 


jjM/il *'.■ 0. /jVA/ll - 0, fjlldn = 0 (28), 

- ac)<ni = 0 , fj{Fz - ih')<ni = 0 , /jVr> - . . .(-m)), 


where rfti denotes an element of tin* surface at the point (a*, z), 

and the doubh' inti'grals include the whole surface of application 
of the forces h\ (t, //. 


2 o. For our case of the spherical shell, with origin of co- 
ordinates at its centie, \Ne have 



ami the last triple t(*rm in 
conveniently written thus; — 


.(80); 




/• r 

the expression (27) for F may be 


n d (ix 4- /S// + 7 -) _ 
r dx r 


.(31); 


Then, for bievity, putting 

/iy -f 7 J = ? .....(82), 
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^^.r + S'. Tii ,(r 

where ~ prefixed to any function of ?/, ss will denote its rate 

of variation per unit of length in the radial direction ; and using 
(2) of § 8, we have, by (80) and the syniinetrical 0(|uations for 
G and //, 


Fr = (7/1 — n) S , cv + | 


+ 



Gr = (m — a) ^ - y + 7 / 1 

(v-> 


J/r = (m — n) S . 2 -t- n 1 

- ■ 



(34). 


2G. It is to be remarked that, tliese eijuations express such 
functions of (.r, y, the coordinates of any point P of the solid, 
that F , cOy G . o>y 11 , <o are tin* three compiuients of the force 
transmitted across an infinitely small area eo perpendicular to ()I\ 
while, for any point of either the outer or the inner bounding 
spherical surface, i'w, (Uo, Ueo are the three C(»mponents of the 
force apjilied to an infinitely small element a> of this surface. 


27. To reduce the surface-e<juations of condition deriv(‘d from 
these expressions to harmonic (‘<piations, let us consi(l(*r homo- 
geneous tenn^ of degree i of the com])lete solution, which we shall 
denote by a,, /S,-, 7,, and let 5, -1*, denote the corresponding 
terms of the other functions. Thus we have 


Fr = S |(7a — n) Sj-iX -f- n (t — 1) a,- -f n • , 

Gr = S |(/« - n) + n(i-l}0, + n j, ■ 

Ur = 2 |(to - w) Sj_,2 + re (i — 1) 7i + re J 


...(35). 


28. The second of the three terms of order i in these ccpiations, 
when the general .solution of § 18 is used, become at the boundary 
each explicitly the sum of two surface harmonics of orders i and 


* \Micn i - 1 is positive, will express the samo function as of § 11 above. 
The suffixes now introduced have reference solely to the algebraic degree, positive 
or negative, of the functions, whether harmonio or not, to the symbols for which 
they are applied. 



DYNAMICAL PlioBLEMS KE<iAUI>IN(i 


[XCVI. 


i - "I rt\s|)<‘rtiv(*ly. To brin;^^ tlic; other parts of the expressions to 
similar forms, it is coriV(!riieiit that we should tirst express in 
torms of tlu* geiifiial Milution ( 12 ; of § LS, by selecting the terms 
of algebraic degree i Thus we have 

^ 

2 [(2a 4- /a) i — a — /a] cIj' 

and symmetrical expressions for and 7 ,, from which we find 

o (i — 1) 

f ft, + ^ ,,,, . 

llt nce, by tb(‘ proper formuhe [see (42) belowj for reduction to 
harmonics, 


2i + I (2 [(2a + nt) i — n — /aj 


.. (37), 


‘P'"*' { ilr ' <y ^ dz I 

and (as l>eloic assumed in § 12) 

w- 


Also, l)y (II) tif § 12, or directly from (.*hi) by differentiation, we 
have 

8.--,, («)■ 

(2« 4 - m) i — n - m ^ 

Substituting these expressions for 5,..,, 7^, ami in (»‘b*)), wc tind 


v| /■ IV . a(2/-l)[(;a~2a)/+27a4-n] , 

(2i 4"I )[(/a4“2n)i— la— «] ^ (Lr 2t-fl (U 


...(41) 


This is reduced to the re(|uired harmonic form by the obviously 
propiT formula 

2»-lV (U da- ) 

Thus, and tlealing similarly with the expressions for Gr and //r, 
we have, final ly, 
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(U 


:n2 




(lx 


2/+I dti i’ 
I tl<l>, 1 1 
ii+\ (I: 


..(43), 


wliere [as above, (IG) of § IG] 

. i 

z [m + zn) i — m - n 

and now further y (41) 

p _ ^ I 

(2i + 1) {{in H- in) i - in - n] j 

29. To e.xpress the surfaet' conditions hy harmonic (‘(jualions, 
let us suppose the supcTficial values of F, ii, II to h(‘ oivM'u as 
follows : 

F=tA„] 

(t= 2/^,,> when r = r/, 1 


and 


II 

(1 = when r = f/' 

II 


.(45), 


where A^, 7i,, (\, il/, H,\ i\' denote sujface harmonics of order I. 
N(nv the terms of algebraic (h‘gree i, (‘xhihitt'd in the preceding 
expressions (41]) for Fr, (ii\ //r, become, at either of the coiiecaitric 
spherical surfaces, sums of surfaci* liannonics of orders i and i - 2, 
when i is positive, and of orders - i- I and -i-I] wIkui i is 
negative. Hence, selecting all the terms which lead to surface^ 
hannonics of order i, and equating to the prop(‘r ter?ns of the 
data (45), we have 




-AV'"'- 


dx 






dx 


t+i 

2t-fl\ dx 


dx ) I 


Ai when r = a,\ 
Ai when r = a'\ 


.(40), 


and syinmotrical e(|uations relative to y and z. 
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30. These ormations might l)C dealt with exactly as formerly 
with the equations (lo) of § 15. But the following onler of pro- 
ceeding is more convenient. Commencing with the first of the 

surface equations f4G), multiplying it by , attending to the 

<l(*gree of eac h term, and taking aclvantage of the principle that, 
if yjr be any homogcuicious function c»f ./•, ?y, r, of degree t, the 
function of angular coordinates, or of the ratios x : y \ z, which it 


b(‘comes at the spherical surface r — a, is the same as 
any value of r, we have 



for 


n 

(I 




(Lr tlx 


(lx 


1 

2(+l 


fix ' (I / (lx 


^A, 



wluTi' th(‘ si’cond m('inb(*r, and c‘ach term of (In' first nnunluT, is 
now a homogciK'ous functiiui of dcgri*e /, of ./•, y, j (being in fact a 

s(»li(l s[dierical harmonic of (h'gna* and order /). Taking of this, 


and and ^ of the two symmetrical equations, adding, taking 

into ac'count ecjuations (3«S) and (3!)), and taking advantage of the 
ecpiation V^K=() for the solid harmonic functions concerned, we 
have 


” jl <-14 (' 21 + 1)1 1 

-2(i4l)(2.-4l).*V_.,.(|iy‘^V4 


...(48). 


1 f(/(.4.<-) ^ ,l(Hx)^d{CX)\ 

a* \ (lx iiy (h j 


Again, multiplying (47) by and taking 


/ 


•in 4 3 


dx 


of the 
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result, dealing similarly with the two synimctrioal et^untions, and 
adiling, we have 

" <!>, [r+2-(2t+i ) (»+i) Q" ’ V . 

+ 2iV+l)(2/+I)-lA,.V^.n) ••••(■♦!»). 

,l.r tljf d: ) 

Changing i into z - 2 in this o(|nation, \vc hiwo 

1 12 0--2)«-«^,_.- [,:-(2/-3)(/-l ) A’. . , .J ( J)" V- . 

+ 2(<-2)(i-l)(2/-:n.1A^fr,.,j 1 ...(oO). 

a* ( (Lr ^ (h/ (h ) 

Precisi'ly similar equations, derived from tlu‘ inner surfaei* con- 
dition of the sln.'ll, an‘ obtained by changing a, A, Ji, into 
a\ A\ Ii\ C\ We thus have (tS), (oO), and tlie two eorr(\sj)onding 
equations for the inner surface*, in all four t‘(juations, to d(‘t(*rmino 
the four unknown functions in terms of the 

data which appear in the* si‘cond nuuiihers. The* I'cpiations being 
simple algebraic e(juations, %\(* may re*gaid th(*so four functions as 
explicitly determined. In oth(*r W4»rds, we may suppose* anel 
known fejr every pe)sitive* or ne’gative inte*gral value* of i. 'J'hen 
oepiation (47), the two eepiations symme*tn(;al with it, anel the* 
others ge)t by changing A, a, &c. into A \ a\ iK:c., give u,-, v,, ?/;, ex- 
plicitly in terms e)f known functions, anel the expressiems QW) for 
a,-, /3, , 7, e’omplcte* the solution of the proble*m. 

Jll. The sedution for the infinite plane platei is of course in- 
cluded in the general se)lution for the spherical shedl, as re*rnarked 
above for the case* in which surface displace*me‘nts, neit surface 
force?s, were given ; but, as in that case, it will be* simpleT anel 
practically easi(*r to w^jrk out the; problem ab initio, taking ad- 
vantage of the appropriate Fourier forms. The relative; case of 
the independent investigation is indeed still greater in the case in 
which the surface forces are given than in the other case, since 
the general expressions for the surface forces assume simple forms 
when the surface is plane, and reipiire no such transformation as 
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that which we have found necessary, and which has constituted 
the special diflfictilty of the problem, when the surface was 
spherical. The problem of the plane plate presents many ques- 
tions of remarkable interest and practical importance; and al- 
though the object and limits of the present paper preclude any 
detailed investigation of special cases, we may make a short 
digression to work out the general solution. 

32. Let the origin of coordinates be taken in one side of the 
plate and the axis OX perpendicular to it. Then, according to the 
gcuKjral expressions (25) of § 21, the three components of the force 
per unit of area, in or parallel to either side of the plate, are 
respectively 

parallel to OX, P = (m+n) + (m-n) + jj), 

parallel to 0 Y, U=n . .(.)1 ). 

parallel to OZ, + ^ 


The surface condition to be fulfilled is that each of these functions 
shall have an arbitrarily given value at every point of each infinite 
plane side of the plate. 


33. From the indications of § 6 above, it is easily seen that 
the following assumptions are correct for a general solution of the 
equations of internal equilibrium, and convenient for the applica- 
tion at present proposed, 

d(}> 

a = // + a; , , 



where u, v, w, and <f> denote functions of {x, y, z) which each fulfil 
the equation V*F=5 0. From these, by differentiation, and by 
taking = 0 into account, we have 

da d/S dy _ du dv d w d<f> 
dx ^ dy ^ dz dx ^ dy ^ dz ^ (tr ' 
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or 

if 


du dv dw 
dx'^Txi^dz 


.(52), 


and S be used with the same signification as above (§ 2). Also, by 
differentiation and application of the equations 

V^M = 0, = 

dx 

we find 


7 ..= 2 g , ^'’=^2 


dxdz ' 


Hence, to satisfy the general equations of internal equilibrium (8) 
of § 3, we must have 


m 


dx 


m + 2/1 


yj/*. 


Hence the general solution becomes 

7/7X 

a = 14 - ^ 

m + 2n ^ 




mx dfyirdx 
7)1 + 2/1 rfy ’ 
vix dfyjrdx 


ry = w _ — ^ 

7)t + 2/1 dz 


.(53), 


where u, v, w are any functions whatever which satisfy the general 
equation V“F= 0, and i/r is given by (52) ; and where, further, it 
must be understood that fyfrdx must be so assigned as to satisfy 
the equation V^F= 0, which yjr itself satisfies by virtue of (52). 


34. The general form of the solution of V“F = 0, convenient 
for the present application, is clearly 

where p, s, t are three constants subject to the equation 

p^ = s^ + t\ 

If now we suppose, as a particular case, the surface condition 
to be that 


T. III. 


24 
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and 


P A sin (sy) sin 

U = Bcos (sy) sin {t 2 )A when x = 0, 
T = C sin (sy) cos {tz)*) 

P = A' sin (sy) sin (tz), 

U = li' cos {sy) sin {tz), 

T = C sin {sy) cos (tz), 


I when X = a 


(54), 


where A, B, (7, A\ B\ O qxq six given constants, we must clearly 
have 


sin (sy) sin {tz)y\ 

^ + 5 fV^*)cos (sy) sin (J^z)\ ^o5), 

w = (he^^^ 4- }ie^^) sin {sy) cos (tz) j 


where /, g, A, g\ It are six constants to be determined by six 
linear eciuations obtained directly from (54), (51), (53), (52), (55). 
But, by proper interchanges of sines and cosines, we have in (54) 
a representation of the general tenns of the series or of the definite 
integrals, representing, according to Fourier’s principles, the six 
arbitrary functions, whether periodic or non-peroidic, by which 
Pf Uf 2’ are given over each of the two infinite plane sides. Hence 
the solution thus indicated is complete. 


35. To complete the theory of the equilibrium of an elastic 
spheroidal shell, we must now suppose every point of the solid 
substance to be urged by a given force. The problem thus pre- 
sented will be reduced to that already solved, by the following 
simple investigation. 

3G. Let X, F, Z be the components of the force per unit of 
volume on the substance at any point x, y, z, (That is to say, 
let qX, qY, qZ be the three components of the actual force on a 
volume q, infinitely small in all its dimensions, enclosing the point 
a’, y, z). Not to unnecessarily limit the problem, we must 
suppose A'', F, Z to be each an absolutely arbitrary function of 
y. z, 

37. When we remember that a?, y, z are the coordinates of 
the undisturbed position of any point of the substance, and differ 
by the infinitely small quantities a, /3, 7 from the actual co- 
ordinates of the same point of the substance in the body disturbed 
by the applied forces, we perceive that Xdx 4- Ydy 4- Zdz need 
not be the differential of a function of three independent variables. 
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It actually will not be a complete differential if the case be that 
of the interior kinetic equilibrium of a rigid body starting from rest 
under the influence of given constant forces applied to its surface, 
and having for their resultant a couple in a plane perpendicular to 
a principal axis. Nor will Xdx^ Ydy + Zdz be a complete dif- 
ferential in the interior of a steel bar-magnet held at rest under 
the influence of an electric current directed through one half of 
its length, as we perceive when we consider Faraday’s beautiful 
experiment showing rotation to su])ervene in this case when the 
magnet is freed from all mechanical constraint. 


38. The equations of elastic equilibrium are of course now 


.(5G). 


rri dh ,, 

n\ OL -f- m — A , 

=- r. 

di/ 

r72 V 1 

nV y //t / I 

Let '5T, p, denote some three particular solutions of the equations 

VV = -i'. (57). 

VV = - ^ j 

These, tsr, p, <7, we may regard as known functions, being derivable 
from X, y, Z by known methods (Thomson and Tait’s Natural 
Philosophy, Part ii., chap. vi.). Then, if we assume 

tST 

a = a . 

n 


.(58), 


and 


<7 

7 = 7 , 

n * 


dx ^ dn ^ dz ' 


the equations (56) of interior equilibrium become 



m 

di 

dx 

n 

dx' 

dS,_ 

m 

df 

dy 

n 

dy’ 

d.B,_ 

m 

k 

dz 

n 

dz J 


(59). 


.(GOj, 


24—2 
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.(61). 


wliere ^ is a known function given by the eijuation 

t __ ^dp ^da 
^ dx dy dz 

Now, as we verify in a moment by differentiation, ecjuations (50) 
and (GO) are satisfied by 

— nt 


OL. = 




n (//A + n) dx ' 

— m d^ 
n (ni -^n) dy ' 

— m d^ 


.(62), 


71 (771 + 7l) dz 

if is some particular solution of 

= f (G:3). 

Hence (58), (57), (G2), (G»‘l), (Gl) express a particular solution 
of (56). 

80. We conclude that the general solution of (56) may be 
expressed thus : — 


ii;:- 

7)1 


1 4-'a ^ 


771 -i- 

11 dx j 

1 "T a, 


7)1 

d^\ 


[p- 

77i “H 

11 dy) 



111 

d>:s\ 

1 . / 

("■ 

in -f 

n dz) 

1 4- 7 


.(04), 


where 


p = v -^r, 

(T - V - Z, 




.(65), 


according to an abbreviated notation, which explains itself suffi- 
ciently ; and 'a, '7 denote a general solution of the equations 


/d 'a 


d*y\ 


V dx 

, . 
+ / + 

dl) 

= 0 , 

(d'a 


d'y\ 

= 0 , ■ 

[dx 

, , 

“h j h 

dy 


(d'a 

[dx 

dy 

dz) 

= 0 
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40. This solution is applicable of course to an elastic body of 
any shape. It enables us to determine the displacement of every 
point of it when any given force is applied to every point of its 
interior, and either displacements or forces arc given over the 
whole surface, if we can solve the general problem for the same 
shape of body with arbitrary superficial data, but no force on the 
interior parts. For 'a, 'yS, 'y are determined by tlie solution of 
this problem, to be worked out with the given arbitrary super- 
ficial functions modified by the subtraction from them of terms 
due to the parts of a, /9, y which are explicitly shown in terms of 
data by equations (64) and (05). 

41. Hence the problem of § 35 is completely solved, — whether 
we have displacements given over each of the two concentric 
spherical bounding surfaces, when the solution of §§ 14 — 18 
determines 'a, '/S, 'y ; or forces given over the boundary, when the 
solution of §§ 26 — 30 is available. In the former case the super- 
ficial values of the functions 

I / 

ft \ m + 71 (lx) * 

71 y 7)1 71 ay ) 

f), 

n \ -f n dz/ 

known from equations (05), must be subtracted from the arbitrary 
functions given as the superficial values of a, /3, 7, and the residues, 
expressed in surface -liar monic series by the known method, will be 
the liarinonic expressions for the superficial values of 'a, 'y. 

In the latter case, we must first substitute those known functions 

i -- , &c., instead of a, /8, 7 respectively in (34), and 

the values of Fr, Gr, Hr thus found must be subtracted from the 
given arbitrary functions representing the true superficial values of 
Fvy Gvy Hr. The remainders, which we may denote by 'Fr^ 'Gr/Hr, 
must then be reduced to harmonic series, as in (45), and used 
according to the investigation of § 30, to determine 'a, '7. 

42. The general solution (04) and the expression just indicated 
for the terms to be subtracted from the data so as to find 
'Fvy 'Gry 'Hr becomes much simplified when, a.s in some of the 
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most important practical applications, Xdx + Ydy + Zdz is a com- 
plete diflferential. Thus let 


^~dx’ dy ’ dz 


(67), 


W denoting any function of x, y, z. Then, assuming, as we may 
do according to (65), 

we have by differentiating, &c., 

rfw . da , d<T ,,r 
dr^dy^dz^^' 

and therefore 

^=v-Mr (08). 

H(‘nco the solution (64) becomes 


I d^ ^ 

% - — — , - + a, I 

7/1 + n ax 

/3 = — + 


From this wo find 

and (§ 25) 

if 

and 

Hence, by 


7 = 


g = 


VI 4 - n dff 

1 (f^ 

Vi -h H dz 

1 

VI + n 


+ 7 


W+'h, 




1 d&^,^ 


7ti 4- n> dr 

,_d'ci d'fi dy 
dx ^ dy^ dz' 
f = 'a* 4 '/3,y + 7^ J 


.( 09 ). 


.( 70 ). 


Fr—- 


m 4* n 


{in — n) Wen 4- n 
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d d 


d ■ \ d 


,r + 1 


dx dr \ dr / dx ’ 

Thus for and the symmetrical expressions, we have 

+ ■ m 

Hr=—^- ((hi - n) Wz + 2»r ~\ + 'Hr 

m + n [ dr dz) 

43. These expressions become further simplified if IT is a 
homogeneous function of any positive or negative integral or 
fractional order i + 1, in which case wc shall denote it by TlVi. 

d^ 

For will be a homogeneous function of order i -f 3, and j 


of order i -f 2. Hence 




Hence the preceding become 


^ d r\ + 

Hr = — ^ — [{m — n) lK,+i z + 2n (i + 2)‘^ + 'Hr 
VI + ?i ( dz) 

44. These expressions are the more readily reduced to the 
harmonic forms proper for working out the solution, if the interior 
force potential, is itself a harmonic function. We then have 
(§ 10) 


^ 2(2i+5) dx 2i + 5r ^+*^2 dx 


2 dx 


and ll^<+.* = 2i+3 


dx dx -i 


...(73); 


which give 


*v= 1 \m+(i+i)n djri+, _ OT(2i+5)^ d( Fj+ir-^'-”) 

wi+n| 2i + 3 dx (2i+3)(2i+5) dx 


+'Fr (74), 
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and symmetrical expressions for Gr and Hr, Here the terms to 
be subtracted from the arbitrary functions given to represent the 
superficial values of Fr, Gr, and Hr are each explicitly expressed 
in sums of two surface harmonics of orders i or — i — I, and i + 2 
or — i — 3 respectively, viz., in each case, that one of the two 
numbers which is not negative. 

45 . When the shell is in equilibrium under the influence of 
the forces acting on it through its interior, without any application 
of force to its surface, we must have 

Gr = 0 ,> when r = a and when r =a (75). 

//r= 0 ,) 

Hence, for the case in which TT is a spherical harmonic, the 
preceding equations give the proper harmonic expressions for 
' Fr/Gr/ Hr at the outer and inner bounding surfaces, for de- 
termining 'a, '/3, 7 by the method of §§ 28 — 30. Thus, using all 
the same notations, with the exception of 'a, '/?, 'y, 'F, '(?, 7/, 
instead of a, yS, 7 , F, G, H, and, for the present, supposing i -f - 1 
to be positive*, we have the complete harmonic expressions of 
*F, 'G/H, each in two terms, of orders i and i-f 2 respectively. 
Hence the A, A\ &c. of (45) are given by the following equa- 
tions : — 

Ai _ A/ -m + (f -f- 1) ?i ^ 

(2t’ + ,S)0« + ?i)^' dx ' 

_ Bl _^dWij,^ 

a‘+' “ )?'■+> “ ■■ (2i + .S) (m + n) ^ dy ’ 

=_ w + o:+i)« _.rfTF,-+, 

(2i‘+:{)(»t + H)’' dz ' I 7 -\ 

.^4.0 _ A ',-+3 _ ( 2i -h 5) - n .^3 d{ Wi +, ‘ ‘ ^ ^ ‘ 

(2j+ 3) (2i+5) (tM+H) * dx 
Ih +1 _ -B'l +s _ i2t+5) m -n i 

„.+i «'<+> “(21+3) (2t+ 5) (»«+«)'' ' dy 

Hs _ O' f+ 3 _ (2? + 5) m-n d { Wn.ir-^~^) 

«'+' a'*« (2i'+.3)(2i+5) ^ ' dz 

* Ab wo shall not in the present paper consider particularly any case of a shell 
influenced by centres of force in the hollow space within it, which alone could give 
a potential R'i+i of negative degree, we need not write any of the expressions in 
forms convenient for making i + 1 negative. 
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46. The functions derived from fi,-, 0,-, &c., which are 
required for formulae (48) and (49), are therefore as follows : — 


(-4, •?•*■) 
dx 


d{B,r’) diCtr^) 


dy 


+ 


dz 


= 0 , 


\ 


dx dy dz 


_ (i + 1) (2t f I ) [il l + ( i + 1)«] «'■+' 

(2i + 3) {ill + nj ’ 


^ d(Ci+^ i^+- ) 

dx dy dz 

{i + 2) [(2f + 5) 111 - n] ™ 
(2i + 3)(»H + w) 

rffT ' dy^ "■ 


.(77). 


with the corresponding expressions relative to Ai\ Bi\ 6V, &c., 
obtained simply by changing a into a\ 

Hence by (48) and (50), and the two corresponding equations 
fur the inner surface, we infer that each of the four functions 
vanishes. By the same equations, with z 
changed into i + 2, we obtain expressions, all of one harmonic 
form, direct or reciprocal, as follows, for tlie four functions of 
order i + 1 : — 

^t+i 

0_;_., = y;,+,r-=''-'’r,+, / 

A'+i, A'l+i, Li+u which need not be here explicitly expressed, 
being four constants obtained from the solutions of four simple 
algebraic equations. Lastly, by the four cciuations with (i + 4) 
instead of i, we find that '^-,- 4 , £ill vanish. Using 

these results for yfr and (p in (47), we sec that each of the 

d W‘ 

functions u must be a harmonic congruent with either or 

^ • Hence, by using (78) in (88) and (39) we find 
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Hi = 


-L 




dWu 


(2i+l)(i + l) (lx ’ 

~ _ ,^'+5 ^ 


(2i+5) {i + 2) ’ 


dx 

-K'u, dW,^, 

(2t+ l)(t + 1) 


dx 


{2i + 5) (i + 2) dx 


.(79); 


and symmetrical expressions for v and iv. Finally, using these 
expressions, (79) and (78), in (3G), and the result in (69) with (73), 
wo arrive at an explicit solution of the problem in the following 
remarkably simple form ; — 


a — ffi • diWi^jV -* ■*) 






dW,^^ , at' f^»F,+,r--'-») 


where 




^(+1 + 


</?/ 

.+1^ 

dz 


.(80), 


(/ 4- 1 ) (2f + 1) (2 (2f + 3) (/« + n) 

___ 

{m + 2«) i + m + 3wj 

f _ r=’+-> 

(i + 2) {21 + 5) ^ 1(2; + 3) (2; + 5) (v/t + n) 

mr^ K'i^^ 

2 (w + 2n) i + 2?« + 3« 


1 


— im 


r\ 


,, __ /fi+, 

^ i+l /.• . /0-* . tr\ ”T“ 


^..(81). 


47. In conclusion, let us consider the case of a solid sphere. 
For this we have 

-^-,-3 = 0, and = 0, 

as w^c see at once from the character of the problem, or as we find 
by putting a =0 in the four ecpiations by which in § 46 we have 
seen that i'i+i are to be determined. Then, by 

(48), with i changed into i + 2, and by (49), we find 
_ (i+2)[(m+2/2)i+w+3w][m(2i+5)— ?i] 

^ ““ ■(^3‘) it (??i [2"(Y+ 2)*+ 1] - w (^’+3)} (7^-¥ n) ’ 

A - 4- 3) - n] ^ 

~ “ 2n {in [2 {i + 2)* -h 1] - n (2i + 3)} 
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The coefficients of TTi+i in these expressions are the values which 
we must take for /Ti+iand Zi+, respectively in (81); and therefore, 
after reductions which sliow {tn + n) as a factor of the numerator 
of each fraction in which it appears at first as a factor of the 
denominator, we have 

op _ (i+ 1) [»i(i + 3)-n]«^ 1 

2n fni [2(i + 2)^ + 1] - «.(2t‘ + 3)} i 

[(i + 2)(2t + 5)m-(2t + 3)>?]j-» 1 

2n (2i + 3) (w [2 (i + 2y'' + 1] - « (2i + 3)} ' [ ^ 

_ (f + I 

7!(2y + 3)(m[2(i + 2)“ + l]-«(2i + 3)l J 

These, substituted in (80), give expressions for a, y wliich con- 
stitute a complete and explicit solution of the problem. 

It is easy to verify this result, by testing tliat (56) (with 
dW' . . 

— Jf = , &c.) is satisfied for every point of the solid, and that 

equations (34) give jF’ = 0, (? = 0, // = 0 at the bounding surface, 
r = a. 


48. The case of i = 1 is, as we shall immediately see, of high 
importance. For it the preceding expressions, (83) and (80), be- 
come 



49. As an example of the application of §§ 45 — 48, let us 
suppose a spherical shell or solid sphere to be equilibrated under 
the influence of masses collected in two fixed external points*, 
and each attracting according to the inverse square of its distance. 


• If onr limits permitted, a highly interesting example might be made of the 
case of a shell under the influence of a single attracting point in the hollow space 
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Let the two masses M, M' be in the axis OX ; and, P being the 
point whose coordinates are w, y, z, let PM = /), PM' = D\ Let 



also 0M'=^c, 0M'-c\ Then, if m, m' denote the two masses, for 
equilibrium we must have 

m _ m' 

'2 * 

c c 

The potential at P, due to the two masses, will be ^ 

according to the notation of § 42, with, besides, w taken to denote 
the mass of unit vcjlume of the elastic solid, 





Th(i known forms in the elementary theory of spherical harmonics 
give immediately the development of this in a converging infinite 
series of solid harmonic terms. We have only then to apply the 
solution of §§ 45, 46 to each term, to obtain a series expressing the 
required solution. 


50. We may work out this result explicitly for the case in 
which both masses are very distant; and for simplicity wc shall 
suppose one of them infinitely more distant than the other; that 
is to say, we shall suppose it to exercise merely a constant balanc- 
ing force on the substance of the shell. Wc shall then have 
precisely the same bodily disturbing force as that which the 
earth experiences from the moon alone, or from the sun alone. 

51. Referring to the diagram and notation of § 49, we have 

D c \ c c* j 

within it. The effect will clearly be to keep the whole shell sensibly in equilibrium 
even if the attracting point is excentric; and under stress even if the attracting 
point is in the centre. 
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if we neglect higher powers of xjc, yjc, zjc than the square ; and 


U 



neglecting all higher powers of xjc, yjc, zjc. Hence, taking account 
of the relation mjc* = m/c^ required for e([uilibrium, we have, for 
the disturbance potential, 


ail irrelevant constant being omitted from the expression which 
§ 49 would give. This being a harmonic of the second degree, we 
may use it for putting i = l in the formulae of § 47, and thus 
solve the problem of finding the deformation of a homogeneous 
spherical shell under the influence of a distant attracting mass 
and a uniform balancing force. I hope, in a future communication 
to the Royal Society, to show the application of this result to 
the case of the lunar and solar influence on a body such as the 
earth is assumed to be by many geologists—that is to say, a solid 
crust, constituting a spheroidal shell, of some thickness less than 
100 miles, with its interior filled with liquid. The untenability 
of this hypothesis is, however, sufficiently demonstrated by the 
considerations adduced in a previous communication [Art. xcv. 
above “On the Rigidity of the Earth,''] read May 8, 1862, in 
which the following explicit solution of the problem for a homo- 
geneous solid sphere only is used. 


52. Using the expression of § 51 for we have 
dW^ ,m 

= - 2 -3 XIV, 

dx & 

dW^ m 




d{ W.,r~=) _ m (a;’ - -J?/ - x 
dx^ “ + 


d ( , o “ ... 

dy c’ r-' ’ 

d(W.x-’^) _ m(2ii!‘-^y^-},/)z 

dz' “ O'*' r-'' ' 


... ( 8 . 5 ), 
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These formulae being substituted for the differential coefficients 
which appear in (84?), we have algebraic expressions for the dis- 
placement of any point of the solid. 

The condition of the body being symmetrical about the axis 
of X*, we may conveniently assume 

2 / = ycos^, ^ = ysin^, 

+ = 

so that we shall have (as we see by the preceding expressions) 

= /i cos (f), 

7 = sill (f>i 

ami fi will denote the component displacement perpendicular to 
OX, If, further, we assume 

00 = r cos 0, 


y = r sin 6, 


the expressions (84?) for the component displacements, with (85) 
used in them, give 


a = 

/x = 


IV ^ |- + 1 (5 cos‘^ 9 - 3)| cos 0, 

w I -h ^4* (5 cos’*^ ~ 1 )| sin 0 


(«()). 


The values given in (84*) for and OBJ are to be used for any 
internal point, at a distance r from the centre, in these equations 
(8(5), and thus we have the simplest possible expression for the 
reipiired displacement of any point of the solid. 


53. If we resolve the displacement along and perpendicular 
to the radius, and consider only the radial component, we see 
that the series of concentric spherical surfaces of the undisturbed 
globe become spheroids of revolution in the distorted body. The 
elongation of the axial radius, obtained by putting 0 = 0 and 
taking the value of a, is double the shortening of the equatorial 
radius, obtained by putting 0=^7r and taking the value of fi] 
which we might have inferred from the fact, shown by the general 
equations (80) above, that there can be no alteration of volume 
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on the whole within any one of these surfaces. The expression 
for the excess of the axial above the equatorial radius is 






which, if we substitute for ® ^ and their values by (84), becomes 

m 2 {4m — u) a* — {S7n — n) 

' ^ c® 2« (19//i — bn) 

m *5 

If ill this we take r = a, and m = oc , it becomes 3w; -• . « . ^ . ?**, 

c® 2.19n 

which is the result used in § 34 of the paper “ ( )n the Rigidity of 
the Earth,” preceding the present [Art. xcv. above]. 


54. In the case of a = 0, the result of § 18 takes the ex- 
tremely simple form 

^ ^ I H" Cl r . /in.* -I \ . . . / * 1 \1 


( ^\aj 2d[n{2i— l) + m{i — l)] dx 

rf=vii^ /'’■V+ 

^ t W ^ 2a' [n {2i ~ 1) + m(i ~ 1)] dy 


(7.. iU 


where 


f • • •(«7). 

2a'' [/i {2i - 1) -f m{i — 1 )] dz J ’ 


dx dy dz 


This expresses the displacement at any point within a solid sphere 
of radius a, when its surface is displaced in a given manner 
^Bi, %Ci). And merely by making i negative we have, in the 
same formula, the solution of the same problem for an infinite 
solid with a hollow spherical space every point of the surface of 
which is displaced to a given distance in a given direction. These 
solutions arc obtained directly, with great ease, by the method of 
§§ 6 — 15, or are easily proved by direct verification, without any 
of the intricacy of analysis inevitable when, as in the general 
investigations with which we commenced, a shell bounded by two 
concentric spherical surfaces is the subject. 
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[Added «iiicc the rciuliiig of the Pa^Kir.] 


§§ o.j to 58. Oscillations of a Liqnid Sphere. 


55. Lot V 1)0 tli(j gravitation potential at any point P{x,y,z), 
and h tlio heiglit of tli(3 surface (or radial component of its dis- 
placement) from the mean .spherical surface at a point E in the 
raditiH through P. Then, if 

+ ( 88 ) 


he th(; (jxpressicjM for h in terms of spherical surface harmonic 
function.s of tlui position of IC, and if p be the attraction on the 
unit of mass exercised by a partich* efjual in mass to the unit 
ludk of the licpiid, W(^ have, by the known methods for finding 
the attractions of bodies infinitely nearly spherical (Thomson and 
Taits Natural Philosophy, Part ll., chap, vi.), 


-Ai] 


P =r 4>7rap 

In these 


. V > 

•isTTpa = n]y . 


en /• < a, 

r > a, 

r = a 


.. («<)). 




if ff di'uote the force of gravity at the surface, due to the mean 
sphere of radius a. 


5(>. Now for infinitely small motions the ordinary kinetic 
eipiations give 

dj' ^ \</< du' / ’ dy ^ \dt (/y / dz ^\dt dz ) 

(01): 

where p is the miuss per unit of volume ; u, w the compontuit 
velocities through the fixed point P at time t \ and p the fluid 
prcwssure. Hence, possible non-pericxHc motions being omitted. 
tidu* vdy ivdz is a complete differential; and, denoting it by 
dif>, wo have 
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57. To find the surface conditions,— first, since the pri'ssure 
has a constant value, 11, at the free surface, 

p — gph + n when r = o (J)3), 

the variations of gravity depending on the variations of figure 
being of course neglected in the infinitely small term yph. And, 

since is the radial component of the velocity at Ts, we have, 

when ?’ = a, 



r ax r aij r dz dt 

Now since, the fluid being incompressible, = ^ be 

expanded in a series of solid harmonic functions ; lot 



where are surface harmonics. Hence, as the successive 

terms are homogeneous functions of tin* c«)(>rdinates (.r, //, j), of 
degrees 1, 2, &c , 

(!)G), 

r ax r ay r dz r \a/ 
and tliereforo, by (8S) and (1)1*), 

0)7). 

dt a 

58. Eliminating between (1)2) with ?* = rz and (03), Hul)sti- 

dS' 

tuting for V by (80) and (90), differentiating, substituting for 
hy (07), and comparing harmonic terms of order i, we liave 

"'<■(' 

of which the integral is 

(!)»). 

Here A is a surface spherical harmonic function of t he coordinates 
of E expressing the maximum vahu* of <!>,, and E is the epoch 
(Thomson ami Tait's Nntarul Phlhmiphy , Part I. § 5#3) of tlie 
T. III. 25 
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simple harmonic function of the time which we find to represent 
Using this solution in (97) and (88), we see that if the surface 
be normally displaced according to a spherical harmonic of order 
i, and left to itself, the resulting motion gives rise to a simple 
harmonic variation of the normal displacement, having for period 


27r 




2i + 1 


ff 2i{i - 1) ’ 


that is, the period of a common pendulum of length • 

It is worthy of remark that the period of vibration thus calculated 
is the same for the same density of liquid, whatever be the 
dimensions of the globe. 


For the case of i = 2, or an ellipsoidal deformation, the length 
of the isochronous pendulum becomes §a, or one and a quarter 
times the earth’s radius, for a homogeneous liquid globe of the 
same mass and diameter as the earth ; and therefore for this case, 
or for any homogeneous liquid globe of about 5^ times the density 
of water, the half-period is 47'“ 12®, which is the result stated in 
§ 3 of the paper “ On the Rigidity of the Earth ”, preceding the 
present (Art. xcv. above). 


Appendix, §§ 59 — 71 . — General Theory of the Equilibrium of an 

Elastic Solid, 

59. Let a solid composed of matter fulfilling no condition of 
isotropy in any part, and not homogeneous from part to part, be 
given of any shape, unstrained, and let every point of its surface 
be altered in position to a given distance in a given direction. It 
is required to find the displacement of every point of its substance 
in equilibrium. Let x, y, z be the coordinates of any particle, P, 
of the substance in its undisturbed position, and «-ha, y + /8, ^ + 7 
its coordinates when displaced in the manner specified ; that is 
to say, let a, /J, 7 be the components of the required displacement. 
Then, if for brevity we put 
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a = 

6 = 


c = 


4 . 4 . 1 ^ 4 . 4 . 1 ^ 

dy dz ^ / dz dy ^ / ’ 

^ 4.1^ 4.-'®^4. /'^4.l'\^ 

dz \dx dzdx^ \dz jdx' 

\dx J dy dx \dy J dx dy 


( 100 ); 


these six quantities A, B, (7, a, 6, c, as is known*, thoroughly 
determine the strain experienced by the substance infinitely near 
the particle P (irrespectively of any rotation it may experience) 
in the following manner : — 

60. Let f, t;, f be the undisturbed coordinates of a particle 
infinitely near P, relatively to axes through P parallel to those 
of Xy y, z respectively ; and let f,, be the coordinates, relative 
still to axes through P, when the solid is in its strained condition. 
Then 

V + v! ^ + a?* q- 2a9;r + 26?! + 2cfr7 . . .(101) ; 

and therefore all particles which in the strained state lie on a 
spherical surface 

are, in the unstrained state, on the ellipsoidal surface, 

Brf + 2arj^ 4- 26?? + 2c^ = 

This, as is well known "f*, completely defines the homogeneous 
strain of the matter in the neighbourhood of P. 


61. Hence the thermo-dynamic principles by which, in a 
paper ‘'On the Thermo-elastic Properties of Matter” in the first 
Number of the Quarterly Mathematical Journal (April 1855), 
[Art. i^LViii., Part VII. above ; Vol. I. p. 291], Green’s dynamical 
theory of elastic solids was demonstrated as part of the modem 

* Thomson and Tait's Natural Philosophy^ Part i. § 190 (e) and § 181 (5). 
t Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy, Part i. §§ 165 — 166. See Art. xcii. 
above. 


25—2 
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dynamical theory of heat, show that if w.dxdydz denote the 
work required to alter an infinitely small undisturbed volume, 
dxdydzt of the solid, into its disturbed condition, when its tem- 
perature is kept constant, we must have 

w =/U, B,C,a,b,c) (102), 

where / denotes a positive function of the six elements, which 
vanishes when -4 — 1, £ - 1, (7 — 1, a, 6, c each vanish. And if W 
denote the whole work required to produce the change actually 
experienced by the whole solid, we have 

W^jjjwdxdydz (103), 

where the triple integral is extended through the space occupied 
by the undisturbed solid. 


62. The position assumed by every particle in the interior of 
the solid will bo such as to make this a minimum, subject to the 
condition that every particle of the surface takes the position 
given to it, this being the elementary condition of stable equi- 
librium. Hence, by the method of variation, 

SW — jjjBivdxdydz — 0 (104). 


But, exhibiting only terms depending on 8a, we have 


dw fda 



dw da 

dw 

doL 

dSoL 

dA \dx 

+ 1 


dh dz 

^ dc 

dy 

dx 

dw doL 

dw 

da 

dw 1 

<da 


dhi 

dBdy 

da 

dz 

+ dc ( 

\^dx 

V} 

dy 

dwdoL 

dw 

da 

dw 1 

'da 




da 

dy 

^lb\ 

Cdx ^ 

')} 

dz 


-h &c. 

Hence, integrating by parts, and observing that 8a, 8;S, 87 vanish 
at the limiting surface, we have 

+ + ... (105), 


where for brevity P, Q, R denote the factors of dSujdXy dSci/dy, 
dSoildz respectively, in the preceding expression. In order that 
BW may vanish, the factors of Sa, 8/9, By in the expression now 
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found for it must each vanish ; and hence we have, as the equa- 
tions of equilibrium, 

d f ^ dw fdoL , i \ 1 

dx\ dA \dx ^ dh dz^ dc dy) 

d ( dw doL dw , -i M 

^ dy I dB dy^ da dz ^ dc \d;z? ^ j ] 

d [i^dw ^ dw 1 ^ 

dz\ dC dz da dy ^ db Vd^ / ] 

&c., &c. 

of whicli the second and third, not exhibited, may be written 
down merely by attending to the symmetry. 

63. From the property of w that it is necessarily positive 
when there is any strain, it follows that there must be some 
distribution of strain through the interior which shall make 
jjj'wdxdydz the least possible^ subject to the prescribed surface 
condition, and therefore that the solution of equations (106), sub- 
ject to this condition, is possible. If, whatever be the nature of 
the solid as to difference of elasticity in different directions in 
any part, and as to heterogencousness from part to part, and 
whatever be the extent of the change of form and dimensions 
to which it is subjected, there cannot be any internal configuration 
of unstable equilibrium, or consequently any but one of stable 
equilibrium, with the prescribed surface displacement and no dis- 
turbing force on the interior, then, besides being always positive, 
w must be such a function of A, B, &c. that there can be only one 
solution of the equations. This is obviously the case when the 
unstrained solid is homogeneous. 

64. It is easy to include, in a general investigation similar to 
the preceding, the effects of any force on the interior substance, 
such as we have considered particularly for a spherical shell, of 
homogeneous isotropic matter, in g§ 35 — 46 above. It is also easy 
to adapt the general investigation to superficial data of force, 
instead of displacement. 

65. Whatever be the general form of the function / for any 
part of the substance, since it is always positive it cannot change 
in sign when A — 1, B — G — 1, a,b, c have their signs changed ; 
and therefore for infinitely small values of these quantities it 
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must be a homogeneous quadratic function of them with constant 
coefficients. (And it may be useful to observe that for all values 
of the variables J , B, &c., it must therefore be expressible in the 
same form, with varying coefficients, each of which is always 
finite, for all values of the variables.) Thus, for infinitely small 
strains, we have Greenes theory of elastic solids, founded on a 
homogeneous quadratic function of the components of strain, ex- 
pressing the work required to produce it. Putting 

A-l = 2c, £-1 = 2/, (7-l = 2</ (107), 

and denoting by H//)> ••• Ihe co- 

efficients, we have 

y = J {(e, e) + (//)/* + (^r, ff)f + (a, a) a* + (6, b) 6* + (c, c) c'} ' 

+ (^>/)^/ + («> + («» (^) ea + (e, b)eb -f (e, c)ec 

+ (/> 9)f9 + (/ “)/« + (/. + (/. o)fc 

^{g,a)ga-\-{g,h)gh + {g,c)gc ^ ‘ 

+ (a, h) ah + (a, c) ac 
+ (6, c) he . 

The one essential condition among the coefficients is that w is 
necessarily positive, i.c. reducible to six squares with each a positive 
or zero coefficient. The twenty-one coefficients in this expression 
constitute the twenty-one coefficients of elasticity, which Green 
first showed to be proper and essential for a complete theory of 
the dynamics of an elastic solid subjected to infinitely small strains. 
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which are the equations of interior equilibrium. Attending to (108) 
we see that dwjde ... dw/da... are linear functions of e,/, g, a, b, c 
the components of strain. Writing out one of them as an example, 
we have 
dw 


de 


= (c, e)e + (e,/)/+ (e, g) g + (e, a)a + (c, 6) 6 + (e, c) c. . .(1 10). 


And a, A y denoting, as before, the component displacements of 
any interior particle, P, from its undisturbed position (a;, y, z), we 
have, by (107) and (100), 


da . dfi 
, /== 


dy 


du dxJ 


.( 111 ). 


dx' ■' dy' 

d^ ^ 

dz^ dy' dx^ dz’ '' dy ' dx 
It is to be observed that the coefficients (e, e) (e, /), &c. will be in 
general functions of (x, y, z), but will be each constant when the 
unstrained solid is homogeneous. 

67. It is now easy to prove directly, for the case of infinitely 
small strains, that the solution of the equations of interior equili- 
brium, whether for a heterogeneous or a homogeneous solid, subject 
to the prescribed surface condition, is unique. For let a, y be 
components of displacement fulfilling the equations, and let a', 
l 3 \ y denote any other functions of {x, y, z) having the same 
surface values as a, /8, 7, and let e', denote functions 
depending on them in the same way as e, /, ..., w depend on 
a, )8, 7. Thus, by Taylor’s theorem. 


, dw . , 
w — -m; = (e — ( 


dw , .. dw . , . 


I r.' 




where H denotes the same homogeneous quadratic function of 
e' — e, &c. that w is of e, &c. If for e — e, &c. we substitute their 
values by (111), this becomes 

^ + * '*(“;-») + * K-jO + to, + a 

de dx do dz do dy 
Multiplying by dxdydz, integrating by parts, observing that a'— a, 
/9, 7'— y vanish at the bounding surface, and taking account 
of (109), we find simply 

JfJ{w'— w) dxdydz ^ffJHdxdydz (112). 
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But H is essentially positive. Therefore every other interior con- 
dition than that specified by (a, 7), provided only it has the 

same bounding surface, requires a greater amount of work than 
w to produce it : and the excess is equal to the work that would 
be required to produce, from a state of no displacement, such a 
displacement as superimposed on (a, /8, 7) would produce the other. 
And inasmuch as {a, yS, 7) fulfil only the conditions of satisfying 
(110) and having the given surface values, it follows that no other 
than one solution can fulfil these conditions. 

68 . But (as has been remarked by Professor Stokes to the 
autlior) when the surface data are of force, not of displacement, 
or when force acts from without, on the interior substance of the 
body, the solution is not in general unique, and there may be 
configurations of unstable equilibrium, even with infinitely small 
displacement. For instance, let part of the body be composed of 
a steel bar magnet ; and let a magnet be held outside in the same 
line, and with a pole of the same name in its end nearest to one 
end of the inner magnet. The equilibrium will be unstable, and 
there will be positions of stable eciuilibrium with the inner bar 
slightly inclined to the lino of the outer bar, unless the rigidity of 
the rest of the body exceed a certain limit. 

69. Recurring to the general problem, in which the strains 
are not supposed infinitely small, we see that, if the solid is 
isotropic in every part, the function of A, B, (7, a, 6, c which 
expresses must be merely a function of the roots of the equation* 

{A - - K"){G - D - a* (A - n - ^ 

+ 2a6c = 0...(113) 

which (that is the positive values of f) are the ratios of elongation 
along the principal axes of the strain-ellipsoid. It is unnecessary 
here to enter on the analytical expression of this condition. For 
the case of A — 1, JB - 1, C ~ 1, a, 6, c, each infinitely small, it 
obviously requires that 

(e,e)=(//) = {g,g ) ; {f,g)=(g,e)==iej)-, {a,a)={b,b)={c,c);' 

{e, a) = {/, b) = {g, c) = 0; {b,c) = (c, a) = («, 6) = 0 ; 

and 

(e, b) = {e, c) = (/, c) = {/, a)=^{g,a} = (g, b) = 0 J 

* Thomson and Tait's Natural Philosaphy^ Part i. § 181 (11). See Art. xcn. pp. 
U5, above. 
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Thus the twenty-one coefficients are reduced to three — 

(Sy e)y which we may denote by the single letter 
» » >> » 

(ci, a), ,, „ „ ), u. 

It is clear that this is necessary and sufficient for ensuring cubic 
isotropy — that is to say, perfect equality of elastic properties with 
reference to the three rectangular directions OX, OY, OZ, But 
for spherical isotropy, or complete isotropy with reference to all 
directions through the substance, it is further necessary that 

a-53 = 27i (115), 

as is easily proved analytically by turning two of the axes of co- 
ordinates in their own plane through 45’; or geometrically by 
examining the nature of the strain represented by any one of the 
elements a, b, c (a "simple shear”) and comparing it with the 
resultant of c, and /= — e (which is also a simple shear). It is 
convenient now to put 

iE + 33 = 2m ; so that ^ — vi + n, 33 = 7/i — n (1 l(J) ; 

and thus the expression for the potential energy per unit of volume 
becomes 

2w={m+n){e^-\'f^+g^)+2(7u-n)(fg+gh+ef)+n(a^+b'^’^c^) 

(117). 

Using this in (108), and substituting for e,/, g, a, by c their values 
by (111), we find immediately, for the equations of internal equi- 
librium, equations the same as (1) of § 2. 


70. To find the mutual force exerted across any surface within 
the solid, as expressed by (26) of § 22, we have clearly, by con- 
sidering the work done respectively by P, Q, R, 8, T, U (§21) on 
any infinitely small change of figure or dimensions in the solid, 

dw 

dg^ db^ 

Hence, for an isotropic solid, (117) gives the expression (25) of 
§21, \^hich we have used above. 








71. To interpret the coefficients m and n in connexion with 
elementary ideas as to the elasticity of the solid ; first let 
a = 6 = c=0, and e=f=g — ^S; 

in other words, let the substance experience a uniform dilatation, 
in all directions, producing an expansion of volume from 1 to 
1 -h S. In this case (117) becomes 
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and we have 

Hence (m. — is the normal force per unit area of its surface 
required to keep any portion of the solid expanded to the amount 
specified by 8. Thus (m — ^n) measures the elastic force called 
out by, or the elastic resistance against, change of volume: and 
viewed as a coefficient of elasticityy it may be called the elasticity 
of volume. What is commonly called the “compressibility” is 
measured by l/(m — ^w.). 

And let next e = /= g = b = c — 0; which gives 
w = and, by (118), 8 = na, 

This shows that the tangential force per unit area required to 
produce an infinitely small shear*, amounting to a, is na. Hence 
n measures the innate power with which the body resists change 
of shape, and returns to its original shape when force has been 
applied to change it; that is to say, it measures the rigidity of 
the substance. 


[Note added, December 1863.] 

Since this paper was communicated to the Royal Society, the 
author has found that the solution of the most difficult of the 
problems dealt with in it, which is the determination of the effect 
produced on a spherical shell by a prescribed application of force 
to its outer and inner surfaces, had previously been given by 
Lame in a paper published in Liouirilles Journal for 1854, under 
the title “ Mdmoire sur TEquilibre T^lasticit^ des enveloppes 
sphdriques.” In the same paper Lamd shows how to take into 
account the effect of internal force, but does not solve the problem 
thus presented except for the simple cases of uniform gravity and 
of centrifugal force. The form in which analysis has been applied 
in the present paper is very different from that chosen by Lamd 
(who uses throughout polar coordinates); but the principles are 
essentially the same, being merely those of spherical harmonic 
analysis, applied to problems presenting peculiar and novel diffi- 
culties, 

* Thomson and Tait's Natural Philosophy y Part i. § 171 [Art. xcii. § 44 above]. 
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§ 1. The scientific world is practically unanimous in believing 
that all tangible or palpable matter, molar matter as we may 
call it, consists of groups of mutually interacting atoms or mole- 
cules. This molecular constitution of matter is essentially a 
deviation from homogeneousness of substance, and apparent homo- 
geneousness of molar matter can only be homogeneousness in the 
aggregate. “ A body is called homogeneous when any two equal 
and similar parts of it, with corresponding lines parallel and turned 
towards the same parts, are undistinguishable from one another 
by any difference in quality*.” I now add that unless the ‘‘ part ” 
of the body referred to consists of an enormously great number of 
molecules, this statement is essentially the definition of crystalline 
structure. It is, indeed, very difficult to imagine equilibrium, 
static or kinetic, in an irregular random crowd of molecules. 
Such a crowd might be a liquid, — I can scarcely see how it could 
be a solid. It seems, therefore, that a homogeneous isotropic 
solid is but an isotropically macled crystal ; that is to say, a solid 
composed of crystalline portions having their crystalline axes or 
lines of symmetry distributed with random equality in all direc- 
tions. The proved highly perfect optical isotropy of the glass of 
object-glasses of great refracting telescopes, and of good glass 
prisms, seems to demonstrate that the ultimate molecular structure 
is fine-grained enough to let there be homogeneous crystalline 
portions, which contain very Jarge numbers of molecules while 
their extent throughout space is very small in comparison with 
the wave-length of light. 

§ 2. An ideal skeleton or framework for a homogeneous as- 
semblage of bodies, or of material systems of any kind, or of 
qualities or properties of any kind, distributed periodically 
throughout space, is defined and explained in § 4*5 (a) to {j ) 

* Thomson and Tait’s Treatise on Natural Philosophy, new edition, Vol. i. 
Part n. §§ 676 — 678; or Elements of Natural Philosophy, §§ 646 — 649 [Art. xoii. 

§ 38 above]. 
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below, substantially taken from Bravais’ doctrine of homogene- 
ous assemblages, which we may look upon as the grammar of 
molecular construction. 

Space-Periodic Partitioning (§§ 3 — 13). 

§ 3. Given a homogeneous assemblage of points : let it be 
recjuired to partition all space accordingly. The thing to be done is 
concisely defined in the second sentence of § 6 below. 

§ 4. The problem is clearly indeterminate. Here is a solution 
which has obvious relation to Brewsters kaleidoscope and the 
corresponding doctrine of electric images, and which may be im- 
portant in respect to Vortex Theory for a crystal or ether. From 
P, a point of the given assemblage, draw a line, PN, of any length 
in any direction, provided only that N is not a point of the as- 
semblage of P’s. Do the same relatively to every other of the 
P-assemblagc. We thus have a homogeneous assemblage of 
double points, PN, Let Q be any point in space, and let S de- 
note summation for all the PW’s. Let ^ (P) be a function which 
decreases as D increases from 0 to oo . The equation 

S[.^(OP)-<^(Qi\r)] = o. 

expresses a locus for Q which partitions space periodically, and 
divides each periodic portion into two cells containing respectively 
an N and a P. Every cell containing an W is a parallel pervert 
(footnote on § 45 a below) of every cell containing a P. That this 
is true we see by drawing any straight line to equal distances in 
opposite directions through the point midway between N and P. 
Its ends are similarly related, one of them to all the W’s ; the other 
to all the P’s. 

§ 5. Here is a perfectly general solution. Around any one 
of the points P describe a closed surface S, of which the greatest 
distance from P is less than that of P’s nearest neighbour. De- 
scribe an equal, homochirally similar, and same-ways oriented 
surface around every other point P. None of these surfaces cuts 
or touches any other. Expand all of them simultaneously, equally, 
and without altering shape or orientation, till one of them touches 
another. All corresponding pairs of the surfaces touch simul- 
taneously at corresponding points. Continue the expansion, 
annulling in each case the mutually enclosed portions of the 
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expanding surfaces, and substituting the portion of fixed surface 
traced, or left behind, by the expanding line of mutual intersec- 
tion. This portion of surface we shall call (after my brother, 
Professor James Thomson) an interface. Follow the same rule 
when another, another, and another contact takes places. When 
the borders of two of the growing interfaces thus traced meet 
and begin to intersect, annul their projecting portions, so that 
the intersection and what is left of the expansion of* its previous 
border now constitute the boundary of the interface. Continue 
the process until fresh growing intersections of interfaces are 
formed, and the ends of these growing intersections meet, and at 
last nothing is left of the expanded original surfaces, and therefore 
nothing of space is left unenclosed by the cells — polyhedrons of 
interfaces — thus constructed. 

§ 6. The interfaces formed in § 5 are generally curved, but 
as we shall see (§ 7), may be plane, and are so in particular cases 
of special interest. In every case each cell contains one, and 
only one, of the P's ; there is no interstitial space between 
them ; they are all equal, homochirally similar, and con-orien- 
tational. 

§ 7. If the initiating surface, of § 5 is a polyhedron of plane 
facets, the periodic partition to which it leads is in polyhedrons of 
plane facets. So it is also if the initiating surface is any ellipsoid 
with P for centre. 

§ 8. Let be a sphere. The partitional polyhedron, to which 
it leads, is the dodekahedron obtained by drawing planes through 
the middle points of the lines between P and its twelve next- 
neighbours, perpendicular to these lines. 

§ 9. US is an ellipsoid similar to and con-orientational with 
that determined in § 47 below, the partitional polyhedron to which 
it leads is the rhomboidal dodekahedron to which the rhombic 
dodekahedron of § 21 below is converted by the homogeneous 
strain of §46. In this case the whole number of contacts of the 
expanding surfaces (§ 5) is twelve, and they all take place simul- 
taneously. 

§ 10. If the assemblage becomes equilateral, the partitional 
dodekahedrons of §§ 8, 9 become, each of them, the rhombic dode- 
kahedron of § 21 . 
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§ 11. If aS is an ellipsoid, having conjugate diameters along 
lines from P to other three points of the assemblage, and of mag- 
nitudes proportional to the distances from P to the nearest points 
in these lines, the partitional polyhedron to which it leads is a 
parallelepiped. 

§ 12. If the three points chosen are nearest neighbours of P 
(§ 45 i below), we are led to the best conditioned (or least oblique) 
of all the infinity of parallelepipedal partitions possible. This is 
the most obvious and the best known of the periodic partitions of 
space. 

§ 13. Taking the parallelepipedal partitioning of § 11, let P 
be the farthest corner from P, so that PP is the longest diagonal 
of the parallelepiped. Let P-4, PP, PC be conterminous edges 
and -4'P', PP', CP' their opposites conterminous in P\ Draw 
the planes ABCy A'EC\ We thus divide the parallelepiped 
into three parts — an octohedron ABCA'B'C' \ and two tetra- 
hedrons, PABC, PA'BV\ which are parallel mutual perverts 
(footnote on § 45 a below). This grouping of eight points of a 
homogeneous assemblage is, as we shall see later, important in 
the dynamics of molecular structure, or at all events in Boscovich’s 
theory.* 

On Boscovich’s Theory (§§ 14 — 44 and §§ 62 — 71). 

§ 14. Without accepting Boscovichs fundamental doctrine 
that the ultimate atoms of matter are points endowed each with 
inertia and with mutual attractions or repulsions dependent on 
mutual distances, and that all the properties of matter are due 
to equilibrium of these forces, and to motions, or changes of 
motion, produced by them when they are not balanced ; we can 
learn something towards an understanding of the real molecular 
structure of matter, and of some of its thermodynamic properties, 
by consideration of the static and kinetic problems which it 
suggests. Hooke’s exhibition of the forms of crystals by piles 

* Theoria PhilosophisB Naturalis redacta ad unicam legem virium in natura 
existentium, auctore P. Rogerio Josepho Boscovich, Sooietatis Jesu, nunc ab ipso 
perpolita, et aucta, ac a plurimis prsBcendentium editionum mendis expurgata. 
Editio Veneta prima ipso auctore prcBsente, et corrigente. Venetiis, mdcclxiii. 
Ex Typographia Remondiniana superiorum permissu, ac privilegio. 
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of globe?, Navier s and Poisson's theory of the elasticity of solids, 
Maxwell's and Clausius* work in the kinetic theory of gases, and 
Tait's more recent work on the same subject — all developments of 
Boscovich's theory pure and simple — amply justify this statement. 

§ 15. Boscovich made it an essential in his theory that at the 
smallest distances there is repulsion, and at greater distances 
attraction ; ending with infinite repulsion at infinitely small dis- 
tance, and with attraction according to Newtonian law for all 
distances for which this law has been proved. He suggested 
numerous transitions from attraction to repulsion, which he 
illustrated graphically by a curve, — the celebrated Boscovich 
curve, — to explain cohesion, mutual pressure between bodies in 
contact, chemical affinity, and all possible properties of matter — 
except heat, which he regarded as a sulphureous essence or virtue. 
It seems now wonderful that, after so clearly stating his funda- 
mental postulate which included inertia, he did not see inter- 
molecular motion as a necessary consequence of it, and so discover 
the kinetic theory of heat for solids, liquids, and gases ; and that 
he only used his inertia of the atoms to explain the known pheno- 
mena of the inertia of palpable masses, or assemblages of very 
large numbers of atoms. 

§ 16. It is also wonderful how much towards explaining the 
crystallography and elasticity of solids, and the thermo-elastic 
properties of solids, liquids, and gases, we find without assuming 
more than one transition from attraction to repulsion. Suppose, 
for instance, the mutual force between two atoms to be zero for all 
distances exceeding a certain distance, /, which we shall call the 
radius of the sphere of influence ; to be repulsive when the distance 
between them is < zero when it is = S'; attractive when it 
is > f * and consider the equilibrium of groups of atoms under 
these conditions. 

A group of two would be in equilibrium at distance f; and 
only at this distance. This equilibrium is stable. 

A group of three would be in stable equilibrium at the corners 
of an equilateral triangle of sides f ; and only in this configuration. 
There is no other configuration of equilibrium except with the 
three in one line. There is one, and there may be more than one, 
configuration of unstable equilibrium, of the three atoms in one 
line. 
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§ 17. The only configuration of stable equilibrium of four 
atoms is at the corners of an equilateral tetrahedron of edges f. 
There is one, and there may be more than one, configuration of 
unstable equilibrium of each of the following descriptions: — 

(1) Three atoms at the corners of an equilateral triangle, and 
one at its centre. 

(2) The four atoms at the corners of a square. 

(3) The four atoms in one line. 

There is no other configuration of equilibrium of four atoms, 
subject to the conditions stated above as to mutual force. 

Important questions as to the equilibrium of groups of five, six, 
or greater finite numbers, of atoms occur, but must be deferred. 
The Boscovichian foundation for the elasticity of solids with no 
inter-molecular vibrations is the subject of §§ 62 — 71 below. A 
few preliminary remarks here may be useful. 

§ 18. Every infinite homogeneous assemblage* of Boscovich 
atoms is in equilibrium. So, therefore, is every finite homogeneous 
assemblage, provided that extraneous forces be applied to all with- 
in influential distance of the frontier, equal to the forces which a 
homogeneous continuation of the assemblage through influential 
distance beyond the frontier, would exert on them. The in- 
vestigation of these extraneous forces for any given homogeneous 
assemblage of single atoms — or of groups of atoms as explained 
below — constitutes the Boscovich equilibrium-theory of elastic 
solids. 

§ 19. To investigate the equilibrium of a homogeneous as- 
semblage of two or more atoms, imagine, in a homogeneous 
assemblage of groups of i atoms, all the atoms except one held 
fixed. This one experiences zero resultant force from all the 
points corresponding to itself in the whole assemblage, since it 
and they constitute a homogeneous assemblage of single points. 
Hence it must experience zero resultant force also from all the 
other i — 1 assemblages of single points. This condition, fulfilled 
for each one of the atoms of the compound molecule, clearly 

* Homogeneous assemblage of points, or of groups of points, or of bodies, or of 
systems of bodies,** is an expression which needs no definition, because it speaks for 
itself unambiguously. The geometrical subject of homogeneous assemblages is 

treated with perfect simplicity and generality by Bravais, in the Journal de VEcole 
Poly technique, tome xix., cahier xxxiii. pp. 1-128 (Paris, 1860). 
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suffices for the equilibrium of the assemblage, whether the 
constituent atoms of the compound molecule are similar or dis- 
similar. 

§ 20. When all the atoms are similar — that is to say, when 
the mutual force is the same for the same distance between 
every pair — it might be supposed that a homogeneous assem- 
blage, to be in equilibrium, must be of single points ; but this is 
not true, as we see synthetically, without reference to the 
question of stability, by the following examples of homogeneous 
assemblages of symmetrical groups of points, with the condition 
of equilibrium for each when the mutual forces act. 

§ 21. Preliminary , — Consider an equilateral* homogeneous 
assemblage of single points, 0, O', &c. Bisect every line between 
nearest neighbours by a plane perpendicular to it. These planes 
divide space into rhombic dodekahedrons. Let AfiA^, 

AfiA^^ AfiA^, be the diagonals through the eight trihedral 
angles of the dodekahedron inclosing 0, and let 2a be the length 
of each. Place atoms Qj, Qg, Qg, Qg, Qg, on these lines, 

at equal distances, r, from 0; and do likewise for every other 
point. O', 0", &c., of the infinite homogeneous assemblage. We 
thus have, around each point A, four atoms, Q, Q\ Q"\ con- 
tributed by the four dodekahedrons of which trihedral angles are 
contiguous in A, and fill the space around A, The distance of 
each of these atoms from A is a — r. 

§ 22. Suppose, now, r to be very small. Mutual repulsions 
of the atoms of the groups of eight around the points 0 will 
preponderate. But suppose a — r to be very small ; mutual repul- 
sions of the atoms of the groups of four around the points A will 
preponderate. Hence for some value of r between zero and a, 
there will be equilibrium. There may, according to the law of 
force, be more than one value of r between zero and a giving 
equilibrium ; but whatever be the law of force, there is one value 
of r giving stable equilibrium, supposing the atoms to be con- 
strained to the lines OA, and the distances r to be constrainedly 
equal. It is clear from the symmetries around 0 and around that 

* This means such an assemblage as that of the centres of equal globes piled 
homogeneously, as in the ordinary triangular-based, or square-based, or oblong- 
rectangle-based, pyramids of round shot, or of billiard-balls, 

T. Ill, 


26 
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neither of these constraints is necessary for mere equilibrium; 
but without them the equilibrium might be unstable. Thus we 
have found a homogeneous equilateral distribution of 8-atom groups 
in equilibrium. Similarly, by placing atoms on the three diagonals, 
BfiB^, BfiB^, through the six tetrahedral angles of the 
dodekahedron around 0, we find a homogeneous equilateral distri- 
bution of 6-atom groups in equilibrium. 

§ 23. Place, now, an atom at each point 0. The equilibrium 
will be disturbed in each case, but there will be equilibrium with 
a different value of r (still between zero and a). Thus we have 
9-atom groups and 7-atom groups. 

§ 24. Thus, in all, we have found homogeneous distributions 
of 6-atom, of 7-atom, of 8-atom, and of 9-atom groups, each in 
equilibrium. Without stopping to look for more complex groups, 
or for 5-atom or 4-atom groups, we find a homogeneous distribu- 
tion of 3-atom* groups in equilibrium by placing an atom at 
every point 0, and at each of the eight points J.j, A^, A^^ 

A^, A^, A^. There are four obvious ways of seeing this, found by 
choosing one or other of the four diagonals through trihedral 
angles referred to in § 21. Take, for example, AfiA^y and its 
congeners for all the dodekahedrons. These triplets include all 
the ^’s. (Compare § 25 below.) 

§ 25. Lastly, choosing A^, A^y A^, so that the angles AfiA^y 
AfiA^y AfiA^y are each obtuse t, we make a homogeneous assem- 
blage of 2- atom f groups in equilibrium by placing atoms at 0, 
A^y A^y A^y A^, There are four obvious ways (compare § 24 above) 
of seeing this as an assemblage of di-atomic groups, one of which 
is as follows : — Choose A^ and 0 as one pair. Through A,^y A^, A^y 
draw lines same-wards parallel to Afi and each equal to Afi. 
Their ends lie at the centres of neighbouring dodekahedrons, which 
pair with A^y A^y A^ respectively. 

§ 26. For the Boscovich theory of the elasticity of solids, the 
consideration of this homogeneous assemblage of double atoms is 

* This is the assemblage described in the footnote on § 69 below. 

t This also makes A^OA^, and A^OA^ each obtuse. Each of these six 

obtuse angles is equal to 180®-cos“^ (1/^)* 

X This is the assemblage described in § 69 below, and used in §§ 67, 68, 70. 
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very important. Remark that every 0 is at the centre of an equi- 
lateral tetrahedron of four and every A is at the centre of an 
equal and similar, but contrary-ways oriented, tetrahedron of O's. 
The corners of each of these tetrahedrons are respectively A, and 
three of its twelve nearest ^-neighbours; and 0 and three of its 
twelve nearest 0-neighbours. By aid of an illustrative model 
showing four of the one set of tetrahedrons with their corner 
atoms painted blue, and one tetrahedron of atoms in their centres 
painted red, the mathematical theory which had been communi- 
cated to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, was illustrated to Section 
A of the British Association at its recent meeting in Newcastle. 

§ 27. In this theory* it is shown that in an elastic solid 
constituted by a single homogeneous assemblage of Boscovich 
atoms, there are in general two different rigidities, w, and one 
bulk-modulus, k ; between which there is essentially the relation 

3^; = 3n 

whatever be the law of force. Here denotes what are called 
the diagonal rigidities, and n the facial rigidities relative to the 
primitive cube of § 53 below. By facial and diagonal rigidities 
relative to any given cube I mean rigidities defined in the usual 
manner one of them according to shearing parallel to any face 
of the cube, the other according to shearing in planes parallel to 
any plane-diagonal of the cube. 

§ 28. A remarkable result of my mathematical investigation 
is, that the facial rigidity, relatively to the primitive cube of § 52, 
is double the diagonal rigidity in the case in which each atom 
experiences force only from its twelve nearest neighbours. The 
law of force may be so adjusted as to make and in this 

case we have 3fc = bn, which is Poisson’s relation. . But no such 
relation is obligatory when the elastic solid consists of a homo- 
geneous assemblage of double, or triple, or multiple Boscovich 
atoms. On the contrary, any arbitrarily chosen values may be 
given to the bulk-modulus and to the rigidity, by proper adjust- 
ment of the law of force, even though we take nothing more 
complex than the homogeneous assemblage of double Boscovich 
atoms above described. 

* See §§ 62—71 below. 

t Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy, 2nded., Vol. i. Part ii. § 680; also 
reprint of Mathematical and Physical Papers, Vol. in. Art. xcii. Part i. 

26—2 
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Boscovichian Kinetic Theory of Crystals, Liquids, and Oases, 

§ 29. The most interesting and important part of the subject, 
the kinetic, must, for want of time, be but slightly touched in the 
present communication. I hope to enter on it more fully in a 
future communication to the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

§ 30. To avoid circumlocutions, I shall call any velocity mode- 
rate, which is comparable with the maximum velocity acquired by 
two atoms attracting one another from rest, at distance I, It is 
the velocity that in the circumstances each would have when their 
distance becomes diminished to When I speak of atoms or 
groups moving “rapidly,*’ I mean that the velocities are moderate 
as thus defined. 

§ 31. Let us consider what would follow if we had given at 
any time, scattered randomly but equably all through space, simple 
Boscovich atoms moving with velocities randomly equal in all 
directions. As we are supposing the masses of all the atoms 
equal, we may call the mass of each unity: thus for all the 
atoms in any part of space at any time, is the total of their kinetic 
energy. Both the number of atoms and their total energy we 
shall suppose to be equal in all very large equal volumes. 

§ 32. The result of a collision between two atoms is essentially 
the same as that of the collision of two equal balls supposed simply 
repellent at contact, as in the elementary kinetic theory of gases 
as worked out by Maxwell and Tait*; but the size of the balls 
that would give the same result depends, for each collision, very 
complexly on the law of force, and on the veloeities and lines of 
motion of the atoms before the collision. As long as there is no 
case of collision between more than two atoms, the average energy 
of the free atoms at any time, and the law of the distribution of 
energy among the multitude in their free paths between collisions, 
is not affected by this complication, and is the same as if the 
atoms were equal hard globes merely repellent at contact. It is 
only when the results of unequal distributions of density, of 
energy, or of components of momentum, are to be traced, and the 

* Maxwell, Philosophical Magazine, 1860, and Philosophical Transactions, 
1867 and 1878; Tait, “On the Foundations of the Kinetic Theory of Gases,” 
Trans, Boy, Sor, Edin., Vol. xxxiii., rend May 14 and Uecemher 6, 1886, and 
January 7, 1887. 
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laws of the relation of pressure to density, or of thermal con- 
duction, or of viscosity are to be investigated, that we can take 
into account the law of force, and can find differences from what 
the results would be if we had merely the hard equal balls to deal 
with. 

§ 33. But now suppose, while two atoms are in collision, a 
third to come within their influential distance, so that throe shall 
be in collision at the same time. All three inay go clear, or two 
of them may remain in collision, or in other words, fall into 
combination, and one go free. It is scarcely possible that all three 
can remain in collision — that is to say, can combine. It will cer- 
tainly be a very rare incident that they remain for any considerable 
time in collision ; but I cannot prove that the case may not occur 
in which none will go free, and the three will remain in combi- 
nation. 

§ 34. If the initially-given velocities are very great, the general 
result, even of triple collisions, will be to leave the individual 
atoms free. The comparatively rare double atoms resulting from 
triple collisions, and the still rarer triplets, will be liable to bo 
separated again into single atoms by all fresh collisions. This is 
the case of a perfect monatomic gas, at a temperature much higher 
than the Andrews' critical point. 

§ 35. But if the originally-given velocity be exceedingly small, 
the result of exceedingly nearly every triple collision will be to 
form a combination of at least two of the three colliding atoms. 
Immediately after the collision by which it was formed, each 
doublet will generally have considerable relative motion of its two 
atoms; that is to say, the two will describe orbits round their 
common centre of inertia : or, in the extreme case of no moment 
of momentum round this point, they will oscillate relatively to 
their centre of inertia to and fro in a straight line ; the centre of 
inertia itself generally having a considerable velocity. Still sup- 
posing the average velocities of the free atoms to be very, small, 
and their number to be very great in comparison with that of the 
double atoms, we now see that the general effect of the collisions 
between double and single atoms must be to diminish the energies 
of the relative and absolute motions of the constituents of the 
doublets, and so reduce the doublets more and more nearly to 
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the condition of pairs of atoms in relative equilibrium (§16 above), 
at distance f asunder, with centre of inertia of each pair moving 
very slowly through space. 

§ 36. But now consider the effect of a collision between two 
doublets each with little or no intestine commotion before the 
collision, and with its centre of inertia moving very slowly through 
space. The case in which the same description would be appli- 
cable to the four atoms after the collision, whether in the same 
pairs or in interchanged pairs, would be exceedingly rare. So also 
would be the case of the four atoms remaining combined. The 
result in exceedingly nearly every case would be a triplet with con- 
siderable intestine commotion, and its centre of inertia moving 
rapidly through space, and a single atom moving rapidly through 
space. The general tendency of subsequent collisions between these 
rapidly-moving triplets and single atoms, with the multitude of 
slowly-moving single atoms throughout space, would be to diminish 
the energy of the intestine commotions of the triplets, and of the 
motions of the centres of inertia, both of the triplets and of the 
single atoms, reducing each triplet to very nearly the condition of 
equilibrium (§16 above) at the corners of an equilateral triangle 
of side f with a slow translatory motion through space. 

§ 37. By similar dynamical considerations we see that the 
general tendency of collisions between doublets and triplets, or 
between triplets and triplets, must be to form quartets, quintets, 
and sextets of atoms ; and that when such groups, carrying away 
large kinetic energies from the generative collisions, subsequently 
collide with slowly-moving single atoms, the general tendency 
must be to diminish their kinetic energies, and reduce them 
more and more nearly to groups in one or other configuration of 
equilibrium, with slow motion of their centres of inertia through 
space, 

§ 38. But now consider a collision between a slowly-moving 
triplet or quartet or more-multiple group, and a slowly-moving 
single atom. Even with the triplet the case will not be rare in 
which the single atom will remain in combination, and the result 
yielded be a quartet having considerable intestine commotion, and 
moving slowly through space. In collisions between a quartet 
and a single atom, the case will be relatively less rare, and with a 
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quintet and single atom, still less rare for a single atom to remain 
in combination, and form a quintet or a sextet. 

§ 39. If groups of large numbers of atoms in equilibrium, or 
slowly vibrating, have been thus formed, or are given ready 
formed, with single atoms slowly moving in the space all around 
them, each single atom colliding with a group will very frequently 
remain in the group ; and in virtue of the exhaustion of potential 
energy thus effected the vibrational energy of the group will be 
slightly augmented. But in not rare cases either the single atom 
which collided, or one of the atoms of the group in the neighbour- 
hood of the collision, will be driven off, and generally with much 
greater velocity than the colliding atom had before the collision. 
Thus the average kinetic energy of vibration per atom of the 
group may be kept constant, while the group is gaining by the 
accession to it of more and more single atoms from without. But 
the exhaustion of potential energy due to the greater number 
falling into, than being thrown out from, the group would cause 
an augmentation of kinetic energy in the surrounding atmosphere 
of free atoms. To obviate this, let the atmosphere around the 
group be contained in a finite closed vessel, which, when left to 
itself, repels each atom that comes near enough to it, and sends it 
back inwards with unchanged energy. Now let portions of this 
bounding surface be movable, and let them be so moved by proper 
external appliances, that work shall be done upon them by the 
impinging atoms to just such a degree as to keep the average 
kinetic energy of the free atoms constant. We have thus a 
Boscovichian realization of a crystal of ice (hoar-frost) or other 
substance growing by condensation of a surrounding atmosphere 
of the same substance. The process in nature requires the ab- 
straction of what is called the latent heat of the vapour to allow 
it to condense. This in our Boscovichian system is performed by 
the arrangement for letting work be done outwards by the moving 
parts of the boundary. 

§ 40. Even if there were no surrounding atmosphere of single 
moving atoms, our group, unless quite free from intestine com- 
motion, would occasionally throw oJS an atom in virtue of the 
chance concurrence of different sets of component vibrations at 
some of the outlying atoms. Now let there be just enough of 
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atoms moving about in the space around the group to cause as 
many fallings-in as throwings-out of atoms, and with just enough 
of kinetic energy to neither gain nor lose energy in the sur- 
rounding atmosphere through these changes. This will also 
cause the average kinetic energy of the group to remain constant. 
Thus we have a crystal surrounded by an atmosphere of vapour 
at its own temperature, and at the proper temperature to 
cause neither condensation of the vapour nor evaporation of the 
solid. 

§ 41. Now by somehow applying force to the atoms of the 
group increase their vibrational energy. We must, bjuntroducing 
atoms from the boundary, increase the density of the atmosphere 
around it to cause as many atoms to enter the group as are 
thrown oif from it. Continue this process until the inter-atomic 
oscillations in the group become so great that the atoms begin 
to pass from one configuration of equilibrium to another, and 
back ; as, for instance, the two configurations of § 46 (footnote) 
below. The group may still retain its form as a solid, and some- 
thing of its rigidity as a solid. 

§ 42. Now reverse the operations at the boundary so as to 
diminish the inter-atomic oscillatory energy of the group. The 
atoms may fall back into their previous positions of equilibrium. 
But they may not; and instead they may fall into another con- 
figuration more readily taken in a settlement from internal 
agitation than the previous configuration which was arrived at 
by growth from the boundary. This (with true molecules of 
matter instead of the ideal Boscovich atoms) seems to me, with- 
out doubt, the explanation of Madan’s* beautiful discovery re- 
garding chlorate of potash, and the change of crystalline 
structure by which Lord Rayleighf has shown that the optical 
phenomena presented in it arc to be explained. Virtually the 
same view to explain other changes of crystalline structure by 
differences of temperature or applications of pressure seems to 
have been given by M. Mallard^, who is quoted by Madan in 
the article above referred to. In a future communication to the 

* “On the Effect of Heat in Changing the Structure of Crystals of Potassium 
Chlorate,” Nature^ May 20, 1886. 

t Philosophical Magazine^ 1888. 

X Bulletin de la Societe Min^alogiquCj 1882, and December 1886* 
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Royal Society I hope to include considerations regarding the 
effect of inter-atomic forces and motions in guiding to one or 
other of the two configurations described in § 54 and footnote on 
§ 46 below. 

§ 43. Once more communicate and continue communicating 
energy to the group by forces applied directly to its constituent 
atoms, and, at the same time, keep introducing fresh atoms from 
the outer boundary into the atmosphere surrounding the group 
to prevent the number of atoms in the group from diminishing. 
The intestine commotion will become so great that all configu- 
rations of equilibrium are utterly departed from, but still the 
atom is surrounded by neighbours well within the region of its 
attractive influence (a shell bounded by two concentric surfaces 
of radius I and f respectively) and constantly crossing and re- 
crossing the spherical surface of radius or into and out of the 
sphere of repulsive force. If the region of attractive force be 
sufficiently thick, and the augmentation of the repulsive force 
from zero towards infinity be sufficiently rapid, it is clear that 
our original group which was a crystal and is now fluid will re- 
main more dense than the surrounding atmosphere of free atoms 
until we have imparted to the group far more of energy than 
was required to dislodge its constituent atoms from configurations 
of equilibrium. There then is a mass of liquid surrounded by 
an atmosphere of its vapour, and in thermal equilibrium with 
the vapour if we cease the action on its atoms by which we im- 
parted energy to it. A little farther consideration would no 
doubt give us the virtual surface-tension of the licjuid exactly 
according to Laplace's theory of capillary attraction ; but we must 
not pause over this at present. 

§ 44. Recommence applying forces to the atoms of the group, 
now liquid, and introducing fresh atoms into the surrounding 
atmosphere. The density of the atmosphere becomes greater, 
while that of the group becomes less. Go on till the two 
densities become equal : thus we reach the Caignard de la Tour 
and Andrews’ critical point. If we continue now imparting 
energy to our original group, or to any of the atoms of the 
assemblage, we simply have a homogeneous assemblage in a 
state of homogeneous intestine commotion all through ; the 
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Boscovish realisation of a fluid raised higher and higher above 
its critical temperature. 


On Molecular Tactics of Crystals and of the Artificial 
Twinning of Iceland Spar (§§ 45 — GO). 

§ 45. {a) (jf). Summari/ of Bravais' Doctrine of a Honio- 

geneous Assemblage of Bodies, 

(a) The bodies must be equal, similar, and homochiral*. 

(b) They must be all similarly oriented. 

(c) They must be so distanced mutually that any point in 
one of them, and the corresponding points in all the others form 
a homogeneous assemblage of points. If this condition is ful- 
filled for any one chosen point of one body, (a) and (6) imply 
it for any other ; and vice versa if this condition is fulfilled for 
three points of one body chosen arbitrarily but not in one line, 
(b) is a necessary consequence. 

{d) A homogeneous assemblage of points means, and cannot 
mean other than, an assemblage which presents the same aspect 
and the same absolute orientation, when viewed from different 
points of the assemblage. Some confusion of ideas has been 
introduced by leaving the generalised simplicity of Bravais, and 
considering an assemblage of double points, or triple points, or 

* This will be more easily and not less thoroughly understood from illustra- 
tions than from a definition in general terms. Of an externally symmetrical 
man, the two hands are allochirally similar. Either is the pervert of the 
other; or they are mutual perverts. Two men of exactly equal and similar 
external figures would be allochirally similar if oue holds out his right hand 
and the other his left; homochirally similar if each holds out his right hand, 
or each his left. (We ignore at present the monochiral anti-symmetry of one 
heart on one side; of interior structure of intestinal canal not in the plane 
bisecting the exterior symmetric figure, &c. &c.) Looking to § (i) below, we 
see two tetrahedrons, OPQR, OFQ'R\ which are equal, and allochirally similar, 
being parallel perverts, either of the other, or parallel mutual perverts. From 
every point P of a body or group of points, draw a line through any one point 
0, and produce to P', making OP'=PO. The group of points (P') is a parallel 
pervert of the group (P). The groups (P) and (P') are parallel mutual perverts. 
Turn (P') 180° round any line OK, In the position thus reached, it is the 
image of (P) in a plane mirror through O, perpendicular to OK, In their 
present positions they are mutual perverts inverted relatively to the line OK, 
Mutual perverts are allochirally similar. 
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quadruple points, without noticing its being resolvable into two, or 
three, or four similar homogeneous assemblages of single points. 

(e) Rows of Points in a Homogeneous Assemblage, — Through 
any two points of the assemblage draw a straight line, and pro- 
duce it indefinitely in both directions. All points on this line 
at intervals successively equal to the distance between the two 
chosen points, are points of the assemblage. The interval be- 
tween each point and the next to it on either side in the line is 
called by Bravais the parameter of the row. 

(/) Planes of Points (‘‘r^seaux’’) in a Homogeneous Asse^n- 
blage. — Take at random any three points of the group. The case 
of there being other points of the assemblage on the sides or 
within the area of the triangle of the chosen points may be ex- 
cluded. Along the line of each side of the triangle produced 
in both directions, mark off in succession lengths equal to the 
side, and through each division draw parallels to the other two 
sides. The plane of the triangle extended indefinitely in all 
directions is thus divided into equal and homochirally similar 
triangles turned alternately in opposite directions. At every 
angle of each of these triangles a point of the assemblage is 
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found. No point of the assemblage is to be found elsewhere in 
the same plane. Fig. 1 shows a homogeneous distribution of 
points in a plane. In the diagram they are joined by lines, de- 
terrninately chosen according to § (i), so that all the angles of 
triangles formed by them are acute. Closely related to this 
triangular arrangement are three others. One of these is ob- 
tained by omitting PQ and its parallels and taking instead the 
other diagonal OD of the parallelogram QOPD and drawing 
parallels to it through all the points. The two others are ob- 
tained similarly by omitting OQ and taking instead the other 
diagonal PE of the parallelogram QPOE; and by omitting 
OP and taking instead the other diagonal QF of the parallelo- 
gram PQOF, 

(g) All the points of the assemblage lie in equidistant planes 
parallel to the plane of § (/) ; similarly placed at the angles of 
triangles ecpial, similar, and similarly oriented to the triangles 
of §(/). The distance between each of these planes, and the 
next plane to it, is easily proved to be equal to the reciprocal 
of the product of twice the area of the triangle into the number 
of points per unit volume. In fig. 2 the points PQOP'Q and 
their congeners represent a homogeneous distribution in one 
plane. The orthogonal projection on this plane of the points in 
the two nearest parallel planes are represented respectively by 
R and its congeners, black dots ( • ), and by R and its congeners, 
white dots ( ^ ). Thus explained, the diagram (fig. 2) is a 
complete specification of the whole homogeneous assemblage 
throughout space. 

{It) Tetrahedronal Grouping, — Choose anyone of the triangles 
OPQy and any point S in the nearest plane of points on either 
side of it; and imagine a tetrahedron of which these OPQS 
are the four corner points. By similarly dealing with all the 
triangles of all the planes, con-orientational with the first chosen 
triangle, and the points corresponding to the first chosen point 
ill the neighbouring plane, we form a homogeneous assemblage of 
equal homochirally similar, samely oriented, tetrahedrons. Thus, 
for example, take the triangle FOH which is con-orientational with 
QOP- The tetrahedron on the base FGH corresponding to SQOP 
is RFGH. 
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Each point of the distribution is the common corner point of 
eight of those tetrahedrons; of which the twelve edges. meeting 



in it lie in the lines of six rows of points which intersect in 
that point. 

(i) Best conditioned Tetrahedronal Grouping, No Obtuse 
Angles , — Instead of choosing our first two points and our first tri- 
angle at random, take any point 0 and its nearest neighbour on 
either side, P; and its next-nearest neighbour Q on the side making 
the angle QOF acute. The two other angles of this triangle are 
obviously, as Bravais remarks, acute. The only other way of thus 
finding best conditioned triangles is by taking Os other nearest 
neighbour, P', and its other next-nearest, Q', The triangles Q'OP' 
and QOP are equal, homochirally similar, and oppositely oriented; 
and thus we find the only other possible best conditioned triangular 
grouping. Every other triangle of the points in the same plane, 
having none of the points within its area, has, as Bravais remarks, 
an obtuse angle. Consider now the nearest parallel plane of 
points on one side of the plane of QOP, Let R and its con- 
geners ( • black dots) be the orthogonal projections of its points 
on the plane of QOP, Let P' and its congeners ( o white dots) 
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be the projections of the points of the nearest parallel plane on 
the other side of QOP, These projections will be situated rela- 
tively to the triangle P'OQ and its congeners as are the former 
projections ( • black dots) relatively to the triangle QOP, 

R being, of the projections on the plane of POQ of all the 
points of the two parallel planes, the one which lies within the 
area of the triangle QOP, we have in OPQR a best conditioned 
tetrahedronal grouping. OP'QR is another and the only other 
best conditioned tetrahedronal grouping. It is a parallel pervert 
of OPQR [see footnote on § 45 (a) above]. Hence a homogeneous 
assemblage of single points is essentially free from monochiral 
anti-symmetry ; or it is dichirally symmetrical. 

(j) The tetrahedron found by taking, with 0, P, Q, any other 
point than R in the plane through it parallel to QOP, has an 
obtuse angle along one, or obtuse angles along two, of its three 
edges, OP, PQ, QO : and so with 0, P\ Q, and any other point 
than R in the other parallel plane. 


Closest Packing of one Homogeneous'^^ Assemblage of Equal and 
Similar Olobes or Ellipsoids, 

§ 46. Take our tetrahedron OPQR, and by homogeneous dis- 
tortional strain convert it into an equilateral tetrahedron ABGD, 

* There is another closest packing of globes or ellipsoids which has the same 
density as, and might without careful attention be mistaken for, the closest 
IwmogeneouH packing. For simplicity think only of globes, and take a plane 
covered with globes touching one another in equilateral triangular order. 
Look at the accompanying diagram, fig. 6 of § (55) below, and see that there are 
two ways of placing a second layer on the first to continue the formation of an 
assemblage. The globes of the second layer may be placed, all of them over 
the black dots ( • ) or all of them over the white dots ( o ). But having once 
chosen the position of the second layer there is no more freedom to choose in 
adding on layer after layer if we are to make a single homogeiieous assemblage. 
Of the two positions which might be chosen for the third layer we must choose 
the one in which the globes are not over the globes of the first layer. The 
position of the fourth layer must be the one of which the globes are 7wt over 
the globes of the second layer, but are over those of the first layer, and so on. 

If on the contrary we place the globes of the third layer over the globes of 
the first, the globes of the fourth layer over those of the second and so on, we 
have a peculiar and symmetrical grouping which was first, so far as I know, 
described by Mr William Barlow {Nature, December 20 and 27, 1883). This 
grouping is not one homogeneous assemblage. It consists of two homogeneous 
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of equal volume. Take four globes, of diameters equal to the 
edges of this tetrahedron and place them with their centres at its 
corner points A, C, D. Alter this assemblage of globes by 
homogeneous strain till their centres, ABCDy become again the 
corner points of the original tetrahedron, OPQR, The globes 
have now become ellipsoids. Dealing thus with the whole original 
homogeneous assemblage of points, we find a closest packed homo- 
geneous distribution of equal and similar ellipsoids through space. 

§ 47. To find every possible closest packed homogeneous 
assemblage of given equal and similar ellipsoids, take a tetra- 
hedron of four equal globes. Choose any three mutually perpen- 
dicular directions, and, by elongations and shrinkages of the group 
parallel to these directions, convert each globe into an ellipsoid 
equal and similar to the given ellipsoid. Every possible con- 
figuration of closest homogeneous packing of the given ellipsoids 
is clearly to be thus found ; and is specified in terms of three 
independent variables, — the three orientational coordinates, rela- 
tive to the equilateral tetrahedron of the system of rectangular 
lines. 

§ 48. In §§ 46, 47 we have a solution of the problem given 
four points, 0, P, Q, R, not in one plane, to place con-orientationally 
four equal and similar ellipsoids with their centres at the four 
points, and the surface of every one touching the surface of each of 
the three others. From it we have the following perfectly simple 
construction for the answer. Bisect OP, OQ, OR, in F, G, H, and 
QR, RP, PQ, in r. O', H', and join FF, OG', HH\ These three 
lines meet in one point S. The planes GSH, HSF, FSO are 
parallel to conjugate diametral planes of the required ellipsoids. 
These ellipsoids touch one another in the points F, F\ 0, 0\ 
H,H\ To construct them, first make four parallelepipeds, having 
a common corner at S, and their half-edges which meet in 8, and 
their centres, as follows : — 

assemblages, one of them constituted by the first, third, fifth, seventh, &c., 
layers ; the other the second, fourth, sixth, eighth, &c., layers. The consideration 
of this peculiar mode of grouping may be of great interest in the dynamical in- 
vestigations connected with the subject of the present communication, and, as 
Barlow has pointed out, may be of great importance in the theory of natural 
crystalline structure. I must however leave it for the present. 
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Half-edges. Centres. Half-edges. Centres. 
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Inscribe within the twelve edges of each parallelepiped an ellip- 
soid, touching them at their middle points. This construction is 
interesting as showing, in the middle points of the twelve edges 
of the parallelepiped, the twelve points of contact of the ellipsoid 
with its twelve next neighbours. 

The ellipsoid touching the twelve edges is, it need scarcely be 
remarked, similar to the inscribed ellipsoid touching the surfaces, 
but of times the linear dimensions. 

§ 49. To understand the configuration of a closely packed 
homogeneous assemblage of ellipsoids, it is convenient to consider 
the assemblage of globes to which it is reduced by strain (geo- 
metrical distortion), in § 46. The assemblage of ellipsoids has 
all characteristic features the same, except the inequalities of 
lines and angles involved in the distortional transition from one 
configuration to the other. 

§ 50. In the close homogeneous assemblage of globes, we 
may first remark, that each globe is touched by its neighbours, 
at twelve points, being the points in which its surface is cut by 
diameters parallel to the six edges of the tetrahedron. If we 
place a number of small globes (boys’ marbles, or billiard balls), on 
a table in close triangular order, and three as close as they can 
be together above them, we see nine of the twelve points of 
contact on the ball below the middle of the triangle of these 
three ; six points on the circle in which it is cut by a horizontal 
plane through its centre, and three symmetrically ranged on a 
small circle above it. The other ends of the diameters* through 

* In the compound assemblage of two homogeneous assemblages described 
in the preceding footnote, there are twelve points of contact on each globe, of 
which nine are placed as those described in the text for the homogeneous single 
assemblage, and the remaining three are not “at the other ends of the dia- 
meters” as described in the text, but are at the opposite points of the small 
circle on which lie the ends of the diameters referred to. 
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these three are the remaining three of the twelve. Or if we join 
the upper three by great circles, making a spherical triangle of 



Fig. 3. 

G0° side, and complete these circles, they make another spherical 
triangle of 60'" side, whose angular points are the lower three of 
the twelve contact points. The three great circles thus drawn cut 
the horizontal great circle in the first six points. Thus we see 
that the twelve points are the intersections of four great circles, 
which divide the spherical surface into eight equilateral triangles, 
and six squares; all with arcs of 60° for boundaries. Fig. 3 shows 
an orthogonal projection of these circles on the plane of one of 
them; each an ellipse whose minor axis is ^ of its major axis. 
The eight equilateral spherical triangles are ahc, ahg\ bfh\ cgf\ 
ab'c\ alig, bfh, eg'/. The six squares are bcgh\ cahf \ (ibfg\ 
Vc(fhy cahfy a'Vf'g, 

§ 51. Draw planes through the centre of the sphere, parallel 
to the pairs of planes of the angular points of the eight spherical 
triangles; these are four planes, the four planes in which the 
assemblage is found in close triangular order. They are parallel 
to the sides of the tetrahedron ABCD, 

§ 52. Draw planes through the centre of the sphere, parallel 
to the pairs of planes of the angular points of the six spherical 
squares ; these are three planes, the three planes, in which the 
assemblage is found in square order. They are parallel to the 
T. III. 27 
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pairs {AG,BD)y {AD^BG) of the edges of the tetra- 

hedron ; and are mutually orthogonal. 

§ 63. Take a cube of the assemblage, having its sides parallel 
to the planes of § 51. It will present on every side, arrangement 
of the globes in square order, with rows along and parallel to the 
diagonals of the square sides of the cube. This I call the primitive 




cube of a homogeneous assemblage of closely packed globes. It 
is seen in fig. 4 taken from a paper published in Nature (Dec. 20, 
1883), by Mr Barlow who, so far as I know, was the first to show 
explicitly, a cubic part of the close-packed homogeneous assemblage 
of equal globes. 

§ 54. Bevel the corners of the primitive cube perpendicularly 
to its four line-diagonals as shown for one only of the corners 
bevelled in fig. 5, which also is taken from Mr Barlow's paper. 
We thus get eight equilateral triangular facets, each showing close 
triangular grouping of the globes appearing in it. The four pairs 
of planes of these facets are, of course, parallel to the four faces of 
the tetrahedron, ABCD, If we make the bevelling of each comer 
deep enough, nothing is left of the cube but a regular octohedron, 
whose eight faces are parallel to the four faces of the tetrahedron. 

§ 55. If in building a triangular pyramid we commence with 
globes in close triangular order on a horizontal plane, and place 
the second layer above it over the white dots ( o ) of the diagram 
(fig. 6), the third layer over the inner triangle of black dots ( • ), 
and the fourth a single globe over the centre of the diagram, we 
build up precisely the portion bevelled off the primitive cube in 
§ 54. Thus we have a triangular pyramid whose three sides are 
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isosceles right-angled triangles meeting at right angles along the 
three slant edges. The globes in these three faces are in square 



order. The lines of globes in contact in these faces are parallel 
and perpendicular to the bounding edges of the base. In the 
pyramid corresponding to the actual diagram, or any other with 
an odd number of globes in each edge ol the base, there are three 
lines of globes in contact along the lines bisecting the three vertical 
angles of the sides of the pyramid and ending in a single crowning 
globe. 

§ 56. If instead of building the second layer as in § 55, we 
place a second layer over all the black dots ( • ), a third layer 
over all the white dots ( o ), a fourth layer over centres of 
globes of the first layer, a fifth over black dots ( • ) again ; a 
sixth over white dots ( « ), and the last a single globe as in 
§ 55, we make an ordinary triangular pyramid having three 
equilateral triangles for its slant sides and a fourth for base ; 
and having the globes arranged in equilateral triangular order 
not only in the base as in § 55, but also in each of the three slant 
sides. 


27—2 
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§ 57. The ordinary square ppamid of globes has for its base 
the same square order structure as the slant sides of the tri- 
angular pyramid of § 55, while its four slant sides have the same 
equilateral triangular structure as each of the three slant sides 
and the base of the pyramid of § 56. If we divide the ordinary 
square pyramid into four parts by two diagonal vertical planes 
through its centre, and turn one of these parts over till it rests 
on its triangular slant side it becomes the triangular pyramid 
of § 55. 

§ 58. In considering Baumhauer’s splendid discovery of the 
artificial twinning of Iceland spar, by means of a knife, published 
about 22 years ago, soon after Reusch*s fundamental discovery 
(1867) of the artificial twinning of Iceland spar by pressure, I 
endeavoured to picture to myself the molecular tactics called into 
play in the wonderful change of shape thus produced. It was 
necessary first to suppose known the molecular arrangement in 
the natural crystal. Two distinct hypotheses presented them- 
selves, each perfectly definite; and it seems certain that the 
structure is one or other of these two. 

Hypothesis (1). Imagine an equilateral tetrahedron of a close 
packed homogeneous assemblage of globes. To avoid circum- 
locution let one of its faces rest on a horizontal plane. Let the 
whole system be shrunk homogeneously in lines perpendicular 
to this plane till the originally acute trihedral angle of the 
triangular pyramid of globes becomes the obtuse trihedral angle 
of the rhomb of Iceland spar. The shrinkage ratio required to 
do this would be exactly V8 to 1 if the inclination of each slant 
face to the base were exactly 45°^ in the triangular pyramid 
obtained by truncating the obtuse trihedral angle of Iceland spar 
perpendicularly to the *‘axis” (or line equally inclined to the 
three edges meeting in the trihedral angle). 

Hence if, instead of globes to begin with we take oblate 
ellipsoids of revolution, each having its equatorial diameter 
\/8(=2*83) times its polar axis, and make a pyramid of them 

* At ordinary temperatures the angle is 44°36'*6 (Phillips, Brooke, and 
Miller’s Mineralogy j § 407); and at temperature 300° it is almost exactly 45°. 
Huyghens must have taken it as exactly 46°, as he gave for the ratio of 
the equatorial to the polar diameter in the statement of his hypothesis. 
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by laying a number of them flat on a horizontal plane and putting 
them together and building others up on them according to the 
rule of § 56, we have an obviously conceivable structure for Ice- 
land spar. This is Hypothesis (1). 

This Hypothesis I now find was given 200 years ago by 
Huyghens in his Traite de la lAimiere (Leyden, 1690), and in- 
dependently by Wollaston in the Bakerian Lecture for 1812, 
Philosophical Transactions Royal Society for the year 1813, 
Part I., but with priority attributed to Huyghens. 1 had thought 
of it independently, but did not feel altogether satisfied with 
it, in the first place because of the great internal commotion 
which it would imply in the tactics of Baumhauer*s twinning. 
Then it occurred to me to think of the subject thus. It seems 
as if the a 3 olotropic quality of Iceland spar, according to which 
there arc differences of quality for directional actions along and 
perpendicular to the shortest line-diagonal of the rhomb, may 
be naturally supposed to depend on the rhomb not being a 
cube; and that the change from a cube to the Iceland spar 
rhomb should be looked to as the cause of the aBolotropy. If 
this is so we must begin with a cube which is isotropic in 
respect to its four line-diagonals. This is the case with the 
cube described in § 53, but it is not the case with the cube 
which we find if in the shrinkage* of Hypothesis (l)we pause 
at the stage in which the acute trihedral angle of the equila- 
teral tetrahedron is rectangular on its way to becoming obtuse; 
on the contrary, in this configuration each globe is an oblate 
with equatorial diameter twice as long as the polar axis. 
Hence I have been led to think it probable that the molecular 
structure of Iceland spar is not that of Hypothesis (1), but is 
as follows. 

§ 59. Hypothesis (2). — Take a primitive cube § 53 of the 
assemblage and distort it by shrinkage along any one of its 
four line-diagonals, with (for simplicity) no change of length in 

^ The shrinkages to pass from the equilateral triangular pyramid to the 
pyramid with rectangular vertex and to the triangular pyramid for Iceland spar, 
will be understood in a moment by remarking that the tangents of inclinations 
of slant sides to base in the three oases are respectively ^^2, and 1; and 
therefore the distances of vertex from base are as these numbers, the base being 
unchanged in the simple shrinkage specified in the text. 
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directions p( 3 rpciidicular to it. This reduces each globe to an 
oblate ellipsoid of revolution, and the cube to a rhomb, which 
is the rhomb of Iceland spar if the shrinkage-ratio is \/2 to 1. 

§00. Let FG (fig. 7) be one edge and G one of the two 
obtuse trihedral angles of a rhomb of Iceland spar; and F\ G' 


F F» G G/ 



G' F' 

Fig. 7. 


the corners opposite to F, G (so that G'G is the optic axis). Let 
HKK'ir be a diagonal plane parallel to FG and FG'\ HK, H'K' 
being parallel to FGy F'G\ Now consider rows of oblates parallel 
to KK' and I{H\ The oblates are in contact at the ends of 
ecjuatorial diameters in the lines of these rows. Turn the ob- 
lates of each row round the line of the row, in the half of tlie 
assemblage above HKK' It (supposing this plane horizontal and 
G to the right) all through equal angles against the motion 
of the liands of a watch till their equators become horizontal. 
The assemblage of centres shears to the right (with rotation in 
the direction of the hands of a watch), FG moving rightwards, 
till the angle between FG and the end face through F becomes 
a right angle, yimultaneously with this shearing motion there 
is a shrinkage of the assemblage in the direction perpendicular 
to the plane 11KK'H\ entailed by the fact of the equatorial 
planes of the oblates turning from their primary inclined positions, 
with equatorial planes perpendicular to the optic axis, to their 
present horizontal positions. This is most readily seen by con- 
fining attention to the single row of oblates which initially had 
their centres and points of mutual contact in the short diagonal 
GF' of the right-hand end face. The shrinkage of the assemblage 
perpendicular to the plane HKK'H' implies elongation in lines 
parallel to FG, because the volume remains constant, and there 
is clearly neither elongation nor shrinkage perpendicular to the 
plane of the diagram. Now to fit the tactics of Baumhauer*s 
twinning by the knife, we must have no change of dimensions 
uf the assemblage in the plane HKK'H\ Hence while the 
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turning and shearing motions described above are taking place, 
there must be a continual elongation of the substance of each 
oblate perpendicular to this plane, and shrinkage parallel to 
FG*j to just such an extent as to prevent the centre of each 
oblate from coming nearer to the plane HKK'H\ but instead to 
cause all the centres to move in lines parallel to FG, The oblates 
are now no longer figures of revolution but are ellipsoids with 
three unequal axes: the shortest, vertical; the longest, perpen- 
dicular to the plane of the diagram ; and the mean axis parallel 
to FO. To complete the process, proceed as follows : — 

§ 61. Turn the oblates farther on in the same direction 
(opposite to the motion of the hands of a watch, as that in which 
they were turned in § 60), and through the same angle ; and 
while, in consequence, the assemblage of centres shears to the 
right, give to the substance of each oblate a gradual shrinkage 
perpendicular to the plane HKK'H’ and elongation parallel to 
the line FGy so as to cause the rightward shearing motion of the 
assemblage of centres to be still exactly parallel to the initial 
position of the line FG, The whole movement of which the 
first half has been described in § 60, and the second half in 
§ 61, constitutes exactly what is done in Baumhauer s artificial 
twinning of an end portion of a prism of Iceland spar, by a knife 
applied at F, with its edge perpendicular to the plane of the 
diagram, and pressed against the edge FG of the obtuse angle 
between the two upper faces of the prism before and behind the 
plane of the diagram. 


On THE Equilibrium of a Homogeneous Assemblage of 
MUTUALLY ATTRACTING POINTS (§§ 62 — 71). 

§ 62. The chief object of this communication is to find the 
simplest possible way of realising, by means of an assemblage of 

* Perhaps the simplest way of looking at the affair is found by considering 
that the elliptic section of each ellipsoid in the plane HKK'H' must remain 
constant; and so also must the horizontal and vertical axes of the elliptic 
section in the plane of the diagram. Hence, while the principal axes of the 
elliptic section turn in the manner described in §§ 60, 61, the ellipse itself must 
remain inscribed in a constant rectangle of vertical and horizontal sides in the 
plane of the diagram, while the third axis of the ellipsoid, which is perpendicular 
to the plane of the diagram, remains constant. 



424 


MOLECULAll CONSTITUTION OF MATTER. 


[XCVII. 


points acting upon one another with forces in the lines joining 
them, and depending merely on the lengths of the joining lines, 
aa elastic solid which shall not be subject to Poisson s restriction 
of the bulk-modulus to be exactly | of the rigidity-modulus; 
but which may on the contrary have, with given rigidity, any 
magnitude of bulk-modulus through the whole range from — | 
of the rigidity to -f oo , shown to be imaginable by Green. 
That the thing can be done I showed in my Baltimore Lectures 
(1884), and I gave an easily conceived although a somewhat 
complex way of doing it. I now find that the next-to-the- 
simplest-possible mode of arranging an assemblage of points to 
produce an elastic solid realises Green’s ideal; while the very 
simplest possible is restricted by Poisson’s limitation. 

§ 63. The simplest possible arrangement of points to make a 
homogeneous elastic solid, is a single homogeneous assemblage as 
defined in § 45 a — d above. In the first place, for simplicity we 
shall suppose it to be elastically isotropic, or as nearly isotropic as 
we can make it. 

§ 64. To make the solid as nearly as may be isotropic, the 
unstrained equilibrium distribution must be the equilateral homo- 
geneous assemblage of § 21 above. Consider now a finite assem- 
blage containing a very great number of points thus distributed. 
To take the very simplest possible case, let there be no force 
exerted between others than nearest neighbours. For the case 
of equilibrium, no force acts from without on any of the points, 
whether on the boundary or in the interior ; and therefore clearly 
there is no mutual action between any of the points according 
to our present supposition of forces between nearest neighbours 
only. Suppose now the assemblage to be in equilibrium under 
the infiuence of forces acting on points in the boundary, giving 
rise to infinitesimal deviations from the equilateral homogeneous 
grouping. Instead of zero force in each shortest distance, there 
will now be a force which, for stability of equilibrium, must be 
pull or thrust, according as the distance is greater or less than 
that which we had in the zero-equilibrium. Thus if, to help 
ideas, we look to a Boscovich curve, the distance between nearest 
neighbours for zero-equilibrium, which for brevity we shall call f, 
must be a point in which the curve cuts the line of abscissas 
with slope corresponding to repulsions for less distances and 
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attractions for greater, and shows zero-force for all distances not 
less than 5’\/2. 

§ 65. To investigate moduluses of elasticity, we must suppose 
the forces applied from without to the points on the boundary 
to be such as to produce homogeneous strain throughout the 
assemblage. The working out of this statical problem to be 
given in a future communication, shows that the solid so con- 
stituted is not elastically isotropic; but that, on the contrary, 
it has essentially two different rigidities. It is in fact a cubical 
isotropic body with its two rigidities (article ^'Elasticity,*’ En* 
cyclopcedia Britannica, ninth edition, or Article xcii.. Part i., above) 
not equal. An extension of the investigation to include the 
supposition of forces not only between nearest neighbours, but 
between nearest and next-nearest neighbours and none fiirther, 
gives of course the two rigidities generally not equal; but it 
allows them to be equalised by a certain definite relation be- 
tween forces and variations of forces at the two distances ^ and 
f V2. Imposing this condition, we have elastic isotropy ; and I 
find the compressibility to be essentially f of the rigidity. The 
solid thus constituted is therefore subject to Poisson’s restriction; 
and it will no doubt be found that this restriction is valid for any 
single equilibrated homogeneous distribution of points, with 
mutual forces according to Boscovich, and sphere of influence 
not limited to nearest and next-nearest neighbours, but extending 
to any large, not infinite, number of times the distance between 
nearest neighbours. 

§ 66. Having thus failed to produce a solid free from 
Poisson’s restriction, go back to the very simplest case, and try 
for another way of leaving its simplicity by which we may succeed. 
Try first to realise an incompressible elastic solid. When this is 
done we shall see, by an inevitably obvious modification, how to 
give any degree of compressibility we please without changing 
the rigidity, and so to realise an elastic solid with any given 
positive rigidity, and any given positive or negative bulk-modulus 
(stable without any surface constraint, only when the bulk-modulus 
is positive). 

§ 67. To aid conception, make a tetrahedronal model of six 
equal straight rods, jointed at the angular points in which three 
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meet, each having longitudinal elasticity with perfect anti-flexural 
rigidity. These constitute merely an ideal materialisation of the 
connection assumed in the Boscovich attractions and repulsions. 
A very telling realisation of the system thus imagined is made by 
taking six e([ual and similar bent bows and jointing their ends 
together by threes. The jointing might be done accurately by a 
ball and double socket mechanism of an obvious kind, but it 
would not be worth the doing. A rough arrangement of six bows 
of bent steel wire, merely linked together by hooking an end of 
one into rings on the ends of two others, may be made in a few 
minutes ; and even its defects are not unhelpful towards a vivid 
understanding of our subject. We have now an element of elastic 
solid which clearly has an essentially definite ratio of compressi- 
bility to reciprocal of either of the rigidities (§ 27 above), each 
being inversely proportional to the stiffness of the bows. Now 
we can obviously make this solid incompressible if we take a 
boss jointed to four equal tie-struts, and joint their free ends to 
the four corners of the tetrahedron ; and we do not alter either 
of the rigidities if the length of each tic-strut is equal to distance 
from centre to corners of the unstressed tetrahedron. If the tie- 
struts are shorter than this, their effect is clearly to augment 
the rigidities; if longer, to diminish the rigidities. The mathe- 
matical investigation proves that it diminishes the greater of the 
rigidities more than it diminishes the less, and that before it annuls 
the less it e<|ualises the greater to it. 

§ 08. If for the present we confine our attention to the case 
of the tic-struts longer than the un-strained distance from centre 
to corners, simple struts will serve; springs, such as bent bows, 
capable of giving thrust as well as pull along the sides of the 
tetrahedron, are not needed ; mere india-rubber elastic filaments 
will serve instead, or ordinary spiral springs, and all the end- 
jointings become much simplified. A realised model accompanies 
this communication. 

§ 69. The model being completed, we have two simple homo- 
geneous Bravais assemblages of points ; reds and blues, as we 
shall call them for brevity; so placed that each blue is in the 
centre of a tetrahedron of reds, and each red in the centre of a 
tetrahedron of blues. The other tetrahedronal groupings (Mole- 
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cular Tactics, §§ 45, 60) being considered, each tetrahedron of 
reds is vacant of blue, and each tetrahedron of blues is vacant 
of reds*. 

§ 70. Imagine the springs removed and the struts left ; but 
now all properly jointed by fours of ends with perfect frictionless 
ball-and-socket triple-joints. We have a perfectly non-rigid 
three-dimensional skeleton frame- work, analogous to idealised 
plane netting consisting of stiff straight sides of hexagons perfectly 
jointed in threes of ends. [Compare Art. 0., § 2, below.] 

§ 71. Leaving mechanism now, return to the purely ideal 
mutually attracting points of Boscovich ; and, as a simple example 
suppose mutual forces to be zero at all distances exceeding some- 
thing between f and ^ ^/ 2 . 

Let the group bo placed at vest in simple equilateral homo- 
geneous distribution : — shortest distance f. It will be in stable 
equilibrium, constituting a solid with the compressibility, and the 
two rigidities referred to in § 27 above. (Condense it to a certain 
degree to be found by measurements made on the Boscovich 
curve, and it may become unstable. Let there be some means of 
consuming energy, or carrying away energy ; and it will fall into 
a stable allotropic condition. The Boscovich curve may be such 
that this condition is the configuration of absolute minimum 
energy; and may be such that this configuration is the double 
homogeneous assemblage of reds and blues described above. 
Though marked red and blue, to avoid circumlocutions, these 
points are equal and similar in all qualities. 

The mathematical investigation must be deferred for a future 
communication, when I hope to give it with some further develop- 
ments. 

* An interesting structure is suggested by adding another homogeneous 
assemblage, marked green ; giving a green in the centre of each hitherto 
vacant tetrahedron of reds. It is the same assemblage of triplets as that 
described in § 24 above. It does not (as long as we have mere jointed struts 
of constant length between the greens and reds) modify our rigidity-modulus, 
nor otherwise help us at present, so, having inevitably noticed it, we leave it. 
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Art. XCVIII. [January 13, 1888]. Five Applications of 
Fourier’s Law of Diffusion, illustrated by a Dia- 
gram OF Curves with absolute Numerical Values. 

[Report of British Association Bath Meeting, September 1888.] 

1. Motion of a viscous fluid. 

II. Closed electric currents within a homogeneous 
conductor 

III. Heat. 

IV. Substances in solution. 

V. Electric potential in the conductor of a submarine 
cable when electromagnetic inertia can be neg- 
lected f . 

1. Fourier’s now well-known analysis of what he calls the 
‘‘.Linear motion of heat ” is applicable to every case of diffusion in 
which the substance concerned is in the same condition at all 
points of any one plane parallel to a given plane. The differential 
equation of diffusion J, for the case of constant diffusivity /c, is 

dv _ dh 

where v denotes the quality'' at time t and at distance x from a 
flxed plane of reference. This equation stated in words is as 
follows : — rate of augmentation of the '' quality y" per unit of time, 
is equal to the diffusivity multiplied into the rate of augmentation 

* Tliis subject is essentially the “electromagnetic induction” of Faraday. 
It is essentially different from the conduction of electricity through a solid in- 
vestigated by Ohm in his celebrated paper “Die Galvanische Kette mathe- 
matisch bearbeitet,” Berlin, 1827: translated in Taylor’s Scientific Memoirs^ Vol. ii. 
Part VIII.; “The Galvanic Circuit investigated Mathematically” by Dr G. S. 
Ohm. In Ohm’s work electromagnetic induction is not taken into account, 
nor does any idea of an electric analogue to inertia appear. The electromotive 
force considered is simply that due to the difference of electrostatic potential in 
different parts of the circuit, unsatisfactorily, and even not accurately, explained 
by what, speaking in his pre-Greenian time he called “ the electroscopic force of 
the body,” and defined or explained as “the force with which the electroscope is 
repelled or attracted by the body”; the electroscope being “a second movable body 
of invariable electric condition. ” 

t This subject belongs to the Ohmian electric diffusion pure and simple, worked 
out by aid of Green’s theory of the capacity of a Leyden jar (see Ait. lxxiii. 
Vol. II. above). 

See Mathematical and Physical Papers, Vol. ii. Art. lxxii. 



y^ViU.] FOURIER’S LAW OF DIFFUSION. 429 

per unit of space of the rate of augmentation per unit of space 
of the “ quality'^ 

The meaning of the word ^'quality'" here depends on the subject 
of the diffusion which may be any one of the five cases referred to 
in the title above. 

2. If the subject is motion of a viscous fluid the '^quality'* 
is any one of three components of the velocity, relative to rect- 
angular rectilineal coordinates. But in order that Fourier’s 
diffusional law may be applicable we must either have the 
motion very slow, according to the special definition of slowness 
in Article XCIX. §11 below: or the motion must be such that 
the velocity is the same for all points in the same stream-line, 
and would continue to be steadily so if viscosity wore annulled 
at any instant. This condition is satisfied in laminar flow, and 
more generally in every case in which the stream-lines are parallel 
straight lines. It is also satisfied in the still more general case of 
stream-lines coaxal circles, with velocity the same at all points 
at the same distance from the axis. Our present illustration 
however is confined to the case of laminar flow, to which Fourier’s 
diffusional laws for what he calls Linear Motion” (as explained in 
§ 1 above) are obviously applicable without any limitation to the 
greatness of the velocity in any part of the fluid considered 
(though with conceivably a reservation in respect to the (juestion 
of stability*). In this case the qmlity'' is simply fluid velocity. 

3. If the subject is electric current, with stream-lines parallel 
straight lines, the ''quality'' is simply current-density, that is to 
say strength of current per unit of area traversed by the current. 
The perfect mathematical f analogy between the electric motion 
thus defined, and the corresponding motion of a viscous fluid 
defined in § 2 above was accentuated by Mr Oliver Heaviside, 
in the Electrician, July 12, 1884; and in the following words 
in the Philosophical Magazine for 1886 second half-year p. 135 : 
“ Water in a round pipe is started from rest and set into a state 
of steady motion by the sudden and continued application of 

* See “Stability of Fluid motion,” § 28: Philosophical Magazine, August, 1887. 

t It is essentially a mathematical analogy only; in the same sense as the 
relation between the “Uniform motion of heat” and the mathematical theory of 
electricity, which I gave in the Cambridge Mathematical Journal 46 years ago, and 
which now constitutes the first article of my “Collected Papers on Electrostatics 
and Magnetism,” is a merely mathematical analogy. 
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a steady longitudinal dragging or shearing-force applied to its 
boundary. This analogue is useful because every one is familiar 
with the setting of water in motion by friction on its boundary, 
transmitted inward by viscosity.” Mr Heaviside well calls this 
analogue ‘"useful.” It is indeed a very valuable analogy not 
merely in respect to philosophical considerations of electricity, 
ether, and ponderable matter, but as facilitating many important 
estimates, particularly some relating to telephonic conductors and 
conductors for electric lighting on the alternate-current system. 
In a non-magnetic metal, the diffusivity for electric current is 
the electric resistivity divided by 47r: in a magnetic metal it is 
the electric resistivity divided by 47r times the magnetic permea- 
bility. The diffusivity of fluid for viscous motion is its viscosity 
divided by its density. (See Art. xcix. § 11 below.) 

4. If the subject is heat, as in Fourier’s original development 
of the theory of diffusion the quality'" is temperature. The 
thermal diffusivity of a substance is its thermal conductivity 
divided by its thermal capacity per unit bulk. 

5. If the subject is diffusion of matter, the ''quality" is density 
of the matter diffused or deviation of density from some mean 
or standard density considered. It is to Fick, 33 years ago 
Demonstrator of Anatomy and now Professor of Physiology, in 
the University of Zurich, that we owe this application of Fourier’s 
diffusional theory, so vitally important in physiological chemistry 
and physics and so valuable in natural philosophy generally. 
When the substance through which the diffusion takes place is 
fluid a very complicated but practically important subject is 
presented if the fluid be stirred. The exceedingly rapid progress 
of the diffusion produced by vigorous up-and-down stirring, causing 
to be done in half a minute the diffusional work which would 
require years or centuries if the fluid were quiescent, is easily 
explained ; and the explanation is illustrated by the diagram of 
curves § 7 below with the time- values given for sugar and 
common salt. Look at curve No. I and think of the corresponding 
curve with vertical ordinates diminished in the ratio of 1 to 40. 
The corresponding diffusion would take place for sugar in 11 
seconds and for salt in 3*4 seconds. The case so represented would 
correspond to a streaky distribution of brine and water or of 
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syrup and water, in which portions of greatest and least salinity 
or saccharinity are within half a millimetre of one another. 
This is just the condition which wc see,*in virtue of the difference 
of optic refractivity produced by difference of salinity or of 
saccharinity when we stir a tumbler of water with a quantity 
of uiidissolved sugar or salt on its bottom. If water be poured 
very gently on a quantity of sugar or salt in the bottom of a 
tumbler with violent stirring up guarded against by a spoon, 
the now almost extinct Scottish species called '‘toddy ladle” 
being the best form, or better still a little wooden disc which 
will float up with the water; and if the tumbler be left to 
itself undisturbed for two or three weeks, the condition at the 
end of 17 x 10® seconds (20 days) for the case of sugar, or 5*4 x 10® 
seconds (6 days) for salt, will be that represented by No. 10 curve 
in the diagram. 

6. If the subject be electricity in a submarine cable, the 
quality' is electric potential at any point of the insulated con- 
ductor. It is only if the cable were a straight line that iv 
would be (as defined above) distance from a fixed plane ; but 
the cable need not be laid along a straight line ; and the proper 
definition of x for the application of Fourier’s formula to a sub- 
marine cable is the distance along the cable from any point of 
reference (one end of the cable for example) to any point of 
the cable. For this case the diffusivity is equal to the conduct- 
ance* of unit of length of its conductor, reckoned in electrostatic 
units, divided by the electrostatic capacity of the conductor per 
unit length insulated as it is in gutta percha with its outer surface 
wet with sea-water, which, in the circumstances, is to be regarded 
as a perfect conductor. For demonstration of this proposition see 
Art. LXXIIL, Vol. II. above ; and for various examples see Table 
XIII. of Art. xcii., Part ii., Vol. III. page 227, above. 

* “Conductance,” a valuable word introduced by Mr Oliver Heaviside, means 
the reciprocal of “ resistance,” in respect to electric currents. It is also available 
in respect to thermal conduction. It is what I, not so well, called conducting 
power. Whether for heat or electricity, the conductance of unit length of a rod or 
wire is equal to the conductivity of its substance multiplied by the area of its cross- 
section. The electric conductance of any length of wire, or fine thread, reckoned 
in electrostatic measure, is a velocity: and its electric resistance, reckoned in 
electromagnetic measure, is a velocity. Explanations of these reckonings are given 
in my Popular hectares^ Vol. i. pp. 128 — 126, and 486 — 443. 
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Diagram showing Progress of Laminar Diffusion. 



7. Explanation of Diagram showing Progress of Laminar 

Diffusion. 

In each curve 

where x denotes the number of centimetres in ONy and 
the “curve-number.” The curves are drawn directly 
from the values of the integral given in Table III. appended 
to De Morgan’s article On the Theory of Probabilities,” Encyclo- 
pcedia Metropolitanay Vol. ii. pp. 483 — 484, and reproduced in full 
at the end of the present article. No. 2 curve is simply a graphic 
representation of the Table. The horizontal ordinates are reckoned 
in an arbitrary unit: the vertical ordinates are the absolute dis- 
tances referred to in the following statement, and are numbered 
in centimetres. Each vertical ordinate of No. i curve is i times 
that of No. 1 for the same horizontal ordinate. The time till the 
condition represented by No. i curve is attained is times the 
time till No. 1. 
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The constant ‘‘ quality” at initiational surface being called 10, 
iVP denotes the 


Quality”... 


" at distance = ON from initiational surface, 
and at time equal in seconds to [“curve-number”]* 
divided by sixteen times the diffusivity in 
square centimetres per second. 


Subject of Diffusion. 

Motion of a viscous fluid. 

Closed electric currents within 
a homogeneous conductor. 

Heat. 

Substance in solution. 

Electricity in the conductor of 
a submarine cable. 


“ Quality” represented by NP. 

Velocity. 

Current-density. 

Temperature. 

Quantity of substance per unit 
of volume. 

Electric potential. 


Examples. 


“ Curve- 
number.” 

Time in 
seconds. 

Case of Diffusion. 

1 

27100 

Zinc sulphate through water. 

1 

25700 

Copper sulphate through water. 

1 

17100 

Sugar through water. 

1 

5390 

Common salt through water. 

5 

1200 

Heat through wood. 

5 

118 

Laminar motion of water at 10'’ Cent. 

5 

29-5 

Laminar motion of air. 

5 

0-94 

Heat through iron. 

5 

•60 

Electric current through iron of 



magnetic permeability 300, and 
electric resistivity 9800. 

5 

1-324 

Heat through copper. 

Electric current within a homoge- 



neous non-magnetic conductor. . . 

10 

•0488 

Copper, 

10 

•00403 

„ Lead, 

10 

•00378 

„ „ German silver, 

10 

•00231 

„ „ Platinoid. 

200,000,000 

•086 

Electric potential in the Direct U. S. 


Atlantic Cable. 


T. III. 


28 



APPENDIX. 


[Being extract (Table III.) from De Morgan’s article, “ Theory of Proba- 
bilities,” in Encyclopaedia Metropditana^ Vol. ii. (1845), pp. 483, 484.] 

2 r 9 

Values of dq=f (q) for intervals of q, each = *01, 

tJirJ 0 

from q — 0ioq = 2. 


Q 

f(<i) 

A 

A2 

Q 

/(«) 

A 

A‘-* 

0-00 

0 00000 00 

1128 33 

22 

0*45 

0*47548 18 

917 37 

8 40 

001 

0 01128 33 

1128 11 

45 

0*46 

0*48465 55 

908 97 

8 51 

002 

0-022e50 44 

1127 66 

67 

0*47 

0*49374 52 

900 4C 

8 01 

0-03 

003384 10 

1126 99 

90 

0-48 

0-50274 98 

891 85 

8 69 

0-04 

0-04511 09 

1126 09 

1 12 

0*49 

0-5HCC 83 

883 10 

8 78 

0-05 

0-05637 18 
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Art. XCIX. Motion of a Viscous Liquid; equilibrium or 

MOTION OF AN ELASTIC SOLID; EQUILIBRIUM OR MOTION 

OF AN IDEAL SUBSTANCE CALLED FOR BREVITY JSTBER; 

MECHANICAL REPRESENTATION OF MAGNETIC FORCE. 

[Now published for the first time, May, 1890.] 

§§ 1 — 11. Viscous liquid. 

1. Stress required to produce change oj shape. Stokes assumed 
the stress to be in simple proportion to the speed of the change 
of shape, as basis for his mathematical theory. Poiseuille’s ex- 
periments on the flow of water through capillary tubes amply 
confirm* this assumption, for water, and we have good reason 
for believing that it is very near to the truth for all ordinary 
fluids ; with however possibly some need for correction to take 
into account residual effects of previous conditions, especially in 
the case of extremely viscous fluids such as treacle, or thick oil. But 
for our present purely mathematical analogy we shall, and without 
further question, use simply the law of simple proportionality, 
which implies of course undisturbed superposition of stresses and 
corresponding speeds and modes of change of shape. 

2. {Definitions) A simple shearing infinitesimal distortion, 
or as it is also called a simple distortion, is a distortion in which 
there are equal elongations and shortenings in two mutually per- 
pendicular lines, and therefore, (the substance being incompres- 
sible) neither elongation nor shortening in the line perpendicular 
to both. The numerical reckoning of a simple distortion -j- is the 
difference from a right angle, reckoned in radian, which the dis- 
tortion produces on the angle between lines bisecting the angles 
between the lines of greatest elongation and greatest shortening. 
This reckoning is easily proved to be equal to the greatest elonga- 
tion, or equal to the greatest shortening. The speed of a simple 
(listortional change of shape is the angular velocity at which the 

* See Art. xcii. Part i, above, p. 21, § 29, and insert Poiseuille’s name there 
accordingly. 

t See Art. xcii. Part i. above, p. 33, § 43, and p. 91, example (4). 
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angle between two planes bisecting the angles between the lines 
of greatest elongation and shortening varies; or it is the rate 
per unit of time, of the greatest lengthening, or of the greatest 
shortening : or it is the relative velocity of either of those planes 
and a parallel plane at unit distance. This last statement, which 
for many purposes is the most convenient definition of speed of 
change of shape, corresponds to the ordinary idea of “ shearing ” 
motion. 

3. The viscosity* of a Ihpiid (or the numerical reckoning 
or measure of the viscous quality) is defined as the tangential 
force per unit of area, in either of the mutually perpendicular 
planes of zero-elongation, of a simple distortion, required to 
produce change of shape at unit speed. It is proved below (§ 4) 
to be equal to (and it might be defined as) one third of the normal 
pull per unit area required to produce unit speed of elongation ; 
when, upon pressure equal in all directions, we superimpose normal 
pull in one line or perpendicular to one set of parallel planes. 

4. To prove this proposition, look to pp. 35, 36 above (Art. 
XCII. Part, I. Elasticity, §§ 45, 46) and, taking = x to enforce 
constancy of volume, (incompressibility,) repeat the investigations 
there given; but with S 2 )eed of sinqde distortion, or speed of 
shearing, substituted for ‘‘simple distortion,” or “shear.” Then, 
n will be the viscosity according to the definition of § 3 of the 
present article, and by Art. xcil. Part I. § 46 (3) we find P/3w, for 
the rate of elongation in the direction of the pull, (which is 
equivalent to the proposition of § 4 to be proved;) and P/6w 
for the rate of contraction in every direction perpendicular to 
the pull, when a viscous liquid is pulled homogeneously in parallel 
lines with a force amounting to P per unit of area perpendicular 
to the direction of the pull. 

* There is a curiously illogical tendency to introduce the word “coefficient” in 
connection with numerical reckoning of properties of matter, which seems to have 
originated in the too-long tolerated expression “coefficient of friction”; and which 
has given us “coefficients of elasticity”, the “coefficient of compressibility”, the 
“coefficient of rigidity”, “coefficient of viscosity”, “coefficient of magnetic per- 
meability”. In each case the designation “coefficient of” is mathematically 
vicious; and to the non-mathematical mind it is a mystery of circumlocution. 
Frictionality is much shorter than “coefficient of friction”, and might, I think, 
advantageously replace it in dynamical and mechanical language. 
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5. Let now pulls P, Q, P, each reckoned per unit of area, be 
applied in three directions mutually at right angles, and let e,/, g 
be the resulting rates of elongation in these directions respectively. 
We have 

e=( 2 P-Q~P)/ 6 /i;/=( 2 Q~P-P)/ 6 ^;r 7 =( 2 P^P--Q)/ 6 n (1); 

or e = (P4•^))/27^; /= (Q+jp)/2ii ; g=(R’\-p)l2n (2), 

where ^ (P + Q + P) (3). 

6. Now I'et v, w be the velocity-components at any point 
{x, y, z) in a viscous liquid. The rates of elongation in the d?, y, z 
directions (denoted as in § 6 by 6, f, g) : and the rates of shearing, 

a parallel to y in plane yx^ or parallel to z in plane zx, 


^ » iy ^ yy 

yy ^y> yy »> 

yy yy yy 


and c „ „ X „ 

,, XZy „ ,, 

>> y yy yy 

yzy 

arc given by the following equations : — 



du 

II 

dw 
^ dz 

(4), 

dv dw 
^~dz'^ dy' 

1 

II 

da dv 
^ dy^ dx'*' 

(5). 


7. Consider now an infinitesimal parallelepiped hxhjhz, of 
the fluid, having its centre at {Xy y, z). It experiences normal 
and tangential tractions, on its three pairs of faces, according to 
the following schedule : — 


Faces 
acted on 

Tractions parallel to 

1 y 

1 

- 

Sy hz 

1 

- da 

1 

(dv da\ 

” \dx dy) 

(du dw\ 
^ \dz dx) 

hzhx 

/dv du\ 

^ dy) 


(dw dv\ 
\dy dz) 

hx Sy 

(dll . dw\ 

(dw dv\ 

” \dy ^ dz) 

. o 


To find the resultant force on the matter within the parallele- 
piped SxSySz due to the nine pairs of normal and tangential 
tractions, exerted on its three pairs of faces, by the surrounding 
matter, remark that they differ from (6) by the proper infinitesimal 
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differences due to the circumstance that the coordinates of the 
centres of its six faces are 

« ± iSa?, y ± 1%, < 2 : + 

Consider first the ic-components. Of these we have a pair, in 
opposite directions and infinitely nearly equal, on the parallel faces 
Sy ^Zy contributing to the required ic-component their difference, 
which is 

This and the ^.’-contributions from the pairs of faces hzhxy 
and Sx Sy, similarly reckoned, give for the whole iz;-component 


ax 


^ d dll d idv diA d fdii dw' 

dx dx dy \dx dy) dz \dz dx , 


|8a;a^S^...(7). 


Now the fluid being incompressible, we have 
du 

dx^ dy dz^ 

Modifying (7) accordingly we find 


dp , 

- s 

dx ' 


'd^u d\ d^u 
,dx^ ^ drf ^ dz’^, 


hxhjhz. 


for the (^.-component of the resultant of fractional forces on the 
matter within the parallelepiped SxSySz, Hence if we denote by 
Fy Gy Hy the components of the resultant force unit of volume 
due to viscous action, and resistance to condensation (p), in the 
fluid in the neighbourhood of Xy y, z we have 

= 0 = n^"v-^y, 7/ = - ^^...(10); 

1 «-i9 1 , d^ , ^ (F . 


where denotes 




8. Let now X, Y, Z denote components of bodily force, if 
any there is, by which is meant force (as, for example, gravity) 
exerted from a distance on the fluid by other matter, and not force 
transmitted through the fluid such as the force due to viscosity or 
the force due to fluid pressure. The components of the whole 
force per unit of volume, acting on the fluid at a?, y, z at any 
instant, are accordingly F -^Xy &c., or, by (10), 
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and these, each divided by the density of the fluid, must be equal 
to its acceleration at {x, 2 ), 

9. Now by the well-known kinematics of elementary hydro- 
kinetics we have 


Du 

_du 

du " 

dt 

dt 

dt 

Dv 

dv 

dv 

dt 

dt 

^di 

Dw 

dw 

dw 

dt 

dt 

^ dt 


where DIdt denotes rate of variation per unit of time of any 
attribute (such as the temperature, or the velocity, or a velocity- 
component) of one and the same portion of fluid in its actual 
motion, if it has any; djdt denotes rate of variation per unit 
of time of an attribute of the portion of the fluid which is at a 
fixed point x^ y, z at any instant ; and djdt denotes what the rate 
of variation per unit of time of an attribute would bo for one and 
the same particle of fluid, if variation of this attribute at any 
place fixed in space were, at the instant of our reckoning, 
temporarily annulled. In other words djdt denotes the variation 
of an attribute duo to the fact of its having different values at 
dilTerent points of space, and the fact that the portion of the 
fluid considered is moving from point to point. This definition, 
put into symbols according to the notation of the differential 
calculus, is 


du 

du 


du 

+ W 

du ') 

dt 

dx 

+ V 

dy 

dz 

dv 

dv 


dv 


dv 

dt 


+ v 

dy 

+ W 

dz 

dw 

dw 


dw 


dw 

dt 


^v 

dy 

■\-W 

dz - 


.(14). 


10. Taking now the force-components (12) and the corre- 
sponding components of acceleration (8), we find for the dynamical 
equations of the motion : — 

dll dll \ ( v 


dv , dv r 72 . 

dll) 
dt 


PV dy) 


( 15 ), 
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where p denotes the density of the fluid, and 

K=^njp (IG). 

11. Going back to (14) and (10) we see that if velocity were 
diminished in the ratio of n to ], the first terms of the force- 
components Fy Oy H and the accelerational items dajdt, dv/dt, 
dw/dt would be diminished in the same ratio ; • while the other 
accelerational items dti/dt, dv/dty dwjdt are diminished in the ratio 
11? to 1. Hence the motion may be so slow that dujdty dvjdty dwjdt 
may be neglected in comparison with diijdt, dvjdt, dwjdt, and in 
comparison with /cV\ kV% kV^w; and when it is so the eciuations 
of motion become reduced to 


dt p 

do 

dt p 

<‘"..Vw+Uz-fY 

dt p \ dzj J 


p \ dxj 

Ur-f) 

P\ dij) 


(viscous licpiid) ...(17). 


§§ 12 — 13. Eqidlibriim or motion of an elastic solid, 

12. Going back to § 4, replace “ simple distortion,’' or “ shear ” 
instead of the speed of the change there considered : and let 
)i now denote, as in Art. xcil. Part i., § 46, rigidity-modulus, 
(instead of viscosity, as in § 4 of the present Article) ; and let Uy 
Vy Wy denote components of displacement (instead of velocity-com- 
ponents as in §§ 5 — 11 of the present Article). §§ 5—8 and all 
their formulas are applicable with no other change than elastic 
solids substituted everywhere for “viscous liquid.” §§ 9—11 are 
exclusively applicable to fluid motion. Instead of these we have 
only now to remark that each member of (12) must be zero for the 
equilibrium of an elastic solid and must be equal to the rate, per 
unit of time, of augmentation of momentum per unit volume of 
the solid for varying displacement from the point {x, y, z). Hence 
if p denote the mass of the solid per unit volume we have 


C?ll 


dp 


d?v dp „ 

(Pw —a dp , „ 


(elastic solid) ... (18). 
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13. TJie.SC equations are not confined to the case of an in- 
compressible solid, because if we do not take A = oo as in § 4, 
(3) of § 5 gives 

, (du , dv . dtu\ 

y — 

by which we may eliminate p from (18). The definition of k, 
called for brevity the bidk-moduliis, is implied in (1) § 45 of 
Article XCII. Part l. above. For the present however we shall 
suppose /j = GO , which requires that 

£ + dy + ir = ® 

With this and the three equations (18) we have four equations for 
the four unknown quantities u, v, w, p, 

§§ 14 — 20. Equilibrium or motion of an ideal substance called 
for brevity, Ether. 

14. What I am for the present calling ether, is an ideal sub- 
stance useful for extending the Mechanical representation of 
electric, magnetic, and galvanic forces,’' which constitutes Art. 
XXVII. Vol. I. of the present Eeprint, having first appeared under 
date Nov. 28, 1846, in the 1847 volume of the Cambridge and 
Dublin Mathematical Journal. For the present I suppose it abso- 
lutely incompressible. It has no intrinsic rigidity (elastic resist- 
ance to change of shape); but it has a quasi rigidity depending on 
an inherent quasi elastic resistance to absolute rotation. This 
quasi rigidity may be called simply rigidity for brevity ; but when 
it is to be distinguished from the known natural rigidity of an 
clastic solid it will be called gyrostatic rigidity. 

15. Let 71.20 denote the amount of torque per unit volume 
required to balance any portion of ether rotated through an in- 
finitesimal angle 0. The components of 0 round three rectan- 
gular axes are, as stated in my old paper of 1846 and as given 
originally by Stokes in 1845 (wsee VoL l. p. 112 of his Papers) 

\ fdw dv\ 1 fdu dw\ 1 fdv du\ . 

2\dy dz)' 2\dz dx)' ^\dx dy) 

where u, v, w denote the components of infinitesimal displacement 
at any point x, y, z. These rotational components (21), multiplied 
by 2n express the corresponding components of the torque per 
unit volume. 
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16. Hence, if we denote by S, T, U, tangential forces, each 
reckoned per unit of area, on the three quartets of faces of an in- 
finitesimal parallelepiped according to the directions, 



indicated for S by the annexed diagram * (fig. 1), and the sym- 
metrically corresponding directions for T and we have, 



Besides the tangential forces we may have equal pressures to 
any amount p on each of the twelve faces, and thus now instead 
of (6) above we have the following table of tractions on the faces 
of an infinitesimal parallepiped of ether. 

Tractions parallel to 

Faces acted on x \ y \ z ^ 



Compare with diagram on p. 33 above. 



4J44 VISCOUS LIQUID, ELASTIC SOLID, ETHER. [XCIX. 

Hence just as in §§ 7 and 12 above, wc find exactly the same 
equations of motion (18) and (20) above, as wc there found for an 
incompressible elastic solid. 

17. What then is the difference between our ether, and 
jelly as for brevity and according to common usage we shall 
call the incompressible elastic solid? No difference whatever 
in respect to the equilibrium-displacement, or the motion, 
throughout any portion of homogeneous substance of either kind, 
if the position and motion of every point in the bounding surface 
of the portion considered are the same for the two. But in 
respect to the traction on the bounding surface of a detached 
portion, and therefore also in respect of the interfacial relation 
between portions of the substance having different rigidities, 
there is an essential difference between the two, of vital im- 
portance for the inclusion of magnetic induction in our mechanical 
representation. 

18. At an interface between jellies of different rigidities, 
the equality of tangential tractions requires that the direction 
of the tangential component of shearing distortion be the same 
on the two sides of the interface, and that the product of its 
magnitude into the rigidity be equal on the two sides. 

The equality of normal tractions requires that — p plus twice 
the rigidity into the normal component of extension bo equal 
on the two sides of the interface. These conditions we sec im- 
mediately from the table of tractions (6) of § 7 above. 

19. Similarly we find from table (23) above, the following 
interfacial conditions for the ether, — The equality of tangential 
components requires that the tangential components of rotation 
on the two sides of the interface have their axes coincident, 
and that the product of the rotation into the rigidity have 
always the same value on the two sides. 

20. When the rigidity is equal on the two sides of an 
interface while there is discontinuity due to a difference of 
bodily force (§ 8 above), or of density and therefore of reaction 
against acceleration, on the two sides, all the interfacial conditions 
are the same for jelly and ether and may be mathematically 
expressed in the simplest manner by saying that p, and all the 
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nine differential coefficients of %i, v, w, must have equal values on 
the two sides of the interface, as we see by the following con- 
siderations. 

For simplicity let OX be perpendicular to the interface. 
The interfacial conditions are from (6) of § 7 above, for jelly, 


A dit 


continuous across the interface 



and from (23) of § 16 above, for other, 

/dv du\ ^ fdw 
VrfA* dy)' ^ dz) ^ 


-pi n\ 


continuous across the interface 


(25). 


The continuity of Uy v, w, requires that of the nine differential 
coefficients of u, v, w, the six with reference to y and z are equal 
on the two sides of the interface. Hence, and because 

Iz' ^ ® ^ repeated (26), 

dufdx also has equal values on the two sides of the interface. 
Thus of the nine differential coefficients there only remain dvjdx 
and dwjdx which can be different on the two sides of the interface, 
and these also are necessarily equal when n is equal on the two 
sides, as we see for jelly by (24) and for other by (25). Finally 
looking to the normal traction we see that the equality of du/dw 
secures for jelly by (24) above the equality of p when n is equal 
on the two sides of the interface; while by (25) for ether the 
condition is that p must be equal, whether the rigidity be equal 
on the two sides or not. 


§§ 21 — 28. Energy of stressed jelly or of stressed ether, 

21. Let bodily force be applied to the substance within any 
volume F, and surface tractions be applied to its surface, so as 
to produce, and to maintain in equilibrium any prescribed dis- 
placement, Uy Vy Wy Sit sniy polut Xy 7^, Zy of thc substRoce : it is 
required to find the whole amount of work which must have 
been done by these forces. The total amount of work done by 
the supposed actual forces, is the same as that which would be 
done, if the body were ideally divided into an infinite number of 
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infinitely small parts, and surface tractions applied to each of 
these parts, so as to give it the distortion, in the case of the 
jelly, or the rotation in the case of the ether, which it actually has 
in the prescribed circumstances. 

22. Taking the latter as the simpler case, first, we see at 
once that the work done on an infinitesimal portion is equal 
to the torque, due to half the actual rotation, which is the 
mean working couple ; multiplied into the amount of rotation, this 
being the angle through which the torque works. Hence if ^ 
denote twice the rotation and n the rigidity, as in § IG, we have 

work per unit of volume = (27), 

or in terms of rectangular coordinates. 



23. To find corresponding expression for work done on the 
jelly, let 0 be the centre of an infinitesimal parallelepiped and 
consider, of its three pairs of faces, the displacements parallel 
respectively' to a?, y, z. These we find to be as shown in the 
following table. 



Displacements parallel to 1 

Faces 

X 

y 

z 

BySz 




8z8x 



j. 1 5 ■ 

8xSy 



1 St 

J 


The amounts of work done on these displacements are to be 
calculated by multiplying by half the tractional forces shown in 
table (6) of § 7 above, remembering that these forces are in 
opposite directions on each pair of parallel faces. We thus find, 
for example, work done on pair of faces hy Sz, by traction parallel 
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work done on same faces by traction parallel to y, 
j s sj I [dv , du\ 


and similarly other seven items of the total work. Summing 
these, remembering that diijdx -h dvjdy + dwjdz^Q^ because of 
incompressibility, which annuls the sum of terms with p as factor, 
and dividing by hxhyhz to reduce to work down per unit of 
volume, we find 



....(30). 


This formula agrees with (7) of § 695 of Thomson and Tait’s 
Natural Philosophy, for the case of h = and ^ (e + /+ gY = 0* 
Its first line expresses the work done in virtue of distortion 
consisting of stretchings and shortenings parallel to x, y, z. The 
second line expresses the work done in virtue of three shearings 
in planes respectively perpendicular to x, y, z. 


24. Considering the fact that the equations of internal equi- 
librium or motion [(18) of § 12 above] are identical for jelly and 
ether, we see that if the boundary of our volume V (§ 21) of 
either substance, be held fixed, the work required to produce 
any specified internal displacement, must be the same for the 
two. Hence the volume integral of (30) for the whole of F, must 
be equal to the volume integral of (28), provided we have at 
boundary 

u — 0, ?; = 0, w = 0 (31). 


That it is so, we verify as follows : — 

From the first line of (30) subtract 

Thus instead of the first line of (30), wc have 

, . fdv dw dwdu du dv\ 

^ \dy dz dz dx dx dy) 


( 32 ). 



448 


VTSCOITS LIQUID, ELASTIC SOLID, ETHER. 


[XCIX. 


Now by a well-known process of integration by parts, performed 
twice on each term, with (31) satisfied at the boundary, we find 


///*’“*!'* (I 


dw dwdu dudv^ 


dy dz ^ dz dx ^ 


du dv\ 
dx dy) 

=///*'*!'*(£ a; 


dy) 

'dv dw ^ dw dll ^ du dv 
dy dx dz ^ dy 




Taking now the volume integral of (30) with its first line 
changed to (32), using (33), and taking the two lines together, 
we find for the total work required to produce the supposed 
displacement of the jelly. 


{(I" 


dvV (du 
dz) 



which is the same as that given directly for ether by (28) 
above. 


25. As an illustration, consider a case in which the given 
displacement is everywhere tangential to circles on coaxial 
cylindric circular surfaces, and equal at equal distances from the 
axis. Taking x, y in a plane perpendicular to the axis, we have 


It = — 


<iy 

r ^ 



w = 0, 


(35), 


where r denotes -f y^) and q the displacement at x, y, z, which 
is a function of i\ We find, 


du __ ^xy d (q\ 
dx r dr \r)' 

dv _x^ d (q\ q 
dx r dr \r) ^ r ’ 


dy r dr\r) r 
dy r dr \r/ 




....(3G). 


Whence, 


dv ^ du — y^ d / 5 \ 

dx dy r dr \r) 


(37), 


and 


dv _du _ 2 ® 

dx dy cJrVr/ r 


(38). 


The component of shearing parallel to x and y, is expressed by 
(37). Taking y=0 we find, for the shearing perpendicular to r 
in any part of the solid, 
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Contrast this with the formula (38) which expresses twice 
value of the rotation. Using (36) and (37) in (30) we find, 


the 


1 . os 

- 


vrd 

[dr 


* 1 


n X 


r 


.(40). 


Of this the first term expresses the contribution due to stretch- 
ings and shortenings in the directions x and y ; and the second 
term the contribution due to shearing parallel to x and y. Taking 
the two terms together and modifying algebraically we find for the 
total amount, 



(41), 


which of course might have been derived direct from (39). 


26. To find now, the total energy of displacement, in any 
cylindric portion of the substance of radius 6, coaxal with the line 
of displacement, we must, for the jelly, multiply (41) by I'lrrdr and 
integrate ; and for the ether we must multiply the square of (38) 
by \n X ^Trrdr and integrate ; taking each integration between the 
limits r = 0 and r = 6. Modifying the formula in the second case, 
by performing the integration in a part of it, we find, for the 
substance within a cylindric surface of radius a. 


energy of jelly = ttw 
energy of ether = irn 



' (42), 


2 

+ 



...(43), 


where denotes the value of g- for r = b. In the case of zero dis- 
placement over the bounding surface, g*, = 0, and the energy of the 
jelly is equal to the energy of the ether, verifying our result of 
§ 24 above. 


27. As a sub-example let (in accordance with the notation of 
§ 22 above) 

q = for r < a (44), 


g = — for r > a 


(45). 


By (39) and (38) we find, 

0 = shearing perpendicular to r ; 
^ = 2 X rotation ; 


for r<a (46). 


T. Ill, 


29 
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= shearing perpendicular to r ; 


for r > a... (47). 


0 = rotation ; J 

In this case (42) and (43) give, for the cylindric portion of radius a, 
energy of jelly = 0 ; energy of ether = ^ . . . (48). 


Similarly by volume-integration, through space to infinity around 
the cylinder, we find, 

energy of jelly = ; energy of ether = 0 . . .(49) ; 

and thus we see that the total energy is the same in the two cases, 
although its seats are different, being the external space for the 
jelly, and the internal space for the ether. This case, whether we 
take jelly or ether as the substance, represents perfectly the circum- 
stances of the electro-magnetic action on the space inside and out- 
side of an infinitely tliin circular cylindric solenoid of electric 
current, according to the principle given in my old paper referred 
to in § 14 above. 


28. A more elaborate illustration, easily worked out, to repre- 
sent the case of a solenoid of finite length, and to show for the 
case of very great length, the continuity from uniform rotation in 
the interior at great distance from the ends, to irrotational circular 
displacement in the external space around the central parts of the 
solenoid, was part of the development which in Nov. 184G I re- 
served for a future paper.” The whole doctrine of lines of mag- 
netic force, and electro-magnetic solenoids, is now so well known, 
that I need scarcely now reserve these details for a future paper, 
and may safely leave them to be worked out by students of electro- 
magnetism as exercises on the subject. 


§§ 29 — 45. Mechanical representation of the magnetic force of 
an electro-magnet 

29. Imagine a piece of endless cord, in the shape of a 
circle, or of any other closed curve or polygon, to be imbedded 
in jelly, and a tangential force to be applied to this cord uni- 
formly all round its circuit. To render our representation quite 
exact, let the substance of the cord be of exactly the same quality 
as the jelly in which it is imbedded ; or simply imagine a portion 
of homogeneous continuous jelly, to take the place of the cord 
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which we imagined first to fix the ideas : and let the supposed 
uniform tangential force be applied directly to this circuital* 
portion of the ether uniformly all round its circuit. ' For the 
present we suppose the greatest transverse diameter of cross- 
section of the circuital volume to be small in comparison to the 
radius of curvature of the circuital line : in other words we 
suppose it to be the space occupied by a thin wire (which need 
not be of circular section nor of uniform section, nor of uniform 
gauge, throughout its length), bent into any shape with its 
two ends united, subject only to the condition that the radius of 
curvature of the bend must be everywhere great in comparison 
with the greatest diameter of the wire in any part. 

30. The forces thus applied tangentially all round an endless 
line of the jelly produces a tangential drag on the jelly all around, 
and causes displacement and distortion less and less at greater 
and greater distances, becoming nil only at infinitely great 
distances. The rotatory displacement, or as we shortly call it 
the rotation, at any point of the jelly, caused by tlic supposed 
circuital force, is equal to half the magnetic force at the corre- 
sponding point in the neighbourhood of a conducting wire, taking 
the place of our tangentially applied force and having an electric 
current steadily maintained through it. 

This is the '‘mechanical representation'' of electro-magnetic 
force due to a closed circuit, deduced from the expression (ill.) 
given for the magnetic force due to an infinitesimal element of 
a circuit in Art. xxvii., Vol. i., already referred to. It is in- 

* After much consideration I have adopted this word, though it is not found in 
the dictionaries. Instead of it I should have said anniilai\ were it not that this 
would unduly limit the idea to be conveyed. Annular would describe perfectly a 
“ toroidal or “ anchor-ring ” shape, even though considerably deviating from the 
circular forms of aperture and cross-section, but it could scarcely convey to the 
mind the idea of an ordinary helix of wire, with its two ends united, whether 
outside or inside the helix : and still less could it convey the idea of a single endless 
cord in the form of some complex knot, or of an ordinary piece of knitting with the 
ends of the thread united : all which configurations are included in the general 
designation of a circuital portion of space or a circuital piece of matter. In con- 
nection with Riemann’s geometrical doctrine of multiple continuity, the “circuital” 
portion of space here considered, of however complicated configuration, has duplex 
continuity. A piece of matter of any shape with a single hole bored through it, 
presents the simplest case of a circuital piece of matter and is continuous in species 
with an ordinary ring of any proportions. 


29—2 
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teresting to know that it is applicable not merely to all cases 
of coils of wire in electro-magnetic instruments, but to the most 
complex piece of knitting, or knotting or weaving, referred to 
in the footnote above, with one thread only or any number of 
threads, provided only that no thread has an end. 

31. To learn to understand it perfectly however, think first 
of the very simplest case, — a thin circular ring with an electric 
current somehow maintained through it, an arrangement called 
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a “ring electro-magnet” [Brit Associationy Belfast, 1852, Elec- 
trostatics and Magnetisniy Art. 35). Its lines of magnetic force 
are represented in the accompanying diagram, which was first 
given in my paper on “Vortex Motion” {Trans, R, 8, E,y 1869), 
to represent the lines of motion of a liquid circulating irrota- 
tionally through a circular ring. The line OZ is perpendicular 
to the plane of the ring, through its centre, and the diagram 
shows the lines of fluid motion, in one plane through this axis. 
Imagine now the smallest oval (approximately a circle) seen with 
its centre in OX, to be a cross-section of a solid circular ring, 
imbedded in the jelly, and let an infinitesimal rotation be given 
to this ring round its axis, OZ, The jelly dragged round with it 
will be infinitesimally rotated, in every part. Every part of OZ is 
clearly an axis of the rotation of the jelly around it, and at every 
part of this line the rotation is in the same direction as that 
given to the solid ring. Looking at any one of the completed 
oval curves in the diagram, for instance the largest complete 
one, (marked *3), we can readily understand that at the part of 
the line nearest to the point 0, the rotation of the jelly is in 
the same direction as that of the ring. Following this line out 
to the farthest point, we see how the axis of molecular rotation 
gradually turns through an angle of 180°, until we come to the 
most remote part of the oval from 0 where the rotation is round 
an axis parallel to the axis of the ring, but in a direction opposite 
to that of the rotation of the ring. Now instead of a thin ring, 
imagine a thin open circular cylinder of rigid material, of any 
length very small or very great, imbedded in the jelly and an 
infinitesimal rotation given to it : we thus have, when the cylinder 
is very long and the distances of its ends very great from the 
part of the jelly considered whether outside or inside the cylinder, 
the case which was fully investigated in § 26 above. We can 
now readily understand, whether with reference to lines of 
electro- magnetic force, or with reference to lines of rotational 
axes in jelly, the continuity of species between the ring electro- 
magnet and the bar electro-magnet. But the bar electro-magnet 
of which the mechanical representation is given by a thin rigid 
cylinder imbedded in jelly and infinitesimally rotated, is as we 
shall see presently, one in wdiich the surface-density of the 
current round the cylinder diminishes towards each end according 
to law discoverable only by transcendental analysis. 
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82 . Whether we consider the thin ring or the cylinder, let 
us now suppose its material to be jelly of the same rigidity as, 
and continuous with, the jelly which we are supposing to occupy 
all space: and let us suppose a force perpendicular to the axis 
of the cylinder or ring, to be uniformly applied at every point of 
this portion of the jelly. 

The displacement at every point of the substance, whether in 
the infinite portion not acted on by force, or in the finite portion 
acted on by force, is calculated synthetically from (ill.) of Art. 
XXVII., Vol. I. above, without any mathematical analysis. This 
is true not only for a ring of circular section, but for one of any 
sectional figure whatever; look for example at the annexed 
diagram, representing a cross-section with an angular projection 



Fig. 3. 


and an angular groove. The synthetical calculation will clearly 
show a less displacement of the jelly in the neighbourhood of 
the projecting edge, and a greater displacement in the neighbour- 
hood of the angular groove, than over the rest of the circum- 
ference of the portion on which the force acts*. In the case in 


* If the portion acted on wore rigid, a highly transcendental problem of 
analysis would have to be solved, to compel the displacement of the jelly to be the 
same as that of the boundary of the rigid ring, over the surface of meeting of the 
two substances. This problem has no special interest unless of a purely mathe- 
matical kind, and I refer to it only to show the signiticance of the condition (§§ 29— 
32 above), that the circuital portion of the jelly acted on by force has the same 
rigidity as all the surrounding jelly within influential distance. 
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which the cross-section is circular, the applied force will clearly 
give the greatest displacement at or near the centre, of the circle, 
and the plane circle of the undisturbed cross-section will become 
infinitesimally convex in the direction in which it is urged by 
the force (which, be it remembered, is in each part of the ring 
perpendicular to the cross-section). It will be proved in § 34 
below that the convexity* in the case of parallel straight rods, 
acted on by equal contrari* wards forces, is the same in all parts 
of the cross-section, whatever be the shape of its boundary. 

The subject of these §§ 32 and 33 is the mechanical repre- 
sentation of an electric current flowing through a conductor of 
whatever shape of cross-section, for example that of the annexed 
diagram. We have hitherto supposed the force uniform in all 
parts of the cross-section ; and it is on this supposition, that 
the convexity produced by it is uniform in the case of the 
straight rods. But if the forces in different parts of the cross- 
section be different, the electric-current system which is repre- 
sented is that of the unequal distribution of current in a con- 
ductor composed of different metals laid together parallel, so as 
to constitute one conductor of different conductivity in different 
parts of its cross-section, but of the same conductivity in corre- 
sponding parts of different cross-sections. When, through a 
conductor thus constituted, a continuous current is maintained 
by a dynamo or a voltaic battery, the current-density across 
different parts of the cross-section is in direct proportion to the 
electric conductivity, provided the radius of curvature of the 
circuit is large in comparison with diameter of cross-section. 

33. In §§ 31 — 32 we have considered a circular circuit. This 
has the simplicity of perfect homogeneousness all round the cir- 
cuit ; but on the other hand it presents a problem of which the 
solution, even in its simplest case, of a very thin ring of circular 
cross-section can only be expressed in terms of elliptic trans- 
cendents. We shall now consider a mathematically much easier 

* By “the convexity of a surface” I mean the sum of its curvatures in mutually 
perpendicular normal cross-sections (the algebraic sum, of course, when the two 
curvatures are in opposite directions). In the present case the surface deviates 
very little from the plane cross-section of the ring, and any two planes perpendicular 
to it and to one another are approximately enough the “ two mutually perpendicu- 
lar normal sections ” of the dehnitiou. 
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case,— forces of equal total amounts applied longitudinally in 
opposite directions to two parallel cylindric or prismatic portions 
of an infinite homogeneous jelly : the electric-current analogue is, 
equal and opposite currents in two straight parallel conductors. 
Everything said in § 32 is applicable without change to this case ; 
and conversely the results of the simple mathematical treatment 
which we can now apply are available to demonstrate the pro- 
position as to convexity, which was stated in § 32. 


34. Take OZ parallel to the portions of the jelly of which the 
forces arc applied ; so that with the notation of § 12, 

16 = 0, i; = 0, X = 0, F = 0, and dpjdz = 0. 

As we are at present concerned with equilibrium (ffwjdt^ = 0, and 
thus (18) reduces to 

+ i!’= 0 (50) ; 


and in the present case we have 


— dho 

v%=-^,+ 


.(51). 


dx^ ^ drf 

This shows that is equal to the convexity of the disturbed 
cross-section, and therefore (50) proves all the statements of § 32 
regarding convexity. 


35. By (50) we see according to Poisson s well-known theorem 
(Thomson and Tait’s Natural Philosophy, 2nd Edition, § 494) 
that the displacement, w, is equal to the potential of an ideal 
distribution of positive or negative matter, of density numerically 
equal to Zj^^irn. The displacement of any point of the jelly is there- 
fore calculable by mere summation without other mathematical 
work, whatever be the forms of cross-sections of the two cylindric 
portions of the jelly acted on ; or generally whatever be the whole 
distribution of the force, supposing only that Z is given for every 
pair of values of x and y. The condition that the total amounts 
of force in the two directions are equal (mathematically expressed 

by I I dxdyZ=0), is imposed, because if it were not fulfilled, 

w would be infinitely great. 


36. Let now force be applied arbitrarily at every po nt of an 
infinite homogeneous elastic solid, which for a moment we may 
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suppose to be not incompressible. Let X, F, Z denote its com- 
ponents, reckoned per unit of volume, at any point on, y, z. Sup- 
posing X, F, Z to be arbitrarily given functions of x, y, z, we can 
find u, V, w synthetically (by mere addition) just as we solved the 
simpler problem of § 35 above. To prove this, take the equations 
of equilibrium, (18) and (19) of § 13 above, with the accelerational 

d d 

terms of (18) omitted. Taking ^ of the first, of the second, 
-j of the third of (18), and using (19), wc find 



dX dY 

dx d>j 


dZ 

dz' 


( 32 ). 


Hence by Poisson’s theorem (Thomson and Tait, § 494), we sec 
that is equal to the potential of an ideal distribution of matter 
of density equal to 


k (dXdY dZ\. 

R + /c \ rfa? dy dz ) ' ^ 


(53). 


Thus determinatcly we find p by purely synthetical process (mere 
addition). Then using this value in equation (18) wc find by 
another application of Poisson’s theorem ti, v, w determinatcly. 


37. 


We have an exceedingly important case if we take 


dX ^d^^dZ 

dx dy dz 


,(54)^. 


A distribution of bodily force on matter (solid or fluid) continuously 
occupying space, I call a circuital forcive'f* if it fulfils this condition 
(54) : because the forcive described in § 29 above is a particular 
case of it, and it on the other hand may be regarded as constituted 
of an infinite number of forcives applied along closed curves J 
according to the condition stated in § 29. 


* See footnote on Electrostatics and Mafjnetisvi, § 513. 

t Forcive is a word which has been introduced by my brother, Prof. James 
Thomson, to denote quite generally any system of forces such as, for example, a 
force or a number of forces acting on a rigid body, or on any system of particles, or 
any distribution of bodily or surface force on an elastic or fluid body. 

X An example of a circuital forcive is, the triangle of forces or the polygon of 
forces, in elementary statics, by which I mean forces numerically equal to the sides 
of the triangle or polygon and applied in the lines of the sides, not as sometimes 
meant, forces applied in parallel lines through one point (Thomson and Tait’s 
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38. For the case in which the given forcive is circuital, (52) 
shows that p = 0 through all space and therefore equations (18) 
become 

nV^a + X = 0, -f F= 0, -f -Z' = 0 (55). 

Hence in this case as in the sub-case in § 35 above, % v, w are 
equal to the potentials of distributions of matter, having their 
densities respectively equal to X/47ni, F/47r;i, Zj^irn ; and it is 
interesting to remark that the elastic solid need not be incom- 
pressible ; the displacement at every point being the same, what- 
ever its compressibility may be, as if its resistance to compression 
were infinite. 


39. The completed mechanical representation of an electro- 
magnet consisting of any distribution whatever of closed electric 
currents, is as follows : — Let X, F, Z denote components of electric 
current per unit of area and X, (r, H the components of the mag- 
netic force at (co, y, z) due to it : we have 

p_dw_^da IT dv 
dz" dy^ dz ^ ~ dy ~ d^ 

where a, w are determined by equations (55) of § 38 from 
X, F, Zy supposed given. 


40. From (56), with (20) we find 


dG__dH ^ 
dz dy 


dFyO 

dx dz ' dy dx 


-W..(57), 


whence by (55), 

dG^^^X dM 

dz dy ^ n ’ dx 


^ Y dF_dG_Z 
dz^n^ dy 


Hence if an infinite homogeneous solid (compressible or incom- 
pressible) be in some part or parts acted on by a circuital forcive 
or circuital forcives, we have throughout every part unacted on 
by force, 

F = 


dx 


dr 


II 


^dx 
dz ' 


(59), 


Elements of Natural Fhilosophy^ §§ 411, 416). The polygon of forces (which need 
not be a plane polygon) applied to a rigid body, is reducible to a single couple, 
whose component round any axis is equal to twice the area of the orthogonal pro- 
jection of polygon on a plane perpendicular to that axis. 
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where x denotes a function of w, y, z, which obviously must be of 
the “many valued'' class (such as tan"'y/a?, or generally the 
apparent area of a circuit, as in § 43 below). In § 43 the fol- 
lowing rule for finding it will be proved. Divide all the space 
acted on by circuital forcives or forcives into infinitely thin linear 
portions separated by ideal interfaces, each constituted by endless 
lines of force ; so that each of these linear portions is endless, and 
may for brevity be called a ring. It is convenient to consider the 
cross-section of each ring as being an infinitesimal quadrilateral 
or an infinitesimal hexagon. The defining condition (54) of the 
circuital forcive is equivalent to a statement*, that for different 
points of each one of the rings the cross-sectional area varies in- 
versely as the force per unit of volume. Perform the partitioning 
so that the cross-sectional areas are inversely proportional to the 
forces across thorn. Let q be the force per unit of volume, multi- 
plied by the cross-sectional area in any part of the solid which 
is acted on by force, and n the rigidity of the solid ; then 
^ = (ry/47ni) X the sum of the apparent areas as seen from P of all 
the rings into which the part of the solid acted on by force is 
ideally divided. 

The function x determined is, in the electro-magnetic 
analogue, the magnetic potential at (a?, y, z) of the electric current 
system (X, 7, Z). 


§§ 41 — 43. Synthesis of a circuital forcive from a single force 
applied through a space comprised within an infinitely small dis- 
tance from a point in an incompressible elastic solid (jelly). 


Let P be the force, m, n the direction cosines of OK, its 
direction. The solution (ill.) of my old paperf (Vol. I. Art. xxvii.) 
gives for the displacement at (x, y, z). 


1 d lx my -\-nz ^ I 
dx 1 




j 


^ _ Q / 1 d lx my -f nz m\ 
\ 2 dy r r) 


w 




1 d lx + my 4- n 

2 dz r 


■9 


.(60), 


* See footnote on Electrostatics and Maffnetism, § 513. 

t See also Thomson and Tait, § 731. In the reference to “Mathematical and 
Physical Papers,” “ Stokes ” is written inalvertently instead of “ Thomson.” 
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where C denotes a coefficient which must be determined to make 
the total force applied equal to the given amount P. A ready and 
easily understood way of doing this is to consider an infinite cylin- 
der of any finite radius, 6, having its axis along OK, The jelly 
within this cylinder drags the jelly outside it with tangential 
traction, parallel to the axis of the cylinder, diminishing in inten- 
sity with distance from 0 in cither direction, and is equal in total 
amount to P. To work this out in the easiest way take OK along 
OX, We have, Z = 1, m = 0, = 0, and (56) give 


1 





2 r® 



ocz 


j 


(61). 


The tangential drag parallel to OX, in the plane parallel to ZOX 
through any point (w, y, z), is as follows, 



where n denotes the rigidity. 


Putting and z = 0, in this we sec that the tangential 

drag produced by the jelly within, upon the jelly external to 
the cyliridric surface of radius r and axis OX, per unit length of 
the cylinder, is 


27r5nO 




( 02 ). 


Hence we have, 

P = iSnrVnG (63), 


whence, 


47rn 


.(64). 


42. Let us now find the displacements due to a circuital 
forcive applied to an infinitely thin endless line, or ring, ABQDA, 
of the jelly. Let rj, f be the coordinates of any point, Q, in 
this line, and ds an infinitesimal element of its length through Q. 
Then if q denote the force per unit of length of the circuit, so 
that the force on the element ds is qds, we may substitute this 
for P in (64) ; and the components of displacement at x, y, z 



XCIX.] MECHANICAL REPRESENTATION OF MAONETIC FORCE. 461 


due to this force will be given by (60) with a?— y — z — K, 
substituted for x, y, z. Thus taking first one component only, we 
find 


contribution to m = 


qds 

47rn 



d 


d d \ 


a;— f 



..(65); 


the form of this expression being found from (60) by remarking 
that 


dcc — ^^dx — ^ d y — 7f d x — ^ 

dx r d^ r ' dx r dy r * 

d z- ^ d X— ^ 
dx r (l^ r 

Remembering now that I, w, n are the direction-cosines of 
tlie length ds at the point (|^, y, f) of the circuit, we see that, 
the first chief part in the second member of (65) disappears in 
integration round the circuit ABQDA^ and we find for the total 
of i/; and similarly for those of v and w, 



where ds denotes integration round the whole circuit ABQDA. 


43. 


Hence by (56) we find 

47rn J r 

47rn J 


(67). 


Now from these we verify immediately that 
Fdx -h Ody 4- Hdz 


is a complete differential ; and for its integral % according to 
notation of (59), we find 




[n (y - r} )-m(z- Q] [(x-^)- r] 


...( 68 ). 


Calling the points (as, y, z) and (f, t), f ), P and Q respectively, 
consider the conical surface traced by carrying Q all round the 
circuit ABQDA, and think of the spherical area enclosed by it on 
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a spherical surface of unit radius, havitig P for its centre. By 
elementary geometry of three dimensions, the formula after / in 
(68) is seen to be ecjual to the portion of the area contained 
between the element of periphery corresponding to ds and planes 
through its extremities and PX, a line through P parallel to x. 
Hence the complete integral is equal to the whole of the spherical 
area considered, and therefore, denoting this area by ft, we have 


X = 


(/ft 

47ru 


(69). 


ft is called the apparent area of the circuit as seen from P. 
This is the promised proof, of the rule for magnetic potential, 
and its analogue in the theory of elastic solids which was given 
in § 40. 


44. We have now completed in §§ 29 — 43, the development 
which in my short article of forty-three years ago, “ I reserved 
for a future paper.*' Everything in this development is ap- 
plicable indifferently to our ideal substance which we have called 
‘ether*, and to an ordinary incompressible elastic solid (jelly). 
Why not then be satisfied with the ordinary solid hn* our 
mechanical representation ? The peculiar effect on lines of 
magnetic force due to “ inductive magnetisation,” was not 
alluded to in my article of 1847. It might be imagined that 
these effects could be included in the analogy by giving different 
rigidities to the jelly in different parts, to correspond to their 
different magnetic permeabilities*. But this is not so; and 
it was the marvellous exigencies of an attempt to include in- 
ductive magnetisation f, in the mechanical representation, that 
compelled the assumption of a quasi-elastic force, depending 
on absolute rotation, and not otherwise on distortion ; and this 
compelled the introduction of the now ideal substance which we 
have been calling ‘ether*. The interfacial condition to be satisfied 
at the interface between two substances of different permeabilities 
in a magnetic field, is that the normal components of the mag- 
netic force are equal on the two sides of the interface, while 
the tangential components are to one another as the magnetic 
permeabilities of the substance on the two sides: the term 
“ magnetic force** being here used according to what I have 

See Electrostatics and Magnetism^ § 628. 
t See Art. cii. § 19 below. 
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called the electro-magnetic definition*. The magnetic force 
being in our analogy the rotation of the jelly, or ether, we see 
by § 20 above that the proper interfacial condition between sub- 
stances of different rigidity (n), is not fulfilled by the jelly, and is 
fulfilled by the ether. 

45. We can now understand perfectly in our mechcanical repre- 
sentation, the enormously greater energy of a bar electro-magnet 
with a soft iron core, than that of an equal and similar bar electro- 
magnet with the same strength of current but with no soft iron 
core. In the place of the soft iron core we must suppose ether 
of vastly less rigidity than that of the ether through the rest of 
space, whether copper or air. If we suppose the copper which 
carries the electric current to lie in a thin cylimlric shell of 
mean radius a, the mechanical analogue, for the case of no soft 
iron core, is the fully investigated case in §§ 26 — 28. Now, to 
represent the case of a soft iron core of permeability 300, suppose 
the value of n for the ether in the space corresponding to the 
soft iron core, to be 1/300 of its value elsewhere, and let the 
circuital forcive be the same as that in the former case. Remark 
that, within the cylinder and within the space around outside 
it, at distances from the axis small in comparison with distances 
from the ends, the ecpiilibrium of the ether depends simply on 
the balancing of the sum of tonjues resisting the rotation of 
the ether, within the cylindric shell by the circuital forcive in 
the shell, there being no rotation, and therefore no contribution 
to the forcive balanced, in the ether outside the shell, except 
in the neighbourhoods of the ends. Hence in this case, the 
rotation, and therefore the energy of the ether within the shell, 
must be 300 times what it was in the former case, except near 
the ends. In the neighbourhoods of the ends we should have 
for the ether, the transcendental problem to solve which Green 
attacked and solved for magnetic induction, by a confessedly 
imperfect approximation in § 17+ of his now celebrated essay 

* That is to say, the magnetic force in the air in an ideal crevasse, perpendicular 
to the lines of magnetisation. To avoid circumlocutions 1 shall always use the 
term ** magnetic force” according to this definition, unless in any case it is 
expressly stated, that the “ polar definition,” or the magnetic force in air in an 
ideal crevasse tangential to lines of magnetisation is meant. See Electrostaticn and 
Mapnetism, footnotes on §§ 516 and 517, and end of postscript to § 517. 

+ See Green’s Math, Papem, p. 107. 
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on the application of mathematical analysis, to the theories of 
electricity and magnetism. 

Contrast this with the circumstances when we have ‘jelly* 
instead of ‘ether*. There being no distortion (except in the 
neighbourhoods of the ends) within the cylinder, the greater or 
less rigidity of the jelly there makes no difference to the result. 
We might in fact suppose the jelly removed and a hollow space 
left within the cylinder. The irrotational motion through the 
jelly outside, except near the ends, would be the same as if the 
whole space were filled with homogeneous material. The seat 
of the energy is altogether outside the cylinder as was seen in 
(§ 27) above. The equilibrium of the jelly in these circum- 
stances is the balancing of the circuital forcive in the shell, by 
forcive of elastic resistance to distortion throughout the sur- 
rounding jelly, with its irrotational displacement in the parts 
surrounding the middle of the cylinder, and its rotational dis- 
placement corresponding to the lines of magnetic force in the 
neighbourhoods of the ends. 

46. It need scarcely be said that the ‘ ether * which we have 
assumed, is a merely ideal substance. It seems to me highly 
probable however, that the assumed dependence of its forcive on 
absolute rotation, is at all events analogous to the truth of real ether. 
Even in the simple assumption of § 14 to which we were forced 
by the consideration alone of magnetic susceptibility, we tacitly 
adopted a property which goes straight towards explaining Stokes’ 
theory of aberration*, which is, that the earth and the other hea- 
venly bodies give only irrotational motion to the ether by their 
motions through it. This in fact is the case for the infinitesimal 
motions of smooth hard solids or plastic solids filling vesicular 
hollows in our ether. Generally our * ether,* whether extending to 
infinity in all directions, and having vesicular or tubular hollows, 
or a finite portion of it given with a boundary of any shape, pro- 
vided that only normal pressure act on the boundary ; takes pre- 
cisely the same motion for any given motion of the boundary, as 
does a frictionless incompressible liquid in the same space, showing 
the same motion of boundary. I need scarcely remind persons 
who know hydrokinetics, that the velocity of any part of the sub- 


Stokes, Math, and Phys, Papen, Vol. i. pp. 124, 153 — 15G. 
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stance is always that which for normal component velocity, given 
at every part of the boundary, has minimum* kinetic energy. 

47. Hitherto our representation has been purely static. An 
obvious kinetic extension is expressed by the equations of motion 
(18) of § 12 above to any case in which the forcive (A, F, Z) 
is applied to a limited portion of the jelly or ether, and is a 
periodic function of the time. We thus liave simply the nndu- 
latory theory of light, as an inevitable consecpience of believing 
that the displacement of elastic solid by which, in my old paper, 
I gave merely a “ representation of the electric currents and the 
corresponding magnetic forces, is a reality. But to give anything 
like a satisfactory material realisation of Maxwell’s electro-magnetic 
theory of light, it is necessary to show electrostatic force in re- 
lation to the forcive (X, F, Z) of my formulas; to explain the 
generation of heat according to Ohm’s law in virtue of the action 
of this forcive when it causes an electric current to flow through 
a conductor ; and to show liow it is that the velocity of light in 
ether is equal to, or perhaps we should rather say, is, the number of 
electro-static units in the electro-magnetic unit of electric quantity. 
All this essentially involves the consideration of ponderable matter 
permeated by, or imbedded in ether, and a tertiuni quid which we 
may call electricity, a fluid go-between, serving to transmit force 
between ponderable matter and ether and to cause by its flow 
the molecular motions of ponderable matter which we call heat. 
T see no way of suggesting properties of matter, of electricity, or of 
ether, by which all this, or any more than a very slight approach to 
it, can be done, and I think we must feel at present that the triple 
alliance, ether, electricity, and ponderable matter is rather a result 
of our want of knowledge, and of capacity to imagine beyond the 
limited present horizon of physical science, than a reality of 
nature. 

48. The following article is a contribution towards showing 
how a jointed framework subject to gyrostatic domination can 
fulfil the law of forcive which, without molecular hypothesis, and 
without any other suggestion as to ultimate cause, is assumed in 
§ 14 for our ether. See also Art. cii. §§ 20 — 27. 

* See Thomson and Tait, Vol. i. § 317, Ex. 3. 


T TIT. 
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Art. C. On a Gyrostatic Adynamk; Constitution for 

‘ Ether.’ 

§§ 1...6 Translated from Comptea Rendua, Sept. 16, 1889. 

§§ 7,.. 15 From Proceedimja Royal Society of Edinburgh, Mar, 17, 1890. 

1. Consider the double assemblage of the red and blue atoms 
of § 69 of Art. xcvii. above. Annul all the forces of attraction 
and of repulsion between the atoms. Join each red to its blue 
neighbour by a rigid bar, as in the little model which I submitted 
to the Academy in my last communication. We shall thus have, 
abutting on each red atom and on each blue, four bars making 
between them obtuse angles, each equal to tt — oos*^ J. 

2. Let us suppose that each atom be a little sphere, instead 
of being a point ; that each bar is provided at its extremities with 
spherical caps (as in § 70 of Art. X(JVii.), rigidly fixed to it, and 
kept in contact with the surface of the spheres by proper guards, 
leaving the caps free to slide upon the spherical surfaces. We 
shall thus have realised an articulated molecular structure, which 
in aggregate constitutes a perfect incompressible quasi-liquid. 
The deformations must be infinitely small, and such deformations 
imply diminutions of volume, infinitely small and of the second 
order, or proportional to their squares, which we may neglect. It 
is because of this limitation that we have not a perfect incom- 
pressible liquid, without the qualification ‘ quasi.’’ But this 
limitation does not alter at all the perfection of our ether, so 
far as concerns its fitness to transmit luminous waves. 

8. Now to give to our structure the quasi-elasticity which it 
requires in order to produce the luminous waves, let us attach to 
each bar a gyrostatic pair composed of two Foucault gyroscopes, 
mounted according to the following instructions. 

4. Instead of a simple bar, let us take a bar of which the 
central part, for a third of its length for example, is composed of 
two rings in planes perpendicular to one another. Let the centre 
of each ring, and a diameter of each ring, be in the line of the bar. 
Let the two rings be the exterior rings of gyroscopes, and let the 
axes of the interior rings be mounted perpendicularly to the line 
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of the bar. Let us now place the interior rings, with their planes 
in those of the exterior rings, and consequently with the axes of 
their flywheels in the line of the bar. Let us give speeds of 
rotation, equal, but in opposite directions, to the two flywheels. 

5. The gyrostatic pair thus constituted (that is to say, thus 
constructed and thus energised) has the singular property of 
requiring a Poinsot couple to be applied to the bar in order to 
hold it at rest in any position inclined to the position in which it 
was given. The moment of this couple, L, remains sensibly con- 
stant until the axes of the flywheels have turned through consider- 
able angles from their original direction in the primitive line of 
the bar ; and is given by the following formula which is easily 
demonstrated by the theory of the gyroscope, 

Ij — - ■ ~ %y 

i meaning the angle, supposed infinitely small, between the length 
of the bar in its deviated position and in its primitive position, m 
meaning the mass of one of the flywheels, meaning its moment 
of inertia, eu meaning its angular velocity, /a meaning the moment 
of inertia about the axis of the pivots of the interior ring, of the 
entire mass (ring and flywheel) which they support. 

0. Our jointed structure, with the bars placed between the 
black and white atoms, carrying the gyrostatic pairs, is not now 
as formerly without rigidity ; but it has an altogether peculiar 
rigidity, which is not like that of ordinary elastic solids, of which 
the forces of elasticity depend simply on the deformations which 
they suffer. On the contrary, its forces depend directly on the 
absolute rotations of the bars and only depend on the deformations, 
because these arc kinematic consequences of the rotations of the 
bars. This relation of the quasi-elastic forces with absolute rota- 
tion, is just that which we require for the ether, and especially to 
explain the phenomena of electro-dynamics and magnetism. 

7. The structure thus constituted, though it has some interest 
as showing a special kind of quasi-solid elasticity, due to rotation 
of matter having no other properties but rigidity and inertia, 
does not fulfil exactly the conditions of Art. xcix., § 14. The 
irrotational distortion of the substance or structure, regarded as 

30—2 
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.T hoinogeiieoiis assemblage of double points, involves essentially 
rotations of some of the connecting bars, and therefore requires 
a balancing forcive. For the ‘ether* of Art. xcix. no forcive 
must be needed to produce any irrotational deformation : and any 
displacement whether merely rotational, or rotational and de- 
formational, must require a constant couple in simple proportion 
to the rotation and round the same axis. In a communication 
to the Royal Society of Edinburgh of a year ago, I stated the 
problem of constructing a jointed model under gyrostatic domina- 
tion to fulfil the condition of having no rigidity against irrotational 
deformations, and of resisting rotation, or rotational deformation, 
with quasi-elastic forcive in simple proportion to rotation. I 
gave a solution, illustrated by a model, for the case of points all 
in one plane; but I did not then see any very simple three- 
dimensional solution. After many unavailing efforts, I have 
recently found the following. 

8, Take six fine straight rods and six straiglit tubes all of 
the same length, the internal diameter of the tubes exactly equal 
to the external diameter of the rods. Join all the twelve to- 
gether with ends to one point P. Mechanically this might be 
done (but it would not be worth the doing), by a ball-and-twelve- 
socket mechanism. The condition to be fulfilled is simply that 
the axes of the six rods and of the six tubes all pass through 
one point P. Make a vast number of such clusters of six tubes 
and six rods, and, to begin with, place their jointed ends so as 
to constitute an equilateral homogeneous assemblage of points 
P, P, ... each connected to its twelve nearest neighbours by a 
rod of one sliding into a tube of the other. This assemblage of 
points we shall call our primary assemblage. The mechanical con- 
nections between them do not impose any constraint : each point 
of the assemblage may be moved arbitrarily in any direction, 
while all the others are at rest. The mechanical connections exist 
merely for the sake of providing us with rigid lines joining the 
points, or more properly rigid cylindric surfaces having their axes 
in the joining lines. Make now a rigid frame G of three rods 
fixed together at right angles to one another through one point 0. 
Place it with its three bars in contact with the three pairs of 
rigid sides of any tetrahedron 

(PF, P"P"'), (PP", P"'P'), (PP'", P''P'), 
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of our primary assemblage. Place similarly other similar rigid 
frames (?, G\ &c., on the edges of all the tetrahedrons con- 
gener (Art. xcvii., § 13) to the one first chosen, the points 
0, O', O'O" &c. form a second homogeneous assemblage, related 
to the assemblage of P's just as the reds are related to the blues 
in Art. xcvii., § 69. 

9. The position of the frame 0, that is to say its orientation 
and the position of its centre 0 (six disposables) is completely 
determined by the four points P, P', P", P". (Thomson and 
Tait's Natural Pliilosphyy § 198, and Elements, § 168.) If its 
bars were allowed to break away from contact with the three 
pairs of edges of the tetrahedrons, we might choose as its six 
coordinates, the six distances of its three bars from the three 
pairs of edges; but we suppose it to be constrained to preserve 
these contacts. And now let any one of the points P, P', P", P'" 
or all of them be moved in any manner, the position of the 
frame G is always fully determinate. This is illustrated by a 
model accompanying the present communication, showing a single 
tetrahedron of the primary assemblage and a single G frame. 
The edges of the. tetrahedron are of copper wires sliding into 
glass tubes. The wires and tubes are provided with an eye or 
staple respectively, through which a ring passes to hold three 
ends together at the corners. Two of the rings have two glass 
tubes and one copper wire linked on each, while the other two 
rings have each two copper wires and one glass tube. 

10. Ketuming now to our multitudinous assemblage, let 
it be displaced by stretchings of all the edges parallel to PP' 
with no rotation of PP' or P" P'". This constitutes a homo- 
geneous irrotational deformation of the primary assemblage. The 
frames Q, G\ &c. experience merely translatory motions without 
any rotation, as we see readily by confining our attention to G 
and the tetrahedron PP', P"P'”, Consider similarly five other 
displacements by stretchings parallel to the five other edges of 
the tetrahedron. Any infinitely small homogeneous deformation 
of the primary assemblage (§ 8 above), may be determinately 
resolved into six such simple stretchings, and any infinitely 
small rotational deformations may be produced by the super- 
position of a rotation without deformation, upon the irrotational 
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deformation. Hence an infinitely small homogeneous deforma- 
tion of the primary assemblage without rotation, produces only 
translatory motion, no rotation of the G frames: and any in- 
finitely small homogeneous displacement whatever of the primary 
assemblage, produces a rotation of each frame equal to, and 
round the same axis as, its own rotational component. 

11. It now only remains to give irrotational stability to the 
G frames. This may be done by mounting gyrostats properly 
upon them according to the principle stated in §§ 3 — 5 above 
and Art. cll. §§ 21 — 26 below. Three gyrostats would suffice but 
twelve may be taken for symmetry and for avoidance of any 
resultant moment of momentum of all the rotators mounted on 
one frame. Instead of ordinary gyrostats with rigid flywheels we 
may take li(|uid gyrostats as described below, § 12, and so make 
one very small step towards abolishing the crude mechanism of 
flywheels and axles and oiled pivots. But I chose the liquid 
gyrostat at present merely because it is more easily described. 

12. Imagine a hollow anchor ring, or tore, that is to say an 
endless circular tube of circular cross-section. Perforate it in 
the line of a diameter and fix into it tubes to guard the per- 
forations as shown in the accompanying diagram. Fill it with 
frictionless liquid, and give the liquid irrotational circulatory 



motion as indicated by the arrow heads in the diagram. This 
arrangement constitutes the hydrokinetic substitute for our me- 
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chanical flywheel. Mount it on a stitt* diametral rod passing 
through the perforations, and it becomes the mounted gyrostat, 
or Foucault gyroscope, required for our model. Looking back to 
§§ 8 — 4 above we see how much its use would have simplified 
and shortened the descriptions there given, which however was 
given purposely as they were because they describe real 
mechanism by which the exigences of our model can be 
practically realised in a very interesting and instructive manner, 
as may be seen in Art. CIL, §§ 21 — 23 below. 

13. Let XOX\ YOV\ ZOZ' be the three bars of the G 
frame : mount upon each of them four of our liquid gyrostats, 
those on XOX' being placed as follows and the others corre- 
spondingly. Of the four rings mounted on XX' two are to be 
placed in the plane of YY'^ XX \ the other two in the plane 
of ZZ\ XX\ The circuital fluid motions are to bo in opposite 
directions in each pair. 

14. The gyrostatic principle stated in § 5 above, applied to 
our G frame, with the twelve liquid gyrostats thus mounted on 
it, shows that if, from the position in which it was given with 
all the rings at rest, it be turned through an infinitesimal 
angle i round any axis, it recjuires, in order to hold it at rest 
in this altered position, a couple in simple proportion to i ; and 
that this couple remains sensibly constant, as long as the planes 
of all the gyrostats have only changed by very small angles 
from parallelism to their original directions. Hence with this 
limitation as to time our primary homogeneous assemblage of 
points controlled by the gyrostatically dominated frames Cr, G' &c. 
fulfils exactly the condition stated for the ideal ether of § 14 of 
Art. XCIX. If the velocity of the motion of the liquid in each 
gyrostat be infinitely great, the system exerts infinite resistance 
against rotation round any axis; and if the bars and tubes con- 
stituting the edges of the tetrahedron, and the bars of the G 
frames are all perfectly rigid, the primary assemblage is in- 
capable of rotation or of rotational deformation : but if there 
is some degree of elastic flexural yielding in the edges of the 
tetrahedron, or in the bars of the G frame, or in all of them, 
the primary assemblage fulfils the definition of gyrostatic rigidity 
of § 14 Art. XCIX. without any limit as to time, that is to say 
with perfect durability of its quasi-elastic rigidity. 
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15. A homogeneous assemblage of points with gyrostatic 
quasi rigidity conferred upon it in the manner described in 
§§ 8 — 14 would, if constructed on a suflBciently small scale, 
transmit vibrations of light exactly as does the ether of nature : 
and it would be incapable of transmitting condensational-rare- 
factional waves, because it is absolutely devoid of resistance to 
condensation and rarefaction. It is in fact, a mechanical reali- 
sation of the medium to which I was led one and a half years 
ago*, from Green’s original theory, by purely optical reasons, 
in endeavouring to explain results of observation regarding the 
refraction and reflection of light. 

* PhUosophical Magazine, Nov. 1888, On the reflection and refraction of light, 
by Sir W. Thomson. 
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Art. cl On an Accidental Illustration of the Shallow- 
ness OF A Transient Electric Current in an Iron Bar. 

[Read March 17, 1890.] 

L After the recent meeting of the Britisli Association at 
Newcastle, Lord Armstrong, in showing me the appliances by 
which his house at Cragside is lighted electrically by water-power, 
told me of a very wonderful incident which he had recently ex- 
perienced. A bar of steel, which he was holding in his hand, 
was allowed accidentally to come in contact with the two poles 
of a dynamo in action. He instantly perceived a painful sensation 
of burning, and let the bar drop. He found his hand or fingers, 
where it had touched the bar, severely blistered. The bar itself 
was found immediately afterwards to be cpiite cold, or not per- 
ceptibly hot. This was a very marvellous incident. It proved 

(1) the outer surface of the steel to have been intensely heated ; 

(2) that not enough of heat was generated to sensibly warm the 
whole bar. The explanation, of course, was to be found in the 
known laws of diffusion of electric currents, through non-mag- 
netic conductors, considered in connection with the effect of 
magnetic susceptibility of unknown amount and law, in conductors 
of steel or iron. 

2. Lord Armstrong s accidental experiment seemed to me such 
a very instructive illustration of fundamental principles of electro- 
magnetic induction, that I wrote to him asking his permission to 
communicate it to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, at the same 
time inquiring as to some details. In reply I immediately re- 
ceived a letter, of date 7th March, kindly giving the desired 
permission, and containing the following very interesting state- 
ment : — 

I send you, by parcel post, the steel (not iron) bar which I 
held when it accidentally short-circuited the current. You will 
“observe two little hollows*, which were burnt out of the metal 

* The distance between the hollows is 15^ cms., the bar is about a foot long, and 
its diameter is 14 mm. 



474 ACCIDENTAL ILLUSTRATION OF SHALLOWNESS AND [ci. 


at the instant of contact, and these mark the distance between 
the points of contact. Tlie bar was held by my fingers midway 
“between these two marks, and the burns were inflicted at the 
“ places where my fingers touched the metal. The sudden pain 
“caused me to dash the bar instantaneously to the ground, and 
“ an attendant immediately picked it up and found it quite cold. 
“ Three of my fingers and my thumb were blistered, and had the 
“injuries not been immediately treated by an expert who 
“happened to be present, they would probably have developed 
“ into troublesome sores ; as it was, my arm had to be carried in 
“ a sling during the first day, and I was not able to hold a pen 
“ with comfort for many days afterwards. There was a great 
“ blaze of light from the two points of metallic contact, but the 
“ flame could not possibly have got under my fingers where they 
“touched the metal and were burnt. If the flame had done 
“ the injury, it would have taken eflect upon the exposed parts 
“ of my hand, but nothing was scorched except the skin at the 
“ points of grasp. 

“The dynamo was of Cromptons pattern, with compound 
“ winding. The speed was about 1300 revolutions per minute. 
“The dynamo was not employed in charging batteries, but in 
“the direct lighting of incandescent lamps. The duty of the 
“dynamo at the time would be about 85 amperes and the 
“ potential 103 volts. No check in the dynamo was perceived, 
“nor was it likely to be observable, seeing that the momentum 
“of the revolving parts would be enormously powerful to over- 
“come any momentary increase of resistance. There being two 
“ dynamos on one axis, both in motion, though only one was doing 
“ work, besides the turbine-wheel and the impinging jets, there 
“ would be a collective momentum of great energy for a momen- 
“ tary effort.” 

3. The requisites for working out fully the theory of transient 
or periodic currents in conductors of any form, are included in 
Maxwell's fundamental equations of electro-magnetic induction, 
and are given explicitly for straight cylindric conductors of non- 
magnetic material in §§ 685 — 689 of his great work. Lord 
Rayleigh in his paper “On the Self-Induction and Resistance 
of Straight Conductors ” {Phil. Mag., May 1886) gives explicitly 
the proper formulas for transient or periodic currents, in straight 
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cylindric rods of iron, on the supposition of constant magnetic 
susceptibility. The details of this highly interesting and im- 
portant branch of the subject have also been investigated by 
Heaviside in a very comprehensive maimer. The tendency of 
periodically alternating currents to be condensed in the outer 
part of a cylindric conductor, while the current may be exceedingly 
feeble or quite insensible in the central parts, was discussed and 
explained by Lord Rayleigh in p. 888 of his article already referred 
to, and its aggravation in an iron conductor specially pointed 
out. The same considerations show that a transient current re- 
sulting from the application, for a very short time, of the electro- 
motive force of a voltaic battery, or of electro-magnetic induction 
acting not directly on* the cylindric conductor considered, but 
on a conductor such as the inductor of a dynamo of any kind, 
momentarily in circuit with it, is only skin deep if the duration 
of the electromotive force be but short enough ; and that the 
depth to which the current penetrates in a given very short time 
is much smaller for iron than for copper. This is certainly the 
explanation of Lord Armstrong s wonderful experiment. 

4. To find something towards a mathematical solution for the 
increasing current at any instant during the electric contact of 
Lord Armstrongs experiment, it is convenient first to solve the 
problem of finding the subsidence of current initially given in a 
circuit of two very long parallel bars connected by end bridges, 
or in a circuit of one long bar insulated within a conducting 
sheath except at its ends, which are in metallic connection with 
the sheath. 

5. In all cases of electric currents given in parallel straight 
lines, and left to subside f, without any other electromotive force 

* This caution is introduced to avoid leading any reader into an error into 
which I myself fell in the text, and corrected in footnotes, of an article in the 
Philosophical Magazine for March 1890, “On the Time-Integral of a Transient 
Electro-Magnetically Induced Current.” 

t The thermal analogue for a varying or constant electromotive force applied by 
a voltaic battery or dynamo substituted for one of the end-bridges is positive and 
negative sources of heat applied at the interfaces between the thermal analogues of 
electric conductor and electric insulator. The quantity of heat generated per unit 
of area per unit of time, at any point of cither interface in the thermal analogue, is 
equal to the rate of variation per unit of length along the electric conductor of the 
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than that of their mutual electro-magnetic induction, the thermal 
analogy is exceedingly convenient. For electric conductivity, c, 
we have thermal capacity divided by 47r ; for magnetic permea- 
bility, the reciprocal of thermal conductivity; and for current- 
density, temperature multiplied by thermal capacity. Thus, if 
two infinitely long straight parallel conducting bars, separated 
by insulating material, be given with equal cun'ents in opposite 
directions through them, and left to themselves, we have precisely 
the same mathematical problem to solve as if in every line of the 
thermal analogue, we had initial temperature multiplied by 
thermal capacity given equal to the current-density in the corre- 
sponding line of the electro-magnetic problem, and the system left 
to itself, with the positive and negative temperatures in the two 
bars subsiding towards zero. 

6. The thermal analogue for the insulating material of the 
electro-magnetic problem is an ideal medium of zero thermal 
capacity. Thus in process of equalisation of temperature we have 
diffusion of heat through the substance of each bar, according to 
Fourier's original use of the term diffusion; while in the ideal 
medium taking the place of the electric insulator, we have merely 
conduction of heat, without any diffusion properly so called, that 
is to say, without any excess of heat conducted out of, above heat 
conducted into, any portion of the medium. 

7. If p denote the temperature at time t, in the thermal 
analogue, at any point, P ; 47rc the thermal capacity per unit of 
volume; l/w the thermal conductivity of the analogue to either 
of the electric conducting bars; and l/tsr' the thermal conductivity 
of the analogue to the insulating medium : the equations express- 

electrostatic force in the insulator in contact with it in the electric analogue. 
Remark that, in the electric system the potential is uniform over each normal 
section of either conductor, and that the variation of potential within each con- 
ductor per unit of distance along its length, that is to say, the component electro- 
static force, in the direction of the length, is exceedingly small in comparison with 
the component electrostatic force perpendicular to the length, at any place in the 
insulator except close to the ends metallically connected by a bridge. The equa- 
tions in the text are unchanged, except the second interfacial condition ; it becomes 

^ w \jdpj w' [jivJ ’ 

where <r denotes the quantity of heat generated per unit of time in the source 
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ing all the conditions of the problem are 


0 = 




[P, in the analogue to the insulating medium] : 


1 



[P, in the interface] ; 


where djdv denotes rate of variation per unit length in the 
direction of the normal, at any point of the interface : and [ ], 
and [ y denote values infinitely near the interface outside and 
inside respectively. 


8. In the particular case of one of the bars of circular cross- 
section, and the other a hollow circular cylinder surrounding it 
coaxially, the problem becomes greatly simplified. It becomes 
still farther so if we suppose the electric conductivity, or in the 
thermal analogue the thermal capacity, of this outside sheath to 
be infinitely great. In this last case we have identically the same 
mathematical problem as that regarding a heated cylinder left 
to cool, which was presented and fully solved by Fourier in the 
sixth chapter of his great work {TMorie analytique de la Ghaleur), 
Instead of the bodily thermal conductivity divided by surface 
emissivity of Fourier’s problem, essentially a line which we shall 
denote by we have in the electro-magnetic problem, 




•cr I h 
— a log - 
'Uf ^ a 




when TO- and 'tsr' are the magnetic permeabilities of the conducting 
rod and insulating medium around it, and a and b the radii of 
the cross-sections of the rod, and of the inner surface of the en- 
closing conductor. 


9. Not considering for the present the interesting case sug- 
gested by Heaviside of an insulating medium composed of soft iron 
filings imbedded in wax or other ordinary insulating solid, we have 
practically -cr' = 1, whether the insulator be air or any ordinary 
insulating solid or liquid. 
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10. Consider now two cases — a copper rod and a steel or iron 
rod, each of the same diameter, 1*4 cm. as Lord Armstrong’s steel 
rod, and suppose, for example, h equal to ten times a, we have 

\ = 2'^a 1 ‘6 cm. for copper ; 

\ = 'sr"' . 2*8a = w"* . 1*6 cm. for steel or iron. 

If 6, instead of being 7 cm., were 70 cm. or 700 cm., X would be 
only doubled or tripled ; on the other hand, if h were very small 
in comparison with a, X *. 6 — o. Excluding this case, we see 
that for copper X is greater than a, or not incomparably less than 
a. We thus have a very fine and a very easy example for working 
out numerical results by Fourier’s solution. 

11. On the other hand, for an iron or steel rod we have for -or 
some large number, possibly about 300; or if the currents and 
therefore the magnetic forces concerned are very small, we may, 
according to Lord Rayleigh’s important experimental investigation 
on the subject of magnetic induction* by very small magnetic 
forces, have 'zv as small as 80 ; on the other hand, for moderately 
strong currents and correspondingly high electromotive forces, we 
may have tsr greater than 3000f. Wo shall take it as 300 merely 
by way of example and illustration, but as the permeability 
varies enormously with the amount of the magnetising force, and 
in a manner desperately complicated by magnetic retentiveness, 
hysteresis according to Ewing’s designation, no accurate mathe- 
matical investigation is practicable with only our present know- 
ledge of the requisite data for the diffusion of electric currents 
through an iron or steel conductor. 

12. Taking for iron or steel t!t = 30(), and, as above, a=*7, 
t = 7, we find X= 1/130 of o, or 1/187 of a centimetre. Now, 
because X is so small a fraction as 1/130 of the radius of the rod, 
we see that the current-density at the surface (or surface-tempera- 
ture in the thermal analogue) drops nearly to zero, while there is 
still but a relatively small diminution of current density (or tem- 
perature in the thermal analogue) farther in from the surface than 
a distance of 1/10 of the radius. Hence, for the roughly approxi- 

* This collocation of words illustrates the exceeding inconvenience of Maxwell’s 
use of magnetic induction” to designate the magnetic force in an air-crevasse 
perpendicular to the lines of magnetisation in magnetised steel or soft iron. 

t Rowland for one specimen of iron found the magnetic permeability as high 
as 3595 for magnetising force 1*317 (see Vhil. il/c/r/.,* Aug. 1873). 
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mate investigation with which we must be content, we may be 
satisfied with the very simplifying supposition of \ = 0. 

13. If we take 10000 c.g.s., or square centimetres per second, 
as the resistivity* of steel or iron, we must divide this by 
300 X 47r to find the diffusivity for electric current (thermal 
diffusivity, or conductivity divided by thermal capacity of unit 
volume, in the thermal analogue), which therefore is 2*7 square 
centimetres per second. This is only about 15 times the thermal 
diffusivity of heat in iron (which is *18 of a square centimetre 
per second). Hence in 1/4300 of a second (if \ = 0), the 
state of things as regards falling off of the strength of current 
towards the final zero, at different distances from the surface, 
would be that represented by number 0*1 curve of my diagram of 
laminar diffusion f. That is to say, the diffusion curve would 
be curve number 1 with its vertical ordinates reduced to 1/10, or 
curve number 10 with its vertical ordinates reduced to 1/100. 
Now by number 1 curve we see that at 1/2 centimetre from the 
initiational surface (supposed plane) the amount of tlie falling off 
is 16 per cent, of the whole. Hence in our iron or steel rod (on 
the supposition \ = 0) the current at 1/4300 of a second from 
the beginning would have fallen off by 16 per cent, of its given 
amount. Thus we judge that during the first 1/4000 of a second 
the effect of the cylindric curvature is but slight, and the diffusion 
follows sensibly the law of plane laminar diffusion. 

14. The supposition of a circular cylindric sheath of infinite 
electric conductivity, coaxial with the rod considered, and 
separated from it by the insulating material, which we have 
adopted for the sake of simplicity and definiteness, may be 
departed from, and instead we may substitute any conductor 
parallel to the rod considered, provided that the distance between 
the two is a considerable multiple of the greatest diameter of 
either. In virtue of this proviso, the distribution of current- 
density is necessarily but very little disturbed from the equality 
at equal distances from the axis of the rod, which was provided 

* This seems to me a much better word than specific resistance to denote the 
resistance per centimetre of length of a bar of a square centimetre of cross-section 
of any substance. The resistivity of Lord Armstrong’s steel bar, I have found by 
measurement to be about 14000 c.g.s. 

t See British Association Report^ Bath, 1888, p. 571 j or Art. xcviii. § 7 of the 
present Volume. 
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for by the supposition of a cylindric sheath. If the second con- 
ductor is of the same diameter and of the same material as the 
first, and placed at a distance 2a from it, the expression for \ will 
be the same as that given above. 

15. Now, instead of the great simplicity of a current, gener- 
ated (no matter how), and given initially as a steady current, 
through the circuit of two long parallel conductors and the end- 
bridges between them ; suppose the conductors and one end-bridge 
to be given with no current, and let a voltaic battery be suddenly 
applied instead of the other end-bridge. If the difference of 
potentials maintained by the latter between the ends to which 
it is applied be absolutely constant, the rise of the current through 
the parallel conductors from its initial zero to its ultimate steady 
amount will follow nearhj the same law as the fall from the initial 
steady current to the final zero in our former simple case : exactly 
the same law of the (juantity of positive electricity on one con- 
ductor, and of negative electricity on the other, called forth ac- 
cording to electro-static law, in virtue of the gradient of potential, 
is nothing in comparison with the quantity flowing through the 
circuit. The (juantity of electricity required for the static electri- 
fication is not negligible in a large variety of telegraphic and 
telephonic problems*. In the ocean cable problem it is of 
paramount importance ; and the electro-magnetic induction with 
which we are now occupied is negligible. In shorter cables and 
high-speed action both the electro-static and electro-magnetic 
induction must be taken into account, and both have been very 
practically taken into account by Heaviside in the mathematical 
theory of the telephone, 

16. In a vast variety of laboratory experimental arrangements 
the currents required for the static charges are quite negligible. 
In such a case as that of Lord Armstrong's experiment the quantity 
of electricity required for producing or changing the electrification 
of every part of the circuits or of the conductors concerned is 
clearly quite insensible in comparison with the quantity which 
must have flowed through the bar to produce the observed heating 
effect. 

17. But although we are not troubled with any difficulty in 
respect to electro-static charge, we have in Lord Armstrong’s case 

* Papers, Vol. ii. Arts. 72—77 and 80—83. 
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circumstances of such extreme complexity that it is of no use to 
attempt to work out a complete mathematical theory. It seems 
probable, however, that the solution indicated above, and repre- 
sented by my diffusion diagram, fairly illustrates the circumstances 
of the current which actually flowed through the steel bar, though 
scarcely with any approach to (juantitative correctness. At all 
events we have a very striking illustration of what really took 
place, and ample explanation of the intensity and suddenness 
of the effect perceived by Lord Armstrong, by working out the 
result numerically of what would take place if a difference of 
potentials of 100 volts were suddenly instituted, and forcedly 
maintained constant during one or two or throe ten-thousandths 
of a second between two points of the bar lo^ centimetres 
asunder. This with any reasonable assumption as to the 
magnetic permeability of the iron or steel bar, and its diftu- 
sivity for electric currents, is easily done on the supposition 
X = 0, and the solution conveniently represented by the diffusion 
diagram. 

18. We must not, however, suppose that the difference of 
potentials between the two points of the steel bar touched by the 
main electrodes of the dynamo was in reality constant at 103 volts, 
even for so long a time as two or three ten-thousandths of a second. 
What was really constant must have been the strength of the 
current through the electrodes leading from the complex circuit 
of dynamo-armature and of shunt and series coils of the electro- 
magnet, to the external permanent electric lighting circuit and 
temporary circuit through the steel bar. The difference of 
potentials between the two points of the steel touched must have 
been at first 103 volts, and must have fallen very rapidly, while the 
current which it produced in the steel rose from 0 to 85 amps, 
against ohmic resistance sinking from infinity towards *00037 
of an ohm (this being the actual resistance of Lord Armstrong's 
bar, to a current running full-bore through it, as I have found by 
measurement). 

19. The immense quasi-inertia of each partial circuit within 
the dynamo forbids the supposition that there can have been 
any great augmentation of the outgoing current during the few 
hundredths of a second of the short-circuiting by the steel bar ; 

31 
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and, probably with no practical error, we may suppose that 
current to have been constant during the whole time. Hence, 
at each instant the electric lighting circuit must have lost just 
as much current as that which was passing through the steel 
bar. Hence, considering the smallness of the quasi-inertia of the 
electric lighting circuit, the 85 amperes through it before the 
accident must, after two or three ten-thousandths of a second, have 
been very nearly annulled : and, therefore, very nearly a constant 
current of 85 amperes must have passed for the rest of the time 
through the outer skin of the steel bar*. We have thus no 

* This suggests an interesting and happily an easy problem regarding electro- 
magnetic induction in rectilinear electric currents in a conductor surrounded by an 
insulator. Let the electromotive action, whatever its kind, be so regulated that the 
integral amount of current crossing the normal section of the conductor is kept 
constant. The mathematical statement of this condition according to the notation 
of § 7 above, is 

^ 

where // dA denotes surface integration over the cross section of the conductor. 
From this, by the first equation in § 7, we have 



Now, as is well known, and very easily proved, we have in every case 

where fds denotes integration all round the border of the cross-section. Hence, the 
condition for constant total amount of current is simply 



For the case of circular cross-section with uniform electric conductivity in all parts 
of it; and with the circuit-completing conductor either a coaxial cylindric sheath, 
or a conductor of any form whatever, provided only that no part of it is near enough 
to the considered part of the given conductor to sensibly disturb the distribution of 
the current through its circular cross-section from being of equal current-density at 
equal distances from the axis, the condition for constancy of total current becomes 
simply, 



at the boundary of the conductor, where r denotes distance from the axis. The full 
numerical solution of this problem from the instantaneous commencement of a 
current of given total strength (which must necessarily be in the very outer skin, and 
must require an infinite current-density for the first instant) through the whole time 
until the current becomes as nearly as may be uniform throughout the cross-section, 
is particularly easy but must be reserved for a future communication. It is identi- 
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difficulty in understanding that there should have been amply 
sufficient current through an exceedingly thin shell of the bar to 
produce very suddenly the high temperature of the surface which 
Lord Armstrong perceived, and yet that the total amount of heat 
generated was insufficient to heat the bar to any sensible degree 
after the second or two required for the thermal diffusion (diffusi- 
vity *18 of a sq. cm. per sec.), to spread it nearly uniformly through 
the body of the bar. The heat lost outside the bar by surface 
emissivity (which is about 1/4000 of a gramme water thermal 
unit per second per sq. cm. of surface per degree of excess) would 
be quite ineffective to considerably diminish the whole quantity 
in the time required for diffusion to nearly equal temperature 
throughout the bar. If the dynamo had been doing no work 
externally at the time of the accident, the time required to get 
up a strong enough current out of the dynamo to produce much 
heating effect would have been very much longer than it was. 
The result to Lord Armstrong might not have been very noticeably 
different from what it was, but the attendant’s fingers would have 
been burned also. 

cal with the following particular case of Fourier’s thermal problem : Let a given 
quantity of heat be initially distributed uniformly through an infinitely thin 
surface-layer of a solid cylinder, coated with an impermeable surface varnish ; it ia 
required to find, for any subsequent time, the temperature at any distance inwards 
from the surface of the cylinder. 
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Art. CII. Ether, Electricity, and Ponderable Matter. 

[Part of the Presidential Address to the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Delivered January 10, 1889.] 

1. The demand for something like a mechanical explanation 
of electrical phenomena is not new, but it is growing in intensity 
every year. The proceedings of recent meetings of the British 
Association — and especially of the last meeting of the British 
Association — illustrate the growing desire to know something 
below the surface ; to know something of the internal relations 
connected with the wonderful manifestations of force and energy 
which are put before us in the action of the magnet, in the 
working even of a common electrical machine, and in electro- 
magnetic phenomena. The Addresses of Past-Presidents of the 
parent Societies of Telegraph Engineers, and Telegraph-Engineers 
and Electricians, illustrate also the growing desire to know some- 
thing of the molecular theory or the dynamical theory of 
electricity and magnetism. Mr Preece, in his Address of 1880, 
pointed out how Maxwell had shown the velocity of light to be 
related to electricity in such a way that we can scarcely doubt 
but that the propagation of electro-magnetic disturbance through 
space, which we have every reason to believe does exist — which, 
in fact, from known laws we may say certainly does exist — is 
effected with a velocity equal to that of light, and that the 
propagation of electrical disturbance and of light may be identical. 
In support of these remarks, Mr Preece alluded to the dis- 
turbances at the sun’s surface and the simultaneous magnetic 
disturbances which had been observed in the telegraphs and in 
other operations of an electro-magnetic character on the surface of 
the earth. 

2. In 1883 Mr Willoughby Smith described shortly some 
experiments, very beautiful and very instructive, with which he 
was then engaged. Those experiments demonstrated and illus- 
trated the screening effect of sheets of different kinds of metal 
upon electro-magnetic and electrostatic inductions. Electric in- 
duction, simply, we may say, because we begin to fail to dis- 
tinguish between electrostatic induction and electro-magnetic 
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induction. In Willoughby Smith’s subsequent work he gave an 
exceedingly beautiful set of experimental investigations of the 
screening effect of lead, copper, and iron, of which, as I have 
said, a slight sketch was given in his Presidential Address. A 
little earlier the subject was mathematically worked out with 
great power by several mathematicians, but perhaps most notably 
by Horace Lamb. I feel it almost invidious to mention names 
when there are so many thorough workers who touched upon 
the same subject very closely. Charles Niven*, three years 
earlier than Lambf, went through very much the same kind 
of work — in fact, obtained the same solutions of some important 
and interesting problems regarding electric currents in spherical 
conductors. I specially mention Lamb’s name because the subject 
of screening is more particularly developed in his mathematical 
paper. 

3. In the memorable Presidential Address of Professor 
Hughes, another allied branch of electro-magnetic induction was 
very admirably illustrated by experiments which are now more 
or less familiar to us all, but which have been of an immensely 
suggestive and stimulating character, both to mathematicians 
and to experimental workers. The very criticisms by mathe- 
maticians upon some of the experiments and modes of statement 
by Professor Hughes have, with Professor Hughes’s own ex- 
periments, given a large body of electric knowledge and electro- 
magnetic knowledge which, without such stimulus and such 
mathematical and experimental scrutiny as it has led to, might 
have been wanting for many a year. 

4. One of the earliest problems in which electric induction 
had to be considered was that of the submarine telegraph. The 
subject of induction in telegraph wires presented itself in a 
peculiarly perplexing way to the first workers in that depart- 
ment. There was the general knowledge of electro-magnetic 
induction between two wires, which had been worked out by 
Faraday and Henry in a very full manner. That was the only 
kind of induction which was thought of by some of the pioneers 

* “On the Induction of Electric Currents in Infinite Plates and Spherical 
Shells,’* Fhil. Trans. Roy. Soc., 1881, p. 307 (read Jan. 29th, 1880). 

t “ On Electrical Motions in a Spherical Conductor,” Phil. Trane. Roy. Soc.^ 
1883, p. 519 (read April 5th, 1883). 
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of submarine telegraphy. Another kind of induction was more 
thought of by others. That was the electrostatic induction due 
to the Leyden-jar charge of the insulated wire. Faraday, in this 
department, as in the other department, was the origin of nearly 
all that we now know. He explained in a very beautiful and 
clear way the electrostatic charge of the submarine cable, and 
showed how the electricity conducted through the cable from one 
end, to give what of potential is necessary in the middle or the 
other end of the cable — in the middle of the cable for any mode 
of working, at the other end of the cable for modes of working in 
which the other end is insulated — gave rise to the Leyden-jar 
charge. He pointed out (without going into any of these details, 
however) the doctrine of the conduction of electricity through 
the wire to supply the Leyden-jar charge which the wire must 
have, in the course of working, in order to be raised to the 
(fiffcrence of potential from the earth required to cause the signal 
current to pass through it. Cromwell Varley made very im- 
portant advances in that direction. At the meeting of the 
British Association in 1854, at Liverpool, he brought forward 
some important developments of Faraday’s doctrine. And then 
came on the great Atlantic Cable question. I always remember 
how that (juestion came upon me. I see in Professor Stokes’s 
presence with us this evening a reminder of the circumstances. 
I was hurriedly leaving the meeting of the British Association, 
when a son of Sir William Hamilton, of Dublin, was introduced 
to me with an electrical question. I was obliged to run away 
to get to a steamer by which I was bound to leave for Glasgow, 
and I introduced him to Professor Stokes, who took up the subject 
with a power which is inevitable when a scientific question is sub- 
mitted to him. He wrote to me on the subject soon after that 
time, and some correspondence between us passed, the result of 
which was that a little mathematical theory was worked out, 
which constituted, in fact, the basis of the theory of the working 
of the submarine cable. In that theory, electro-magnetic in- 
duction was not taken into account at all. The leaving it out of 
account was justified by the speed of signalling which the circum- 
stances of a cable exceeding 200 or 300 miles in length dictated. 
For a cable more than 200 or 300 miles long the speed of 
working was essentially limited by these electrostatic considera- 
tions — limited so much that the electro-magnetic induction 
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certainly could have no sensible effect. But the possible speed 
of working in a cable of 20 miles or 50 miles, or even 100 miles, 
was so great that, in short lengths like that, the electro-magnetic 
induction might well come into play. I worked out the subject 
partially myself. I found it necessary to do so to satisfy myself 
that the doctrine upon which the Atlantic Cable project, then 
growing up, was ultimately founded, was thoroughly trustworthy, 
I found it necessary to investigate the question of electro- 
magnetic induction. This question was further forced upon me 
by communications that I had with my friends, Lewis Gordon, 
and the two brothers, Charles Wm. Siemens and Werner Siemens, 
with reference to Mediterranean cables. It was imagined that 
electro-magnetic induction alone was operative — that embarrass- 
ment in working through the submarine cable was due to 
electro-magnetic induction alone. On its being demonstrated by 
me that electro-magnetic induction could have no sensible effect 
on the signalling through proposed Mediterranean cables, the 
proposal to have two thin wires close together in order to ob- 
viate inductive embarrassment, was given up. Experiments in 
Germany had shown considerable electro-magnetic induction on 
short lengths of cable, and it had been supposed that there would 
be embarrassment from this cause in the working of the cables, 
which would be diminished by using wires very close together. 
But this diminution of the electro-magnetic inductive influence 
would produce a corresponding increase in the electrostatic in- 
ductive influence ; and when it was pointed out that the electro- 
magnetic inductive influence would be absolutely imperceptible 
at the highest speeds of working of the proposed cables, and that 
it would be the electrostatic induction which would limit the 
speed, the idea of making them of thin twin wires — two pairs of 
wires close together in metallic circuit — was given up, and the 
present type of submarine cables was adopted. 

6. But now it is very interesting to us to find that old 
question revived. I had myself laid it aside in some corner of 
my mind and in some slight corners of my note-books for forty 
years. Within the last forty days I have really worked it out 
to the uttermost, merely for my own satisfaction. But in the 
meantime it had been worked out in a very complete manner 
by Mr Oliver Heaviside ; who has pointed out and accentuated 
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this resiilt of his mathematical theory — that electro-magnetic 
induction is a positive benefit : it helps to carry the ciin’ent. 
It is the same kind of benefit that mass is to a body shoved 
along against a viscous resistance. Suppose, for instance, you had 
a railway carriage travelling through a viscous fluid. Take a boat 
not floated but partially supported on wheels, so that when loaded 
more heavily it will not sink deeper in the fluid. Take a boat 
on wheels in a viscous fluid. We will shove off two boats with a 
certain velocity — the boats of the same shape; but let one of 
them be loaded to ten times the mass of the other: it will take 
greater force to give it its impulse, but it will go further. That 
is Mr Heaviside’s doctrine about electro-magnetic induction. It 
requires more electric force to produce a certain amount of 
current, but the current goes further. It is a very crude way 
in which I am putting it. I am not doing justice, of course, I 
know, to his statement in one short sentence. The whole 
question is treated by him in the most complete mathematical 
way. The effect of electro-magnetic induction and electrostatic 
induction taken together (and they cannot be separated) is fully 
worked out One thing that was known of old is made a point 
of in Mr Heaviside’s treatment of the cable problem — that is, 
the beneficial effect of leakage in respect to clearness of signals. 
Old telegraphists remember that. They always used to say three 
or four good leaks in a cable, if they would hut kindly remain 
constant, and not introduce extra trouble by earth currents , would 
make the signalling more distinct That used to be well known, 
and the reason used to be fairly well known ; mathematical theory 
had pointed it out Now Mr Oliver Heaviside has taken up that 
subject again and included it in his work. It is a practical 
point of importance that the question of clearness of signals is 
not simply or even very importantly this — How much is the 
current attenuated at the remote end of the cable ? how much 
is the amplitude of the electric current in one mode of working, 
or of the variation of electric potential in another mode of 
working, altered in transmission through a thousand miles or 
two thousand miles of cable ? A certain range is given at the 
sending end ; and what is the range at the receiving end ? That 
is an important question, but it is not the most important 
question with reference to clearness of signalling ; in fact, we 
might almost say it is not an important question at all. It is 
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not the smallness of the signals at the receiving end that is the 
real difficulty in a submarine cable just now at all ; it is the 
running of one signal into another; it is the want of corre- 
spondingly definite distinctions of single signals or of a group 
of signals at the receiving end and at the sending end. 

6. Now in the mathematical theory there are two things to 
be considered in respect to the distortion (as Heaviside called it) 
of the signals in passing through the cable. One thing to be 
considered is the retardation of phase ; another is the diminution 
of amplitude. If the retardation of phase were the same for 
alternating currents of all periods, then this retardation of the 
phase would be of no consequence whatever — it could not diminish 
the distinctness at all. Again, if the diminution of the amplitude 
were precisely in the same proportion for alternating currents of 
all periods, then when we come to make non-periodic signals 
we should find that the signals would be transmitted with 
perfect sharpness. If we compare the transmission of electric 
signals through a wire with the transmission of sound through 
air, we have in the course of transmissions of sound through air 
great attenuation by distance — inversely as the square of the 
distance, in fact — but the same for all notes ; and, again, retarda- 
tion of phase depending upon the velocity of sound, the same for 
all notes. The result is that speaking, and musical performances, 
and signals of all kinds in air, lose none of their clearness by 
distance. It is just a question whether at the very greatest 
distance at which a sound can be heard there is any want of 
clearness due to different attenuations of the different notes or of 
the different elements forming the compound sound, or to difference 
of retardations of phase. 1 must not occupy you too long with 
this subject, but it is one of large practical importance. Heaviside 
points out that electro-magnetic induction causes a less great dif- 
ference in the attenuation of signals of different periods than there 
is without it; and that electro-magnetic induction (as we knew 
forty years ago) tends to reduce the retardation of phase to the 
same for all different notes — that is, to the retardation equal to 
what would depend on a velocity not very different from the 
velocity of light — if the signals have but sufficient frequency. 
That velocity was then and is still known as the velocity which 
is the conductance in electrostatic measure, and the resistance 
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in electro-magnetic measure of one and the same conductor. But 
its relationship to the velocity of light was brought out in a 
manner by Maxwell to make it really a part of theory which it 
never was before. Maxwell pointed out its application to the 
possible or probable explanation of electric effects by the in- 
fluence of a medium, and showed that that medium — the medium 
whose motions constitute light — must be ether. Maxwell's 
‘'electro-magnetic theory of light" marks a stage of enormous 
importance in electro-magnetic doctrine, and I cannot doubt but 
that in electro-magnetic practice we shall derive great benefit 
from a pursuing of the theoretical ideas suggested by such con- 
siderations. In fact, Heaviside’s way of looking at the sub- 
marine cable problem is just one instance of how the highest 
mathematical power of working and of judging as to physical 
applications, helps on the doctrine, and directs it into a practical 
channel. 

7. The telephone — one of the added subjects of the In- 
stitution of which we are members— illustrates very splendidly 
these developments of the theory of the transmission of signals 
through the submarine cable. The telephonic signals have, in 
fact, sufficient frequency to make electro-magnetic induction 
very sensibly influential. The frequencies in telephony corre- 
spond to from 250 periods per second, up to four, or five, or six 
times that ; being the frequencies involved in speaking in the 
human voice — tenor and soprano — and in the quality of the 
voice as affected by the over-tones. I say frequencies of from 
250 per second to 1,000 or 1,500 periods per second, are con- 
cerned in the fundamental notes, and in the characterising over- 
tones, of the sounds transmitted by the telephone. Now there 
seems no doubt but that the clearness of the telephone through 
great distances is to a large degree due to the circumstance 
which Heaviside has pointed out — that we have much less of 
difference of attenuation and difference of phasal retardation, for 
different notes, with the actual frequencies of the notes in sounds 
transmitted through the telephone wire, and the practical dimen- 
sions of the telephone wire, than we should have without electro- 
magnetic induction. 

8. Leaving all questions of submarine telegraphy, and of 
telegraphy or telephony, in which — whether from the greatness 
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of the distance through which the communications are made, or 
smallness of distance between insulated conductor and sheath, 
or between the twin wires when insulated metallic circuit is 
used, the effects of electrostatic capacity give rise to sensible 
difference of strength of current in different parts along the 
length of the conductor — I wish to call your attention to the 
differences of current-density across different parts of the cross 
section, which arc produced when alternate currents are sent 
through a wire. Consider a copper wire, and a copper tube 
surrounding it for return. Or consider what is, after all, one 
of the very simplest cases — two parallel copper wires. If the 
distance between them is a large multiple of the diameter of 
each, as is generally the case in telegraphy and telephony, the 
problem is the same as the problem of a single copper wire in 
the centre of a cylindrical tube of infinitely conductive metal, 
and of radius equal to the distance between the wires. The 
distribution of current within the solid conductor depends only 
on the period of the alternations, and on the diameter and the 
specific resistance of the metal; and is quite independent of 
the surroundings, provided only they be symmetrical all round, 
or provided, if the case be that of two parallel wires, the distance 
between the two wires be a large multiple of the diameter of 
each, so that the current in each is not sensibly disturbed, by 
the influence of the other, from being arranged in co-axial 
cylindric layers of equal current-density. For this problem the 
mathematical theory gives us a remarkably interesting and very 
useful practical result ; and I really, in proposing to speak Upon 
such a very abstruse subject as Electricity, Ether, and Ponder- 
able Matter,” wish to try to give one little piece of practical 
information to-night. Here is the solution, expressed in a 
formula, and a table of numerical results calculated from it. 
[The demonstration is given in §§ 29 — 35 below.] 

9. Alternate Currents through a Straight Conductor of Round 
Rod of Non-Magnetic Material. 

Let <7 denote the specific resistance in square centimetres per 
second (or the “specific resistance C.G.S.”); 

a „ the radius of the wire ; 
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R (kf) denote the value of <rl 4- Tra* [or the resistance (in centi- 

RiN) 

ciN) 

CiN) 

Wc have 

where 

>1 

„ ber and bei denote two functions defined as follows : — 
hevq=l 

bei<Z = |-^» + &c. 

And if p denote the value of q, with r = a, we have 

Jtt (N) _ . ber p bei' p — bei p ber' p 
R (S) (her' + (bei' ^ ’ 

where the accents denote differential coefficients. 

The following table of numerical results has been calculated 
for me by Mr Magnus Maclean, official assistant to the Professor 
of Natural Philosophy in the University of Glasgow ; — 


metres per second) of any length (1) of the 
wire, with steady current through it] ; 

the effective ohmic resistance* of the same 
length (Z), with alternate current of .ft/' periods 
per second through it. 

the current-density at distance r from the axis, 
and at time t 

the current-density in the axis at time t 
c (N) = C {N) (ber 5 cos ^ - bei q sin ^), 


q denotes ^27r j ^ > 
0 „ {27rN) t ; 


* This expression I have introduced to designate (in contradistinction to Mr 
Heaviside’s impedance) the coefficient by which the time-average of the square of 
the total current must be multiplied to hnd the time-average of the work done in 
maintaining the current, or of the dynamical value of the heat which the current 
generates, per unit of time, in the conductor. See § 29 below. 



ETHER, ELECTRICmr, AND PONDERABLE MATTER. 


1 

1 

V 

.0 

£ 

5 

H 

« 

1 

00<x>00i0jt^00000000jt^;000t-^0 
00»^:)»0 0'^OOC<lt^C<ICOO>CO>ftX(NJt^;D 
OOOC^XJt^i-ICit^CO'^pHOiOiO^COC^t^ 
pppppTHOO'f‘^QpO(NWpi>>f5CO(» 
THr-ir^r^THtHi^?HfHT^(N(N(N'W)W>CI>0 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

's 

1 

+ 

K, 

S 

OC000»0XJ>-<D0i0i(MO050iC0C0l>*rHrH 

OrH|>.OCiX(MOO^I:^OJD^COOirH(N»Ot^ 

QOrH?POOCCl>.»OCC>(NrHOO:iJ:^»0'^CO(NO 

”pppppxpxppxi^j7-i>i^i^i^i> 

<N fH rH 

1 

(M >0 

OOi'^<NOCC'»OCO!-H^XOi(M»0 

0 Oi 0 J:^ X 0 10 f-l (N CC (N 0 rH 0 ^0 

o*^CicorHOiXcoo:»‘a>»f5t^'^^»-< voo 

OC^‘^J^pOiX'<f<'^OppXppXXO 

00 ^ 1 ^ 0 Jb- »’o 1 ^ 2 ® 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

CO «-( _ 

Tf» rH 0 

0 X Tjt 0 IH CO X 1 -H Jt^ (N 0 rH 0 

0^^<NO'WCCO:>CO''^‘CC'^I>CO^J>'»-ICOO 
OOCOrHOS'^COCOCQiO'^OOOiOCOOO 
ppp(M^O5»pC0T7ll^Xp(N<N(NpXC0 
00 ’ * * ■f^(NC0C0C0(3<l’xA-(»^^S 

CO »0 Oi ^ § 

pH 

1 1 1 1 1 i t 1 ! 1 1 i 1 i 

bei g. 

OiOCOCOCOrHCOCOt>-050(Mt^t^ 

O<^^OJ^-<Nl:^J^-C0(N>0C0O'^^O(^Ii^•O 

OO'^>0l>.i0C0XC5XrHa5C0rHl>Jot^O 

ppC^>pp'^p<N(NpfHl>pppo5^''0 

00 * ’ 'THrH<N(N»H’c^l?^»C)cbCNr-i;2J 

CO >0 rH g 

rH 

pH 

ill 1 

ber g. 

0 -^1— ir^O5'^CO'^ir-lrH»OC0 

0 Oi iH rH 05 iH CO CO o:> 0 CO X 0 

O05XCNM0C5G<l05C005C0i>iOJb-'^ 0<lp 

pPPpr^pCMiHiQCNCNpXpXp^O 

th iH (jsi Tfi cb ^ do 0 do X 2 

(N CO X ®2 

rH 05 Sr 

(M ^ S 

1 1 1 i 1 1 i 1 1 


0»0 0i00»pp>pp»pp»pppppp0 
oOf^»Hc<id<icocO'^'^f*»b»b<i?doo>c>oo 0 

rH rH CO 0 




494 ETHER, ELECTRICITY, AND PONDERABLE MATl'ER. [CIL 

For copper we have o- = 1,610 square centimetres per second. 
Hence, with iV'=80 we find 

5 = l*98r==2r; 

thus in respect to the ohmic resistance of the whole wire, we may 
for copper take the column headed q as the diameter of the wire, 
and in respect to the distribution of the current through the wire 
(expressed by the her bei formula above) we may take q the 
diameter of the cylindric shell in which the current-density is to 
be calculated. 

10. Take, for example, 80 periods per second as the frequency 
— that is about what is adopted in the alternate-current system 
of distribution for electric light ; at all events in one great system 
I know, the Grosvenor Gallery installation, that is the frequency 
of the period; and I believe it is pretty much the same gene- 
rally. First, consider copper wire of 1 centimetre diameter : the 
ohmic effective resistance is greater than for steady current 
through the same wire, but only about per cent, greater. 
Take, now, copper wire of 1^ centimetres diameter; the ohmic 
effective resistance is 2^ per cent, greater than the resistance 
for steady current. Next, take copper wire of 2 centimetres 
diameter: the ohmic resistance is 8 per cent, more for the 
alternating current than for the steady current. In round copper 
rod of 4 centimetres diameter, the ohmic resistance is 68 per cent, 
more for the 80 periods per second alternate currents than for 
steady currents. In round copper bar of 10 centimetres diameter, 
the ohmic resistance is 3*8 times what it would be for the steady 
current. In a solid copper cylinder of 100 centimetres diameter 
the ohmic resistance is 35 times greater than for steady currents. 
From 10 centimetres diameter upwards the ohmic effective con- 
ductance — that is, the reciprocal of the ohmic effective resistance 
— increases scarcely more than as the diameter simply, and not 
as the square of the diameter. The conductance for steady 
currents is as the square of the diameter for all sizes. The 
effective conductance for alternate currents follows a law which 
can only be expressed by aid of Fourier-Bessel functions till 
we get to very great diameters. When we get to so great a 
diameter that the shell, or outer portion, of the wire into which 
the current is practically confined, is moderate or small in pro- 
portion to the diameter of the wire, then, for diameters exceeding 
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that, you can all see perfectly without calculation, that the con- 
ductance is in simple proportion to the circumference, and there- 
fore in simple proportion to the diameter. This very imperfect 
explanation of the results may give some idea which, I think, is 
of rather an interesting and important kind, but the figures speak 
for themselves. With quadruple frequency, the same figures apply 
to wires of half diameter. There we get the telephone problem. 
Four times 80 is 320, which is among the frequencies for tele- 
phonic notes; and for the 320 frequency, take the figures I 
have given, but with half the linear magnitudes. Thus, for 
instance, for copper wire of 1 centimetre diameter, transmitting 
musical notes of 320 periods per second, the ohmic resistance is 
8 per cent, greater than the resistance for steady currents; for 
a copper wire 2 centimetres diameter, and frequency of musical 
note 320 per second, the ohmic resistance is 68 per cent, greater 
than the resistance for steady currents ; and so on. 

11. In respect to electro-magnetic theory; we have a very 
fine analogy with viscous fluid motion, which has been obvious, 
more or less, from the time the known laws of electro-magnetic 
induction were put into formulae in the beautiful manner in which 
Maxwell put them, — we have a very fine analogy, I say, with the 
diffusion of laminar motion into a viscous fluid, and its analogue 
in the diffusion of heat by conduction through a solid, first 
pointed out by Professor Stokes. The actions concerned in the 
distribution of alternating electric current through a conductor 
such as copper, and the distribution of the motion of water in 
a viscous fluid disturbed by periodical tangential motions of its 
surface, follow identically the same law. Mr Heaviside, referring 
to this, has well said that this analogy is very useful, because we 
can see the motions in a viscous fluid, and understand them, and 
picture them to our minds, while it is much more difficult to 
fancy we see the distribution of electric current in a wire. 
Take now definitively, this analogy for the distribution of electric 
current in a round copper wire through which alternate currents 
of electricity are sent. Take a viscous fluid in a tube, in place of 
the conductor : move the tube to and fro with a regular 
alternating motion — a simple harmonic motion. In order that 
we may fulfil at all approximately what I am speaking of, the 
length of the tube must be very great in comparison with the 
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diameter, and the place in which we consider the motion of the 
fluid must be at a distance of many diameters from the ends, 
which we may suppose to be closed • by frictionless pistons, 
limiting the fluid at its two ends. In the first place, if the fluid 
were not viscous — if it were perfectly liquid — you might move 
the tube to and fro, but the fluid inside of it would remain at 
rest. Water, however, would move; oil would move; the more 
viscous the fluid is, the more liable it would be to experience 
motion in that way. Now there is a perfect analogy between 
the alternating motion of the fluid transmitted inwards from 
the surface, and the distribution of the electric current in a wire 
through which the effect of the alternating current machine is 
being conveyed. 

12. Another very interesting analogy in which exactly the 
same law holds, is the change of temperature of a conducting 
solid, due to variations of external temperature*. Imagine a 
column of rock or stone or metal, and let the atmosphere around 
it be periodically varied in temperature : the law of the inwards 
progress of changes of temperature, the law of the maximums 
and minimums and zeros of temperature, is identical with the 
law of the corn^sponding features of electric currents and of 
viscous fluid motion. In each case we have a propagation in- 
wards, with diminishing amplitude. In each case the rate of 
diminution of amplitude corresponds to the retardation of phase 
according to exactly the same law. I need not attempt at 
this time to state the law — mathematicians know it perfectly 

wellf. 

13. Now take another case. Here the thermal analogy ab- 
solutely fails us, but the fluid motion analogy still holds. Take 
a tube of fluid and give it an alternating motion — a periodically 
varying motion round its axis which gives a tangential drag to 
the fluid in the inside. Now you can all see that the inwards 
penetration of the tangential drag, if the alternations of the 
motion be very quick, will follow the same law for the to and 
fro motion of the cylinder and for the rotatory motion of the 
cylinder. The question is this, Does the variation penetrate 
sensibly to a large distance in, from the outside or not ? If, for 

* See foot-note on § 6, Art. ci. of the present Volume. 

t See § 11 of Art. xciii. 
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example, it penetrates in only the one-hnndredth of the radius, 
then it is obvious that we shall have sensibly the same law of 
penetration inwards for the disturbance, whether for the case 
of the rotatory motion of the cylinder round its axis, or of 
longitudinally to and fro motion. Exactly the same thing holds 
with reference to electro-magnetic induction. The one case of 
electro-magnetic induction that I mentioned first is the most 
important, being the telegraph and telephone case ; but another 
very interesting case, and not at all without practical importance, 
is the penetration of induced currents into a copper or other 
metallic core within a solenoid. Take a common helix or 
solenoid : send an alternating current through its coil — you know 
what it does. It produces alternating magnetic force, with lines 
of force parallel to the axis, in the interior of the solenoid. But 
alternating longitudinal magnetic force, in the copper bar, induces 
electric currents in circles perpotHlicular to the direction of the 
force. Thus we have currents induced, as you all very well 
know, in a solid metal core of a solenoid. A metallic core other 
than iron, is a subject for investigation of an exceedingly easy 
kind. The Fourier-Bessel functions come in here just as they 
do in the other cases in which we arc concerned with circular 
cylinders. If we have, instead of copper, an iron core, we must 
take into account its inductive magnetisation. This presents no 
mathematical difficulty if we suppose the magnetic susceptibility 
constant ; and the same law of amplitudes and phasal retardation 
holds as for copper or other non-magnetic metal. The difficulties, 
both experimental and mathematical, to take into account, are 
the enormous differences of the inductive quality of iron with 
different degrees of magnetisation, and with reversals of mag- 
netisation. The great complications of the inductive effects 
on account of the “magnetic friction” in the iron, introduce 
corresponding complications in the theory of the induced 
currents, and they are complications of a kind that are very 
formidable. 

14. Now I can only just go on to say two or three words 
about an extension of that viscous fluid theory that allows us 
to take into account all that goes on both in air and in metal, 
and in different metals, whether in contact with one another 
or separated by air. For illustration, consider our two simple 
T. III. 32 
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cases — parallel wires with alternating currents through them, and 
the cylinder rotated with a periodic motion of rotation alternately 
in opposite directions. The analogy is simply this : To represent 
different metals, densities of fluid in simple proportion to the 
electric conductivities must be taken ; the viscosity must be the 
same in all. The representative of an insulator in this analogy 
is a massless fluid. By “massless” I mean devoid of inertia — 
perhaps I ought to say an “inertialess” fluid, because people 
attach other ideas to “mass” sometimes than “inertia,” but in the 
strictest dynamical language “mass” is taken as the measure 
of inertia. An inertialess viscous fluid must take the place of 
air or other non-conductor ; a viscous fluid of a certain density, 
but the same degree of viscosity, must take the place of lead. A 
fluid of twelve times the density of lead would take the place of 
copper, the conductivity of copper being, say, twelve times the 
conductivity of lead. 

15. Time does not allow me to pursue the subject further 
in the way of illustration at present, but I must return to the 
second case later on, because I am going to speak of iron and 
rotation. 

Now, with reference to the electrostatic effect, the hopeless — 
I must not say “hopeless:” that is too large a word; we are 
never without hope in science — I was going to use another word, 
“ despair ” — well, I feel it desperately difficult ; I feel the pro- 
bability of my seeing the solution of it is hopeless. To merely 
introduce into the analogy electrostatic effect is very simple. 
Simply imagine an interface between the two fluids, and give 
it such stiffness against change of shape as is required to cause 
it to fulfil the conditions which electrostatic knowdedge and our 
knowledge of the laws of electric and electro-magnetic influence, 
dictate to us. I say, put in at the interface the requisite normal 
force, and you can extend the analogy to include the complete 
problem of the submarine cable, in which electro-magnetic and 
electrostatic induction are both taken into account. But it is 
only by putting in, and in an arbitrary manner, a force at the 
surface to fulfil the requisite conditions, that we can complete 
the analogy. 

16. The analogy I have just sketched cannot be considered as 
being in any respect a physical analogy. In it the analogue to 
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electric current is not velocity of the liquid ; it is not the mole- 
cular rotation of the liquid. It is the rotation of a second liquid 
whose translational velocity is, at every point, equal to and in 
the direction of the axis of the rotation of the first liquid. This 
is too difficult a subject to explain fully at present : but I may 
illustrate it by an example. Take, in the viscous fluid analogue, 
what corresponds to the steady current in a wire. Think of the 
tube with viscous fluid and pistons as before. At one end of 
the tube press a piston in with a uniform motion, continued 
long enough to cause the fluid throughout the tube to come to 
a state of steady motion. In the neighbourhood of the piston 
the motion is disturbed by the rigidity of the piston ; but go to 
a distance of ten or twenty diameters from the piston, and 
the motion of the fluid takes a perfectly regular character, 
[^Illustrating on blackboard as Fig. 1.] Suppose that to be the 
inner surface of the tube. This dotted line represents a portion 
of the liquid which at one time is plane. A little later, while 
the fluid in contact with the containing surface remains unmoved, 
in the doctrine of viscous fluid as given by Stokes there is ab- 
solutely no slip at the containing surface. This portion of the 
fluid which was plane becomes the paraboloid of revolution, which 
you see shown in axial section in the diagram. The velocity 
of the fluid is nothing at the bounding surface, and it is a 
maximum at the centre. Well, we have two functions derivable 
from the consideration of that distribution of velocity. The 
first is the rate of shearing of the fluid ; the second is the rate 
of change per unit change of distance from the axis of the rate 
of shearing*. The rate of shearing represented graphically 
is equal to the tangent of the inclination (T P N) of this 
curve to the transverse surface, the inclination of the curve 
being the angle which is represented by the letter i. Now 
the rate of change from point to point of the rate of shearing is 
the analogue to the strength of the current, and that is uniform. 

* Suppose the parabola in the drawing to represent the fluid which lay along 
the dotted line a unit of time earlier. The distance of P from the dotted line is 
equal to the velocity of the fluid (u) at the distance (r) of P from the axis. We 
have w=c (a^ - 7 ’^), where a denotes the radius of the tube and ca^ the fluid velocity 

d\if 

along its axis. We have -^ = 2cr, which is the rate of shearing; and =2c, 

which is our representative of the electric-current density. The whole strength of 
the electric current is 2c . ira^. 


32—2 
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So in this analogy of a viscous fluid forced through a tube, we 
have not the fluid velocity equal to the electric current, but some- 
thing else, quite intelligible ; and the reason for it, in our analogy, 
is clear enough. But there is something interesting, perhaps, in 
this idea — that we have a super-subtle mathematical definition 
of electric current which is not fluid velocity. Well, now, perhaps 



some one will say, “ Had not we better get an analogy in which a 
“ fluid velocity is equal to the velocity of the electric flow V* Well, 
I do not say whether we had better do so or had better not, but 
we do not, otherwise than in the way I have defined, get the 
working analogy ; and there is an advantage in this analogy. It 
gives us a motion of which the rotation is the magnetic force. 
This is what Maxwell calls “ vector-potential.'' I think it is 
an unhappily chosen name; but Maxwell's use of the thing is 
most happy and most instructive, as it seems to me. Maxwell 
does not translate this into realities of motion, but he puts down 
in his formulas, as the foundation from which one step leads to 
magnetic force and the next step to electric current, something 
which, translated into realities of motion, gives us a motion of 
which the rotation is the magnetic force ; and here it seems to 
me that if we are ever to have a real theory it must be founded 
upon this view. The hand of the clock warns me time is going 
on so rapidly that we must leave this viscous liquid analogy 
absolutely unfinished. Perhaps it is well to be obliged to leave 
it now, because the more we look at it the less we like it, if 
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we wish to see and to like a true mechanical explanation of 
electro-magnetism. The work is done in the wrong place. 
Throughout the liquid, work is done and heat generated in 
proportion to the square of the rate of shearing. In the electric 
reality no heat is generated in the surrounding insulator ; and 
the work is done and heat generated uniformly throughout the 
conductor. In the viscous analogue we have work done and 
heat generated in the massless fluid taking the place of the 
insulator. We must discredit that absolutely; but the reason 
for judging the analogy worth so much notice as even it has 
had to-night, is that it is a perfect mathematical working analogy, 
and an exceedingly useful and instructive kind of analogy, and a 
very potent one to help us in guessing out, and in thinking out, 
and estimating results in practical problems of electro-magnetic 
induction in dynamos and in alternate-current machines, and in 
telephones and in electric instruments of great varieties of shape 
and mutual relations. 

17. But now there is another line of thought in . connection 
with this subject, and that is the elastic solid idea. Will you 
allow me to read a very short statement which was published 
in the Cambridge and Dublin Mathematical Journal for the 
year 1847*? It is dated Glasgow University, November 28th, 
1846. It was written after I had been twenty-eight days at 
work in my professorship, and it is as follows: — “Mr Faraday, 
“in the 11th series of his ‘Experimental Eesearches on Elec- 
“ * tricity,’ has set forth a theory of electrostatical induction which 
“ suggests the idea that there may be a problem in the theory of 
“elastic solids corresponding to every problem connected with 
“the distribution of electricity on conductors or with the forces 
“ of attraction and repulsion exercised by electrified bodies. The 
“ clue to a similar representation of magnetic and galvanic forces 
“is afforded by Mr Faraday’s recent discovery of the affection 
“ with reference to polarised light, of transparent solids subjected 
“to magnetic or electro-magnetic forces. I have thus been led 
“to find three distinct particular solutions of the equations of 
“equilibrium of an elastic solid, of which one expresses a 
“ state of distortion, such that the absolute displacement of a 


PaperSf Vol. i. Art. xxvii. 
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“ particle in any part of the solid represents the resultant 
‘‘ attraction at this point produced by an electrified body. An- 
“ other gives a state of the solid in which each element has a 
“ certain resultant angular displacement, representing in mag- 
“nitude and direction the force at this point produced by a 
“ magnetic body ; and the third represents in a similar manner 
the forces produced by any portion of a galvanic wire ; the 
“direc^tions of the force in the latter cases being given by the 
axes of the resultant rotations impressed upon the elements 
of the solid.’* Then come the mathematics, in three pages, 
and then comes the last sentence : “ I should exceed my present 
“ limits were I to enter into a special examination of the states 
“ of a solid body representing various problems in electricity, 
“ magnetism, and galvanism, which must, therefore, be reserved 
“ for a future paper.” As to this last sentence, I can say now, 
what I said forty-two years ago — ‘‘ vinst be reserved for a future 
jmper* I may add that I have been considering the subject 
for forty-two years — night and day for forty-two years. I do 
not mean all of every day and all of every night ; I do not mean 
some of each day and some of each night; but the subject has 
been on iiiy mind all those years. I have been trying, many 
days and many nights, to find an explanation, but have not 
found it. 

18. Let there be an clastic solid body of exceedingly small 
density, and let there be a tubular portion of it porous, but 
with the same aggregate rigidity as that of the continuous 
elastic matter round it. Let the pores be filled with a dense 
viscous fiuid, and let this fluid be forced, by aid of a piston 
or otherwise, to move through the tube. The pull of the fluid 
upon the porous solid will produce static rotational displace- 
ment exactly proportional to the continued rotatory motion 
which we had in the case of the viscous fluid. Some of the 
most interesting practical problems of electro-magnetic induction 
can be dynamically realised, as it were, in model, by following 
out this idea ; in fact, if we had nothing but electricity and 
ether, the thing would be done. If it were not for the gross 
ponderable matter that wo are forced to consider, 1 should be 

* The paper which was “future” in 1846 and 1889, appears at last in §§ 29 — 43 
of Art. xcix. of the present Volume. 
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perfectly satisfied with the problem of electro-magnetic induc- 
tion, by taking the electricity as a viscous fluid, and ether an 
elastic solid, porous in some places, and continuous or non-porous 
elsewhere. 

19. Now, if you will pardon me, though it is very late for 
introducing another topic on which to speak. I shall confine 
myself to one, and that is magnetism. I must return to the 
rotational case. Imagine this (Fig. 2 or Fig. 3) to be the section 



Fig. 3. Fig. 2. 


of an ordinary helix or solenoid with a solid copper core. 
Imagine a continuous electric current (Fig. 2) or an alternating 
electric current (Fig. 3) of electricity sent through the solenoid, 
shown in section by the outer circle. Whatever the current of 
electricity may be, I believe this is a reality: it does pull the 
ether round within the solenoid. I do not think this is a dream 
of electro-magnetic theory; difficult as the idea is, I believe it 
to be a reality. Whatever ether is, we move through it — the 
earth moves through it. Astronomers and opticians do not cry 
out and make their lives miserable because of the aberration 
of light. Fresnel and Professor Stokes have done all that man, 
up to the 9th of January, 1889, has been able to do, to explain 
the dynamics of the aberration of light. It may be not beyond 
mans range to complete the solution— how the earth can tear 
through this elastic solid ether and yet the waves of light be 
propagated through it as they are. The aberration of light is 
still an absolute mystery. Yet people who deal with optics and 
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astronomy are not expected to be miserable for life because 
they have tliat difficulty ever before them. V\^ell, are we to be 
absolutely unhappy because, while we see a mobile wire caused, 
in virtue of an electric current through it, to move by electro- 
magnetic force, we cannot see any possibility of explaining how 
a medium capable of the “magnetic stress” can allow it to 
move? After all, great as the mystery there is, there is a 
mystery greater tlian that. An act of free-will is, with reference 
to the laws of matter, a greater mystery than anything that 
has ever been suggested or imagined in the dynamics of ether, 
and electro-magnetism, and light. Somehow or other, however it 
is, the ether is pulled round, the ether does get a turning motion 
in the interior of a solenoid; somehow or other the electric 
current through the surrounding wire, does give a turning motion 
to ether in our supposed copper core and in the air between it 
and tile wire through which the current is flowing. 

20. But now for the iron. And now, instead of an alternating 
current through the helix, take a constant current through it. 
What can it do ? One thing or the other it does : either a 
constant current through this helix drags the ether round and 
round inside, or it drags it round to a certain angle propor- 
tionate to the strength of the electric current, and brings it to 
static equilibrium so turned. It does either one or other of 
those things. Now, how can iron differ, in the principle of the 
interfacial law, from copper? Our interfacial law depending on 
equal viscosities is (juite clear, but when you introduce iron you 
introduce an interfacial difference depending on rotation, with- 
out anything that could possibly be a cause of any viscous action, 
or a cause of any elastic action. Elastic action (unless of com- 
pression or rarefaction, and these are not of our present subject) 
re(|uiros distortion. You have no elasticity of an incompressible 
elastic solid without distortion. Now if, by applying a tangential 
force all round the space within a cylinder, you keep turning the 
circumference, you will keep turning the contents. Ultimately 
the whole fluid within will go round with the same angular 
velocity as the circumference in contact with the cylinder. Thus 
our viscous fluid analogue works out perfectly well for the mag- 
netic force within a solenoid having any non-magnetic material 
within it, and illustrates the fact that it is the same for conducting 
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and non-conducting matter. But with iron the case is some- 
thing quite different. Our viscous fluid analogue is called on 
to give us a greater permanent rotational velocity, or a greater 
static rotational displacement, in the space occupied by iron in 
the magnetic analogue, than in this surrounding space! Thus 
the primary phenomenon of the magnetisation of a bar of iron 
within a helix, absolutely leaves us behind, cuts the ground from 
under us, both as to our viscous fluid analogy and our elastic 
solid analogy. If it is to be a fluid going round and round, we 
must have an action between the portions of fluid on the two 
sides of the interface, depending, not on distortion, but on 
rotation. Or if we take our elastic solid analogue, we must have 
static equilibrium of tlie elastic cylinder, with the inner part 
turned through a greater angle than the rotational part of the 
displacement of the surrounding matter. An irrotational circular 
displacement of the outer part added to this, procures fulfil- 
ment of the no slip condition at the interface. Hence we 
must have an arrangement of matter in which a constant 
torque produces a constant angular displacement in a body, 
and does not produce continued rotation. The only thing that 
can do that is an inherent rotation existing in the molecules 
of matter. This seems the only thing that can do it, and this 
can do it certainly. But consider this — that the gyrostat shows 
us the thing done; and I will just conclude, if you will allow 
me, with a simple gyrostatic experiment — a very well-known old 
gyrostatic experiment — which I bring before you because I want 
to accentuate the application of it. 

21. I am going to show by this illustration with reference to 
the idea of a medium, a medium which has the properties of an 
incompressible fluid, and no rigidity except what is given to it 
gyrostatically. Here is, so to speak, a molecular skeleton that 
can give us such a fluid — a set of rigid squares with their 
neighbouring corners joined by endless flexible inextensible 
threads, running frictionlcssly through holes in the corners, or 
round pulleys mounted in the corners (Fig. 4). Here is a model 
thus constructed — sixteen rigid squares and nine endless cord 
segments connecting the corners in this pattern, forming a kind 
of web. Now, if we take an ordinary cloth web, and pull it in 
different directions : in the direction of the warp and the direction 
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of the woof, you cannot stretch it ; but at 45 degrees from the 



warp and woof you can stretch it very freely. We all understand 
that. You know how tlic surgeons take advantage of it in their 
diagonally cut bandages. Now here is a web which is ec^ually 
easily stretcbal)le in all directions, and yet which is of constant 
area — a constant area for infinitesimal displacements, not a con- 
stant area for very great displacements. The circumference of 
each rigid and of each flexible square is given. Well, now, if you 
infinitesimally alter the s(juare into a not-squarc rectangle, or into 
a rhombus, the area remains sensibly unchanged. The first change 
of the area is a diminution in whatever direction you stretch it ; 
but that is proportional to the square of the strain, so that you 
may say, in language of infinitesimals, the area is unchanged. 
Tlie constancy of the periphery, then, of each of these figures 
gives rise to and entails the condition of an approximate constancy 
of the area. Here, then, we have in this skeleton a two- 
dimensional working model of a medium which is unchangeable 
in area, but is freely extensible in any direction, provided you 
allow it to shrink proportionately in the perpendicular direction. 
Well, now, let us put a gyrostat into each of those squares 
(Fig. 5), and you have all that is wanted to fulfil the strange — 
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almost inconceivable — condition for a dynamical model of electro- 
magnetic induction in iron which I have put before you. I will 



just make an experiment illustrating that, if it is not occupying 
too much time. [Sir William Thomson then spm the gjirostat'] 
I turn azimuthally the scpiare frame by wliicli 1 liold it — first in 
one direction, and the red end of the bearing of th(3 axle of the 
fly-wheel turns up; I turn the other way, and up comes the blue 
end. The gyrostat is mounted in a sejuare frame, as you see, 
which 1 hold in my hand. The rigid case bearing the axle of the 
fly-wheel is, as you see, free to turn round the axis of these 
trunnions, mounted horizontally on bearings in opposite sides of 
the scpiare frame which I hold in my hand. The axis of these 
trunnions is perpendicular to the axis of the fly-wheel. I shall 
walk round and round to light, to keep the red side up; I walk 
round to the left, and it keeps the hluo side up. It is a curiously 
interesting experiment. There arc three little objects on a tray, 
as it were. Imagine this to be a butler s tray, with wine-glasses 
on it represented by these india-rubber corks. As long as I turn 
ever so little to my left all goes well ; if I go straight forward, it 
is doubtful ; but if I turn by an infinitesimal angle to my right, 
over it goes and everything falls off it. 

22. Look, now, at the gyrostat resting in this position on its 
trunnions, the axes of the trunnions and of the fly-wheel being 
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both at present horizontal. The outer square frame seems im- 
movable in azimuth. When I apply a couple tending to move 
it in azimuth it does not move. It does not move in azimuth 
till the gyrostat turns round its trunnion axis and brings its 
fly-wheel axis to be perpendicular to the plane in which I am 
trying to turn the scjuare frame. And I must apply a couple 
whose time- integral is ecjual to double the moment of momentum 
of the fly-wheel, before I can get the gyrostat from the position 
with the blue end up, to the position with the red end up. 

23. This closed brass case, with a rapidly rotating fly-wheel 
mounted on bearings inside it, is called a gyrostat because in 
virtue of rotation it stands, however you place it, with any of its 
edges resting on a hard, smooth table. You see, place it as I 
will, it cannot fall. If I place it with its centre of gravity above 
the supporting point, it stands at rest. With its centre of gravity 
not vertically over the bearing point, it goes round in azimuth, 
but it does not fall. 

24. Now imagine mounted in each one of the rigid squares 
of this web a gyrostat exactly as this one is in the square frame 
which 1 hold in my hand. If the fly-wheel speed be great enough, 
each of tlioso rigid sejuares is practically immovable in azimuth. 
I do not say it is immovable, but I say you may make it practically 
immovable by making the velocity of the fly-wheel sufficiently 
great. 

25. Thus we have a skedeton model of a special elastic solid 
with a structure essentially involving a gyrostatic contribution to 
rigidity. Now do not imagine that a structure of this kind, gross 
as it is, is necessarily uninstructive. Look at the structures of 
living things ; think of all we have to explain in electricity and 
magnetism ; and allow, at least, that there must be some kind of 
structure in the ultimate molecules of conductors, non-conductors, 
magnetic bodies, and non-magnetic bodies, by which their wonder- 
ful properties now known to us, but not explained, are to be 
explained. We cannot suppose all dead matter to bo without 
form and void, and without any structure; its molecules must 
have some shape; they must have some relation to one another. 

26. So that I do not admit that it is merely playing at theory, 
but it is helping our minds to think of possibilities, if by a model, 
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however rough and impracticable, we show that a structure can 
be produced which is an incompressible frictionless liquid when 
no gyrostatic arrangement is in it, and which acquires a peculiar 
rotational elasticity or rigidity as the effect of introducing the 
gyrostats into these squares. Imagine a corresponding model in 
three dimensions, with rigid cubes instead of the rigid squares 
which you see in the model before you. Instead of the endless 
flexible cords which you see, you may imagine elastic threads 
stretched between neighbouring corners of the cubes. In each 
cube mount three gyrostats, with their trunnion axes perpendi- 
cular to the three pairs of its faces. The gyrostatic domination 
thus provided, causes the cubes to be practically immovable in 
rotation, but leaves them perfectly free to take translatory motion. 
There you have a body, then, that you could not distinguish from 
an ordinary elastic solid in respect to any irrotational distortion, 
or in respect to translational motion of the whole, but which if 
you try to turn it, will resist. It will not be immovable in respect 
of the turning, but it will be balanced by a constant couple with 
a constant degree of rotatory displacement. [See Art. C. § 5, 
above.] Thus upon this solid, the effect of a constant couple is 
not to produce continued rotation, but to produce and balance a 
constant displacement ; and that balance might last for any time, 
however long, if the rotational moment of momentum of the fly- 
wheels is but great enough. 

27. Now, lastly, I should just explain briefly that this rota- 
tional rigidity of ether must be equal in copper and all other non- 
magnetic metals, and in air and other non-conductors; but that 
it must be enormously less in iron. These conditions fulfil exactly 
what we want for the relation of ether between air and iron 
inside the helix of an electro-magnet*. But, alas ! we are only 
led on to inscrutable difficulties. How much does our elastic 
solid go towards the explanation, when in the very fundamental 
fact of the mutual motions by which electro-magnetic forces are 
made manifest to us, we have a force as of a strained solid be- 
tween the bodies (magnets or wires) whose motions revealed to 
CErsted and Ampere the existence of electro-magnetic force ? 
Why is it that those strains do not simply balance themselves in 


See § 46, Art. xcix. of the present Volume. 



510 ETHER, ELECTRICITY, AND PONDERABLE MATTER. [CII. 


the solid ? How can there be a solid capable of giving rise to that 
wonderful cf)ndition which we have in the air between the poles 
of an electro-magnet — for instance, such that a piece of copper 
will fall down through it at the rate of, perhaps, a quarter of a 
centimetre per second ? Look on the subject as engineers, and 
think of the “strength of materials” wanted for ether in air, 
with the molecules of the air itself tearing through it in all 
directions at speeds averaging 500 metres per second, or more or 
less according to temperature. Think of the forces, amounting to 
110 kilograinm(‘S weight i)er square centimetre, with which two 
bars of iron Tnagnetizt‘d to 1,700 C.G.S., with faces separated by a 
thin space of air, and with Ewing’s 4(),()00 C.G.S. of magnetic 
force in the air around tlu^ bars, are urged towards one another. 
How can it be that these prodigious forces are developed in ether, 
an elastic solid, and yet ponderable bodies be perfectly free to 
move through that solid ? Now I simply say, all that has been 
done to think out this subject merely gives us a dynamical theory 
on one part of it. I have absolutely — not ignored, because I have 
spoken of it two or three times — but 1 have left out in the cold, 
the electrostatic part, the thing we knew first. Our first love 
was electrostatics. That is absolutely left out in the cold; we do 
not touch it. We do not get near to explaining the mutual force 
between two electrified bodies, in any of these illustrations or 
attempted explanations; wc do not even get near the mutual 
attraction between the iron of an electro-magnet, or the steel of 
a permanent magnet, and its armature or keeper ; we do not get 
near to explaining the possibility of the motions of the bodies 
that demonstrate the forces. We only try to explain for a qui- 
escent system of conductors and insulators, the variable distribu- 
tions of el(‘ctric currents which from mathematical theory and 
experimental observation we know to exist. 

28. And here, I am afraid, I must end by saying that the 
difficulties are so great in the way of forming anything like a 
comprehensive theory, that we cannot even imagine a finger-post 
pi>inting to a way that can lead us towards the explanation. That 
is not putting it too strongly. I only say we cannot now imagine 
it. But this time next year, — this time ten years, — this time one 
hundred years, — probably it will be just as easy as we think it is 
to understand that glass of water, which seems now so plain and 
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simple. I cannot doubt but that these things, which now seem 
to us so mysterious, will be no mysteries at all; that the scales 
will fall from our eyes ; that we shall learn to look on things in 
a different way — when that which is now a difficulty will be the 
only common-sense and intelligible way of looking at the subject. 

I ask you to pardon me for leading you up to so impotent a 
conclusion as that we really know nothing below the surface of 
this grand subject which constitutes the province of the Insti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers. 

29 — 35. [Added May 13, 1890.] Effective ohmic resistance. 

29. The definition of this expression given in the foot-note 
on § 9 above, is applicable to any portion B of a conductor having 
a zone, Z, of its surface in contact with insulating material all 
round, and the two thus separated parts S, S' of its surface in 
contact with other conducting matter through which electricity 
flows so as to traverse it either with constant or with periodically 
varying flow. Let 

cr be the resistivity at any point, P ; 

dB, an infinitesimal element of bulk at P ; 

p, the current density at time t, and place P ; 

dA, an infinitesimal element of area of any surface Q edged by 
the zone ; 

q the normal component of p, at dA ; 


7, the total current across Q ; 
w the rate of total work at time t. 

We have 

w ^jjjdBap'^ (1), 

and 7=//di4g (2), 


where jjjdB denotes integration through the whole volume, 2?, 
and jjdA integration over the whole surface, Q, 

30. To include every case of periodically varying current, let 
p = resultant of 

P^ -f P, cos a)t + P/ sin cot -f P^ cos 2eot 4- P/ sin 2a)t -h &c.l 
. Qo + Qi cos cot -f Q/ sin cot + cos 2(ot + Q^' sin 2cot + &c. 1. . .(3), 

-h Pj cos cot -I- P/ sin cot -I- P, cos 2cot 4- Pg' sin 2cot 4 &c. j 
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where P^, Q^, R^, P,, &c. denote functions of {x, y, z). We find 
time-average of 

p* = p: + Q „* + h iP'+pr+ " + p:+p,'^+...)...ii). 

Hence 

time aver, of w = JJfdBa {P,» + Q/ + -I- J (P,* + &c.)} . . .(5). 

Again, let 

q = cos (ot + 0^ sin xt + 0 ^ cos 2a)< + sin 2a)t -I- &c.. . .(6). 


We find, from (2), 
time-average of >/ = (JJdAGoy 

+ i +(//rfA(?,r-t &c.) (7). 

The required “effective ohmic resistance/* as defined in the 
footnote on § 9 above, is the quotient of (5) divided by (7). 

31. In the important practical case of rectilineal flow in a 
straight conductor, of whatever form of cross-section, these for- 
mulas become greatly simplified. Thus if we take OZ parallel to 
the length of the conductor, the first two lines of (3) vanish, and 
if we take, for the surface Q, a plane cross-section pei'pendicular 
to the* length, we have 

q = p; and therefore (?/ = J?/, &c (8) ; 

and each of these quantities is a function of (a?, y). For the very 
important particular case of purely “ alternate *’ current according 
to the simple harmonic law, all the (?*s vanish except and G ' ; 
and, if we take for B the bulk between plane cross-sections with a 
length I of conductor between them ; 

time-average of w=^\l jjdA .(7(6*4- 6'*) (9), 

and time-average of 7® = ^ {(ffdAGy + (ffdAGyj (10). 


32. Going back to (3) and (8), we now have 

p = G COB (ot+ 6' sin cot (11); 

and, by Maxwell’s fundamental equations of electro-magnetic in- 
duction, we have, as in Art. ci. § 7 above 

1 = *^'/’ 

where k = - — , and V* denotes -r-, -I- t-. (13). 

ww dor dy* ' ' 

Hence by (11), 

fl! = _ * j and (?' = - V*(? (14). 

0) ' Q> ' ' 
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Hence, and by well known integrations, with the notation of 
the foot-note on § 19 of Art. ci., above, 

and similarly ~ ^ 

and 



jjdA {0'^ + G^)=^lldA {G'S/^G - GV^G') 


-»/*( 


dG .y dG' 

Cr - z (r -v— 


dv dv! 

By (11), (8), (2), and (15) we find, as the expression for the 
total current at time t, 


y = ^ cos <otfdsf^- + sin cotfds^J^) W; 


whence, 


time-average of y = +(/‘^*S)} O^)- 

And by (9) and (16), 


time-average tv 




dG ^ dG'\ 

dv) 


dv dv , 


Lastly, dividing (19) by (18), we find effective ohmic resist- 

fdsfa'i^-of) 

, 0)1 \ dv dv / 




33. For the case of a conductor of circular cross-section (of 
radius a), with symmetrical surroundings, or with any surround- 
ings such as to render G and G' functions of distance, r, from the 
centre, we have fds = 27ra, and djdv = {dldr)r=a> 

Hence (20) becomes 



The solution of (14) in ascending powers of r, used in (11), 
and in (21) divided by aljira^, yields the expressions given in § 9 
above. The calculations for the Table were of course made by aid 
of the semi-convergent series in descending powers of r, for values 
T. III. 33 
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of r so large as to render the convergence of the converging series 
inconveniently slow. The designations her q and bei q were given 
because three letters are convenient (after the pattern of siriy cos, 
tariy &c.) for designating determinate functions, and the series so 
designated arc respectively the real part and of the imaginary 
part, of the Fourier Bessel function {iq). 


34. For a conductor of any form of cross-section, the greater 
the frequency of the alternation, the less is the depth inwards 
from the boundary, within which there is any sensible intensity of 
current. That this must be so we see by taking co exceedingly 
great in eejuations (14). The determinate solution of these equa- 
tions for great or small values of o), with proper determining 
boundary conditions for practical problems, is an exceedingly 
interesting and practically important question for mathematical 
treatment. For the present consider the case of co so great that 
the thickness of the shell of sensible current is very small in 
comparison with the radius of curvature at the most curved part 
of the cross-section, and in comparison with the distance from the 
nearest centre of curvature of any other conductor or conductors 
insulated from it. Let OX be the inward normal through any 
point 0 of the bounding surface. For distances from 0 consider- 
able in comparison with the radius of curvature at this point, 
but large in comparison with the thickness of the shell of sensible 
current, G and Q' do not vary sensibly with distance from OX : 
that is to say they arc functions of w; and therefore (14) become 




o) dx^ 


.( 22 ). 


The appropriate solution of these equations, that is to say the 
solution for simple harmonic alternation in period 27r/a) with 
amplitude diminishing as x increases, is 

G=^gco^{xJ^e (r'=i/sin *^‘^\..(23), 


where g denotes an arbitrary constant; and using these in (11) 
we have 

- jut 

p = 5fCos(ar^/s-<u^)c (24). 

This is Fourier’s solution for the variation of underground tem- 
perature due to a simple-harmonic variation of surface-tempera- 
ture, which was stated verbally in Art. xciii. § 11, above. 
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2x 


.(25); 


With (23) for G and O' we find 

^dO’ ^,dG_ , /. 

^ dx ^ dx~^ V 2 
and from this, remarking that djdv = — djdxy and that a? = 0 at the 
surface of the conductor ; and that g, though a constant with 
reference to is not generally constant round the circumference 
of the conductor, we have 

time-average of w — Jdsg^ (26). 

Similarly by (18) we find 

time-average of 

Lastly, dividing (26) by (27) we find 


effective ohmic resistance 




0) 

2/c 


jdsg* 

(W 


.(28). 


35. When the surroundings (the neighbouring conductors 
insulated from the given conductor) are such that g is constant 
all round the cross-section, (28) becomes, if we denote the circum- 
ference by c, 

WVS 

which shows that the effective ohmic resistance of the given con- 
ductor for a simple-harmonic alternating current of period 27 r/(w, 
is the simple ohmic resistance for constant current through an 
outer shell of thickness \/(2/c/a)) of the given conductor supposed 
insulated from the conducting matter within. I therefore call 
V (2/c/ft)) the mhoic effective thickness, or simply the mhoic thick- 
ness, of the alternate current stratum. With a) = 503, or fre- 
quency 80 periods per second, it is 2*48 cm. for lead, *714 cm. for 
copper; and would be *104 cm. for iron if its diffusivity for electric 
currents were 2*7 square centimetres per second as calculated from 
CT = 300 in § 13 of Art. ci. above. 

For the case of circular cross-section of radius a, we have 
c= 27ra; and (29) divided by o-Z/Tra* becomes 

1 1 /o) 

V2 • 2“V 

which proves the last entry of the Table of § 9, above. 

33—2 
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Art. cm. Professor Tait’s experimental results regard- 
ing THE COMPRESSIBILITY OF FRESH WATER AND SEA WATER 
AT DIFFERENT TEMPERATURES ; COMPRESSIBILITIES AT SINGLE 
TEMPERATURES OF MERCURY, OF GLASS*, AND OF WATER WITH 
DIFFERENT PROPORTIONS OF COMMON SALT IN SOLUTION; 
BEING AN EXTRACT FROM HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE REPORT 
ON THE SCIENTIFIC RESULTS OF THE VOYAGE OF H.M.S. 

Challenger, Vol. II. Physics and Chemistry, Part IV. 
(published in 188<S). 

The pressures employed in the experiments ranged from 
150 to 450 atrn., so that results given below for higher or lower 
pressures [and enclosed in sejuare brackets] are extrapolated. 
A similar remark applies to temperature, the range experiment- 
ally treated for water and for sea-water being only 0” to 15'^ (1 
Also it has been stated that the recording indices are liable to 
be washed down tlie tube, to a small extent, during the relief of 
pressure, so that the results given arc probably a little too smalL 

Compressibility of Mercury, per atmosphere, 0*0000036f 
„ „ Glass, . . . 0*0000026 

* Tait’s determinations of the Compressibility of Glass were made by direct 
observation of the diminution of length of a glass rod subjected to pressure equal in 
all directions (water pressure from 150 to 460 atmos), according to a method first 
described by J. Y. Buchanan in the Transactiom of the Royal Society of Edinbiiryh 
for 1880, pp. 580 — 508. Thoy are interesting as having been thus obtained directly, 
instead of by tlio very indirect method of calculation of observations of Young’s 
Modulus and the Rigidity Modulus as described above in §§ 45 — 47 of Art. xcii. 

t Tait appends to the description of his own determination of the compressi- 
bility of Mercury the following remarks on the discordant results obtained by 
experimenters who came after llegnault: “It is well to remember that though 
“ Grassi, working with Rcgnault’s apparatus, gave as the compressibility of mercury 

0-00000295, 

“ which Amaury and Doscamps afterwards reduced to 

0-00000187, 

“ the master himself had previously assigned the value 

0-00000352. 

“ Had Grassi’s result been correct, I should have got only about half the displace- 
“ments observed; had that of Amaury and Descamps been correct the apparent 
“ compressibility would have had the opposite sign to that I obtained, so that the 
“ index would not have been displaced.” 
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[Bulk Moduluses.] 


In Atmospheres 

In Grms. p. Sq. Cm. 

In Dynes p. Sq. Cm. 

278000 

286 X 10' 

281 X 10“ 

385000 

397 X 10* 

1 

389 X 10“ 


Average compressibility of fresh water : — 

[At low pressures (.520 — 3*55^ -f *03^*') 1 0“^] 


For 1 ton = 152'3 atm. 

504 

3-60 

-04 

2 „ =304-6 „ 

490 

3-65 

-05 

3 „ =456-9 „ 

478 

3-70 

-06 


The term independent of t (the compressibility at 0° C.) is of 
the form 10'^ (520 — 17p + 

where the unit of p is 152-3 atm. (one ton-weight per sq. in.). 
This must not be extended in application much beyond p = 3, for 
there is no warrant, experimental or other, for the minimum which 
it would give at ^ = 8*5. 

The point of minimum compressibility of fresh water is 
probably about 60'' C. at atmospheric pressure, but is lowered 
by increase of pressure. 

As an approximation through the whole range of the experi- 
ments we have the formula : — 

0-00186 / 3^ e 

m+p V 400 10 , 000 ; ’ 

while the following formula exactly represents the average of all 
the experimental results at each temperature and pressure: — 
[(520 ~ I7p + /) - (3-55 + '05 .p) t -f (*03 + -01 .jj) f ] . 10"^ 
Average compressibility of sea-water (about 0’92 of that of 
fresh water): — 


[At low pressures 

(481 - 

3-40< 4- 

-03t“). 10"^ 

For 1 ton 

462 

3-20 

-04 

9 

447-5 

3-05 

•05 

3 „ 

437-5 

2-95 

•05 

Term independent of t 

- 



10'^(481 

— 21’25|) -h 2'2op^). 


Approodmate formula: — 




0-00179 / 

t , 

f \ 


38 4 p [ 

150 

10 , 060 ; ■ 



Minimum compressibility point, probably about 56'' 0. at 
atmospheric pressure, is lowered by increase of pressure. 
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Average compressibility of solutions of NaCl for the first 
p tons of additional pressure, at 0® C.: — 

0-00186 

where s of NaCl is dissolved in 100 of water. 

Note the remarkable resemblance between this and the formula 
for the average compressibility of fresh water at 0® C. and p + s 
tons of additional pressure. 

Various parts of the investigation seem to favour Laplace's 
view that there is a large molecular pressure in liquids. In the 
text it has been suggested, in accordance with a formula of the 
Kinetic Theory of Gases, that in water this may amount to about 
36 tons-weight on the square inch. In a similar way it would 
appear that the molecular pressure in salt solutions is greater than 
that in water by an amount directly proportional to the quantity 
of salt added. 

Six miles of sea, at 10® C. throughout, are reduced in depth 
620 feet by compression. At 0® C. the amount would be about 
663 feet, or a furlong. (This quantity varies nearly as the square 
of the depth.) Hence the pressure at a depth of 6 miles is 
nearly 1000 atmospheres. 

The maximum-density point of water is lowered about 3°C. 
by 150 atm. of additional pressure. 

From the heat developed by compression of water I obtained a 
lowering of 3° C. per ton-weight per square inch. 

From the ratio of the volumes of water (under atmospheric 
pressure) at 0® C. and 4® C., given by Despretz, combined with my 
results as to the compressibility, I found 3® ’17 C.: — and by direct 
experiment (a modified form of that of Hope) 2° *7 C. The circum- 
stances of this experiment make it certain that the last result is 
too small. 

Thus, at ordinary temperatures, the expansibility of water is 
increased by the application of pressure. 

In consequence, the heat developed by sudden compression of 
water at temperatures above 4® C. increases in a higher ratio than 
the pressure applied; and water under 4® C. may be heated by the 
sudden application of sufficient pressure. 

The maximum density coincides with the freezing-point at 
— 2® '4 C., under a pressure of 2-14 tons. 



Art. civ. Velocities of Waves of different character; 

AND CORRESPONDING MODULUSES IN CASES OF WAVES DUE 

TO Elasticity : being Appendix to Art. XCIL, § 51. 

1. Velocities, Lengths, and Periods, of Deep-water* Waves. 

(Gravity) g = 981 centimetres per second per second. 
(Surface-Tension) r= *075 grammes weight per centimetre 
= 73*6 dynes per centimetre. 

Case A. Gravitational ; when ^ > 30 cms., and therefore 
surface-tension may be neglected 


Velocity 

Length 

Period 

In Nautical 

In feet 

in feet 

in seconds 

miles per hourf 

per second 



2 

3-38 

2-23 

•659 

3 

5 07 

501 

•989 

4 

6-76 

8-91 

1-32 

5 

8-45 

13-9 

1*65 

6 

10-1 

19*9 

1-97 

7 

11-8 

27-2 

230 

8 

13*5 

35*6 

2-63 

9 

15-2 

45 '1 

2-97 

10 

16-9 

55*7 

3-30 

11 

18 -G 

675 

3-63 

12 

20-2 

79-6 

3-94 

13 

220 

94-4 

4-29 

U 

236 

109 

4-60 

15 

25*4 

126 

4-96 

16 

27-0 

142 

527 

17 

28-7 

161 

5-60 

18 

30-4 

180 

5-93 

19 

32-1 

201 

6-26 

20 

33-8 

223 

6-59 

22 

37-2 

270 

7-26 

24 

40-4 

318 

7-88 

26 

44-0 

378 

8-58 

28 

47-2 

435 

9'21 

30 

50-8 

501 

9-91 

35 

59-2 

684 

11-5 

40 

67*6 

891 

13-2 


• Rigorously this means water infinitely deep; but if the depth be as small 
as half the wave-length, the velocity is less by only or 1/535, of what it 

is in infinitely deep water. Hence the error is less than 1/5 per cent, on the 
velocity if we calculate for infinitely deep water, when the depth is anything 
more than half the wave-length. 

t The Nautical Mile is taken, according to the English Admiralty Rule, as 
6086 feet, being the mean length of one minute of longitude at the Equator. 
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Case B. Gravitational-Cohesional*, when Z<30 centimetres, 
and > 1 ’7 2730 , or ‘0986 of a centimetre. 



Velocity 


In Nautical 
miles per hour 

•446 

•452 

•48.5 

•528 

-.57.3 

•779 

1^3.3 


In centimetres 
per second 

23 (min”) 
233 

25-0 

27-2 

29-5 

40-1 

68-5 


Wave-length 
in centimetres 


1- 72 

2 - 0 
1-45 

3- 0 
•963 

4- 0 
•723 

50 
•578 
100 
•289 1 
30^0 
•096 1 


Period 
in seconds 


•0750 

•0860 

•0622 

•120 

•0385 

•147 

•0265 

•169 

•0196 

•249 

•00721 1 

•438 

•00140 1 


Case C. CohesionaP; when I < 0986 of a centimetre and 
therefore gravity may be neglected. 



Velocity in centimetres 

Length t 

Period t 

per second 

in centimetres 

in seconds 

71-7 

•090 

•001256 

96-2 

•050 

•000520 

215 

•010 

•0000465 


* For theoretical investigation of these waves, and experimental determination 
of the minimum wave-velocity of deep-water waves, see Phil, Mag. Nov. 1871. (Sir 
William Thomson, “ Hydrokinetic Solutions and Observations.”) 

t These wave-lengths and periods are those of the standing vibrations, seen on 
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2. Velocity of “long waves” in water of given depth. 


V^JgD. 


Depth 
in Fathoms 

Velocity in Nautical 
miles per hour 

1 

8-23 

2 

11 63 

5 

18-40 

10 

26-02 

100 

82-28 


the surface of water in a thin wine-glass, or tumbler, or finger-glass, when caused to 
sound a note by sliding a wetted finger round the rim ; but they are, in the most 
easily observed cases, of double the period of the exciting vibration of the glass, as 
was first noticed sixty years ago by Faraday (‘‘On a Peculiar Class of Acoustical 
Figures,” Phil. Traits. 1831; Appendix “On the Forms and States assumed by 
Fluids in contact with vibrating elastic surfaces;” republished in Faraday’s Volume 
of “Experimental Eesearches in Chemistry and Physics”). This curious and 
surprising result is thoroughly explained in Lord Bayleigh’s dynamical investigation 
of “ Maintained Vibrations ” (Phil. Mag. 1883, first half year) and is experimentally 
illustrated in his article “On the Crispations of a Fluid resting on a vibrating 
support” (Phil. Mag, 1833, second half year). The whole subject of Tables B and 
C has been subjected to a very searching experimental examination by L. Matthiessen 
(Wiedemann’s Annalen, 1889, Vol. xxxviii.), in which such telling quantitative 
verifications of the dynamical theory are found, with values for the surface-tension 
of water, alcohol, sulphuric ether, bisulphide of carbon, and mercury, taken from 
generally accepted results of static capillary measurement, that conversely 
Matthiessen’s measurements of wave-lengths for given short enougli periods might 
be used for determining the surface-tensions of the liquids experimented on. This 
principle has been used by Prof. Michie Smith (Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
Mar. 17, 1890), to determine the surface-tension of mercury; and it may prove to 
be a useful method in many cases for the determination of the surface-tension of 
this and other liquids; as for instance water with its surface either pure, or coated 
with molecularly thin layers of oil as in Lord Bayleigh’s interesting and important 
investigation communicated to the Royal Society of London, March 27, 1890. (See 
Proc. R. S, for that date, or Sir W. Thomson’s Popular Lectures and Addresses^ 
Vol. I., Second edition, where Lord Rayleigh’s paper is reprinted by permission.) 
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3. Velocity of Elasticity-waves in Kilometres per second. 

1 Kilometre = *6214 English Statute mile 
= *5391 Nautical mile. 




Condensational- 

Longitudinal 
in free rod 


Distortional 

rarefractional in 
infinite solid or fluid 




II 

Iron 

3*18 

5*72 

5-08 

Copper 

2*24 

5-06 

3*72 

Brass 

2-15 

4*38 

3*53 

Glass 

2-82 

4-95 

4-48 

Water 

0 

1-43 

0 

Ether 

300,000 

— 

— 


4. Moduluses in dynes per square centimetre. 



! 

i 

Rigidity 

n 

Resistance to 
compression 
k 

Iron 

770 X 10“ 

1459 X 10» 

Copper 

447 

1683 „ 

Brass 

370 ,, 

1042 „ 

Glass 

Fresh water 

239 » 

415 „ 

at 10” 

Sea water 

0 

20-5 „ 

at 10*" 

0 

22-2,, 

Ether 

9 X 10‘-V 


t) 

90-09! 



1 

Resistance to 


Young’s M 
_ Om/c 

1 simple longi- 
tudinal ex- 

Density 

”3A + »i 

tension 

P 

k+pi 


1964 X 10“ 

2486 X 10« 

1 

7-6 

1231 » 

2279 „ 

8-9 

997 

1535 „ 

8-0 

601 „ 

734 „ 

3-0 

0 

20-5 

1-0 

0 

22-2 

1-027 


P 

unless 


See Papers^ Vol. ii., Art. lxvii. p. 32. 
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Aberration of light, 503 
Absolute Temperature, 17C — 178, 182 — 
187 

Adams, 339, 341 
Adiabatics, 166 — 169 
iEiOlotropic solid, Plane waves in a homo- 
geneous, 110—112 
^olotropy, 30, 31, 82 
Alternating currents of Electricity in 
straight conductors, 475, 491, 492, 
511—515 

Analysis of Periodic variations, 261 — 
265 

Andrews’ Critical temperature, 20, 409 
Angstrom, 194 — 196, 200, 203 
Armstrong, Lord, 473 
Assemblage of points. Primary, 468 
Atom, 395 

Barometric tides, 343—349 
Baumhauer, 420, 421, 422 
Bending of rods and beams. Limits to, 
49 

Bevan, 32 
Bischof, 309—311 
Black, Dr Joseph, 117, 121 
Boiling points. Tables of, 229—230 
Boscovich’s Theory of matter, 398 — 410, 
423—427 

Bottomley, Elasticity of metals, 5 

,, Thermal conductivity of 

water, 196 

,, Thermal conductivities, 223, 

224 

Boyle, 29 

Bravais’ Homogeneous assemblage, 410 
-414 


Brittle, Definition of, 7 
Bull) of thermometer. Effect of shrink- 
age or enlargement, 139 
Bunsen’s Ice calorimeter, 121 

Caignard-Latour, 79, 409 
Caloric, 120 
Calorie, 119 

Calorimeter, Bunsen’s Ice, 121 
Calorimetric units. Comparison of, 122 
Calorimetry, 119—128 

„ Dynamical, 123—128 

„ Thermometric, 121—122 

Capillarity, Effect of, in liquid thermo- 
meters, 140 
Carnot’s function, 237 
Closest packing of homogeneous assem- 
blages, 414 — 423 
“ Coefficient,” 437 note 
Compound Interest Law, 27 
Compressibility of water etc., 512 
Conductivities deduced from analysis of 
periodic variations, 286—290, 292— 
294 

Conductivity, Thermal, 192 — 205 

„ „ Table of, 224—225 

Contraction of rocks in cooling, Bischof s 
experiments, 309—311 
Cooling, Dulong and Petit’s Law of, 245 
—249 

„ of the Earth, secular, 295—311 
Cork, Compressibility of, 19 
Cornu, 245 

Coulomb’s torsional vibrator, use of, 24 
„ Law, 56, 61 

“Critical Temperature,” Andrews’, 20, 
409 
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Crystalline stnicture, 395 
Crystals, conclusions regarding elastici- 
ties in natural, 108—109 
Current density, 478, 479, 491 

Davy, 123, 125 

Deduction of conductivities, 280—290 
Delaunay, 339 — 341 

Density, augmentation of, by drawing 
a copper wire and compressing gold, 
3-4, 73 

Density changed by manipulation, 3 
Despretz, 201 
Deville’s Pyrometer, 165 
Diffusion, diagram of laminar, 432 
„ of heat, 204—207, 430 

„ Fourier’s Law of, 428, applied 

to closed electric currents, 
429, Electric potential, 431, 
motion of a viscous fluid, 
429, substances in solution, 
430 

Diffusivities, Tables of, 207, 208, 226— 
228 

Dissipation of Energy, 296 
Distillation, Effect of, in Liquid ther- 
mometers, 141 — 143 
Distortion, StVenant’s conclusions re- 
garding, 62—63 
Dufour, 340 

Dulong and Petit’s Law of cooling, 
245—249 

Dynamical theory of Electricity, 484 

Earth, Consolidation of, Limits of time 
for, 300 

„ clastic yielding of the, Amount 
due to tides, 326—329 
„ elastic yielding of the. Effect on 
Precession and nutation, 320 — 
324 

„ elastic yielding of the. Effect on 
tides, 315—319, 326—329 
„ Irregularities as a timekeeper, 
333—335, 337—350 
„ Rigidity of the, 312—329, 379— 
383 

„ Thermodynamic ac- 
celeration of the, 
341—350 


Earth’s rotation, Tidal retardation of 
the, 337—341, 349, 
350 

Earth, secular cooling of the, 295—311 
„ Shiftings of Instantaneous axis 
of rotation, 329 — 333 
„ solidification of the, 309—311, 
324-326 

„ Solidity of the, 312, 320 — 324 
Effective Ohmic Resistance, 473, 492, 
511—515 

„ mhoic thickness of alternating 
current in straight con- 
ductor, 515 
Elastic Isotropy, 34, 35 
„ Fatigue, 5, 22, 32 
„ solid, General theory of the 
equilibrium of, 387 — 394 
„ sphere of incompressible liquid, 
384—387 

„ spheroidal shells of incom- 

pressible liquid, 351—393, 395 
„ spheroids of incompressible 

liquid, 351 — 383 

Elasticity in natural crystals, 108—110 
„ defined, 3—7 

„ Limits of, 7—18, 18—21 

„ Mathematical theory of, 84 — 

112 

„ Modulus of, defined, 31, 32 

„ Narrowness of limits of, 18 — 

21 

„ of bulk, 3, 7 — 9 

„ shape, 7 

„ ,, Examples, 9 

„ perfect and imperfect, 4—7, 27 

„ two limits of, 16 

Electric insulator, analogue for, 476 
„ potential. Diffusion of, 439 
Electrical law of diffusion, 428 

„ Alternate currents, 475, 491 

Emissivity for heat, 223, 239—249, 483 
Energy, Differential equation of, 103, 104 
„ Dissipation of, 296 

„ of stressed ether, 446 
», M jelly, 448 

Entropy, 167 

Equilibrium, Equation of, 104 

„ of temperature, convective, 

265—260 
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Equilibrium of a homogeneous assem- 
blage of points, 423 — 
427 

„ „ „ solid, 387—394 

, , of an elastic plane plate, Bbl, 

367—370 

,, ,, ,, sphere, 384 — 

387 

„ ,, „ spheroidal shell, 

351—367,370 
—379 

,, ,, ,, spheroidal ap- 

plication to 
rigidity of 
Earth, 379— 
383 

„ ,, the Ether, 442 

Ether, Elastic solid with Gyrostatic con- 
tribution, 509 

„ Electricity and Ponderable 
Matter, 484 

,, Equilibrium or motion of the, 
442 

Ewing, 478 

Expansion by heat, 179—182 

n ,, „ Cubical, Tables, 

214—217 

„ „ „ Linear, Tables, 

209—213 

Earaday, 485, 486 
Fatigue, elastic, 5, 22, 26, 32 

„ ,, Effect of rest on, 22, 26 

Ferrel, 337 
Fick, 432 

Flexural rigidities, of a beam, 50, 61 
„ „ „ rod, 50, 61 

,, ,, Principal, 51 — 53 

Flexure, Principal planes of, 51 — 53 
,, of a beam or of a rod, 9 — 10, 
48—50 

Fluid, Definition of, 3 
Forbes, 195, 203, 261—295 
Force, sense of, 249 — 266 
Fourier, 120, 267, 268, 476, 477, 478 
Fourier’s equation, 282, 301, 302 

„ Law of diffusion, applications 
of, 429—435 

Freezing point, Effect of pressure on, 21, 
308 


Friction, Molecular, 23, 26 
Frictional resistance, 23 

Graduation of constant pressure Ther- 
mometers, 170 — 182 
,, Thermometers, 148 — 151 

Gray, And., 83 
„ Thos., 83 
Green, 424 

Gyrostatic adynamic constitution for 
Ether, 466 

Harmonic Functions, 261 — 265 
Heat, Diffusion of, 204—207 
,, Emissivity for, 223, 239—245 
„ Expansion by, 179—182, 209— 

217 

„ Sense of, 115, 128—132, 249— 

2e55 

„ Specific, 189 
„ Transference of, 190—207 
„ ,, by conduction, 190, 

192—204 

„ „ „ radiation, 190, 

191, 239—249 

„ Latent, 116, 119—120, 231 
„ Underground, Leibnitz’s hypo- 
thesis, 300 

,, „ Poisson’s hypo- 

thesis, 299 

Heaviside, Oliver, 429, 475, 477, 480, 
487, 488 
Henry, 485 

Herschel, Sir John, 108 
Ilodgkinson, strength of materials, 15 — 
16 

Hopkins, solidity of Earth, 312, 320 — 
324 

Homogeneous assemblage, Bravais, 410 
„ „ of Ellipsoids, 

414 

„ „ of points, E- 

quilibrium 
of, 423— 
427 

Homogeneousness, 29 — 30, 396 
Hooke’s Law, 28 — 29, 43, 82 
„ models of crystals, 398 
Hughes, Prof., 485 
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Huyghens, 421 
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